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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE  compilation  of  a  work  intended  for 
the  amufement,  as  well  as  inftruftion,  of  the  Fair 
Sex,  will,  no  doubt,  be  confidered  a  tafk  not  to  be 
effected,  unlefs  attended  to  with  the  greater!  afliduity : 
prefuming,  therefore,  that  no  attention  has  been 
wanting  for  the  accomplilhment  of  thefe  ends,  we 
anticipate  a  favorable  reception  of  this  work  from 
the  mod  fanguine  reader. 

As  we  perfuade  ourfelves,  that  nothing  could  be 
more  perplexing  to  the  fex,  or  to  which  they  would 
pay  lefs  attention,  than  a  long  lift  of  authors  on  the 
margin,  to  mew  from  whence  we  have  derived  our 
information,  and  as  a  great  part  of  fuch  lift  would 
refer  to  books  in  other  languages,  we  have  entirely 
omitted  it,  and  contented  ourfelves  with  fometimes 
interweaving  into  our  text,  the  names  and  fentiments 
of  fuch  authors  as  have  more  peculiarly  elucidated 
the  fubjects  we  were  investigating. 

We  have  not  vanity  enough  to  recommend  our 
Work  to  the  learned,  they  may  have  met  with 
every  anecdote  related  in  it ;  but  as  the'  generality 
of  the  Fair  Sex,  whofe  reading  is  more  confined, 
now  fpend  many  of  their  idle  hours  in  poring  over 
novels  and  romances,  which  greatly  tend  to  miflead 
the  underftanding  and  corrupt  the  heart,  we  can- 
not help  expreffing  a  wiih,  that  they  would  fpare  a 
part  of  this  time  to  look  into  the  hiflory  of  their  own 
Sex  j  a  hiftory,  which  we  flatter  ourfelves  will  afford 
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them  no  irrational  amufement,  and  which  will  more 
gratify  the  curioiity  of  the  female  mind  in  what- 
ever relates  to  themihlves,  than  any  thing  that  has 
hitherto  been  publiflied. 

We  do  not  mean  by  this  to  praife  ourfelves;  we 
fubrnit  with  the  utmoft  diffidence  to  the  judgment  of 
the  Public.  If  we  have  any  merit,  it  is  only  in  col- 
lecting together,  and  presenting  in  one  view,  a  vari- 
ety of  anecdotes  concerning  the  fex,  which  lay  fcat- 
tered  in  a  great  number  of  authors  ancient  and  mo- 
dern, and  not  within  the  reading  of  the  Sex  them- 
felves ;  rccourfe  to  larger  libraries  might  have  made 
thele  anecdotes  more  numerous,  and  better  judg- 
ments would  have  fele&ed  them  more  judicioufly; 
on  thefe  accounts,  none  can  be  more  fenfible  of  the 
impei feclions  of  the  Work  than  we  are,  but  we  hope 
our  candid  readers  will  make  fome  allowances  for 
our  having  trod  a  path  which  has  never  been 
attempted  before;  and  the  Ladies,  we  Hatter  our- 
felves, will  treat  us  with  fome  indulgence,  when  we 
aflure  them,  that  we  have  exerted  our  utmoft:  abili- 
ties to  put  their  hiilory  into  the  moil:  engaging  drels, 
and  to  mingle  pleafurewith  inflruclion. 
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LTHOUGH  there  is  nothing  in  nature 
that  fo  much  engages  our  attention,  io  forcibly  draws 
our  inclinations,  or  with  which  our  interefts  are  (o 
intimately  blended,  as  with  the  other  fex,  yet  fo 
ftrong  is  our  partiality  to  ourfclves,  that  we  have 
never  in  any  period,  nor  in  any  country,  fufficiently 
attended  to  the  happinefs  and  intereft  of  thofe  beings, 
whom,  in  every  period  and  in  every  country,  we  have 
profeffed  to  love  and  to  adore  :  and  while  the  charms 
which  they  poffefs,  have  every  where  extorted  from 
us  the  tribute  of  love,  they  ha^e  only  in  a  few  places 
extorted  from  us  good  ufage. 

Almoft  every  man  is  full  of  complaints  agaiuft  the 
fex,  but  hardly  do  we  meet  with  any  one  who  feri- 
oufly  endeavours  to  rectify  the  evils  againft  which 
he  exclaims  fo  bitterly.  He  who  confiders  women 
only  as  objects  of  his  love,  and  of  his  pleafure  ; 
complains,  that  in  his  connections  with  them,  he 
finds  them  inconftant,  unfaithful,  and  ever  open  to 
flattery  and  feduction.  The  philofopher,  who 
would  wifli  to  mingle  the  joys  of  friendship  and  of 
converfation  with  thofe  of  love,  complains  that  they 
are  deftitute  of  every  idea,  but  thofe  that  flow  from 
gallantry  and  felf-admiration  ;  and  confequently  in- 
capable of  giving'  or  receiving  any  of  the  more  re- 
fined   and    intellectual    pleasures.      The    man    of 
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bufmcfs  complains,  that  they  are  giddy  and 
thoughtlefs,  and  want  the  plodding  head,  and  the 
laving  hand,  fo  neceffary  towards  thriving  in  the 
world.  And  aliaou  every  man  complains,  of  their 
idlenefs,  extravagance,  difregard  to  every  kind  of 
admonition,  and  neglect  of  the  duties  of  domeftic 
and  fecial  life. 

Without  examining  how  far  thefe  general  com- 
plaints are  well  or  ill  founded,  we  fhall  only  obfcrve, 
that  in  cafes  where  they  are  well  founded,  when  we 
trace  thetti  to  their  fource,  we  find  the  blame  ulti- 
mately fall  on  ourfelves.     Does  not  the  man  of  love 
and  gallantry  commonly  fet  the  example  of  infidelity 
and  inconitancy  to  the   females  with  whom  he  is 
connected  ?    And  do  not  men  in  general,  but  toa 
©bvioufly,  chalk  out  to  the  other  fex,  the  way  that 
leads  to  every  levity  and  folly  ?  What  made   the 
philofopher  fo  fufceptible  of  the  rational  and  intel- 
lectual pleafures  ?  doubtlefs,  the  education  beftowed 
upon  him;  and  the  fame  education  might  have  given 
his  wife  or  his  daughter,  an  equal,  or  even  a  fupe- 
rior  relifh  for  them  ;  it  is  folly  in  him  therefore   to 
expect  the  fruit  without  the  culture  neceffary   to 
bring  it  to  perfection .     The  plodding  and  fleadinefe 
of  the  man  of  bufmefs,  he  has  acquired  in  his  early 
years  ;  and  they  are  augmented  by  his  being  fole 
mailer  of  what  he  can  aniafs,  and  having  a  power 
to  fpend  or  difpofe  of  it  as  he  thinks  proper.     Eut 
his  wife  was  brought  up  in  no  fuch  fchool,  and  has 
no  fuch  motives  to  induftry  ;  for  ihould  fhe  even 
toil  with,  the  utmofl  alhduity,  {he  cannot  appropri- 
ate to'herfelf  what  fhe  acquires;  nor  lay  out  any 
part  of  it  without  leave  of  her  hufband.     Nor  is  the 
idlenefs,     extravagance,    and    neglect   of  domeftic 
duties,  which  we  fo  commonly  charge  upon  the  fex, 
fo  much  the  fault  of  nature  as  of  education.     Can 
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wc  expect  that  the  girl  whom  we  train  up  in  every 
fafhionable  levity  and  folly,  whom  we  life  our  utmofr. 
efforts  to  flatter  and  to  amufe,  mall,  the  moment  of 
her  marriage,  totally  change  her  plan,  and  become 
the  fober  and  ceconomical  houfe-wife  ?  as  well  might 
we  fow  weeds  and  expect  to  reap  corn. 

If  this  be,  as  we  perfuacle  ourfelves  it  is,  a  candid 
and  impartial  itate  of  the  fource  of  female  folly  and 
of  female  weaknefs ;  if  the  whole  may  be  traced 
either  to  the  total  want  of,  or  to  an  improper  educa- 
tion ;  and  if  the  power  of  neglecting  this  education 
altogether,  or  bellowing  it  improperly,  be  lodged 
in  our  hands,  as  having  the  fole  management  and 
direction  of  the  fex ;  then  it  will  fallow,  that  we 
ihould  act:  a  much  better  and  more  becoming  part, 
in  trying  to  amend  their  faults  by  a  more  judicious 
inftruction,  than  to  leave  them  ignorant,  and  com- 
plain that  they  are  {q  ;  to  teach  them  folly,  and 
rail  at  them  for  having  learned  what  we  taught 
them.  But  inftead  of  doiw  this,  in  every  a^re, 
and  in  every  country,  while  the  men  have  been 
partial  to  the  perfons  of  the  fair,  they  have  either 
left  their  minds  altogether  without  culture,  or  biaf- 
fcd  them  by  a  cukure  of  a  fpurious  and  impropt/ 
nature ;  fufpicious,  perhaps,  that  a  more  rational 
one  would  have  opened  their  eyes,  ihewn  them 
their  real  condition,  and  prompted  them  to  ailert 
the  rights  of  nature ;  rights,  of  which  the  men 
have  perpetually,  mere  or  lefs,  deprived  them. 

But  we  do  not  only  neglect  the  fex,  or  miilead 
them  in  point  of  education  ;  while  youth  and  beauty 
is  on  their  fide,  the  fcene  which  we  open  to  them  is 
all  delufion,  flattery  and  falfehood  ;  for  while  we 
take  every  opportunity  of  telling  them  when  prefent, 
that  their  perfons  are  all  beauty ,  and  their  fenti- 
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ments  and  actions  all  perfe&ion ;  when  abfent,  we 
laugh  at  the  credulity  of  their  minds,  and  fpleneti- 
cally  fatarife  and  exhibit  to  view  every  fault  and 
every  folly.  Nor  is  it  till  they  have  become  wives, 
or  till  the  wrinkles  have  furrowed  their  brows, 
that  the  other  fex  hear  the  voice  of  truth  from 
ours. 

Nor  are  the  follies  and  foibles  of  the  fex,  only 
the  fubjecT:  of  verbal  lheer,  and  of  verbal  criticifm  ; 
fuch  of  our  fex  as  have  been  foured  by  difappoint- 
ments  of  any  kind,  and  more  particularly  thofe  who 
have  been  unfortunate  in  the  purfuit  of  lawful,  and 
Hill  more  fo,  in  that  of  unlawful,  love  ;  like  cowards 
who  attack  every  one  who,  they  are  allured,  will 
make  no  refiflance,  have  in  all  ages  dipped  their 
pens  in  gall,  and  for  the  fuppofed  faults  of  a  few, 
illiberally  vomited  out  fpleen  and  ill-nature  againft. 
the  whole  fex.  Among  the  earlicft  of  thefe  kind  of 
writers  we  may  juilly  reckon  Solomon,  who  fated 
with  licentious  love,  cloyed  with  venal  charms,  and 
perhaps  mattered  in  conflitution,  took  almofl  every 
opportunity  to  exclaim  againll  the  Haves  of  his  fera- 
glio,  and  the  whole  fex ;  becaufe  they  could  afford 
him  no  new  pleafure,  and  becaufe  they  were  not 
equal  in  mental  qualifications  to  the  men  ;  a  thing 
which  Solomon  might  eafily  have  found  to  be  im- 
pbilible,  had  he  attended  to  the  method  in  which 
they  were  educated,  and  in  which  they  were  con- 
fined. Some  alio  of  the  Apocryphal  writers  are 
nothing  behind  Solomon  in  fpleen,  and  greatly  ex- 
ceed him  in  ill-nature  and  coarfenefs  of  expreilion. 
But  it  feems  to  have  been  the  genius  of  the  Eaft  to 
praife  all  women  for  their  peribnal  graces,  and  at 
the  fame  time  to  fuppofe  them  entirely  diverted  of 
every  good  quality  of  the  mind ;  for  we  find  the 
fame  ideas  which  were   entertained   by  Solomon, 
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diffufed  amono*  the  Hindoos  even  in  an  earlier  period 

O  A. 

of  the  world,  and  venting  themfelves  alfo  in  their 
facred  writings  even  with  an  additional  degree  of 
acrimony.  "  The  luff  of  a  woman  (fays  the  Pun- 
"  dits)  is  never  fatisfied,  no  more  than  fire  is  fatis- 
"  fled  with  fuel,  or  the  main  ocean  with  receiving 
"  the  rivers,  or  the  empire  of  death  with  the  dying 
"  of  men  and  animals."  And  again,  "  Women 
"  have  fix  qualities :  the  firft,  an  inordinate  defire 
"  for  jewels  and  fine  furniture,  handfome  clothes, 
"  and  nice  victuals ;  the  fecond,  immoderate  luff ; 
"  the  third,  violent  anger ;  the  fourth,  deep  refent- 
"  ment,  no  perfon  knowing  the  fentiments  concealed 
"  in  their  heart ;  the  fifth,  another  perfon's  good 
"  appears  evil  in  their  eyes ;  the  fixth,  they  commit 
"  bad  actions."  With  fuch  invectives  of  the  eafterns 
we  could  fill  a  whole  volume ;  but  we  have  only 
felected  thefe,  to  fhew  that  their  opinions  were  not 
fupported  by  any  argument,  nor  tinctured  with  any 
wit ;  and  that,  on  thefe  accounts,  we  may  fuppofe 
them  only  mere  effufions  of  the  fp]een.  Nor  were 
the  Greek  and  Roman  writers  more  refined  in  their 
fentiments,  or  delicate  in  their  expreilions.  The 
language  ufed  by  fome  of  the  Greek  writers,  as  well 
as  by  Juvenal,  Martial,  and  Horace,  is  too  coarfe 
and  unpolifhed  for  a  people  jufl  emerged  from  bar- 
barity, and  conveys  to  us  a  mean  idea  of  Greek 
and  Roman  politenefs. 

After  women  had  been  the  fubjec*r,  of  fatyrical  wit 
and  of  fplenetic  temper  for  upwards  of  three  thoufand 
years,  an  inflitution  at  laft,  arofe  in  Europe,  known 
by  the  name  of  chivalry,  which  for  fome  time  to- 
tally changed  the  fentiments  and  writings  of  man- 
kind, and  placing  the  fex  hardly  beneath  celeftial 
beings,  made  it  fomething  more  than  treafon  to 
maltreat,  and  fcarcely  lefs  than  blafphemy  to  fpeak 
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evil  of  them.  The  times,  however,  in  which  chi- 
valry nourifhed  in  its  greateft  perfection,  wTere  not 
thofe  of  writing  ;  but  when  it  began  to  decline,  and 
letters  to  mix  with  gallantry,  the  effufions  of  wit 
took  another  direction,  and  the  men,  inftead  of 
ftriving  againfl  each  other  who  would  mod  villify 
the  fex,  entered  the  lifts  with  another  intention, 
that  of  fhewing  their  fuperior  merit,  and  even  of 
perfuading  the  world,  that  of  all  the  joys  we  can 
experience  in  the  prefent,  or  hope  for  in  the  life  to 
come,  love  is  the  only  one  worth  our  care  and  foli- 
citude. 

Anciently  the  bards  had  only  been  employed  to 
ling  the  exploits  of  heroes,  or  of  the  rich  who  en- 
tertained them  in  their  train.  In  the  decline  of  chi- 
valry, they  began  alfo  to  fing  the  praifes  of  beauty, 
and  the  fweets  of  love.  In  the  praife  of  beauty, 
they  were  to  the  laft  degree  extravagant  and  hyperbo- 
lical :  not  fatisfied  with  comparing  their  miftreffes,  as 
in  modern  times,  to  angels  and  other  inferior  celeflial 
beings ;  they  were  not  alhamed  to  compare  them  to, 
and  even  exalt  them  above,  the  Supreme  Being  him- 
feif.  In  celebrating  the  enjoyments  of  love,  they 
were  not  lefs  wild  and  romantic,  and  imagined  that 
even  paradife  without  it  would  be  joylefs  and  inil- 
pid.  Boccace,  in  the  moil  ferious  manner,  clarTed 
together  God  and  the  ladies,  and  thanked  them  for 
their  mutual  affiftance  in  defending  him  againft  his 
enemies  ;  and  Petrarch  no  lefs  ferioufly  compares 
Laura,  his  miftrefs,  to  Jefus  Chrift.  Deudes  de 
Prade,  a  prieft  and  poet,  who  ufed  to  fing  the 
praifes  of  women,  fays,  that  he  would  not  wifh  to 
enter  heaven,  but  on  condition  of  making  love  to 
her  whom  he  adored. 

We  are  not  much  furprifed  to  find  the  poets,  or 
troubadours,  who  were  trained  by  the  rich  and  tli£ 
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beautiful,  and  paid  for  their  fongs,  flattering  great- 
nefs  and  extolling  beauty.  But  they  were  not  the 
only  fet  of  men,  who  thus  employed  themfelves  : 
the  humour  became  general ;  poets,  priefls,  gentle- 
men, all  dedicated  their  literary  talents  to  the  praife 
of  women  ;  raid  it  became  at  lait  unneceiTary  for 
them  to  hire  poets,  when  all  ranks  of  people  volun- 
tarily inliiled  themfelves  in  their  fervice. 

Boccace  feems  to  have  been  the  firft,  who  darted 
the  idea  of  writing  any  thing  larger  than  a  feng  or 
fonnet  in  praife  of  the  fex.  He  published  a  Latin 
treatife,  intitled  "  Of  iiluftrious  Women ;"  and  in 
fearch  of  them  he  ranfacked  the  whole  circuit  of 
fable,  of  the  facred,  and  of  the  Greek  and  Roman 
hiflories.  The  idea  was  too  happily  adapted  to 
the  tafte  of  the  times,  to  be  allowed  to  fink  into 
oblivion  ;  it  was  foon,  therefore,  taken  up  by  a 
numerous  herd  of  imitators.  Francis  Sordonati 
improving  upon  it,  collected  from  every  polilhed 
and  from  every  barbarous  nation,  to  the  number  of 
©ne  hundred  and  twenty,  the  names  of  fuch  as  had 
cfcaped  Boccace.  This  mode  of  writing  now  be* 
came  fafhionabie ;  in  a  few  years,  not  lefs  than 
twenty  authors  had  publiihed  in  praife  of  women. 
The  heroine,  the  religiofa,  and  the  learned  ilood 
foremoft  in  the  catalogue.  But  the  inferior  virtues 
«iid  not  pafs  unnoticed  ;  and  at  laif,  even  the  making 
©f  an  excellent  pudding,  and  every  fpecies  of  culi- 
nary merit,  came  to  be  the  fubject  of  panegyric :  and 
in  fpite  of  all  their  natural  phlegm,  even  the  Dutch 
felt  the  enthuliafm,  and  contributed  their  mite  to  ths 
praife  of  the  fex. 

Subjects  of  writing  upon,  like  modes  ©f  drefsj. 
have  their  turns  of  being  fafnionable  :  this  was  the 
period  in  which  the  fafnionable  topic  was  to  extol 
all  the  virtues,  and  to  varr.ifh  over  all  the  vjces  of 
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women.  Much  had  already  been  faid  and  wrote  on 
the  fubjecl: :  but  Hilario  de  Cofta,  a  monk,  refolving 
to  exceed  all  who  had  gone  before  him,  publifhed 
two  quarto  volumes,  of  eight  hundred  pages  each ; 
containing,  according  to  his  account,  the  panegyrics 
of  all  the  women  of  the  fifteenth  and  fixteenth  cen- 
turies, who  had  diftinguifhed  themfelves  by  any 
remarkable  talents  or  virtues.  But  as  if  no  talent 
nor  any  virtue  could  exih1  without  the  pale  of  the 
catholic  church,  the  partial  ecclefiaftic  paries  in 
filence  over  every  woman  of  other  principles ;  and 
while  he  loudly  praifes  the  virtues  of  Mary  queen  of 
England,  whofe  memory  fucceeding  ages  have  held 
in  contempt ;  of  her  fitter  Elizabeth,  whom  her 
country  flill  remembers  with  gratitude,  he  makes 
no  mention.  The  eulogies  of  this  monk  amount  to 
one  hundred  and  feventy.  But  who  can  enfure  to 
himfelf,  in  this  delufory  world,  the  fummit  of  great- 
nefs  or  of  fame  ?  The  voluminous  labours  of  our 
monk  were  foon  after  furpafTed  by  Paul  de  Ribera, 
who  was  delivered  of  a  monftrous  work,  which  he 
called  "  The  Triumphs  and  heroic  Enterprizes  of 
"  eight  hundred  Women." 

On  reading  thefe  accounts,  a  reflection  naturally 
arifes,  that  either  the  women  of  thefe  times  muft 
have  been  very  remarkable  for  their  many  vir- 
tues and  good  qualities,  or  the  men  muft  have 
bafely  proflituted  their  talents  to  adulation  and 
flattery.  The  truth  feems  to  be,  that  both  were  in 
fome  meafure  the  cafe  :  the  fubjecl:,  as  we  have  juft 
now  remarked,  was  fafhionable,  and  it  intitled  the 
writer  to  the  fmiles  and  approbation  of  the  fair  ;  and 
their  fmiles  and  approbation,  befides  flattering  his 
vanity,  were  the  road  to  honour  and  to  preferment. 
Nor  was  the  fpirit  of  chivalry  as  yet  fo  far  evapo- 
rated, as  to  leave  the  men  at  liberty  to  confider  the 
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fex  in  a  calm  and  difpaflionate  light,  or  to  write  any- 
thing concerning  them  that  did  not  fet  them  fome- 
thing  above  the  level  of  mortality.  The  women, 
too,  emulous  of  glory  and  of  praife,  were,  by  thefe 
writings,  ftimulated  to  great  and  to  virtuous  actions ; 
they  infpired  the  men  to  afcribe  to  them  noble  deeds 
and  fentiments,  and  they  acted  and  thought  nobly, 
that  they  might  not  falfify  the  opinions  entertained 
ef  them  ;  hence  thefe  times  produced  more  extra- 
ordinary women,  than  have  ever,  at  any  other  pe- 
riod, appeared  in  Europe. 

When  this  kind  of  gallantry,  which  taught  every 
man  to  confider  every  woman  as  a  kind  of  fuperior 
being,  had  worn  itfelf  out  by  the  moil  extravagant 
exertions,  the  minds  of  men  took  an  oppofite  direc- 
tion, and  began  to  confider  the  fex,  either  in  a  di- 
minutive, or  contumelious  light ;  looking  upon  them^ 
either  as  the  play-things  of  a  fportive  hour,  or  the 
mere  inftruments  of  animal  pleamre  ;  divefting  them 
of  almoft  all  fentiment,  and  avoiding  almoft  all  ferious 
connection  with  them.  In  England,  the  libertinifm  of 
the  court  of  Charles  the  Second  firfl  debauched  the 
morals  of  almoft  all  the  women,  and  then  taught  the 
men  to  defpife  them  for  the  want  of  what  they  them- 
felves  had  robbed  them.  Things  having  taken  this 
turn,  it  foon  became  as  fafhionable  to  write  arainft 
the  women,  as  it  had  been  before  to  write  in  their 
favour.  The  earl  of  Rochefter  fet  the  example, 
and  it  was  foon  followed  by  Pope,  Swift,  Young, 
and  a  variety  of  other  inferior  fcribblers  ,  all  of 
whom  afiert,  that  their  intention  was  thereby  to 
try  to  reclaim  a  fex,  which  in  the  profecution  of 
vice  and  folly,  had  refilled  every  other  effort.  But 
if  fuch  really  was  their  intention,  which  there  are 
fome  reafons  to  doubt ;  the  event  has  ihewn  how  ill 
it  was  adapted  to  the  purpofcs  intended  ;  the  praifes 
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bellowed  on  women  in  former  times,  fired  them  with 
-a  great  and  a  virtuous  emulation  ;  the  fatire  thrown 
out  again!!  them  by  the  writers  we  have  mentioned, 
has  only  incited  their  indignation,  inflead  of  amend- 
ing their  heart. 

Such  have  been  the  modes  of  writing  concerning 
the  fex,  and  fuch  have  been  the  effects  of  thefe 
writings.  Let  us  now  take  a  fhort  view  of  the 
revolutions  which  happened  to  their  character  and 
manners  in  Europe,  from  the  definition  of  the 
Roman  empire  to  the  prefent  time. 

"When  the  ancient  Germans  fallied  from  their 
woods  and  caverns,  to  give  laws  and  cufloms  to  all 
Europe,  their  women,  as  we  mall  fee  hereafter, 
were  in  many  refpects,  of  equal,  and  fometimes 
even  of  greater,  confideration  and  confequence  than 
their  men.  When  thefe  Germans  had  fettled  them- 
felves  in  almoft  every  country,  and  when,  from  that 
mixture  of  religion,  gallantry,  and  war,  for  which 
they  were  conspicuous,  had  arifen  that  fpecies  of 
romantic  heroifm,  called  chivalry,  we  have  the 
flrongefl  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  value  which  it 
flamped  on  their  women,  communicated  to  them  a 
dignity  and  pride,  which  contributed  to  render 
them  as  virtuous  as  perhaps  the  women  of  any 
country  or  period  have  ever  been. 

But  when  chivalry  began  to  degenerate,  and 
When  knighthood,  the  chief  of  its  honours,  inflead 
of  being  eagerly  courted,  and  only  attained  by  a 
long  feries  of  valorous  and  meritorious  actions,  came 
to  be  annexed  to  the  poffeffion  of  a  certain  quantity 
of  land  ;  proflituted  to  every  one  who  defired,  and 
even  to  ferve  the  purpofes  of  the  great ;  forcibly 
obtruded  on  thofe  who  feduloufly  avoided  it ;  the 
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public  honour  of  the  men  began  to  decline,  their 
behaviour  to  the  women  became  lefs  refpectful ;  the 
women  loft  much  of  their  dignity,  and  with  it  no 
fmall  fhare  of  their  virtue.  The  hiftory  of  all  the 
European  nations  now  exhibited  a  picture  the  moft 
fadly  reverfed  from  what  it  was  before  ;  the  men 
had  loft  all  their  deference  for  the  fex,  and  the  wo- 
men had  loft  all  the  chaftity  that  infpired  it ;  the 
coarfeft  familiarity  of  manners,  and  the  mod  fcanda- 
lous  profligacy  of  character  in  both  fexes  enfued. 

In  France,  inftead  of  approaching  the  women 
with  that  refpectful  deference,  to  which  they  had 
been  accuftomed,  and  which  is  a  tribute  due  to 
modefty,  it  now  became  famionable  for  the  men  to 
intrude  themfelves  upon  them  every  where,  with 
the  moil  indecent  familiarity.  The  fex  might  eafily 
have  difcouraged  this,  but  they  rather  gave  it  coun- 
tenance ;  and  the  confequence  was,  that  all  fexual 
decorum  being  nearly  extinguifned,  the  familiarity 
allowed  to  the  men,  in  time,  began  to  be  produc- 
tive of  contempt ;  and  the  grofTeft  debauchery  fuc- 
ceeded  the  moll  fentimental  love.  Even  the  name 
of  delicacy  was  almoft  loft.  Women  of  all  ranks 
and  conditions  admitted  their  male  vifitors  with  the 
fame  indifference,  while  in  bed  in  their  chamber, 
as  to  the  fide  of  their  parlour  fire  ;  councils  of  ftate 
were  frequently  held  in  the  bed-chambers  of  ladies 
while  in  bed,  who  often  determined  by  their  voice, 
but  more  commonly  by  promifes  of  fecret  favours, 
the  refolutions  that  were  taken. 

Nor  were  the  manners  of  the  Englifh  ladies  much 
more  referved,  or  their  characters  more  facred  than 
thofe  of  the  French.  The  fame  indecent  familiarity 
marked  their  public,  and  the  fame  licentioumefs, 
their  private,  behaviour :  during  the  chriftmas  holi- 
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days,  almoft  every  nobleman  entertained  his  vaiTals 
of  both  fexes,  a  neighbouring  clergyman  was  gene* 
rally  chofen  by  him,  to  prefide  over  this  riotous 
mirth  and  indecent  feitivlty,  who  from  the  nature  of 
his  office,  was  commonly  called  by  the  name  of  the 
Abbot  of  Mifrule.  In  the  houfes  of  the  great, 
were  generally  apartments  deilined  for  the  women, 
who  were  employed  in  embroidery,  and  other  kinds 
of  needle-work  ;  and  the  name  given  to  thefe  apart- 
ments, in  confequence  of  the  ufe  that  was  made  of 
them,  came  in  time  to  be  fynonymous  to  that  of  a 
brothel.  Nay,  fo  loft  to  public  decency  were  all 
ranks  of  men,  that  even  the  clergy  were  not 
afhamed  to  have  infcriptions  over  the  doors  of  thefe 
apartments,  lignifying  the  ufe  to  which  they  were 
appropriated*.  Nor  did  gentlemen  of  confiderabie 
property  bluili,  to  hold  lands  by,  and  bear  commif- 
fions,  for  being  marlhal  of  the  king's  whores. 

Some  time  previous  to  the  reign  of  queen  Eliza- 
beth, the  delicacy  and  decency  of  the  female  cha- 
racter had  begun  to  revive  :  from  her  time,  to  that 
of  the  Protector,  their  manners  were  ftill  refining ; 
but  during  his  adminiftration,  fanctimonioufly  enthu- 
fiaftic,  devotion  flruggled  hard  to  exclude  nature, 
and  flovenlinefs  and  fuperftition  to  fubftitute  them- 
felves  for  religion.  The  Reftoration  turned  again 
the  channel  of  their  manners,  and  gave  it  a  direc- 
tion only  to  pleafure  and  licentious  love;  the  dif- 
fractions, during  the  reign  of  James  II.  abated  a 
little  that  fervour  for  pleafure ;  and  the  fettled  fitu- 
ation  of  affairs  that  took  place  under  William  III. 
together  with  the  difapprobation  {hewn  by  the  court 
to  unlawful  gallantry,  gave  to  the  female  character 

*  The  celebrated  Cardinal  Wolfey,  over  a  door  of  a  parti- 
cular part  of  his  palace,  had  thefe  words  in  Latin ;  "  The  houfe 
of  the  whores  of  my  lord  the  Cardinal  " 
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that  turn  towards  the  decency  and  politenefs  of 
manners,  in  which  it  has  now  made  fo  confiderable 
a  progrefs.  We  cannot  help  taking  notice  here, 
that  if  we  may  credit  the  declaimer,  the  fatirift, 
and  the  preacher,  the  female  virtues  are  at  prefent 
on  the  decline.  For  our  parts,  we  pretend  not  to 
decide  on  fo  delicate  a  point ;  and  only  exprefs  our 
hopes,  that  the  conduct  of  our  fair  country-women 
will  in  this  particular  contribute  to  give  the  lie  to 
the  fatirift,  the  declaimer,  and  even  to  the  preacher 
himfelf. 

While  the  manners  and  the  character  of  the  Euro- 
pean women  have  been  held  out  in  fuch  a  variety  of 
different  lights ;  while  they  have  been  liable  to  fo 
many  mutations,  from  the  changes  of  fafhion,  of 
government,  and  religion  ;  the  women  of  the  Eafl 
have  exhibited  always  the  fame  appearance  ;  their 
manners,  cuftoms,  and  fafliions,  like  their  rocks, 
have  flood  unaltered  the  teft  of  many  revolving 
ages ;  and  though  the  kingdoms  of  which  they  arc 
a  part,  have  often  changed  mailers,  and  yielded  to 
the  victorious  arms  of  a  conqueror  j  yet  the  laws  by 
which  they  are  governed  and  enflaved,  have  neveif 
been  revifed  nor  amended. 

Such  being  the  cafe,  in  taking  an  introductory  vie^ 
of  the  eaftern  women,  we  are,  like  the  man,  wh$ 
from  an  eminence  furveying  the  furface  of  a  placid 
ocean,  looks  out  in  vain  for  variety  or  diverfity. 
The  Hindoo  women,  who  inhabit  the  greatefl  part 
of  the  Eafl  Indies,  have  been  time  immemorial 
almofl  in  every  refpect  the  fame  ac  at  prefent :  and 
even  the  religion  of  Mahomet,  which  gave  to  the 
women  who  profeffed  it,  no  lefs  an  advantage  over, 
the  difciples  of  Brama,  than  an  exemption  from; 
burning  on  the  funeral  piles  of  their  deceafed  hu£p 
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bands,  could  never  induce  one  fingle  Hindoo  to  be- 
come Mahomedan,  nor  ever  made  the  fmalleil 
change  in  their  condition,  or  in  the  leail  altered 
their  cuftoms.  This  exemption,  however,  was  the 
only  advantage  introduced  by  the  religion  of  Ma- 
homet among  the  women  of  the  Eaft.  It  abated 
not  the  rigour  of  their  confinement,  nor  conferred 
upon  them  any  more  confequence. 

As  Afia  was  formerly  the  feat  of  learning,  and  is 
now  that  of  ignorance,  we  are  better  acquainted 
with  the  ideas  which  the  Afiatics  entertained  of 
their  women  many  years  ago,  than  we  are  at 
prefent ;  and  have  already  feen,  that  thefe  ideas, 
befides  their  being  unfavourable,  were  often  ex- 
prefled  in  the  mofl  coarfe  and  indelicate  manner. 
Had  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  their  women  been 
fubject  to  the  fame  changes  as  they  are  in  Europe, 
we  might  have  expected  the  fame  changes  in  the 
fentiments  and  writings  of  their  men  :  but  as  this  is 
not  the  cafe,  we  have  reafon  to  prefume,  that  the 
fame  fentiments  entertained  by  Solomon,  by  foine 
of  the  apocryphal  writers,  and  by  the  ancient  Pun- 
dits*, are  the  fentiments  of  this  day:  and  in  this 
opinion  we  are  the  more  confirmed,  when  we  con* 
fider,  that  in  the  treatment  of  the  fex,  no  alteration 
for  the  better  has  ever  yet  taken  place ;  which 
mufl  undoubtedly  have  been  the  cafe,  had  the  fen- 
timents of  the  men  concerning  them  been  more 
favourable. 

But  while  fuch  are  the  fentiments  of  the  Afiatics, 
while  fuch  is  the  manner  in  which  they  treat  their 
women,  their  tongues,  in  the  utmofl  difibnance  to 
thefe  fentiments,   conftantly  utter   a   language   to 

*  Pundits  are  the  Braminical  expofitors  of  the  laws  of  the 
Hindoos. 
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which  their  hearts  are  entirely  Grangers,  and  the 
whole  of  their  actions  flatly  contradict  their  words : 
while  in  the  abfence  of  the  fex,  they  feem  to  defpife 
and  treat  them  with  contempt ;  in  their  prefence, 
when  mitigated  by  animal  love,  they  not  only  pay 
them  the  greateil  deference,  but  even  accofl  them  as 
fomethine  more  than  mortal :  when  the  love  fit  is 
over,  though  their  tongues  may  (till  retain  the  fame 
language,  they  will,  amid  all  this  abufe  and  profti- 
tution  of  words,  chaftife  with  fever ity  the  flighted 
offence,  her  whom  they  feemed  to  adore  ;  will, 
without  any  offence  whatever,  keep  her  fhut  up 
from  fociety,  and  almoft  from  the  light  of  heaven, 
a  perpetual  prifoner  \  and,  if  jealoufy  fliould  arife 
in  their  breafls,  confign  her  to  expire  amid  the  moil 
cruel  tortures,  while  themfelves  glory  and  exult  in 
her  fufferings. 

Such,  with  little  alteration,  has  been,  from  the 
remoteft  antiquity,  the  condition  of  the  weaker  fex, 
over  the  greater  part  of  Afia  and  Africa  ;  and  fuch 
it  will  probably  continue,  as  long  as  the  men  con- 
tinue the  ilaves  of  a  defpot,  and  perhaps  the  ft  ill 
greater  flaves  of  ignorance  and  barbarity. 

When  Vefpucius  difcovered  America,  he  opened  a 
field  for  the  ambition  of  the  ftatefman,  the  avarice 
of  the  trader,  and  the  contemplation  of  the  philofo- 
pher.  He  found  that  vaft  continent  peopled  by  a 
race,  or  rather  divers  races  of  mortals,  fcarcely 
lefs  diftinct  in  their  perfons,  than  in  their  manners 
and  cuftoms,  from  thofe  of  the  Old  World  ;  and 
when  compared  to  them,  only  mere  children  in  all 
the  arts  which  render  life  comfortable,  and  diftin- 
guifli  man  from  the  beafts  of  the  field.  Such  were 
both  fexes :  the  women  were  but  little  diftinguifhed 
from  the  men  by  their  drefs,  where  any  drefs  was 
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made  ufe  of;  nor  were  they  much  inferior  to  them 
in  bodily  flrength,  and  hardly  lefs  patient  of  cold, 
hunger,  third:,  or  lefs  qualified  to  hunt  and  to  fifh 
for  their  fubfiftence.  But  notwithstanding  this  na- 
tural equality,  the  men  had  completely  enflaved 
them,  and  thrown  upon  their  moulders  all  that 
could  be  called  labour,  either  in  the  houfe  or  in  the 
field,  while  they  themfelves  were  above  undertaking 
any  thing  but  the  fports  of  the  chace,  or  the  depre- 
dations of  war.  Thus  oppreffed  and  difheartened, 
the  fair  fex  were  entire  ftrangers  to  the  friendfhip  of 
the  men,  and  not  much  the  object  of  their  love. 
They  pafled  through  life  almofl  without  tailing  any 
of  its  pleafures,  and  could  hardly  be  faid  to  enjoy 
one  privilege  befide  perfonal  liberty. 

But  this  was  not  the  cafe  in  every  part  of  America. 
Among  fome  tribes  the  women  enjoyed  almofl  the 
whole,  and  among  others  a  great  fhare  of  the  legis- 
lative authority.  The  condition  of  the  fex  was  not, 
however,  properly  adjufled  to  any  medium :  they 
were  every  where  either  exalted  to  a  degree  far  be- 
yond the  dictates  of  good  policy,  and  vefled  with 
powers  and  privileges  of  the  mofl  exorbitant  nature, 
or  funk  to  a  level  with  the  beafls,  and  deprefTed  by 
Che  mofl  abject  flavery. 

Such  was  the  flate  in  which  they  were  found  by 
the  firfl  difcoverers  of  America  -y  a  flate  from  which 
it  was  natural  to  fuppofe  they  would  foon  have  been 
refcued  by  European  politenefs  and  humanity :  but 
the  cafe  was  far  otherwife  ;  our  fordid  love  of  their 
gold  overcame  our  politenefs,  banifhed  humanity 
from  our  breads  ;  and  inflead  of  aboliiliing  the 
flavery  of  the  women,  made  us,  with  a  more  than 
favage  barbarity,  wherever  our  power  could  reach, 
extend  it  to  the  men  alfo. 
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In  the  condition  we  have  now  defcribed  had  the 
women  of  America,  in  ail  probability,  been  for  time 
immemorial :  but  as  they  had  not  the  art  of  writing 
and  confequently  no  hiftorical  records,  we  know  not 
whether  their  dates  ever  fuffered  any  revolution,  or 
whether  they  ever  altered  or  improved  their  man- 
ners and  cufloms.  It  is  pretended,  indeed,  that  the 
Mexicans  had  a  kind  of  hiftorical  records,  compofed 
of  what  they  called  Quipos,  or  Chords,  fo  knotted 
and  twilled,  as  to  be  able  to  relate  the  whole  feries 
of  pafl  events,  with  the  fame  clearnefs  and  precilion 
as  our  books :  but  the  little  that  was  ever  learned 
concerning  the  ancient  ftate  of  America,  feems  to 
demonflrate  the  falfity  of  this  opinion. 
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CHAPTER     I. 

A  JJoort  Jketch  of  the  Antediluvian  Hijlory  of 

Women, 
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Y  the  Mofaic  hiftory  of  the  creation  it 
appears,  that  the  males  and  females  of  all  the  other 
animals,  except  man,  were  formed,  not  only  of  the 
fame  materials,  and  in  the  fame  manner,  but  alfo  at 
the  fame  time.  When  the  facred  hidorian,  how- 
ever, defcribes  the  creation  of  the  human  genus ; 
he  informs  us,  that  the  female  was  diilinguimed 
from  the  male  by  being  formed  not  of  the  dud  of 
the  earth,  as  he  was,  but  of  a  part  of  the  body  of 
the   male   himfelf*.     Such  as  have  been  fond  of 

*  Various  and  ridiculous  are  the  fables  related  by  orient: J 
writers  concerning  the  creation  of  the  firfi  pair.  We  ihall  only 
mention  a  few  of  thofe  propagated  by  the  Jewim  Rabbies,  whofe 
ancient  legends  equal,  if  not  furpafs,  in  abfurdity  even  thofe  of 
more  modern  ages. — God,  fay  they,  at  firir.  created  Adam  with 
a  long  tail ;  but  afterward,  on  confidering  him  attentively,  he 
thought  he  would  look  better  without  it  :  refolving,  however, 
not  to  lofe  any  thing  that  he  had  made,  he  cut  it  off,  and  formed 
it  into  a  woman  :  and  hence  the  fex  derive  their  low  and  inferior 
nature.  Others  of  them  tell  us,  that  the  afft  human  being  was 
created  double,  of  both  fexes,  and  joined  fide  to  fide  ;  that 
God  improving  on  his  original  plan,  feparated  the  male  from  the 
female  part,  where  they  had  been  joined  together,  and  made 
them  into  two  diftincl:  beings  ;  and  that  from  hence  arole  the  per- 
petual inclination  of  the  fexes  to  join  themfelves  together  again. 
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maintaining  the  fupcriority  of  women  pretend,  that 
from  this  circumftance  of  having  been  made  of  dou- 
ble refined  matter,  they  have  derived  their  fuperior 
beauty  and  excellence. 

Not  long  after  the  creation,  the  deception  of  the 
firft  woman  by  the  ferpent,  and  the  fatal  confe- 
quences  arifmg  from  that  deception,  furnifh  the  moil 
interefting  ftory  in  the  whole  hiftory  of  the  fex. 
But  as  that  ftory  is  already  fo  well  known,  we  fhall 
pafs  over  it  in  filence,  and  proceed  to  relate  thofe 
few  anecdotes  which  have  been  handed  down  to  us 
concerning  the  antediluvian  women. 

In  the  facred  hiftory  we  are  told,  that  when  Cain 
and  Abel,  the  two  ions  of  Adam,  brought  their 
offerings  to  the  Lord,  the  offering  of  Cain  was  re- 
jected, and  that  of  Abel  accepted ;  a  circumftance 
for  which  Mofes  does    not  aflign  any  reafon.     If 
tradition,  however,  deferves  any  credit,  an  oriental 
tradition  fupplies  this  defect ;  and  informs  us,  that 
Cain  and  Abel  having  each  of  them  a  twin  filler, 
when  they  were  all  become  marriageble,  Adam  pro- 
pofed  to  them,  that  Cain  fhould  marry  the  twin  fifler 
of  Abel,  and  Abel  the  twin  filler  of  Cain  ;  alleging 
as  his  reafon  for  this  propofal,  that  as  their  circum- 
f lances  obliged  them  to  marry  their  fillers,  it  was 
proper  that  they  mould  marry  thofe  that  were  feem- 
ingly  the  leail  related  to  them.     To  this  propofal 
Cain  would  not  agree,  and  infifted  on  having  his 
own  twin  fifter,  bccaufe  fhe  was  fairer  than  the 
other.    Adam,  difpleafed  at  this  act  of  dilbbedience, 
referred  the  difpute  to  the  decifion  of  the  Lord  ; 
ordered  his  fons  to  bring  each  an  offering  before 
him  ;  and  told  them,  that  the  offering  which  had  the 
preference,  would  be  a  declaration  in  favour  of  him 
who  prefented  it,     On  the  offerings  being  brought, 
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and  that  of  Abel  accepted,  Cain,  ftimulated  by  re- 
fentment  and  love,  began  to  revolve  in  his  mind 
how  he  could  get  rid  of  fo  dangerous  a  rival,  and 
not  being  able  to  fix  upon  any  other  method  than 
his  deftruction,  as  foon  as  they  were  come  down 
from  the  Mount  where  they  had  been  facrificing,  fell 
upon  him  and  flew  him.  And  thus  a  woman  became 
the  caufe,  not  only  of  the  firft  quarrel,  but  of  the 
firft  introduction  of  death. 

Cain  and  his  pofterity  being,  for  this  barbarous- 
deed,  feparated  and  exiled  from  the  reft  of  the  hu- 
man race,  began  to  abandon  themfelves  to  every 
fpecies  of  wickednefs ;  and  it  is  fuppofed  were,  on 
that  account,  at  length  denominated  Sons  and 
Daughters  of  Men  :  while  the  pofterity  of  Seth, 
under  the  care  and  tuition  of  Adam,  having  as  re- 
markably diftinguiflied  themfelves  for  virtue,  and  a 
regard  to  the  divine  precepts,  at  length  alfo  acquired 
the  appellation  of  Sons  and  Daughters  of  God. 
This  family  of  Seth,  according  to  the  oriental  writers, 
fixed  its  habitation  on  the  mountain  where  Adam 
their  progenitor  was  buried ;  and  from  the  facred 
duft  depolited  there,  called  it  the  Holy  Mountain : 
while  Cain  and  his  pofterity  inhabited  the  valley  be- 
low*, and  there  conftantly  rioted  in  every  fpecies  of 
lewdnefs  and  debauchery.  In  the  time  of  Jared, 
when  the  family  of  Seth  was  much  increafed,  one 
hundred  and  twenty  of  the  fons  of  that  family,  or 
as  they  were  called,  the  Sons  of  God,  hearing  the 
found  of  mufic,  and  the  noife  of  feftivity  in  the  val- 
ley below,  agreed  for  once  to  defcend  from  their 
mountain,  and  partake  of  the  amufement.  On  their 
arrival,  they  were  fo  delighted  with  the  novelty  of 
the  fcene,  and  fo  captivated  with  the  beauty  of  the 

*  This  tradition  does  not  agree  with  the  banifhment  of  Cain,  as 
mentioned  by  Mofes. 
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women,  who  appeared  naked,  that  they  yielded  to 
their  charms,  and  defiled  themfelves  with  them : 
having  gone  this  length,  it  was  not  likely  they  mould 
flop  on  the  very  threshold  of  pleafure  :  accordingly, 
returning  from  time  to  time  to  vifit  thefe  women, 
they  at  laff  ventured  to  intermarry  with  them ;  and 
hence,  probably,  arofe  the  ftory  of  the  commerce 
between  the  Sons  of  God,  and  the  Daughters  of 
Men  :  a  ftory  which  gave  birth  to  an  opinion,  that 
by  the  Sons  of  God  were  meant  Angels,  who  had 
fo  far  deviated  from  the  dignity  of  their  incorporeal 
and  celeflial  nature,  as  to  debafe  themfelves  by  a 
carnal  knowledge  of  terreflrial  women.  To  this 
abfurd  and  ridiculous  notion,  no  little  flrength  has 
been  added  by  a  forgery,  called  the  Prophecy  of 
Enoch  ;  a  prophecy,  which,  like  too  many  others,  is 
long,  obfcure  and  unintelligible  * ;  evident  marks  of 

*  The  general  purport  of  this  long  and  ill  connected  prophecy, 
is,  That  in  thofe  times,  women  were  fo  exceedingly  beautiful 
and  tempting,  that  the  Egregarii,  or  guardian  angels,  who  were 
fet  to  watch  over  and  attend  them,  being  confiantly  expofed  to 
the  whole  artillery  of  their  charms,  at  laft  fell  fo  violently  in  love 
with  them,  that  they  difclofed  the  fecret  to  each  other,  and  en- 
tered into  an  agreement,  to  take  to  themfelves,  from  among  them, 
wives  of  thofe  that  were  faireft  in  their  eyes.  That  accordingly, 
in  the  year  of  the  world  1 1 70,  they  began  the  execution  of  their 
project ;  and  in  the  mod:  daring  and  flagitious  manner  continued 
it  to  the  time  of  the  deluge.  That  in  thofe  days,  were  born  to 
the  angels  who  had  thus  married,  giants,  who  devoured  human 
flefh,  of  which  they  were  fo  fond,  that  the  race  of  man  began 
thereby  greatly  to  decreafe  ;  that  many  complaints  on  this  fubjecl 
having  been  made  to  God,  he  fent  four  archangels,  who  bound 
thcfe  angels,  who  had  joined  themfelves  to  women,  and  produ- 
ced this  monftrous  progeny,  threw  them  into  the  great  abyfs,  and 
afterwards  fent  Gabriel,  another  archangel,  to  root  out  and  de- 
itroy  the  giants.  Other  oriental  traditions  rejate,  that  it  was  the 
rebel  angels,  who  had  taken  arms  againft  Omnipotence,  that  firft 
began  this  infamous  converfe  with  mortal  women,  from  whence 
iprung  a  race  of  mongers  and  daemons  inimical  to  virtue  and  to 
man  ;  and  who,  by  their  continued  crimes,  at  laif  provoked  the 
Almighty  to  fweep  them  from  the  face  of  the  earth  by  an  univerfal 
dehige. 


< 
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its  not  having  been  dictated  by  that  divine  fpirit,  who 
is  light  and  perfpicuity. 

But  though  we  cannot  pofitively  afcertain  the 
precife  meaning  of  Mofes,  when  he  fays,  the  Sons 
of -God  defiled  themfelves  with  the  daughters  of  men, 
we   may  venture  to  affirm,  that  the  expreflion  was 

de  ufe  of  to  chara&erife  fome  peculiar  fpecies  of 
wickednefs,  which,  with  other  debaucheries,  had 
become  fo  enormous,  that  the  Author  of  Nature  is 
faid  to  have  repented  that  he  had  made  man  ;  al- 
mofl  the  whole  race  of  whom  he  was  obliged  to  de- 
flroy  by  the  flood,  in  order  that  he  might  raife  up  a 
new  and  more  perfect  generation  ;  which  could  not 
have  been  done,  had  the  wicked  been  left  to  have 
mixed  with  and  contaminated  the  righteous. 

From  the  flood,  there  is  a  chafm  in  the  hiftory  of 
women  till  the  time  of  the  patriarch  Abraham,  wThen 
they  began  to  be  more  frequently  introduced  into 
the  facred  ftory,  feveral  of  their  actions  to  be  records 
ed ;  the  laws,  cuftoms,  and  ufages  by  which  they 
were  governed  to  be  exhibited;  all  of  which,  join- 
ed to  fome  anecdotes  of  their  public  and  private  life, 
enable  us  to  give  a  more  perfect  account  of  the  an- 
cient Ifraelitifh  women,  than  can  be  given  of  thofe 
of  any  other  nation,  till  we  come  to  the  Greeks* 
In  exhibiting  this  account,  we  have,  however,  judg- 
ed it  proper,  not  to  take  the  incidents  in  the  order 
in  which  they  are  related,  but  to  reduce  them  un- 
der different  heads,  for  the  fake  of  method  and  re- 
gularity. 


[     3*     ] 

CHAPTER    II. 

Of  Female  Education, 


I 


F  we  can  form  any  idea  of  the  general 
flate  of  mankind  in  the  infancy  of  the  world,  from 
the  flate  in  which  they  appear  in  the  infancy  of  every 
nation,  we  may  fuppofe  that  they  were  originally 
deflitute  of  every  thing  which  depends  on  civiliza- 
tion and  fociety,  and  of  almoft  every  fpecies  of  know- 
ledge, but  that  of  procuring  a  precarious  fubfiflence 
from  the  rivers  and  forefls  around  them. 

Neceflarily  impelled  to  employ  the  greatcfl  part  of 
their  time  in  this  manner,  they  would  have  but  little 
leifure,  and  perhaps  lefs  inclination,  to  cultivate 
their  minds.  The  inhabitants  of  the  woods,  and 
of  the  waves,  were  only  to  be  caught  by  force  or 
fraud  :  in  either  of  which  ways,  flrong  exertions,  or 
long  and  painful  watchings,  were  requifite ;  and  to 
thefe  exertions,  and  other  efforts,  the  conflant  calls 
of  nature  for  fuftenance  kept  up  an  unremitted  at- 
tention :  hence  it  would  be  long  before  the  human 
mind  began  to  extend  its  ideas  beyond  that  circle 
which  had  been  formed  by  neceffity,  and  continued 
by  cuflom  ;  that  courfe  of  fludy  and  difcipline,  that 
application  to  various  languages  and  arts,  which  we 
now  call  education,  was  then  totally  unknown  ;  and 
in  after  ages  only  fprung  up  by  degrees,  according 
as  incidents  gave  occaiion  to  thinking  on  new  pro- 
jects, and  acting  in  new  employments. 

A  confiderable  part  of  education  is  the  fludy  of 
languages ;  but  as  all  mankind  fpoke  originally  the* 
lame,    this  laborious  part  had  then  no  exiflence* 
When  a  diverfity  of  tongues  we're  introduced,  what 
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ljttLe  communication  and  commerce  was  then  carried 
on,  could  not  be  properly  managed,  unleis  the  par- 
ties underftood  one  another  :  and  hence  the  rlrft  ef- 
forts to  fludy  languages.  In  fome  of  the  milder  cli- 
mates of  Alia,  the  earth  fpontaneoufly  yielded  as 
much  food  as  fimple  unpampered  nature  required ; 
and  the  inhabitants  fupinely  enjoyed  her  gifts,  with- 
out troubling  themfelves  with  painful  exertions  of 
mind  or  of  body  :  but  when  the  human  race  had 
multiplied  fo  much,  that  they  were  obliged  to  dif- 
perfe  themfelves  into  climates  lefs  indulgent,  exer- 
tion became  necefTary  to  procure  food,  and  inven- 
tion to  remedy  the  inconveniences,  arx*  provide  againif. 
the  accidents  of  climate  and  fituation  :  thus  in  Egypt, 
the  annual  inundation  of  the  Nile  obliged  them  to 
raife  hgufes  on  pillars,  and  to  apply  to  Allronomy, 
that  they  might  know  the  feafons  when  thefe  inun- 
dations were  to  come  upon  them.  The  rigour  of 
feafons,  in  places  more  remote  from  the  fun,  obliged 
them  to  cover  themfelves  with  ikins,  and  to  build 
houfes :  and  the  fame  caufe,  perhaps,  at  frrfi,  gave 
birth  to  the  ufe  of  fire.  Were  we  thus  to  trace 
almoft  every  human  invention  to  its  fource,  we  mould 
generally  find  that  fource  to  have  been  neceffity. 

In  the  patriarchal  ages,  and  fome  time  after,  even 
among  people  considerably  removed  from  barbarity, 
we  have  hardly  the  lead  veftige  of  education  among 
the  men*,  and  would  therefore  in  vain  look  for  it 
among  the  women.  In  climates  where  the  Sponta- 
neous productions  of  the  earth  were  few,  and  where 
men  were  become  too  numerous  to  be  maintained  b 


oy 
af- 


hunting  and  fifhing,  neceffity  would  ftimulate  to  pa 

*  Schools  where  men  were  taught  the  arts  of  prophefying  and 
of  magic,  were  probably,  the  firit  that  were  itttHtiited ;  the  for- 
mer appear  to  haye  been  creeled  by  the  Ifcaelites,  the  latter  by 
the  Egyptians  or  Phoenicians. 
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turagc,  and  perhaps  to  fome  rude  efforts  in  agricul- 
ture ;  but  as  thefe  could  not  be  carried  on  without 
fome  kind  of  inftruments,  it  was  poftlbly  to  furniih 
fuch,  that  Tubal  Cain  began  firft  to  work  in  iron  and 
in  brafs.  Such  rude  inftruments  as  he  firft  con- 
ftru&ed,  might  upon  trial  fuggeft  to  him,  the  im- 
provements neceflary  for  making  others  more  adapted 
to  the  purpofe :  and  thefe  again,  might  lead  on  to 
works  of  fancy,  which  were  probably  the  firft  exercifes 
which  opened  and  expanded  the  powers  of  the  human 
mind,  giving  birth  to  carving  and  gilding,  and  feveral 
other  works  of  tafte,  which  the  Ifraelites  had  carried 
to  no  inconfiderable  degree  of  perfection  in  the  time 
of  Solomon  ;  and  even  to  chemiftry,  of  which  Mofes 
muft  have  had  no  incompetent  fkill,  to  enable  him 
to  ftamp  the  golden  calf  to  powder.  Into  fuch  ex- 
ercifes and  trades,  were  the  men,  in  the  times  we 
are  fpeaking  of,  ^initiated ;  but  it  is  in  vain,  that  we 
endeavour  to  difcover  what  was  taught  to  the  women : 
whether  they  were  regularly  inftrucled  in  any  thing, 
or  left  to  learn  what  they  could  from  nature,  or  from 
chance  ;  which  laft  we  are  inclined  to  think  was  the 
cafe,  as  writing  and  reading  were  not  then  invented  ; 
as  the  fciences  were  but  few,  and  thefe  few  only  in 
their  infancy ;  and  as  women  were  not  valued  for 
any  mental  qualifications,  but  only  for  their  perfonal 
charms. 

Of  all  the  nations  which  prefent  themfelves  in  the 
periods  we  are  confidering,  the  Egyptians  mod  deferv- 
edly  claim  our  attention  ;  as  it  was  from  them  that  we 
derived  the  firft  principles  of  all  our  arts,  fciences,  and 
cultivation.  It  was  the  Egyptians  who  firft  taught  the 
rude  and  uninftructed  Greeks :  the  Greeks  transmitted 
their  knowledge  to  the  Romans:  and  the  Romans 
carried  their  knowledge,  and  their  chains,  half  over 
the  globe.    In  whatever  light  we  view  the  Egyptians, 
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they  do  more  honour  to  human  nature  than  any  of 
the  ancients,  as  they  excelled  them  all  in  laws,  in 
arts,  and  in  government ;  fciences  in  which  they 
believed,  or  pretended  to  believe,  they  had  been 
improving  themfelves  during  a  period  of  no  lefs  than 
one  hundred  thoufand  years ;  though  this  mud  un- 
doubtedly appear  fabulous,  it  is  certain  that  they 
were  allowed  by  molt  of  the  ancients,  to  have  been 
one  of  the  firft  people  who  were  civilized  and  formed 
into  a  nation  governed  by  laws,  moftly  founded  on 
equity  and  wifdom  ;  in  fhort,  they  were,  even  in  the 
diltant  periods  we  are  fpeaking  of,  a  people  not 
much  inferior  to  many  of  thofe,  which  in  our  times 
make  no  defpicable  figure  in  the  prefent  civilized 
fyflem  of  Europe, 

It  is  among  the  Egpytians  only,  that,  in  the  pe- 
riods under  review,  we  meet  with  any  thing  refcm- 
bling  a  fyflem  of  fludy  and  education  ;  their  magi- 
cians, in  whom  moil  of  their  learning  centered,  flu- 
died,  and  taught,  fuch  fciences  as  were  then  known; 
the  moll  diftinguifhed  of  which  was  Ailronorny,  from 
which  it  appears,  that  women  were  not  akogether 
excluded  ;  for  we  are  told  that  Athyrte,  the  daughter 
of  Seloftris,  encouraged  her  father  to  undertake  his 
chimerical  fcheme  of  conquering  the  wTorld5  by  allur- 
ing him  of  fuccefs,  from  her  divinations,  from  her 
dreams  in  the  temples,  and  from  the  prodigies  fire 
had  feen  in  the  air.  Almofl  every  writer  on  an- 
cient Egypt  mentions,  that  the  women  managed  the 
greatefl  par*-  of  fuch  bufinefs  as  was  tranfa&ed  with- 
out doors,  and  that  the  commerce  of  the  nation  was 
peculiarly  allotted  to  them  ;  it  is  therefore  highly 
probable,  that  they  were  taught  the  ufe  of  numbers 
and  figures,  as  far  as  they  were  then  known  :  a 
fcience  without  the  ufe  of  which  trade  mud  have 
been  exceedingly  imperfefl  and  irregular.  As  writing 
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alfo  was  known  at  an  early  period  in  Egypt,  aiid 
as  it  is  hardly  lefs  neceffary  in  commerce  than  the 
ufe  of  figures,  it  is  probable  alfo,  that  the  Women 
were  taught  the  writing  then  in  ufe.  As  the  foft- 
nefs  and  fentimental  feelings  of  the  female  heart 
feem  excellently  well  adapted  to  the  foothing  drains 
of  mufic,  mufic  has  therefore  been  a  part  of  the  edu- 
cation of  the  fex  from  the  remoter!:  ages  of  anti- 
quity :  Mofes  frequently  mentions  fmging  men  and 
fmging  women,  and  we  fhall  afterwards  meet  with 
fmging  women  among  a  variety  of  the  nations  wd 
fhall  have  occafion  to  mention.  The  Egyptians, 
however,  were  in  this  refpecl:  fmgtilar ;  the  fame 
reafon  which  determined  other  nations  to  teach  wo- 
men that  pleafmg  art,  determined  the  Egyptians  to 
debar  them  from  it  * ;  becaufe,  faid  they,  it  foftens 
and  relaxes  the  mind.  But  when  we  recoiled"!:  what 
we  juft  now  related  of  the  employment  of  Women, 
it  will  in  a  great  meafure  elucidate  this  fingularity : 
it  was  probably  the  opinion  of  the  legillature,  that 
too  much  foftnefs  and  delicacy  would  difqualify  them 
For  managing  the  affairs  of  trade  and  commerce  ; 
and  that  though  a  certain  foftnefs  of  the  fex  was 
encouraged  in  all  other  countries,  it  would  but  ill 
have  fuited  the  Egyptian  women,  who  were  gene- 
rally occupied  in  fuch  employments  as  were  every 
where  elfe  deftined  to  the  men.  However  this  be, 
when  we  furvey  the  accounts  given  us  by  the  an- 
cients, of  the  arts,  fciences,  laws ;  and,  above  all, 
of  the  culture,  and  wifdom  of  the  Egyptians  ;  when 
we  confider  the  high  eflimation,  in  which  Women  were 
held,  and  the  powers  with  which  they  Were  inverted; 
when,  to  thefe,  we  add  the  literary  fame  of  the  na» 
tion,  we  have  the  ftrongefl  reafons  to  conclude,  that 
though  we  are  at  this  period  unacquainted  with  their 

*   Herodotus,  and  fome   other   authors,  doubt  whether  the 
Egyptians  prohibted  their  women  from  learning  mafic. 
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fyfterri  of  female  education,  it  certainly  was  fuch  as 
fuited  the  dignity  of  fo  wife  a  people,  and  of  a  fex 
fo  loved  and  reipected.   ' 

tt  is  not  £afy  to  determine  whether  the  Phoeni- 
cians at  firff.  borrowed  their  learning  from  the  Egyp- 
tians, but,  lioWever  that  be,  they  were  in  the  times 
we  are  confidering-,  little  behind  them  in  know* 
ltdgt.  They  cultivated  Arithmetic  and  Aftronomy, 
and  applied  them  to  the  purpofes  of  trade  and  navi* 
gation.  Mofchiis,  a  Sydonian,  before  the  Trojail 
War,  taught  the  philoibphical  doclrine  of  atoms ; 
and  Abdomeneus  of  Tyre  undertook  to  difpute  with 
Solomon,  king  oflfrael ;  in  thofe  days  reckoned  the 
mod  redoubtable  champion  of  learning  and  of  wif- 
dom.  Tyre  and  Sydon  were  at  this  time  renowned 
for  the  fciences  and  for  philofophy. 

Man,  in  his  rude  and  uncultivated  (late,  forms 
his  connections  with  woman  from  a  regard  to  the 
beauty  of  her  perfon  only  ;  when  he  becomes  ci- 
vilized, he  regards  the  qualities  of  her  mind,  as  well 
as  the  charms  of  her  body.  We  can  hardly  there- 
fore fuppofe,  that  the  Phoenicians,  a  people,  who„ 
in  commerce  and  navigation  excelled  all  others,  and 
Were  fecond  to  none  in  politenefs  and  learning, 
would  totally  neglect  to  inftil  into  the  minds  of  their 
Women,  any  of  that  knowledge  which  was  in  fo  much 
national  efteem  and  veneration  ;  but  we  only  offer 
this  as  conjecture,  as  the  hiftory  of  thefe  people  is 
entirely  filent  on  the  fubjecT: :  and  indeed  hiftory  in 
general  throws  but  a  faint  gleam  of  light  on  the  ages 
Under  review ;  which,  among  many  other  reafons, 
may  in  part  be  owing  to  that  peace  and  quiet  which 
We  may  fuppofe  the  world  then  enjoyed  for  many 
ages ;  for  hiftory  palfes  in  lllence  over  whole  cen- 
turies of  peace,  and  takes  notice  only  of  wars,  con- 
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quefts,  and  revolutions ;  as  if  nothing  were  worthy 
of  the  ear  of  pofterity,  but  the  crimes  and  follies  of 
their  anceflors. 

What  we  have  obferved  of  the  Phoenicians,  may, 
in  a  great  meafure,  be  equally  applied  to  the  Baby- 
lonians ;  they  are  acknowledged  by  all  antiquity,  to 
have  been  the  flrft  who  made  ufe  of  writing  in  their 
public  and  judicial  acts ;  but  though  the  exact  period 
in  which  they  began  this  invention  is  not  known,  we 
are  neverthelefs  certain,  that  they  were  early  difhin- 
guiihed  for  their  politenefs  and  learning.  We  fhall 
have  occafion  afterwards,  to  relate  the  care  and  pains 
they  took  in  adorning  the  peribns  of  their  women  -9 
from  which  we  may  conclude,  that  they  did  not  leave 
their  minds  without  cultivation  and  improvement. 
The  nations  which  were  contemporary  with,  or  for 
feveral  ages  fucceeded  to  thofe  we  have  now  men- 
tioned, were,  when  compared  to  them,  as  the  reft 
of  the  world  now  is,  when  compared  to  Europe  ; 
hardly  juft  entering  on  the  threfhold  of  knowledge  : 
and  Europe,  which  now  appears  with  fuch  diftin- 
guifhed  luftre,  was  then  involved  in  ignorance  and 
barbarity  ;  nor  had  its  fcattered  and  wretched  inha- 
bitants difcovered  any  fymptoms  of  that  genius  which 
now  eclipfes  all  other  countries.  It  was  by  fome 
colonies  from  Afia,  that  the  fciences  were  firft  intro- 
duced anion?  them.     And  fuch  is  the  fate  of  human 

o 

affairs,  that  from  the  time  thefe  fciences  were  firii: 
tranfplanted,  they  feemed  to  abandon  their  native 
foil,  and  attach  themfelves  entirely  to  Europe.  The 
Afiatics  either  loft  their  tafte  for  them,  or,  in  pro- 
fecuting  them,  had  already  exhaufted  their  utmoft 
powers ;  the  Europeans  acquired  that  tafte,  and 
continue  ftill  to  cultivate  and  extend  it,  by  ftretches 
of  genius  and  invention,  to  which  no  limits  can  be 
fixed. 
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When,  from  Europe,  we  again  return  to  the 
Eafl,  we  cannot  help  lamenting,  that  antiquity  has 
hardly  left  any  traces  of  the  manner  in  which  their 
women  were  educated  ;  and  it  is  from  fcattered  hints 
only,  that  we  can  difcover  any  thing  concerning 
them.  One  of  thefe  hints  informs  us,  that  fome  of 
the  nations  whom  Cyrus  conquered  had  taught  their 
women  mufic  ;  for  Cyrus  gave  two  female  muficians, 
who  were  his  captives,  as  a  prefent  to  his  uncle 
Cyaxares ;  and  female,  as  well  as  male  muficians, 
were,  in  thole  times,  frequently  retained  by  the  great 
to  amufe  them  in  their  hours  of  relaxation  and  fefti- 
vity,  by  their  ikill  in  playing  upon  fuch  inftruments 
as  were  then  in  ufe,  by  the  melody  of  their  voices, 
and  by  the  various  geftures  which  they  pra&ifed  in 
dancing.  If,  in  the  times  we  are  confidering,  the 
plan  of  female  education  comprehended  any  thing 
farther,  we  may  fuppofe  that  it  took  in  only  fuch 
other  arts  of  attraftion  as  the  eaftern  women  have 
always  been  famous  for,  and  which  the  men  have 
always  regarded  as  their  principal  qualification.  In 
a  few  cafes,  however,  it  is  probable,  they  were  in- 
ftrucled  in  fome  of  the  ufeful  learning  of  the  times  ; 
for  the  education  of  the  children  of  the  kings  of  the 
Medes  and  Perfians  was  for  many  ages  committed  to 
the  women.  Dejoces,  their  flrfl  king,  began  the 
cuftom  ;  and  it  was  continued  till  fome  ages  after  the 
reign  of  Cyrus,  and  is  at  this  day  pra&ifed  in  many 
places  of  the  Eafl:.  As  thefe  young  rnonarchs  were 
entirely  entrusted  to  the  care  of  women  till  the  age 
of  fifteen  or  fixteen,  one  would  naturally  conclude, 
that  the  women  rnuft  have  been  capable  of  teaching, 
at  lead  a  part  of,  the  falhionable  learning  of  the 
times  :  but  if  it  was  the  fame  amen?;  the  ancient 
Medes  and  Perfians,  as  it  is  now  among  their  de- 
fendants, they  were  not  capable  of  doing  fo ;  for 
the  education  which  the  ycunp*  eaftem  nrinces  at 
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prefent  receive  from  their  women,  is  little  elfe  than 
the  iirft  principles  of  effeminacy  and  debauchery, 
with  hardly  even  a  fmall  tm&ure  of  that  learning  be- 
llowed on  their  fubjefts :  and  hence  fo  many  of  the 
eaflern  monarchs  dedicate  their  lives  to  cruelty  and 
4ebauchery.  Even  Cyrus  hirnielf,  though  trained 
up  in  a  better  manner,  and  almoft  in  every  refpect 
fuperior  to  the  herd  of  eaflern  monarchs,  flained 
his  memory  with  the  fouleft  infamy,  by  perverting 
the  education  of  the  Lydians,  for  no  other  crime 
than  endeavouring  to  regain  their  liberty,  of  which 
he  had  unjuftly  deprived  them.  Cyrus  had  intrud- 
ed the  gold  which  he  had  found  in  the  treafury  of 
Crcefus,  king  of  Lydia,  to  Pa&yas,  one  of  his  fa- 
vourites ;  who  feeing  himfelf  mailer  of  fo  much 
wealth,  thought  he  could  not  better  employ  it,  than 
in  instigating  the  Lydians  to  place  him  at  their  head, 
and  make  oif  the  yoke  of  the  conqueror,  Cyrus, 
in  revenge,  determined  to  carry  oil  the  whole  of 
the  people,  and  fell  them  for  Haves ;  a  refolution 
which  he  made  known  to  Crcefus,  his  prifoner  ; 
who  fearing  the  utter  deflruclion  of  his  country, 
advifed  Cyrus  only  to  take  vengeance  on  Pa&yas ; 
and  in  order  to  prevent  any  future  attempt  of  the 
fame  nature,  to  forbid  the  Lydians  the  ufe  of  arms, 
and  oblige  them  to  to  be  educated  in  the  mofl  de- 
bauched and  effeminate  manner.  Cyrus  followed 
this  advice,  and  the  Lydians  foon  became  the  moll 
infamous  and  abandoned  people  in  the  world.  Hif- 
tory  affords  but  too  many  examples  of  monarchs,  and 
of  parents,  having  winked  at  the  improper  educa- 
tion of  their  fubje&s  and  children :  tins  is  the  only 
jnffance  where  the  fource  of  every  virtue  was  avow- 
edly contaminated  by  public  authority  ;  an  inflance 
in  which  we  are  at  a  lofs  to  determine,  wThether  the 
character  of  Cyrus,  or  of  Crcefus,  appears  the.  moll: 
defpicable  and  infamous. 
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Were  we  to  indulge  in  idle  fpeculation  ;  were  we 
to  form  conjectures  without  proper  authority  to  fup- 
port  them ;  we  might  relate  many  plaufible  opinions 
concerning  the  education  of  women  among  the  an- 
cients ;  but  as  the  fubjecl:,  from  the  time  of  the 
Egyptian:  and  fome  other  nations  we  have  men- 
tioned, to  thofe  of  Greece  and  Rome,  is  involved 
in  the  gloom  of  obfcurity,  we  rather  chufe  to  pafs 
over  it  in  filence,  than  to  hazard  opinions,  when  we 
are  uncertain  whether  the  fcale  of  probability  pre- 
ponderates for  or  againfl  them. 

We  mall  fee  afterward,  when  we  come  to  treat 
of  the  rank  and  condition  of  women,  that  in  Greece, 
even  in  its  mod  flouriihing  and  cultivated  flate,  they 
were  little  better  than  flaves :  nor  indeed  was  it 
poifible,  that  they  could  in  any  place  ever  arrive  at 
that  importance  feemingly  defigned  them  by  nature, 
while  their  genius  was  not  cultivated,  nor  their  latent 
qualities  called  forth  into  view.  Other  qualities, 
fuch  as  beauty,  and  the  art  of  {hewing  it  to  advan- 
tage, may,  in  thofe  moments  when  the  heart  is  foft- 
ened  by  love,  or  the  fpirits  elevated  by  wine,  give 
to  the  women  a  temporary  afcendency  over  the  men, 
and  enable  them  to  bend  them  at  pleafure  ;  as  in  the 
cafe  of  Thais  and  Alexander.  Such  an  afcendency, 
however,  is  commonly  but  fleeting  and  tranfient ;  cool 
reafon  foon  refumes  the  place  which  pafiion  had 
ufurped,  and  the  empire  which  had  been  built  on 
pallion,  tumbles  like  the  bafelefs  fabric  of  a  vifion ; 
while  that  which  is  fupportedv  by  education  and 
fenfe,  (lands  the  tefl  of  time,  and  the  various  inci- 
dents of  life.  It  is,  however,  to  be  lamented,  that 
a  proper  education  has  feldom  fallen  to  the  lot  of 
women  ;  even  in  the  politefl  countries,  it  is  either 
too  much  neglected,  or  conducted  on  a  frivolous 
and  miflaken  plan.     The  education  of  the  Greek 
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women,  during  what  are  called  the  heroic  ages*, 
feems  to  have  been  of  this  nature  ;  for  we  find  Pe- 
leus,  in  the  Andromache  of  Euripides,  reproaching 
Menelaus,  father  of  the  famous  Helen,  for  being 
the  occafion  of  the  diifolute  conduct  of  that  lady,  by 
the  bad  education  he  had  given  her :  nor  have  we 
reafon  to  believe,  that  in  thofe  times  bad  education 
was  confined  to  this  fmgle  inftance  only,  but  rather 
that  it  was  a  general  evil,  and  never  after  properly 
remedied  ;  a  conjecture  which  the  fubfequent  hiflory 
of  Greece  will  but  too  amply  verify. 

There  is  not  a  fubjeel:  which  ancient  hiftory  takes 
lefs  notice  of,  than  that  of  education,  and  particu- 
larly of  the  education  of  women.  In  early  periods, 
and  among  uncultivated  people,  the  fex  do  not  feem 
to  have  been  of  confequence  enough  to  employ  the 
attention  of  the  public,  nor  the  pen  of  the  hiilorian  : 
a  few  iketches  of  the  plan  of  education  fettled  by 
Solon,  the  famous  Athenian  lawgiver,  are  the  moll 
ancient  that  have  been  handed  down  to  our  times ; 
and  they  ferve  to  corroborate  an  opinion,  which  we 
have  always  entertained,  that  the  education  of  the 
ancients  was  more  directed  to  improve  the  body  than 
the  mind.  Solon  ordained,  that  youth  in  general 
mould  be  firft  taught  to  fwim,  and  to  imbibe  the 
rudiments  of  literature  ;  that  the  poor  mould  be  in- 
ftru&ed  in  trades,  mechanic  arts,  and  agriculture  ; 
but  that  fuch  as  could  afford  a  genteel  education 
mould  learn  to  play  on  mufical  inftrumeuts,  to  ride, 
to  hunt,  and  be  expert  in  every  kind  of  exercife  ;  to 
all  which  they  were  to  add  the  ftudy  of  philofophy. 
Such  was  his  fyftem  of  male  education  ;  a  fyflem 
more  calculated  to  flrengthen  the  body  to  than  to 

*  Several  of  the  firft  ages,  during  the  infancy  of  the  Grecian 
dates,  were  called  heroic  ;  becaufe  then  the  men  dedicated  almoft 
the  whole  of  their  time  to  feats  of  heroifm  and  of  arms. 
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cultivate  the  mind.  Such  gleanings  of  his  female 
fyftem  as  have  reached  our  times,  are  (till  more  ex- 
traordinary :  young  women  were  ordered  to  exercife 
themfelves  in  running,  wreftling,  throwing  quoits, 
darts,  and  other  mafculine  amufements ;  which  mull 
have  tended  in  the  ftrongeft  manner  to  deitroy  every 
feed  of  delicacy  that  nature  had  implanted  in  the 
female  mind  ;  and  which,  in  all  probability,  gave 
birth  to  that  boldnefs  and  effrontery,  for  which  the 
Athenian  women  at  lail  were  fo  remarkable. 

If  Solon,  in  his  fcheme  of  legiflation,  inftituted 
that  any  culture  mould  be  bellowed  on  the  female 
mind,  fuch  inftitutions  have  not  reached  our  times : 
and  when  we  confider  how  the  Greek  women  were 
treated,  and  that  healthful  and  rebuff  bodies  were 
reckoned  their  chief  qualifications,  as  enabling  them 
to  give  ftrong  and  healthful  children  to  the  Hate ; 
•we  have  realbn  to  believe,  that  no  fuch  inftitations 
ever  exifted.  Lycurgus,  the  no  lefs  famous  Spartan 
legiflator,  feems  to  have  thought  women  almofl  be- 
low his  notice :  nor  need  we  wonder  at  this,  when 
we  confider,  that  his  whole  intention,  and  the  con- 
flant  fcope  of  all  his  laws,  was  to  divert  mankind  of 
all  that  was  implanted  in  them  by  nature  ;  and,  upon 
the  principles  of  art,  to  form  a  race  of  heroes,  who 
mould  be  infenfible  to  every  feeling  but  the  love  of 
their  country.  Women,  he  found,  were  but  ill 
calculated  for  this  purpofe  :  patriotism  is  a  principle 
feldom  fo  ft'rong  in  them  as  in  men,  and  humanity  is 
generally  much  flronger :  the  acutenefs  of  therr 
feelings  made  them  lefs  able  to  bear  all  the  pains  and 
difficulties  of  eradicating  whatever  is  natural,  and 
the  weaknefs  of  their  bodies  difqualified  them  for 
becoming  heroines :  they  were  therefore  unfit  fub- 
je&s  for  carrying  the  ideas  of  Lycurgus  into  execution ; 
and  on  that  account,  it  feems  probable,  he   gave 
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himfelf  little  other  trouble  about  them,  than  to  take 
care  that  their  company  fhould  neither  effeminate 
nor  debauch  his  men. 

That  the  Grecian  women  had  not  the  leafl  tinc- 
ture of  polite  education,  even  in  the  mofl  flouriftiing 
periods  of  their  ftates,  appears  from  the  refpecl:  and 
efleem  which  public  proftitutes  acquired,  merely  by 
having  the  advantage  over  them  in  this  accomplim- 
ment.  We  fhall  have  occafion  to  mention  this  fub- 
ject  afterwards ;  and  therefore  at  prefent  mall  only 
obferve,  that  many  of  the  greater!  of  their  philofo- 
phers  publicly  vilited  thefe  proftitutes,  and  even 
fometimes  carried  their  wives  to  be  inftru&ed  by 
their  leffons.  Befides  what  we  have  already  men- 
tioned, we  find  that  a  few  of  the  Greek  women 
were  inftrucled  in  mufic  ;  and  that  fuch  only  were 
admitted  to  fome  of  their  public  feafls ;  their  mothers, 
or  other  female  relations,  alfo  taught  them  the  com- 
mon female  employments  and  cuftoms  of  their  coun- 
try, and  inftilled  into  the  minds  of  fuch  as  would 
receive  it,  a  tincture  of  that  Stoical  pride  and  hero- 
ifm  for  which  their  men  were  fo  much  renowned  :  in 
every  thing  elfe,  they  were  miferably  deficient,  and 
their  conftant  confinement,  to  their  want  of  educa- 
tion, added  want  of  knowledge  of  the  world  ;  fo 
that,  on  the  whole,  never  were  women  found  fo 
ignorant,  in  a  nation  fo  much  famed  for  knowledge. 

If  we  except  the  Egyptians,  the  whole  hiftory  of 
antiquity  exhibits  to  us  a  fcene  in  which  we  find 
women  groaning  under  the  hard  hand  of  oppreihon, 
deprived  of  many  rights  of  nature  ;  and,  till  we 
arrive  at  the  Romans,  never  attaining  to  any  natural 
or  political  confequence.  In  Rome,  however,  we  find 
them  not  only  emerging  from  ilavery,  but  ftarting 
up  at  once  into  real  importance.  In  the  earlier  periods 
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of  this  great  republic  the  Romans  had  but  few  laws, 
and  no  intercourfe  but  with  rude  and  ferocious  neigh- 
bours like  themfelves :  hence  the  only  education  of 
men  was  that  of  war,  rigid  ceconomy,  and  inflexi- 
ble patriotifm ;  which  are  all  virtues  of  neceflity  in 
the  infancy  of  almoft  every  ilate.  The  education 
of  women  confuted  in  learning  the  duties  and  employ- 
ments of  domeftic  life  ;  fuch  as  cookery,  fpinning, 
weaving,  and  fewing  ;  which  were  taught  them  by 
their  mothers  or  relations.  In  thofe  days,  children 
were  not  fuckled  in  the  hut  of  a  mercenary  nurfe, 
but  by  the  chaffe  mother  who  bore  them  ;  their  edu- 
cation, during  nonage,  was  in  her  hands ;  and  it  was 
her  chief  care  to  inflil  into  them  every  virtuous  prin- 
ciple :  in  her  prefence,  every  loofe  word,  or  impro- 
per action,  were  ftriclly  prohibited ;  fhe  fuperin- 
tended  not  only  their  ferious  fhidies,  but  even  their 
amufements,  which  were  always  conducted  with  de- 
cency and  moderation.  But  by  degrees,  as  the 
Romans  became  rich  with  the  plunder  of  their  neigh- 
bours, as  the  tafte  for  the  arts  and  fciences  became 
more  general,  the  education  of  the  women  began  to 
be  extended  on  a  larger  fcale  ;  and  to  the  domeflic 
duties  taught  them  by  their  mothers,  were  added 
fuch  parts  of  polite  education,  as  were  thought 
neceflary  for  cultivating  their  minds :  this  education 
we  know,  from  the  ftory  of  Virginia,  they  received 
at  public  fchools ;  where  fciences  and  literature,  no 
longer  confined  to  rigid  philofophers  only,  began  to 
aiTume  a  fofter  form,  and  to  fuit  themfelves  to  female 
talents  and  genius. 

It  has  long  been  alleged  by  the  men,  that  the 
women,  when  learned,  are  generally  pedants ;  how 
far  this  opinion  is  jufl,  we  (hall  not  pretend  to  de- 
termine ;  but  mould  it  really  be  fo,  we  may  natu- 
rally enough  account  for  it:  the  knowledge  of  wo- 
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men,  in  general,  is  much  lefs  extenfive  than  that  of 
the  men;  on  this  account,  when  any  individual  among 
them  finds  that  (lie  is  poifeffed  of  a  confiderable  mare 
of  knowledge,  fhe  confiders  herfelf  as  thereby  fo 
much  elevated  above  the  reft  of  her  fex,  that  me 
cannot  help  taking  every  opportunity  of  {hewing  this 
elevation. 

Juvenal  exhibits  fome  of  the  Roman  ladies  of  his 
time  in  this  light :  "  They  fall,  fays  he,  on  the 
"  praifes  of  Virgil ;  they  weigh  in  the  fame  ba- 
"  lance  the  merit  of  that  poet  and  of  Homer ; 
"  they  find  excufes  for  Dido's  having  ftabbed  her- 
"  felf,  and  determine  of  the  beautiful,  and  of  the 
"  fovereign  good."  Whether  the  fatire  here  ex- 
hibited be  true  or  falfe,  it  affords  a  proof,  that$  in 
the  days  of  this  poet,  learning  was  not  negleded  by 
the  women  of  Rome  :  but  this  is  not  the  only  proof 
we  can  bring  to  fupport  this  fact;  others  are  fre- 
quently to  be  met  with  in  the  Roman  hiflory.  Cicero 
mentions,  with  encomiums,  feveral  ladies,  whofe 
tafte  in  eloquence  and  philofophy  did  honour  to  their 
fex ;  and  Quintilian,  with  no  fmall  applaufe,  has 
quoted  fome  of  the  letters  of  Cornelia  ;  befides 
which,  we  have  fortunately  a  fpeech  of  Hortenfia 
preferved  by  Appian  ;  which  for  elegance  of  lan- 
guage, and  juftnefs  of  thought,  would  have  done 
honour  to  a  Cicero,   or  a  Demofthenes*.     What 

*  The  unhappy  women  you  fee  here  imploring  your  juftice  and 
bounty,  would  never  have  prefumed  to  appear  in  this  place,  had 
they  not  firft  made  ufe  of  all  other  means,  which  their  natural 
modefty  could  fuggeft  to  them.  Though  our  appearing  here  may 
may  feem  contrary  to  the  rules  of  decency  prefcribed  to  our  fex, 
which  we  have  hitherto  obferved  with  all  ftrictnefs  ;  yet  the  Jofs 
of  our  fathers,  children,  brothers,  and  hufbands,  may  fufficiently 
excufe  us,  especially  when  their  unhappy  deaths  are  made  a  pre- 
tence for  our  further  misfortunes  :  you  pretend  that  they  had  of- 
fended and  provoked  you,  but  what  injury  have  we  women  done, 
that  we  mtift  be  impoverifhed  ?  if  we  are  blameable  as  the  men, 
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gave  occafion  to  the  fpeech  was,  the  Triumvirs  of 
Rome  wanting  a  large  fum  of  money  for  carrying 
on  a  war,  and  having  met  with  great  difficulties  in 
raifing  it,  they  drew  up  a  lift  of  fourteen  hundred 
of  the  richer!  of  the  ladies,  whom  they  intended  to 
tax.  Thefe  ladies,  after  having  in  vain  tried  every 
method  to  evade  fo  great  an  innovation,  at  laft 
having  chofen  Horteniia  for  their  fpeaker,  went 
along  with  her  to  the  market-place,  where  me  ad- 
dreflfed  the  Triumvirs  while  they  were  adminiftering 
juftice.  The  Triumvirs  being  offended  at  the  bold- 
nefs  of  the  women,  ordered  them  to  be  driven  away ; 
but  the  populace  growing  tumultuous,  they  were 
afraid  of  an  infurrection  ;  and  reduced  the  lift  of 
women  to  be  taxed  to  four  hundred. 

why  do  you  not  profcribe  us  too  ?  have  we  declared  you  ene- 
mies to  your  country  ?  have  we  fuborned  your  foldiers  ?  raifed. 
troops  againfr.  you,  or  oppofed  you  in  the  purfuits  of  thofe  hon- 
ours and  offices  which  you  claim  ?  We  pretend  not  to  govern  the 
republic,  nor  is  it  our  ambition  which  has  drawn  the  prefent  mif- 
fortune  on  our  heads  ;  empire,  dignities,  and  honours  are  not  for 
us  ;  why  then  mould  we  contribute  to  a  war  in  which  we  have  no 
manner  of  interefl  ?  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  in  the  Carthaginian 
war,  our  mothers  affifted  the  republic,  which  was,  at  that  time, 
reduced  to  the  utmoft  diftrefs  ;  but  neither  their  heufes,  their 
lands,  nor  their  moveables,  were  fold  for  that  fervice  ;  fome 
rings  and  a  few  jewels  furnifhed  the  fupply ;  nor  was  it  conltraint 
nor  violence,  that  forced  thefe  from  them  :  what  they  contributed 
was  the  voluntary  offering  of  generofity.  What  danger  at  pre- 
fent threatens  Rome  ?  If  the  Gauls,  or  Parthians,  were  en- 
camped on  the  banks  of  the  Tiber,  or  the  Anio,  you  fhould  find 
us  not  lefs  zealous  in  the  defence  of  our  country  than  cur  mothers 
were  before  us  ;  but  it  becomes  not  us,  and  we  are  refolved  that 
we  will  not  be  any  way  concerned  in  civil  war.  Neither  Marius, 
nor  Caefar,  nor  Pompey,  ever  thought  of  obliging  us  to  take  part 
in  the  domeftic  troubles  which  their  ambition  had  railed  ;  nay, 
nor  did  even  Sylla  himfelf,  who  firft  fet  up  Tyranny  in  Rome  ; 
and  yet  you  affume  the  glorious  title  of  Reformers  of  the  State  ! 
a  title  which  will  turn  to  your  eternal  infamy ;  if,  without  the 
lead  regard  to  the  laws  of  equity,  you  perfift  in  your  wicked  refo- 
lution  of  plundering  thofe  of  their  lives  and  fortunes,  who  have 
given  you  no  juft  caufe  of  offence. 
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As  we  do  not  propofe  to  write  the  hiflory  of  learned 
women,  but  only  to  give  a  general  detail  of  the  care 
bellowed  on  the  education  of  that  fex ;  we  return 
to  obferve,  that  the  Romans  were  at  great  pains  in 
teaching  their  young  men.  Thofe  who  could  afford 
it,  commonly  kept  in  their  own  houfes  preceptors 
to  inflrucl:  them ;  and  thofe  who  could  not,  fent 
them  to  public  fchools,  where  they  were  generally 
inflructed  by  Grecian  mafters:  befides  thefe  methods, 
fuch  fathers  as  were  capable,  taught  their  own  chil- 
dren, not  only  the  literature  of  the  times,  but  alfo 
morality,  and  their  duty  to  their  country.  Cato 
inflructed  his  fon  in  fuch  a  variety  of  arts  and  exer- 
cifes,  as  feem  almofl  improbable  ;  and  Auguftus, 
though  fovereign  of  the  world,  taught  his  grand- 
children to  write.  When  fuch  were  the  teachers, 
when  fuch  the  love  of  learning,  we  may  allure  our- 
felves  that  women,  who  had  now  attained  no  fmall 
importance,  were  not  neglected :  and  it  is  probable, 
from  the  greatnefs  of  mind,  which  many  of  them  in 
a  variety  of  inflances  difplayed,  that  their  education 
had  always  a  tendency,  not  only  to  infpire  them  with 
fentiments  of  morality,  but  likewife  with  that  inflex- 
ible conflancy  and  firmnefs  of  mind,  fo  exceedingly 
neceffary  in  a  flate,  whofe  agitations  and  convulfions 
were  fo  frequent,  that  every  member  flood  in  need 
of  the  utmoll  fortitude  to  fuilain  the  mock. 

Such  a  mode  of  education,  however,  we  imagine 
was  counteracting  nature,  and  robbing  the  fex  of 
that  fofmefs,  and  timidity,  in  which  confifls  half 
their  charms ;  and  fuch,  though  in  a  few  inflances 
it  fucceeded,  never  had  any  general  influence ; 
for  the  Roman  women,  though  they  boafled  while 
in  fecurity  of  all  the  heroifm  of  their  hufbands,  were 
in  fuch  a  confternation  when  Hannibal  approached 
the  gates  of  Rome,  that  they  were  forbid  to  appear 
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in  the  ftreets,  left  their  cries  fhould  difpirit  the  fol- 
diers,  aad  fpread  a  general  panic  through  the  city. 

As  we  are  able  only  to  give  fo  imperfect  an  ac- 
count of  the  female  education  of  the  Romans,  a  peo- 
ple whofe  hiftory  we  are  almoft  as  well  acquainted 
with,  as  with  that  of  our  own  times  ;  it  is  not  to  be 
expected  that  we  can  throw  much  light  upon  that 
fubjecl,  among  the  nations  that  were  contemporary 
with  them,  as  they  were  in  a  flate  of  too  much  ig- 
norance to  have  any  hiftorical  records ;  and  as  we 
have  no  complete  detail  of  their  manners  and  cuftoms, 
but  only  fome  iketches.in  Tacitus,  and  a  few  of  the 
other  Roman  writers. 

If  by  education  we  mean  the  culture  of  letters, 
of  arts,  and  of  fciences ;  in  vain  will  we  look  for  it 
among  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  the  North.  The 
Scandinavians,  and  other  tribes,  who,  in  thofe 
times,  pofTeffed  the  greateft  part  of  Europe,  were 
hardly  acquainted  with  the  flighted:  rudiments  of 
literature,  or  of  fcience*.  In  the  favage  ftate  in 
which  they  were,  no  ideas  are  entertained  of  the 
neceflity,  or  utility  of  any  thing,  but  what  immedi- 
ately contributes  to  the  fuftenance  or  clothing  of 
the  body  ;  no  honour  to  procuring  thefe,  by  any 
other  methods,  than  rapine  and  plunder  ;  hence 
their  men  were  trained  to  gaining  their  fubfiilence 
by  feats  of  arms,  and  wafting  it  in  thoughtlefs  fei- 
tivity.  Their  women,  who  frequently  accompanied 
the  men  in  their  plundering  expeditions,  and  who 
befides  had  every  labour  and  drudgery  to  perform, 
could  not  have  much  time  for  attaining  knowledge  ; 
as  they  were  not,  however,  always  of  thefe  parties, 

*  Such  is  the  cafe  at  this  time  with  the  Drufes ;  they  reckon 
learning  one  of  thofe  low  and, contemptible  acquifitions  bnly  h: 
for  women. 
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but  fometimes  left  at  home ;  if  there  were  any 
glimmerings  of  knowledge  ;  if  there  was  any  wif- 
dom,  it  was  moflly  to  be  found  among  them  ;  and 
they  acquired  it,  not  by  a  laborious  courfe  of  edu- 
cation, but  by  experience  and  reflection  upon  the 
contingencies  which  happened  in  thofe  hours  of 
folitude,  when  the  human  mind  is  moil  fufceptible 
of  inflruction. 

What  they  had  thus  learned,  of  arts,  of  improve- 
ments, or  ceconomy,  they  taught  to  their  daugh- 
ters ;  hence  women  were  generally  more  enlight- 
ened than  men ;  and  hence  alfo  they  acquired  an 
extraordinary  degree -of  efleem,  and  were  often 
confulted  as  oracles.  Befides  the  few  arts  and  do- 
meflic  occupations  known  among  a  people  fo  rude 
and  fimple,  the  mothers  alfo  exerted  themfelves  in 
teaching  their  daughters  the.  virtues  of  prudence 
and  chaflity  ;  which  they  did  no  lefs  by  example 
than  by  precept ;  and  both  being  united,  had  fo 
happy  an  effect,  that  the  ancient  Scandinavian  wo- 
men were  not  only  among  the  firft  who  attained  to 
that  efleem  due  to  their  fex,  but  who  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  that  honour  and  regard,  which  Europe  at 
prefent  pays  as  a  tribute  to  beauty  and  merit. 

During  the  long  and  fuccefsful  reign  of  chivalry 
in  Europe ;  as  women  were  the  conflant  objects  of 
romantic  heroifm  and  extravagant  adoration,  we 
may  naturally  conclude,  that  their  education  tend- 
ed chiefly  to  enable  them  to  fliew  themfelves  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  to  excite  heroes  to  fight  for,  and  lovers 
to  adore  them.  Even  fo  late  as  the  beginning  of 
the  fourteenth  century,  there  was  hardly  any  learn- 
ing among  the  men  ;  the  Greek  was  fo  entirely  neg- 
lected, that  the  celebrated  Petrarch  could  not  in 
Italy,  nor  France,  find  one  perfon  capable  of  in- 
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llrucYmg  him  in  it :  the  Latin  was  known  in  a  rude 
and  imperfect  manner  only  to  a  few ;  and  hardly 
was  there  to  be  found  a  woman ,  who  coukl  read 
the  language  of  her  own  country ;  and  if  fuch  a 
one  was  here  and  there  to  be  met  with,  me  was 
reckoned  a  prodigy. 

When  the  men,  who  before  had  fpent  their  days 
in  tournaments  and  feats  of  arms,  began  to  turn 
their  attention  towards  the  arts  of  peace,  the  women 
Were  likewife  laid  under  the  neceffity  of  varying 
their  mode  of  education  ;  as  they  found  that  the 
fame  arts  which  effectually  captivated  a  knight  clad 
in  armour  and  ignorance,  were  in  vain  pradtifed 
upon  the  enlightened  fcholar  and  philofopher.  Am- 
bitious frill  to  retain  the  power  they  already  poffef- 
fed,  and  confcious  that  the  way  to  pleafe  the  men 
was  to  feem  fond  of  what  they  approved  of  and  dif- 
liked  ;  they  applied  themfelves  to  letters  and  to  phi- 
lofophy,  hoping  to  keep  pofTeffion  by  their  talents, 
of  what  they  had  gained  by  their  charms.  Though 
thefe  meafures  were  not  calculated  to  infpire  love, 
and  attract  the  heart*  and  confequently  did  not  pro- 
duce the  effects  which  the  ladies  intended,  yet  they 
raifed  them  in  that  period  to  a  pitch  of  learning,  un- 
known in  any  other.  They  preached  in  public, 
fupported  controverfies,  publifhed  and  defended 
Thefes,  filled  the  chairs  of  philofophy  and  law, 
harangued  the  popes  in  Latin,  wrote  Greek,  and 
read  Hebrew  :  nuns  became  poeteffes,  women  of 
quality  divines,  and  young  girls,  with  a  foftnefs  of 
eloquent  enthufiafm,  publicly  exhorted  the  Chriflian 
princes  to  take  up  arms  for  the  recovery  of  the  Holy 
Land.  The  learned  languages  were  now  confidered 
as  indifpenfably  neceflary  5  they  were  taught  not 
only  to  men,  but  to  women  of  almoif  all  ranks  and 
conditions ;  who,  not  content  with  Latin  only,  bftda 
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read  the  Old  Teftament  in  Hebrew,  and  the  New 
in  Greek.  In  this  manner  was  female  genius  turned 
into  a  wrong  channel ;  it  was  diverted  from  the  du- 
ties of  domeftic  life  ;  it  was  either  foured  by  ftudy, 
or  rendered  petulant  by  learning ;  and  while  it  ac- 
quired empty  words  and  falfe  philofophy,  it  loft 
much  of  its  native  fprightlinefs,  and  became  daily 
more  an  object  of  admiration,  and  lefs  an  object  of 
love. 

It  has  been  often  obferved,  that  violent  exertions 
of  mind,  as  well  as  of  body,  conftantly  leave  a  lan- 
guor behind  them,  in  proportion  to  the  efforts  that 
have  been  made.  This  was  remarkably  the  cafe 
with  female  literature  ;  every  mental  power  had 
been  for  a  long  time  over-ftretched,  and  the  greateft 
relaxation  foon  followed  of  confequence  :  from  their 
knowledge  of  Hebrew,  Greek,  and  Latin ;  from 
their  ikili  in  the  empty  difputations  of  the  Ariftotelian 
philofophy,  and  of  divinity,  women  began  at  laft  to 
difcover,  that  they  acquired  only  an  empty  fame ; 
and  that  in  proportion  as  they  gained  the  efteem  of 
the  head,  they  became  lefs  objects  of  the  heart.  On  this 
difcovery,  it  was  neceifary  for  them  to  change  their 
plan  ;  they  therefore  began  by  degrees  to  abandon 
learning,  and  attach  themfelves  again  to  thofe  female 
arts,  which  were  more  likely  to  be  productive  of 
love,  than  of  fame  and  applaufe. 

While  this  change  of  female  manners  was  taking 
place,  the  greateft  part  of  Europe  exhibited  a  fcene 
of  feeming  inconfiftency;  enthufiafm  and  gallantry, 
religion  and  licentioufnefs,  were  conftantly  practifed 
by  the  fame  perfons,  and  feemed  as  if  perfectly  re- 
conciled to  each  other.  Learning,  however,  declined 
fc  Kilt,  that  in  a  fhort  time  women  became  as  famous 
lor  ignorance  of  their  own  language,  as  they  had 
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been  formerly  for  their  knowledge  of  others  ;  info- 
much,  that  during  a  great  part  of  the  fixteenth  and 
feventeenth  centuries,  there  was  hardly  a  woman  to 
be  found  in  the  politefb  countries  of  Europe,  who 
could  dictate  a  tolerable  letter  in  her  own  tongue, 
or  fpell  it  with  decent  propriety :  the  only  little  read- 
ing which  they  at  this  period  commonly  concerned 
themfelves  with,  was  a  few  receipts  in  cookery  to 
bring  on,  and  a  few  receipts  in  phyfic  to  take  off, 
difeafes ;  together  with  the  wrangling  and  unintelli- 
gible theology  of  the  times  ;  a  fcience  to  which  wo- 
men of  all  ages  and  countries  have  been  peculiarly 
addicted,  as  it  greatly  interefts  their  paffions ;  and, 
perhaps,  confoles  them  in  the  many  folitary  moments 
in  which  they  are  left  alone,  and  as  it  were  excluded 
from  bufmefs  and  from  the  world.  But  even  thefe 
favourite  fludies,  and  every  other  part  of  female 
amufement  and  ceconomy,  not  being  fufficient  to  fill 
up  all  their  vacant  hours,  they  now  applied  them- 
felves affiduoufly  to  various  kinds  of  needle-work  ; 
and  many  women  of  the  firfl  rank  were  themfelves 
taught  and  inftru&ed  their  daughters  in,  the  arts  of 
flowering  and  embroidery;  which  they  pradtifed  fo 
well  in  their  leifure  hours,  that  much  of  the  furni- 
ture of  their  houfes  was  decorated  in  this  manner 
with  their  own  hands. 

After  the  difcovery  and  conqueft  of  America,  im- 
menfe  treafures  had  been  conftantly  imported  from 
thence  into  Europe.  From  the  trade  carried  on  to 
the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  to  Africa,  and  other  parts 
of  the  globe,  perhaps  ftill  greater  wealth  had  been 
accumulated ;  thefe  at  laft  beginning  to  operate, 
turned  the  minds  of  the  greater!:  part  of  Europe 
from  that  fober  and  ceconomical  plan  of  life,  to 
which  their  poverty  and  imperfect  knowledge  of 
trade    and   agriculture    had  fubje&ed  them ;    and 
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fubflituted  in  its  place,  gaiety,  expence,  and  parade. 
Numbers  of  people,  who,  perhaps,  not  in  the  moft 
rigid  paths  of  juilice,  had  acquired  immenfe  for- 
tunes in  the  Earl,  tranfported  themfelves  back  to 
Europe,  bringing  along  with  them  all  the  arrogance 
of  wealth,  effeminacy  of  manners,  and  love  of 
pageantry  and  mow,  for  which  the  ealtern  nations 
have  ever  been  remarkable.  Thefe,  and  feveral 
other  caufes  combining  together,  totally  changed 
the  manners  of  Europe ;  and  inftead  of  fober  fru- 
gality, and  other  domeflic  virtues  of  the  women, 
introduced  luxury  and  diflipation  ;  with  a  tafte  for 
all  the  tinfel  glare  of  unfubflantial  trifles. 

The  French,  who  have  always  been  remarkably 
diflinguifhed  for  vivacity  and  (how,  took  the  lead  in 
this  new  mode  of  life,  and  foon  difTeminated  it  all 
over  Europe ;  wThich,  for  at  leaf!  thefe  two  centu- 
ries pafl,  has  aukwardly  imitated  every  light  fafhion 
and  frippery  of  that  volatile  people,  with  little  better 
fuccefs  than  a  Bear  dances  a  hornpipe,  or  a  Monkey 
puts  on  the  gravity  of  an  alderman. 

In  France,  women  were  firfl  introduced  to  court ; 
their  education,  which  before  that  introduction, 
confided  in  reading  their  own  language,  in  learning 
needle- work,  and  the  offices  of  domeflic  life,  was 
then  by  degrees  changed  to  vocal  and  inflrumental 
mufic,  drawing,  dancing,  and  dreffing  in  the  moft 
fafhionable  manner  ;  to  which  we  may  add,  the  art 
of  captivating  and  governing  their  men.  This  flimfy 
pattern  was  copied  by  every  other  nation  :  fome 
ftrokes  of  improvement  were  from  time  to  time  ad- 
ded by  the  French ;  till  at  laffc  almofl  every  thing 
ufeful  was  boldly  flruck  out  from  the  plan  of  female 
education  ;  and  the  women  of  the  prefent  age  there- 
by robbed  of  more  than  half  their  native  excellence, 
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and  rendered  obje&s  more  fought  after  to  divert  a 
melancholy  hour,  or  fat^fy  a  lawlefs  paffion,  than 
to  become  the  focial  partners  of  a  life  directed  by 
reafon  and  religion.  We  mull,  however,  allow, 
that  the  French  ladies  are  not  all  fo  much  devoted  to 
falhion  and  pleafure,  as  to  neglect  every  thing  elfe. 
France  has  produced  feveral  women  diftinguifhed  for 
their  judgment  and  learning;  and  even  in  the  pre- 
fent  difftpated  age,  while  female  coteries  commonly 
meet  for  diverfion,  or  for  gaming,  there  are  in  Paris 
fbcieties  of  women,  which  meet  at  ftated  times  to 
determine  the  merit  of  every  new  work  ;  and  happy 
is  the  author  who  meets  their  approbation  ;  the 
French  being  too  polite  to  fet  themfelves  in  open  op- 
pofition  to  the  judgment  of  their  ladies,  whether 
they  may  think  it  right  or  wrong. 

Should  this  imperfect  attempt,  to  write  the  Hif- 
tory  of  the  Fair,  furvive  the  prefent,  and  be  read 
in  any  future  generation,  when  this  frivolous  mode 
of  female  education  mall  have  given  place  to  a  bet- 
ter, that  our  readers  may  then  have  fome  idea  of 
what  it  was  towards  the  clofe  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury, we  fhall  jufl  fketch  the  outlines  of  it  as  now 
pra£tifed  in  the  politer!  countries  of  Europe.  Among 
the  firfl  leffbns,  which  a  mother  teaches  her  daugh- 
ter, is  that  important  article,  according  to  the  mo- 
dern phrafe,  of  holding  up  her  head,  and  learning 
a  proper  carriage  :  this  begins  to  be  inculcated  at 
the  age  of  three  or  four  at  lateft ;  and  is  flrenu- 
oufly  infilled  on  for  many  years  afterward.  When 
the  young  lady  has  learned  imperfectly  to  read  her 
own  language,  and  fometimes  even  fooner,  (he  h 
fent  to  a  boarding-fchool,  where  fee  is  inftruc'ted  in 
the  mod  flimfy  and  ufelefs  parts  of  needle-work  ; 
while  of  thofe,  which  me  muft  need,  if  ever  fhe 
enters  into  domeftic  life,  fhe  is  -left  entire! y  ignorant. 
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While  flie  is  here,  fome  part  of  her  time  is  alfo  aU 
loted  to  learning  to  read. either  her  own  language, 
or  the  languages  of  fome  of  the  neighbouring  king- 
doms ;  all  of  which  are  too  frequently  taught  with- 
out a  proper  attention  to  Grammar  or  Orthogrophy. 
Writing  and  Arithmetic,  likewife  employ  a  part  of 
her  time ;  but  thefe,  particularly  the  lafl,  are  only 
confidered  as  auxiliary  accomplilhments,  which  are 
not  to  be  carried  into  life,  and  confequently  deferve 
but  little  attention ;   the  grand  effort  is  generally 
made  to  teach  the  girl  what  the  woman  will  relin- 
quish ;  fuch  as  drawing,  mufic,  and  dancing ;  thefe, 
as  they  are  arts  agreeable  to  youthful  fprightlinefs, 
often  engage  the  young  lady  fo  much,  as  to  make 
her  neglect,  or  forget  every  thing  elfe.     To  thefe 
are  added,  the  modes  of  dreffmg  in  fafhion,    the 
punctilios  of  behaving  in  company ;  and  we  are  forry 
to  fay,  that  into  fome  fchools  have  been  introduced 
mailers  to  teach  the  fafhionable  games  at  cards ;   a 
diffipation,  if  not  a  vice,  which  already  prevails  too 
much  among  both  fexes,  and  may  perhaps  ftill  gain 
ground  by  this  early  initiation. 

Such,  in  general,  is  the  education  of  female 
boarding-fchools  ;  in  fome,  indeed,  there  may  be  a 
few  other  things  taught  befides  thofe  we  have  men- 
tioned  ;  but  whatever  be  taught,  or  however  they 
be  conduced,  it  is  too  true,  that  the  girl,  after 
having  been  there  for  fome  years,  comes  home  to 
her  parents  quite  a  modern  fine  lady  ;  with  her  head 
full  of  fcraps  of  French,  names  of  great  people,  and 
quotations  from  romances  and  plays  ;  and  quite  dif- 
gufted  at  the  antiquated  virtues  of  ibber  frugality, 
order,  or  ceconomy.  We  cannot  cad:  our  eyes  oh 
the  picture  we  have  drawn,  without  a  fecret  wilh, 
that  it  were  lefs  juil ;  nor  {hall  we  drop  the  curtain 
before  it,  without  mentioning  with  pleafure,  that 
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fome  parents  adopt  a  better  plan;  and  that  fome 
young  ladies,  even  thus  educated,  have  had  under- 
standing enough  to  lay  afide  the  greateft  part  of  the 
abovementioned  frippery,  and  cultivate  fuch  know- 
ledge, and  fuch  virtues,  as  were  ornamental  to  foci- 
ety,  and  ufeful  to  themfelves. 

Such,  with  a  few  trifling  variations,  is  the  com- 
mon courfe  of  European  education  ;  a  courfe,  which 
feems  almoft  entirely  calculated  to  cultivate  the  per- 
fonal  graces,  while  the  care  of  the  head,  and  of  the 
heart,  is  little,  if  at  all,  attended  to ;  and  the  ufeful 
duties  of  domeflic  life,  but  too  often  turned  into 
ridicule,  as  the  obfolete  employments  of  fuch  filly 
women  as  lived  a  century  or  two  ago,  unacquaint- 
ed with  fafhion  and  with  pleafure.  Women  fo 
educated,  may  be  fought  after  to  help  in  trifling 
away  an  idle  hour  ;  but  whatever  progrefs  then  ^»er- 
fonal  charms  may  make  on  the  paffions,  when  the 
hours  of  trifling  and  paiTion  are  over,  they  muff  in- 
fallibly be  neglected,  if  not  defpifed.  With  the  fop 
and  beau,  creatures  ftill  more  inlignincant  than  them- 
felves, they  may  perhaps  expect  a  better  fate  ;  but 
let  them  coniider,  how  little  pleafure  they  generally 
take  in  the  company  and  converfation  of  their 
own  fex  j  and  that  the  fop,  and  the  beau,  are 
only  women  in  breeches.  Let  fuch  alfo,  as  never 
entertained  an  idea  but  of  conquefts  and  admirers, 
confider,  that  when  youth  and  beauty  fliall  be  on 
more,  when  the  crowd  of  flatterers  and  admirers 
fliall  have  ceafed  to  attend,  fomething  will  then  be 
neceffary  to  fill  up  the  void,  and  prevent  the  pee- 
vifhnefs  and  difguft  which  it  fo  often  cccafions ; 
that  the  natural  fource  of  this  fomething,  is  friend- 
fhip ;  and  that  friendihip  cannot  exifl,  unlefs  it  is 
built  upon  the  foundation  of  reafon  and  of  fenfe. 

H 
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If  the  hiftoryof  the  education  of  women  inEurope, 
where  they  are  objects  fo  interefting,  and  fo  much 
efteemed  by  the  men,  has  given  but  little  pleafure  in 
the  recital,  it  will  give  flilllefsin  Afia,  Africa,  and  Ame- 
rica, where  they  are  commonly  either  enflaved  or 
difregarded  :  in  both  which  cafes  nothing  is  fo  necef- 
fary  as  ignorance  ;  nor  would  any  thing  fo  effectu- 
ally fpoil  them  for  their  flavery,  as  education  and 
knowledge  ;  which,  by  opening  and  expanding  their 
minds,  would  foon  difcover  to  them,  that  our  fex 
amimed  a  power  not  founded  in  nature  ;  and  treated 
them  with  a  feverity  inconfiflent  with  gentlenefs  and 
humanity:  for  thefe  reafons,  it  is  the  intereft  of  the 
men,  that  almoft  no  culture  mould  be  bellowed  on 
their  minds,  left  it  mould  teach  them  to  affert  the 
rights  of  nature,  and  refufe  to  fubmit  to  the  yoke 
of  bondage. 

In  feveral  of  the  warmer  regions  of  Afia  and  Africa, 
where  women  are  confidered  merely  as  inftruments 
of  animal  pleafure,  the  little  education  beflowed 
upon  them,  is  entirely  calculated  to  debauch  their 
minds  and  give  addtional  charms  to  their  perfons. 
They  are  inftrucled  in  fuch  graces,  and  alluring  arts 
as  tend  to  inflame  the  paflions ;  they  are  taught  vo- 
cal and  inflrumental  mufic,  which  they  accompany 
with  dances,  in  which  every  movement,  and  every 
gefture,  is  exprefftvely  indecent :  but  they  receive 
no  moral  inftrudtion  ;  for  it  would  teach  them  that 
they  were  doing  wrong :  no  improvement ;  for  it 
would  (hew  them  that  they  were  degrading  them- 
felves,  by  being  only  trained  up  to  fatisfy  the  plea- 
fures  of  fenfe.  This,  however,  is  not  the  practice 
of  all  parts  of  Afia  and  Africa :  the  women  of  Hin- 
dcflan  are  educated  more  decently ;  they  are  not 
allowed  to  learn  mufic  or  dancing  -y  which  are  only 
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reckoned  accomplishments  fit  for  ladies  of  pleafure  : 
they  are,  notwithstanding,  taught  all  the  perfonal 
graces  ;  and  particular  care  is  taken  to  inftrucT:  them 
in  the  art  of  converfing  with  elegance  and  vivacity : 
fome  of  them  are  alio  taught  to  write,  and  the  gene- 
rality to  read,  that  they  may  be  able  to  read  the 
Koran  ;  inftead  of  which,  they  more  frequently  de- 
dicate themfelves  to  tales  and  romances ;  which, 
painted  in  all  the  lively  imagery  of  the  Eaft,  feldom 
fail  to  corrupt  the  minds  of  creatures  fhut  up  from 
the  world,  and  confequently  forming  to  themfelves 
extravagant  and  romantic  notions  of  all  that  is  tranf- 
.a&ed  in  it. 

In  well  regulated  families,  women  are  taught  by 
heart  fome  prayers  in  Arabic,  which  at  certain  hours 
they  affemble  in  a  hall  to  repeat ;  never  being  allowed 
the  liberty  of  going  to  the  public  mofque.  They  are 
enjoined  always  to  wafti  themfelves  before  praying  ; 
and,  indeed,  the  virtues  of  cleanlinefs,  of  chaftity, 
and  obedience,  are  fb  ftrongly  and  ccnftantly  incul 
cated  on  their  minds,  that,  in  fpite  of  their  general 
debauchery  of  manners,  there  are  not  a  few  among 
them,  who,  in  their  common  deportment,  do  credit 
to  the  inftruclions  beflowed  upon  them ;  nor  is  this 
much  to  be  wondered  at,  when  we  confider  the 
tempting  recompence  that  is  held  out  to  them  ;  they 
are,  in  paridife,  to  flourifli  forever,  in  the  vigour  of 
youth  and  beauty;  and  however  old,  or  ugly,  when 
they  depart  this  life,  are  there  to  be  immediately 
transformed  into  all  that  is  fair,  and  all  that  is  prace- 
ful. 

In  China,  where  education  is  in  greater  elleem 
than  in  any  part  of  the  world  ;  where  it  is  almoft 
the  only  road  to  preferment,  and  where  the  men  are 
confequently  at  the  greater!  pains  to  acquire  it,  we 
might  naturally  expect,  that  as  their  women  poiTefs 
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a  confiderable  fliare  of  efleem  and  regard,  they  alfo 
fhould  not  be  neglected  in  their  education  :  but  whe- 
ther they  are  even  taught  to  read  or  write  their  own 
language,  which  is  a  work  of  many  years,  we  are 
not  informed  by  any  of  the  voyages  and  travels  that 
have  fallen  within  our  obfervation  ;  as  the  tafk  of 
learning  to  read  or  to  write  the  Chinefe  language  is 
fo  long  and  laborious ;  and  as  among  the  men  it 
feems  chiefly  confined  to  fuch  as  afpire  after  employ- 
ments of  flate,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  women  are 
feldom  or  never  inftru&ed  in  it.  We  are  told, 
however,  that  fuch  as  are  rich  learn  mufic,  the  modes 
of  behaviour,  and  ceremonial  punctilios  of  the 
country  ;  which  laft  they  cannot  poffibly  be  with- 
out ;  as  a  failure  in  the  leafl  circumftance,  as  the 
number  of  bows  to  a  fuperior,  or  manner  of  making 
them,  would  infallibly  ftamp  the  mark  of  ignorance 
on  the  per fon  fo  failing  :  women  are  in  general  alfo 
taught  a  bafhfulnefs  and  modefty  of  behaviour,  not 
to  be  met  with  in  any  other  country:  this,  however, 
is  too  often  but  a  femblance  5  a  mere  outfide  virtue, 
which  the  wearer  can  occafionally  put  on,  or  make 
off,  as  flie  has  occafion  to  appear  virtuous,  or  to 
yield  to  the  temptations  of  vice. 

Such,  with  very  little  variation,  is  the  education 
of  women  all  over  Afia.  When  we  turn  towards 
Africa,  we  find  the  men  ftill  more  brutifh  and  igno- 
rant, and  the  women  confequently  more  abufed  and 
neglected.  But  however  ignorant  and  brutifh  the 
prefent  inhabitants  of  Africa  are,  their  country  was, 
in  the  time  of  the  Roman  empire,  the  feat  of  the 
fciences,  and  produced  no  fmall  number  of  fcholars, 
as  well  as  heroes.  The  African  love  of  learning  was 
then  fo  great,  that  in  Egypt  a  library  was  collected  ; 
which,  for  its  number  of  books,  equalled  almofl  any 
of  our  modern  times ;  and,  for  cofllinefs,  much  ex- 
celled all  that  we  are  now  acquainted  with ;  being 
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raoft  of  them  wrote  in  letters  of  gold,  by  diflblving 
it  in  fome  liquid,  which,  among  them,  is  a  peculiar 
fecret,  and  writing  with  the  folution  as  we  do  with 
ink.  When  the  Turks  made  themfelves  mailers  of 
Egypt,  this  famous  library  was,  by  fuperflition,  con- 
demned to  the  flames ;  avarice,  however,  a  paflion 
much  lefs  deilructive,  faved  a  part  of  what  fuperfli- 
tion had  devoted  to  ruin :  the  Sultan  had  ordered 
all  the  books  to  be  burned,  but  fuch  as  treated  of 
Mahomedifm ;  the  niinifter,  who  executed  his  or- 
ders, burned  only  all  that  were  old  and  in  bad  order, 
faving  all  the  new  and  elegant  which  he  privately 
fold  among  the  officers  of  the  court.  Since  this  pe- 
riod, the  faith  of  Mahomet  has  fpread  itfelf  over 
the  greatefl  part  of  Africa ;  literature  has  daily  de- 
clined, and,  at  the  prefent  time,  almoif.  the  whole 
of  its  people,  of  whatever  religion,  have  hardly  any 
veflige  of  learning,  of  arts,  or  of  fciences  left  among 
them.  Agriculture  is  configned  entirely  to  the  wo- 
men, and  managed  in  the  moil  rude  and  flovenly 
manner ;  the  few  trades  and  arts  practifed  among 
them,  are  only  the  refult  of  neceiuty,  and  carried 
on  with  a  flownefs  and  want  of  invention,  wThich 
flrongly  marks  their  deficiency  of  genius. 

Among  people,  in  fuch  a  condition,  it  would  be 
in  vain  to  expert  any  female  learning  ;  all  the  care 
that  is  taken  to  inflruct  that  miferable  fex,  is  only  in 
teaching  them  to  bear  the  load  of  oppreflion  laid  on 
their  moulders  by  their  lazy  and  imperious  mailers, 
which  we  mall  afterward  have  occafion  to  mention  ; 
while,  from  one  another,  they  learn  the  tawdry 
modes  of  drefling  and  ornamenting  themfelves  as 
pra&ifed  in  their  country.  This  flavery  of  the  per- 
fons  of  women,  and  total  neglect  of  their  minds,  na- 
turally excites  our  indignation;  but  to  account  for  it, 
we  muft  confider,  that  it  has  been  a  cuftom  from  the 
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earlieit  antiquity  in  thefe  regions;  and  that  cuftom 
is  flronger  than  reafon  and  humanity  joined  toge- 
ther ;  that  the  Africans,  and  even  the  Mahomedans 
in  Aiia  and  in  Europe,  never  make  companions  of 
their  women,  nor  affociate  with  them,  but  in  the 
moments  dedicated  to  love  and  dalliance  ;  hence  the 
women  have  no  opportunity  of  praclifmg  upon  the 
men  thofe  arts,  by  which,  in  other  countries,  they 
gain  an  afcendency  over  the  heart,  and  inter  ell  even 
reafon,  as  well  as  humanity,  in  their  favour. 

The  education  of  the  various  tribes  of  favages, 
who  inhabit  thevafl  continent  of  America,  feems  in 
general  better  adapted  to  their  mode  of  life  than 
■that  of  Europe  ;  the  whole  fcope  of  it  being  well 
calculated  to  make  them  patient  of  every  poflible 
evil  and  fuffering,  which  may  befal  them  in  the 
courfe  of  a  life  deflined  almofl  to  one  continued 
fcene  of  dangers  and  fatigues  :  nor  is  this  plan  of 
education  confined  to  boys  only  ;  it  is  extended  to 
girls  alfo,  who  are  taught  to  bear  the  rigors  of  the 
climate,  the  fatigues  of  labour,  the  cravings  of  ex- 
treme hunger,  and  other  viciffitudes  of  fortune,  not 
only  with  patience,  but  with  refolution  and  fortitude. 
In  a  great  part  of  North  America,  it  is  a  fundamen- 
tal rule  in  education,  never  to  beat  their  children  of 
either  fex  ;  which,  fay  they,  would  only  weaken 
and  difpirit  their  minds,  without  producing  any  good 
effects  j  and,  therefore,  whenever  a  mother  fees 
her  daughter  behave  ill,  inflead  of  having  recourfe 
to  the  rod,  me  falls  a  crying ;  the  daughter  naturally 
enquires  the  caufe ;  the  mother  anfwers,  becauie 
yoy  difgrace  me  ;  a  reproach  which  feldom  fails  to 
produce  an  amendment ;  but,  fliould  it  happen 
otherwife,  the  mother,  as  a  lafl  refource,  throws  a 
little  water  on  her  face  ;  a  difgrace  with  -which  me 
is  commonly  fo  much  affe&ed,  that  {he  feldom  ven* 
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tures  to  do  any  thing  that  may  fubject  her  to  a  re- 
petition of  it. 

In  Japan,  the  fame  genllenefs  mud  be  ufed  in  the 
education  of  children  ;  the  punifhments  inflicted  in 
mofl  other  nations,  only  make  them  more  flubborn 
and  refraftory  ;  and  fometimes  there,  as  well  as  in 
America,  have  drove  them  to  commit  iuicide  ;  a 
crime  to  which  the  Japanefe  are  addicted  on  the  moil 
trifling  affront ;  and  which  the  Americans  coolly 
and  deliberately  perpetrate,  when  tired  of  life.— » 
This  ftubbornefs  of  temper  is  not  peculiar  to  Japan, 
or  to  America  ;  it  feems  either  to  depend  on  favage- 
nefs  of  manners,  or  perhaps  to  be  peculiar  to  fome 
diflinct  kinds  of  the  human  race  ;  as  we  may  find  it 
alfo  in  Greenland,  and  feveral  other  places ;  even 
where  the  people  have  but  little  refemblance  to  each 
other  in  manners,  cufloms,  or  dipofition. 

Of  all  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  America,  the 
Peruvians  feem  to  have  been  the  mofl  enlightened  ; 
it  has  been  fuppofed,  that  this  was  owing  to  their 
firft  Irica  being  an  European,  accidentally!  Ship- 
wrecked on  their  coaft.  However  this  be,  it  is 
certain,  that  they  greatly  furpafTed  all  their  coun- 
trymen in  arts,  in  manners,  and  even  in  learning  ; 
their  Virgins  of  the  Sun,  in  particular,  were 
brought  up  in  the  temple  dedicated  to  that  lumina- 
ry, with  great  care  ;  and  inflructed  by  women,  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpofe,  in  every  female  art  and 
accomplifhment  known  among  them  ;  and  in  the 
practice,  of  the  virtues  of  chaility,  honelty,  and  be- 
nevolence ;  virtues  for  which  the  ancieut  Peruvians 
were  eminently  dillinguifhed.  In  Mexico,  alfo, 
their  young  women  of  quality  were  educated  by 
matrons,  who  overlooked  their  conduct:  with  great 
circumfpection.      From  ihefe  inftances  it  appears, 
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that  in  South  America,  where  they  enjoy  a  milder 
climate,  whofe  fpontaneous  productions  preclude 
the  neceility  of  procuring  fubfiftence  by  the  perilous 
occupations  of  fifhing  and  hunting,  their  education 
too,  is  of  a  fofter  nature  than  in  North  America ; 
where  tendernefs  would  effectually  difqualify  them 
for  bearing  the  fatigues  of  their  occupation,  and  the 
feverities  of  their  climate.  But  while  North  Ameri- 
cans educate  their  young  women  in  the  hardy  man- 
ner we  have  mentioned,  they  feem  at  the  fame  time 
to  blend  this  education  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  if  they 
wifh  to  throw  into  the  female  compofition,  fome  of 
that  foftnefs  of  manners  and  perfon  which  men  in  all 
ages  and  nations  have  at  lean1  had  fome  faint  ideas 
of  in  the  other  fex.  While  their  male  children  are 
young,  they  lay  them  on  the  fkins  of  panthers,  that 
they  may  thereby  acquire  the  flrength,  cunning, 
and  agility  of  that  animal.  Their  females  they  lay 
on  the  ikins  of  fawns,  and  other  mild  animals,  that, 
like  them,  they  may  become  foft,  gentle,  and  en- 
gaging. 

When  we  take  a  retrofpeclive  view  of  thefe 
fketches  of  the  education  of  women,  it  affords 
matter  of  aftonifhment,  that  a  fex,  who  are  the 
fharers  of  our  nature,  and  deftined  to  be  the  com- 
panions of  our  lives,  mould  have  been  conftantly 
either  fhamefully  neglected,  or  perverted  by  what 
was  meant  to  ferve  as  inftruction.  In  Europe,  their 
education  feems  only  calculated  to  infpire  them  with 
love  of  admiration,  of  trifling,  and  of  amufement. 
In  mod  other  places  of  the  globe,  it  goes  a  flep 
farther  ;  it  fends  to  eradicate  every  moral  fentiment, 
and  introduce  vice  dreffed  up  in  the  garb  of  volup- 
tuous refinement.  Scarcely  has  there  ever  appeared 
in  any  period,  or  in  any  nation,  a  legiflator,  who  has 
made  it  the  fubjeft  of  his  ferious  attention  ;  and  the 
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men  in  general,  who  are  greatly  interefted,  that 
women  ihould  be  fenfible  and  virtuous,  feem,by 
their  conduct  towards  that  fex,  to  have  entered  into 
a  confpiracy  to  render  them  other  wife. 

;  When  fuch  is  the  hard  fate  of  women,  we  cannot 
wonder  that  the  want  of  literary  knowledge  -x has. in 
all  ages  marked  the  female  character  :  there  has, 
however,  in  all  ages,  and  among  all  nations,  been 
fome  particular  women,  who,  either  by  being  en- 
dowed with  more,  genius,  or  by  turning  it  into  an- 
other channel,  have  acquired  no  incompetent  Ilia  re 
of  the  learning  of  the  times  in  which  they  lived ; 
thus,  though  we  have  already  feen  that  the  Greek 
women  were,  in  general  extremely  ignorant,  there 
were  fome  exceptions  to  that  common  character. 
Arete,  the  daughter  of  Ariflippus,  taught  philofo- 
phy,  and  the  fciences  to  her  fon  ;  who,  on  that 
account,  was  called  Metrodidadtos  ;  i.  e.  taught  by 
his  mother.  Corinna,  a  Theban  poetefs,  no  lei's 
than  five  times  bore  away  the  palm  in  triumph. from 
the  celebrated  Pindar ;  and  Afpafia,  a  noble  Mile- 
fian  lady,  inflructed  Pericles,  the  famous  Athenian 
philofopher.  We  have  already  mentioned  fome  of 
the  learned  Roman  ladies.  France  and  England 
have  had  a  Decier,  a  Carter,  and  many  others  too 
tedious  to  mention.  In  Italy,  where  poets,  a  few 
centuries  ago,  were  revered  as  divinities,  feveral  wo- 
men have  arrived  at  no  mean  degree  of  reputation 
in  that  art ;  and  our  own  times  have  feen  the  cere- 
mony of  a  poetefs  being  folemnly  crowned  with  lau- 
rel at  Rome. 

Thefe  particular  inftances,  however,  have  no  in- 
fluence on  the  women  in  general.  A  genius  of  either 
fex,  will  infallibly  foar  above  the  common  level ; 
but  the  herd  of  mankind,  who  feel  not  the  fame 
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impulfe,  nor. are  actuated  by  the  fame  fire,  will  ftity 
jog  on  in  the  ordinary  track ;  while  our  warmed 
wifhes  are,  that  female  education  were  an  object 
more  confidered  by  the  legiflature,  and  better  plan- 
ned by  parents  and  guardians.  We  would  not  have 
it  underftood  as  our  opinion,  that  women  mould  pore 
out  their  fair  eyes  in  becoming  adepts  in  literature. 
Nature  feems  not  to  have  intended  them  for  the  more 
intenfe  and  fevere  fludies  ;  befides,  ihould  they  pro- 
ceed fo  far  as  to  rival,  or  even  equal  us  in  learning, 
we  mould  perhaps  grudge  them  the  laurels  of  fame, 
as  much  as  we  do  the  breeches :  and  the  gaining  of 
thefe  laurels  would  rob  their  brows  of  many  of  thofe 
charms,  which  to  them  are  more  valuable,  as  they 
are  by  us  more  efteemed.  We  pretend  not  to  chalk 
out  the  plan  in  which  women  mould  be  educated  ; 
only,  this  we  venture  to  affirm,  that  it  ihould,  if 
poffible,  be  fuch  as  to  avoid  ignorance  on  the  one 
hand,  and  pedantry  on  the  other  :  ignorance  makes 
a  female  companion  contemptible,  pedantry  makes 
her  ridiculous ;  nor  is  it  eafy  to  fay  which  of  the 
two  k  moll  difgufling. 


CHAPTER     III. 

Of  the  Employments  and  Amufements  of  Women. 


1 


N  every  country,  where  civilization  and 
culture  have  begun  to  take  place,  and  where  the 
inhabitants  are  not  obliged  to  be  continually  em- 
ployed in  procuring  the  neceflaries  of  life,  women 
are  confidered,  not  io  much  as  the  partners  of  our 
toil  and  labour,  as  the  fweetners  of  our  pleafures 
and  enjoyments  :  while  we  exert  ourfelves  abroad, 
in  cultivating  the  fields,  carrying  on  trades,  and 
working  at  manufactures,  we  leave  them  at  home  to 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  our  induftry ;  when  we  return, 
we  lay  thefe  fruits  at  their  feet,  happy  ourfelves,  if 
we  can  contribute  to  their  happinefs. 

Women,  being  thus  exempted  from  the  labour 
of  procuring  their  fubfiilence,  have  a  great  deal  of 
time  upon  their  hands,  which  the  domciiic  duties 
that  fall  to  their  fhare  are  not  fufficient  to  fill  up ; 
fuch  is  human  nature,  efpecially  when  the  fpiiits  are 
active,  and  the  imagination  lively,  that  time  of  this 
kind  is  of  all  "others  the  mod  diiagreeable  :  in  order, 
therefore,  to  fill  up  this  blank,  as  well  as  to  vary 
the  icene  of  human  life,  a  variety  of  little  employ- 
ments, diverfions,  and  amufements,  have  been  con- 
trived ;  many  of  them  adapted  to  both  fexes,  and 
fome  of  them  to  the  fair  fex  only. 

In  Hates  of  the  mod  favage  barbarity,  or  in  thofe 
but  a  few  degrees  removed  from  it,  women  being 
confidered  only  as  the  flaves  and  drudges  of  the  men, 
and  as  the  means  of  perpetuating  their  race,  are 
deffioed  only  to  labour  in  their  fields,  or  in  their 
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houfes,  and  to  bring  up  their  children.  Thus,  con- 
flantly  employed,  they  have  but  little  time ;  and 
conftantly  depreffed,  they  have  but  little  inclination 
for  amufement :  in  fuch  ftates  and  conditions  of  hu- 
man nature,  we  mall  therefore  meet  with  few  female 
diverfions,  and  thefe  too,  only  fuch  as  feem  to  have 
arifen  from  nature,  or  from  chance,  and  not  from 
any  exertion  of  genius,  or  refinement  in  the  purfuit 
of  pleafure. 

In  the  Eaft,  where  women  are  exempted  from 
labour ;  not  becaufe  they  are  efteemed  and  regarded, 
but  becaufe  it  would  render  them  lefs  delicate  inftru- 
ments  of  thofe  voluptuous  pleafures  in  which  the 
Eafterns  place  their  chiefeft  happinefs ;  they  are  con- 
fined to  ferap-lios  and  harams,  where  neither  their 

o  J 

employments  nor  amufements  can  admit  of  much 
variety  ;  and  where  a  large  portion  of  their  time  is 
confumed  in  regret,  or  flumbered  away  in  that  foft 
indolence  and  relaxation  of  body  and  mind,  which 
the  inhabitants  of  the  banks  of  the  Ganges  reckon 
the  higheft  felicity  that  can  be  attained  in  this  world, 
and  the  chief  ingredient  in  the  beatitude  of  that  which 
is  to  come. 

As  the  neceflities  of  nature  mufl  be  fatisfied  before 
any  other  appetite  can  be  formed,  or  object  fixed 
upon,  employments  mufl  therefore  have  been  every 
where  prior  to  amufements,  which  could  only  come 
in  as  fecondary  confederations.  Accordingly  we  ad- 
vance many  centuries  into  the  hiftory  of  the  world, 
before  we  have  any  account  of  amufements,  and 
many  of  the  firft  ages  of  barbarity;  the  fubfequent 
ones  of  care  and  fimplicity,  after  the  firft  foundation 
of  ftates,  generally  pafs  away,  before  they  have  time 
to  think  of,  or  inclination  to  almoft  any  diverfion  or 
amufement.    Private  and  trifling  diverfions  may  arife 
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from  merrinefs  of  heart;  public  ones  are  only  founded 
on  idlenefs  and  affluence. 

In  the  earlier  ages  of  antiquity,  it  was  not  incon- 
fiflent  with  the  higheft  dignity,  to  act  in  what  we 
would  reckon  the  meanefl  of  menial  employments. 
Gideon  and  Arunah  afTifled  in  the  various  labours 
of  hufbandry.  Abraham  went  and  brought  a  calf 
from  the  flock,  ikinned  it,  and  gave  it  to  his  wife, 
who  dreifed  it :  then  he  himfelf  took  butter  and  milk, 
and  the  calf  which  he  had  drefTed  ;  fet  them  before 
the  angels,  and  ftood  by  them  .under  a  tree ;  a 
cuflom  to  this  day  continued  among  many  of  the 
eaflern  nations,  efpecially  in  the  Levant;  where 
nothing  is  more  common  than  to  fee  their  princes 
fetch  home  from  their  flocks,  and  kill,  whatever  they 
have  pitched  upon  for  the  ufe  of  their  families ; 
while  the  princefTes  their  wives,  or  daughters,  pre- 
pare a  fire,  and  perform  the  office  of  an  European 
cook-maid.  We  mall  have  occafion  to  fee  afterward, 
that  fuch  employments  were  not  peculiar  to  the  peo- 
ple, nor  to  the  ages  we  are  confidering. 

Another  part  of  female  employment  in  the  earlier 
ages,  was  grinding  of  corn  :  the  ancients  had  not, 
and  in  many  countries,  they  Hill  have  not,  mills  fo 
conftructed  as  to  go  by  wind  or  water  :  theirs  were 
only  two  fmall  {tones,  the  uppermoft  of  which  was 
turned  by  the  hand,  a  ta£k  generally  performed  by 
two  women.  Such  were  ufed  in  Egypt  in  the  time 
of  Pharaoh ;  for  Mofes,  in  the  relation  of  the 
plagues  which  infefled  that  country  on  account  of 
the  Ifraelites,  fays,  that  the  firft-born,  throughout 
all  the  land  died,  from  the  firft-born  of  Pharaoh 
who  was  upon  the  throne,  to  the  firil-born  of  the 
maid-fervant  that  was  behind  the  mill.  They  were 
ufed  in  the  time  of  our  Saviour,  who  fays,    "  two 
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"  women  fhall  be  grinding  at  the  mill ;  the  one 
"  fhall  be  taken,  and  the  other  left."  They  are 
ufed  at  this  day,  all  over  the  Levant,  and  even  m 
the  north  of  Scotland ;  where  the  women  who  turn 
them,  have  a  particular  fong  which  they  then  fmg, 
intended  perhaps  to  divert  them  from  thinking  on 
the  feverity  of  their  labour.  When  the  women  had 
ground  the  corn  into  meal,  it  was  likewife  their  pro- 
vince to  make  it  into  bread.  Sarah  wras  ordered  by 
her  hulband,  when  he  entertained  the  angels,  to 
make  cakes  for  them.  Cakes,  among  many  of  the 
ancients,  were  offered  on  the  altars  of  their  gods, 
from  which  cuftom  even  the  Ifraelites  did  not  alto- 
gether abftain ;  as  the  fcriptures  frequently  inform 
us,  that  their  women  baked  cakes  to  the  Queen  of 
Heaven. 

Pafturage  was  almod:  the  only  method  of  fubfifl- 
ence  in  the  times  we  are  fpeaking  of;  and  the  wo- 
men of  every  rank  and  condition,  as  well  as  the  men, 
were  not  exempted  from  attending  on  the  flocks, 
drawing  water  for  them  to  drink,  and  doing  all  the 
other  offices  which  the  nature  of  fuch  an  employment 
required.  Pafhirage  obliged  the  ancient  Ifraelites, 
and  other  inhabitants  of  the  Eaft,  to  embrace  a 
wandering  life,  that  they  might  procure  frefh  food 
for  their  flocks.  Inflead,  therefore,  of  dwelling  in 
houfes,  as  we  do,  they  erected  only  tents,  for  the 
convenience  of  frequent  removals :  thefe  tents  wrere 
made  of  camel's  hair  and  wool,  the  fpinning  and 
weaving  of  which  was  a  part  of  the  occupation  of 
their  women ;  and  from  the  time  that  cloth  was 
fubftituted  as  a  covering  for  the  body,  inilead  of 
the  fkins  of  animals,  the  whole  operation  of  making 
it  devolved  alfo  on  the  women,  who  weaved  it  in 
the  mofl  fimple  manner,  by  conducting  the  woof 
with  their  fingers,  mftead  of  a  fln.it  tie. 
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In  countries  where  the  arts  are  but  in  their  in- 
fancy, every  man  is  generally  his  own  artificer. 
The  men  make  the  various  inftruments  which  they 
employ  in  their  work,  and  the  women  make  the 
cloth  for  covering  themfelves  and  their  families :  but 
in  the  days  of  Mofes,  the  Ifraelites  feem  to  have 
been  advanced  a  few  degrees  beyond  this  ftate. 
Metallurgy  feems  to  have  made  a  confidereble  pro- 
grefs  :  even  in  the  time  of  Abraham,  they  had  in- 
flruments,  probably  of  fteel,  for  fheering  their 
fheep  :  Abraham  had  a  fabre,  which  he  drew  to  fa- 
criflce  his  fon  Ifaac.  And  they  had  even  arrived  to 
works  of  tafte  in  gold  and  filver  :  they  muft,  there- 
fore have  been  at  this  period  more  advanced  in  the 
arts,  than  the  Greeks  at  the  time  of  the  fiege  of 
Troy,  whofe  arms  and  fhields  were  only  made  of 
copper ;  or  than  many  favage  nations  at  this  time, 
whofe  arms  are  only  hardened  wood,  fometimes 
pointed  with  flints,  or  bones  of  animals.     * 

Such  only  is  the  imperfect  account  we  are  enabled 
to  give  of  female  employments  in  the  patriarchal 
ages.  Their  amufements  and  diverfions,  if  they 
had  any,  are  ftill  involved  in  deeper  obfcurity.  Al- 
mofl  in  every  period,  and  among  every  people, 
however  wild  and  uncultivated,  we  find  fome  rudi- 
ments of  fmging  and  dancing  :  poems,  containing 
the  principal  circumftances  of  the  hiftory  of  their 
country,  and  the  praife  of  their  gods  and  heroes, 
were  in  ufe  among  the  ancient  Phcenieiaiis,  Arabi- 
ans, Chinefe,  Greeks,  Mexicans,  &c.  It  is  pro- 
bable, therefore,  that  the  ancient  Iiraelitifh  women 
amufed  themfelves  with  fmging  the  fongs  of  their 
poets  ;  which,  among  them  as  well  as  among  their 
neighbours,  were  chiefly  compoled  either  in  praife 
of  the  Deity,  to  thank  him  for  fome  remarkable  de- 
liverance, or  to  celebrate  fome  martial  achievement 
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of  themfelves  or  their  anceftors.  And  that  thefe 
poems  were  not  always  compofed,  nor  always  fung, 
by  the  men  only,  appears  evident  from  the  fong  of 
Barak  and  Deborah,  handed  down  to  us  by  Mofes. 
Jubal,  the  brother  of  Tubal  Cain,  had  long  before 
this  time  invented  mufical  inflruments  :  it  is  not, 
therefore,  improbable,  that  the  Ifraelitifh  women 
accompanied  their  fongs  with  inftrumental  mufic  ;  a 
cuftom  we  often  meet  with  in  early  ages,  and  among 
uncultivated  people. 

Befides  the  recital  of  fongs  and  poems,  we  may 
reckon  dancing  among  the  female  diverfions  of  the 
times  we  are  reviewing.  David  danced  before  the 
ark  of  the  Lord ;  and  we  find  old  Barzilai  bewail- 
ing his  incapacity  for  that  exercife,  in  a  manner  that 
fhewed  how  much  it  was  the  favourite,  and  perhaps 
the  religious,  diver fion  of  the  times  in  which  he 
lived.  As  women  are  generally  at  all  times,  and 
particularly  while  in  the  bloom  of  youth  and  beauty, 
more  cheerful,  light-hearted,  and  given  to  the 
fportive  amufements  than  men ;  it  is  highly  proba- 
ble, that  they  did  not  fit  inactive  fpeclators  of  a 
diverfion  fo  much  in  ufe :  and  on  fome  feftival  oc- 
casions, efpecially  fheep-fheering,  we  have  the 
flrongeft  reafons  to  believe,  that  there  were  pro- 
mifcuous  meetings,  where  both  fexes  rejoiced, 
made  merry,  and  perhaps  danced  together.  Dan- 
cing is  perhaps  not  lefs  ancient  than  longs,  nor  lefs 
practifed  by  favage  nations,  over  whom  mufic  has 
commonly  a  power,  to  which  even  the  moll  deli- 
cate Italian  ear  is  a  flranger.  It  elevates  them 
to  extacy,  and  often  prompts  them  to  exert 
themfelves  till  they  fall  down  breathlefs.  .  Even 
the  wretches,  who,  in  America,  fmart  under 
the  rod  of  European  flavery,  though  fo  difpirited, 
as  in  appearance  to  have  bid  an  eternal  farewell  to 
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happinefs  and  pleafure,  ftart  up  at  the  power  of 
mufic,  and  dance  as  if  their  bodies  were  ftranpers 
to  pain,  and  their  hearts  to  for  row. 

In  the  times  we  are  confiderins:  ^ames  of  chance 
were  not  known  ;  and  even  in  the  days  of  Solomon, 
who  with  an  unheard-of  degree  of  magnificence  and 
libertinifm  had  indulged  himfelf  in  every  vanity, 
and  in  every  delight,  neither  games  nor  theatrical 
entertainments  feem  to  have  been  introduced.  If 
we  may  credit  the  commentators  on  the  Talmud, 
all  kinds  of  games  and  fpe&acles  were  not  only  for- 
bid, but  abhorred  by  every  good  Ifraelite,  on  ac- 
count of  the  judgments  which  had  fallen  upon  fuch 
as  had  ventured  to  be  prefent  at  them  among  the 
neighbouring  nations.  The  comment  on  the  book 
of  Ruth  introduces  old  Naomi  diffuading  her  daugh- 
ter-in-law from  returning  into  the  land  of  Ifrael,  be- 
caufe  women  were  not  there  allowed  to  go  to  the 
theatres,  as  among  the  Gentiles.  The  Jewifh  com- 
ment on  the  Lamentations  of  Jeremiah,  introduces 
the  church  of  that  people  expoftulating  with  God, 
that  me  had  never  indulged  herfelf  in  entering  into 
fuch  prophane  places  ;  and  the  Talmud  itfelf  exprefs- 
ly  forbids,  that  they  mould  enter  them  on  any  con- 
fideration  whatever. 

On  this,  and  fome  other  accounts,  it  would  feem 
that  the  amufements  of  the  women,  in  the  times  we 
are  fpeaking  of,  were  but  few  and  iimple.  Perhaps 
one  of  the  moll:  common  was,  regaling  themfelves 
in  the  open  air,  as  the  fcripture  exprelfes  it,  "  every 
"  one  under  his  own  vine,  and  under  his  own  6m- 
u  tree ;"  a  cuftom  as  ancient  as  Abraham,  and  act 
this  day  almoft  the  only  amufement  praclifed  in  the 
Eaft;  where  the  heat  of  the  climate  difpofes  more 
to  relaxation  in  the  made,  than  to  the  fportive  di- 
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verfions   ufed  by  the  active  inhabitants  of  colder 
regions. 

We  are  informed  by  Herodotus,  that  in  Egypt, 
the  employments  of  the  women,  like  mofl  of  the 
other  cufloms  of  that  people,  were  totally  different 
from  what  they  were  in  other  countries.  We  have 
already  mentioned,  that  the  Egyptian  women  were 
occupied  abroad  in  trade,  merchandife,  and  agri- 
culture ;  and  we  now  add,  that  according  to  this  au- 
thor, they  left  all  the  domeftic  employments  and  cares 
to  their  men.  We  are,  however,  rather  of  opinion, 
that  this  was  not  ftricUy  the  cafe  :  the  mercantile 
caravans,  which  travelled  in  places  fo  rude  and  ur- 
hofpi table  as  the  neighbourhood  of  Egypt,  were 
probably  not  compofed  of  women ;  the  fine  linen, 
for  which  Egypt  was  fo  remarkable,  was  probably 
not  fpun  by  men,  who  feem  by  nature  to  have  an 
abhorrence  at  the  diflafT.  But  as  the  divifion  of  the 
employments  of  life  between  the  two  fexes,  in  this 
country,  is  by  the  difagreement  of  authors  involved  in 
fo  much  doubt  and  obfeurity,  at  a  period  fo  diftant,  we 
cannot  pretend  to  throw  any  light  upon  the  fubje6"k 

From  the  faint  glimmerings  of  ancient  hiftory  it 
would  feem,  that  the  public  amufements  and  diver- 
sions of  the  Egyptians  were  only  a  kind  of  religious 
feftivals,  which  they  celebrated  with  finging,  danc- 
ing, feafling,  and  pompous  procefhons ;  in  which 
the  women  bore  a  great  part,  and  being  adorned 
with  a  variety  of  flowers  and  garlands,  carried  in 
their  hands  things  fymbolical  of  the  feftival  they 
were  celebrating.  Befides  the  joining  in  thefe  pub- 
lic proceffions,  women  of  diftinction  ufed  to  keep 
then*  birth-days  with  feafling  and  rejoicing.  On 
the  birth-day  of  a  queen,  or  of  a  daughter  of  Egypt, 
the  whole  court  Was  treated  in  a  magnificent  man- 
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ner,  and  paid  their  compliments  to  the  lady  on  whofe 
account  they  were  anembled.  Great  men  followed 
the  example  of  their  prince,  called  together  their 
friends  and  dependants,  and  fpent  the  birth-days  of 
their  wives  and  daughters  in  mirth  and  feflivity. 
With  regard  to  the  private  amufements  of  the  Egyp- 
tian women,  hiflory  is  entirely  filent.  It  is  probable, 
however,  that  among  a  people  fo  highly  cultivated, 
they  were  not  altogether  without  fome  of  thofe  fpor- 
tive  diverfions,  which  tend  to  invigorate  the  jbody 
by  unbending  the  mind. 

From  the  Egyptians  till  we  come  to  the  heroic 
ages,  we  only  meet  with  a  few  fcattered  hints  con- 
cerning the  manner  in  which  women  employed  or 
amufed  themfelves.  The  Phoenician  women,  whofe 
hufbands  were  famous  for  trade  and  navigation,  are 
faid  to  have  fpent  much  of  their  time  in  writing  and 
keeping  of  thofe  accounts,  without  which  trade 
cannot  be  properly  managed.  The  Lybian  women, 
warlike  as  their  hufbands,  dedicated  a  great  part  of 
their  time  to  feats  of  arms,  and  to  the  chace  :  even 
their  amufements  were  fome  of  them  calculated  to 
infr.il  a  martial  fpirit :  one  tribe,  in  their  country, 
annually  celebrated  a  feitival  in  honour  of  Ivlinerva, 
in  which  the  young  women  divided  into  two  parties, 
and  fought  with  Hicks  and  Hones,  till  one  of  the 
parties  was  defeated.  As  this  annual  conflict  was 
fought  in  honour  of  the  goddefs,  they  imagined  that 
all  the  wounds  received  in  it  were  under  her  peculiar 
care  ;  and  that  me  interfiled  herfelf  fo  much  in  their 
cure,  that  me  fufTered  none  to  die  of  them,  but 
fuch  as  had  forfeited  their  title  to  her  favour  by  the 
lofs  of  their  virginity.  It  is  probable,  that  thefe 
wounds  were  feldom  of  confequence  enough  to  be- 
come mortal ;  and  when  they  were,  it  was  eafy  to 
fix  this  ftigma  of  female  levity  on  the  unhappy  fur- 


76  THE  HISTORY 

ferer,  who  could  not  raife  from  the  dead  to  vindicate 
her  injured  reputation.  Thus,  though  we  can  con- 
fider  the  inflitution  in  no  other  light  than  a  piece  of 
Hate  policy,  it  was  excellently  calculated  to  preferve 
chaftity  :  hot  to  join  in  the  engagement  was  a  tacit 
acknowledgment  of  unchaftity ;  to  be  wounded  in 
it,  was  confidered  as  certain  death  to  her  who  was 
fo.  Few  women,  therefore,  would  rifque  them- 
femfelves,  who  were  confcious  of  being  gulty  ;  few 
women  would  dare  to  be  guilty,  when  it  was  reck- 
oned fo  impoilible  to  avoid  a  difcovery. 

In  what  manner  the  women  of  the  Syrians, 
Babylonians,  Medes,  and  Perfians,  who  are  almoft 
the  only  nations  which  make  any  figure  in  the  peri- 
ods we  are  reviewing,  were  employed,  is  nearly  all 
conjecture.  We  may,  however,  venture  to  affirm, 
that  among  the  opulent  they  were  not  put  to  any 
fervile  or  laborious  talks  ;  as  fuch  would  have  been 
altogether  inconfiftent  with  the  delicacy  in  which 
they  were  brought  up,  and  the  extraordinary  finery 
with  which  they  were  decorated.  As  the  Babylo- 
nians were  famous  for  their  manufactures  of  rich 
embroidery,  fumptuous  veftments,  fine  linen,  mag- 
nificent carpets  and  hangings  ;  and  as  weaving  em- 
broidery, and  other  works  of  the  like  nature,  were  a 
principal  part  of  the  occupation  of  women,  in  the 
periods  we  are  confidering,  we  may  reafonably  con- 
jecture, that  they  were  employed  in  fabricating  of 
thefe,  as  well  as  in  preparing  that  finery  with  which 
they  ornamented  their  perfons.  We  have  reafon  alfo 
to  iuppofe,  that  in  nations  fo  rich  and  luxurious  as 
thofewe  have  mentioned,  where  women  were  brought 
up  in  the  lap  of  eafe  and  indulgence,  they  would 
have  feveral  public  as  well  as  private  amufements ; 
but  what  thefe  were,  or  how  conducted,  it  is  in  vain 
for  us  at  this  period,  to  attempt  to  dif  cover.    We  are 
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informed,  that  the  Babylonians  had  a  great  variety 
of  mufical  inflruments ;  and  as  mufic  is  a  recreation 
well  adapted  to  the  fentimental  feelings  of  the  female  , 
heart,  it  is  probable  their  women  did  not  neglect  it. 
The  Medes  and  Perfians  were  alfo  famous  for  mufic 
and  dancing.  Mufic,  among  them,  was  called  in  to 
heighten  the  pleafure  of  the  feflive  board  ;  at  which 
they  fung,  and  played  upon  inflruments,  the  monarchs 
themfelves  fometimes  taking  a  part  in  this,  as  well  as  in 
every  other  thing  which  promoted  mirth  and  joillity. 
We  are  inclined  to  believe,  that  it  was  among  the 
Medes  and  Perfians  that  cuflom  was  flrfl  introduced 
of  bringing  in  ringing  and  dancing  women,  in  order 
to  divert  a  company. 

Among  the  nations  that  have  been  hitherto  men- 
tioned, we  could  do  little  more  than  obferve  in  gene- 
ral, that  fuch  was  the  employment,  and  fuch  the 
amufement  of  the  fair  fex.  Defending  to  periods 
lefs  remote,  we  meet  with  deicriptions  more  parti- 
cular. In  the  LefTer  Afia,  where  it  would  feem  that 
women  were  far  from  being  fo  much  defpifed  and 
neglected,  as  in  many  other  parts  of  the  world,  even 
thofe  of  the  firft  quality  were  not  afhamed  to  per- 
form the  office  of  a  washerwoman.  We  iliall  after- 
wards have  occafion  to  take  notice  of  the  fame  cuftom 
in  Greece.  The  Grecian  wives  and  daughters,  of  what- 
ever  quality,  were  not?  in  the  heroic  ages,  brought  up 
in  idlenefs.  Penelope,  queen  of  the  famous  Ulyffes,  is 
fo  frequently  introduced  by  Homer  at  her  loom,  that 
almofl  every  one  has  heard  the  flory  of  Penelope's 
web ;  a  flory  which  has  been  frequently  applied  to 
the  flow  and  thriftlefs  operations  of  the  women  of 
our  modern  times.  The  famous  Helen,  while  con- 
fined by  the  befiegers  of  Troy,  employed  hcrfelf  in 
an  extraordinary  piece  of  embroidery,  which  repre- 
fented  mofl  of  the  battles  fought  between  the  Greeks 
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and  Trojans :  and  Andromache,  when  flie  heard  of 
the  death  of  Hector,  embroidered  a  reprefentation 
of  that  tragical  fcene,  and  adorned  it  with  flowers. 
But  fuch  foft  employments,  fuch  works  of  tafle, 
were  not  the  fole  occupations  of  the  women  in  the 
times  we  are  delineating.  The  fame  Andromache* 
who  with  her  needle  painted  painted  the  fall  of  the 
hero  of  her  country,  was  not  afhamed  to  feed,  and 
take  care  of,  the  horfes  of  that  hero  when  living. 

Befides  the  arts  of  weaving  and  embroidery, 
which  were  not  unknown  to  the  women  in  the  times 
of  Mofes,  the  Grecian  fair  ones  employed  them- 
felves  in  fpinning,  which  they  performed  {landing, 
and  in  every  other  branch  of  the  manufacture  of 
cloth  ;  a  cuflom  which  was  not  obliterated  even  in 
the  mod  polifhed  times  of  their  flates.  Alexander 
the  Great,  and  many  others  of  their  heroes  and 
ftatefmen,  wore  garments,  fpun  and  woven  by  their 
wives  and  fillers :  and  this  appears  to  have  been 
the  practice  of  the  earlieft  antiquity,  and  we  find 
Solomon,  in  his  praifes  of  a  virtuous  woman,  enu- 
merating, among  other  qualities,  that  of  clothing 
her  hufband  in  purple  and  fcarlet.  The  Greek  wo- 
men had  particular  rooms  allotted  to  their  work, 
near  the  apartments  where  they  lodged.  When  they 
were  refpe&ed  by  their  hufbands,  and  not  given  to 
intriguing,  the  provifion  and  management  of  all  ne- 
ceffaries  within  doors  were  committed  to  them. 

As  the  Greek  ladies  were  almoft  conflantly  em- 
ployed, and  as  voluntary  employment  often  banifhes 
even  every  wiih  of  pleafure  and  diffipation,  we  have 
reafon  to  believe  that  they  had  few,  if  any,  private 
diverfions  or  amufernents ;  which  are  generally  the 
offspring  of  idlenefs,  as  appears  plainly  from  the 
difference,  in  this  refpect,  between  the  wqnien  and 
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the  men ;  the  former,  as  we  have  obferved,  being 
fully  employed,  had  no  need  of  amufements ;  the 
latter  being  frequently,  and,  in  Sparta,  even  by  law 
obliged  to  be  conftantly  idle,  were  thereby  induced 
to  have  recourfe  to  games  and  fports  of  various  kinds 
to  fill  up  their  vacant  hours,  and  prevent  that  un- 
comfortable tedium  which  fo  conftantly  attends  idle- 
nefs :  to  fome  of  thefe  public  fports  the  women  were 
admitted,  and  from  others  excluded  by  the  fevered 
penalties.  Their  legiflator  poffibly  imagined,  that 
mould  they  be  indifcriminately  admitted  to  all  the 
amufements  of  the  men,  they  would  acquire  an  un- 
suitable boldnefs,  and  neglect  the  feveral  duties  and 
offices  required  of  them  at  home.  To  what  we  have 
here  obferved  the  Spartan  women  are,  however,  an 
objection :  we  have  already  feen,  that  they  amufed 
themfelves  with  the  mafculine  exercifes  of  wreflling, 
throwing  darts,  &c.  But  this  is  not  all :  they  were 
obliged  to  appear  naked  at  fome  of  their  folemn 
feafts  and  facrifices,  and  to  dance  and  ftng,  while 
the  young  men  flood  in  a  circle  around  them ;  an 
amufement  highly  indelicate,  or,  if  a  religious  cere- 
mony, only  worthy  of  the  Cyprian  goddefs. 

In  the  earlier  periods,  while  the  Greeks  'found 
abundance  of  employment  in  procuring  fubfiftence, 
in  plundering  their  neighbours,  or  avenging  their 
own  quarrels  ;  they  had  but  few  gods,  and,  hardly 
perhaps,  any  feftivals  befides  that  of  the  vintage, 
when  they  ufed  to  make  merry  together  with  the 
fruits  they  had  gathered.  In  the  latter,  when  they 
became  idle,  by  devolving  all  their  labour  upon 
flaves,  and  their  gods  had  increafed  almoft  to  the 
number  of  their  men,  the  feftivals  celebrated  in  ho- 
nor of  them  became  alfo  nearly  innumerable  and 
were  many  of  them  accompanied  with  dancings, 
revellings,  pompous  proceilions,  and  other  often  ta- 
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tious  ceremonies :  into  almofl  all  of  them  the  wo- 
men were  not  only  admitted,  but  in  feveral  of  them 
acted  a  principal  part  as  fingers,  dancers,  priefl- 
effes,  &c.  When,  therefore,  the  inilitutions  of  a 
religion  are  in  this  manner  more  calculated  to  attract 
the  eye,  than  to  amend  the  heart ;  when  inflead  of 
focial  and  moral  duties,  they  prefcribe  gaudy  pro- 
ceflions,  and  oflentatious  ceremonies ;  thefe  in  a 
great  meafure  fupply,  and  are  actually  turned  into 
public  diverfions  and  amufements.  This  feems  to 
have  been  remarkably  the  cafe  in  Greece  ;  where, 
though  every  one  of  their  numerous  festivals  was 
inftituted  in  honour  of  fome  god,  or  in  commemo- 
ration of  fomething  which  they  fancied  was  con- 
nected with  religion,  they  often  loft  fight  of  the 
original  inflitution  amid  the  glare  of  oflentatious 
ceremony  with  which  it  was  celebrated. 

Another  caufe,  which  contributed  to  make  the  re- 
ligious feflivals  of  the  Greeks  be  confidered  as  amufe- 
ments and  diverfions,  was  that  ridiculous  buffoonery 
that  conftituted  fo  great  a  part  of  them  :  it  would 
be  tedious  to  enumerate  one  half  of  thefe  buffoone- 
ries ;  let  a  few  ferve  as  a  fpecimen.  At  a  feflival 
held  in  honour  of  Bacchus,  the  women  ran  about 
for  a  long  time  feeking  the  god,  who,  they  pre- 
tended, had  run  away  from  them  :  this  done,  they 
pafled  their  time  in  propofmg  riddles  and  queflrons 
to  each  other,  and  laughing  at  fuch  as  could  not 
anfwer  them  ;  and  at  lafl  often  clofed  the  fcene  with 
fuch  enormous  exceffes,  that  at  one  of  thefe  feflivals, 
the  daughters  of  Minya,  having,  in  their  madnefs, 
killed  Hippafus,  had  him  dreffed  and  ferved  up  to 
table  as  a  rarity.  At  another,  kept  in  honour  of 
Venus  and  Adonis,  they  beat  their  breafls,  tore  their 
hair,  and  mimicked  all  the  figns  of  the  mofl  extra- 
vagant grief,  with  which  they  fuppofed  the  goddefs 
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to  have  been  affected  on  the  death  of  her  favourite 
paramour.  At  another,  in  honour  of  the  nymph 
Cotys,  they  addreffed  her  as  the  goddefs  of  wanton- 
nefs  with  many  myflerious  rites  and  ceremonies. 
At  Corinth,  thefe  rites  and  ceremonies,  being  per- 
haps thought  inconfilrent  with  the  character  of 
modeft  women,  this  feitival  was  only  celebrated  by 
harlots.  Athenseus  mentions  a  feitival,  at  which  the 
women  laid  hold  on  all  the  old  bachelors  they  could 
find,  and  dragged  them  round  an  altar  ;  beating 
them  all  the  time  with  their  fifts,  as  punifhment  for 
their  neglect  of  the  fex.  We  fliall  only  mention  two 
more ;  at  one  of  which,  after  the  affembly  had  met 
in  the  temple  of  Ceres,  the  women  fhut  out  all  the 
men  and  dogs,  themfelves  and  the  bitches  remaining 
in  the  temple  all  night :  in  the  morning,  the  men 
were  let  in,  and  the  time  was  fpent  in  laughing 
together  at  the  frolic.  At  the  other,  in  honour  of 
Bacchus,  they  counterfeited  frenzy  and  madnefs ; 
and  to  make  this  madnefs  appear  the  more  real,  they 
ufed  to  eat  the  raw  and  bloody  entrails  of  goats 
newly  flaughtered.  And,  indeed,  the  whole  of  the 
feftivals  of  Bacchus,  a  deity  much  worfhipped  in 
Greece,  were  celebrated  with  rites  either  ridiculous, 
obfeene,  or  madly  extravagant.  There  were  others, 
however,  in  honour  of  the  other  gods  and  goddeffes, 
which  were  more  decent,  and  had  more  the  appear- 
ance of  religious  folemnity,  though  even  in  thefe,  the 
women  dreffed  out  in  all  their  finery  ;  and  adorned 
with  flowers  and  garlands,  either  formed  fplendid 
proceffions,  or  afTifted  in  performing  ceremonies ; 
the  general  tendency  of  which  was  to  amufe  rather 
than  inftruct. 

Wherever  women    are  advanced  a  few  decrees 
above  the  molt  abject  flavery,  nothing  is  more  natu- 
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ral  to  them  than  a  conftant  endeavour  to  attract  the 
attention  of  our  fex,bya  difplay  of  their  native  charms, 
fet  off  to  the  befl  advantage  by  drefs  and  ornament. 
But  it  is  only  in  ftates  polifhed  to  excefs,  that  they 
have  imagined,  that  to  drefs  and  difplay  all  their 
charms,  are  the  only  things  with  which  they  have  any 
bufmefs  or  concern  in  this  world.  Such,  as  we  have 
now  fecTi^  were  not  the  antient  Greeks,  nor  fucli 
were  the  Romans  in  the  early  period  of  their  empire. 
Tanaquil,  the  queen  of  Tarquin,  one  of  the  firfl 
and  befl  kings  of  Rome,  was  admitted  to  public 
honours  on  account  of  the  ufe  fhe  had  made  of  her 
diflaff;  and  Lucretia,  whofe  tragical  flory  is  fo  well 
known  in  the  Roman  hiflory,  when  her  hufband 
and  fome  friends  with  him,  unexpectedly  arrived 
from  the  army  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  was 
found  with  her  maids  fpinning  and  working  in 
wool ;  and  the  general  practice  of  this  period,  as 
well  among  the  Romr.ns  as  the  Greeks  and  other 
nations,  was,  that  the  women  manufactured  all  the 
cloaths  ufed  by  their  hufbands  and  families ;  not 
thinking  the  ufeful  and  neceffary  arts  of  life  fo  incom- 
patible with  elegance  and  grandeur  as  they  began 
to  do  afterwards,  and  as  they  unfortunately  do 
Hill  in  our  modern  times :  but  while  their  hufbands 
and  relations  were,  labouring  for,  or  defending  them 
abroad,  they  at  home  were  providing  them  with 
cloaths  and  other  neceffaries,  according  to  their  rank, 
and  the  fafhion  of  their  country,  and  thus  mutually 
forwarding  one  common  interefl ;  but  in  fubfequent 
periods,  when  luxury,  with  its  numerous  train  of 
attending  evils,  had  crept  into  Rome,  the  women 
became  by  degrees  lefs  ufeful,  and  ceafed  to  be  em- 
ployed in  proportion  as  they  were  diverted  and 
amufed. 
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Hiftory,  fo  far  as  we  know,  lias  not  acquainted  * 
us,  whether  the  Roman  ladies  had  any  private  diver- 
lions  :  their  public  ones  were  fuch  as  were  common 
to  both  fexes  ;  as  bathing,  theatrical  reprefentations, 
horfe-races,  fliows  of  wild  beads,  fighting  with  one 
another  ;  andfometimes  with  men,  whom  the  empe- 
rors in  the  plenitude  of  their  defpotic  power  ordered 
to  engage  them  ;  naval  battles,  and  gladiators  hack- 
ing one  another  to  pieces.  The  Romans,  of  both 
fexes,  fpent  a  great  deal  of  time  at  the  baths ; 
which  at  fill!,  perhaps,  were  interwoven  with  their 
religion,  at  lafi,  were  only  conndered  as  refinements 
in  luxury  ;  they  were  places  of  public  refort,  where 
all  the  news  of  the  times  were  to  be  heard,  where 
people  met  with  their  acquaintances  and  friends, 
where  public  libraries  were  kept  for  fuch  as  chofe  to 
read,  and  where  poets  recited  their  works  to  fuch  as 
would  hear.  In  the  earlier  periods  of  Rome,  feparate 
baths  were  appropriated  to  each  fex ;  but  luxury 
beginning  by  degrees  to  thrufl  out  decency,  they  at 
lafl  came  to  bathe  promifcuoufry  together ;  the  men, 
however,  being  dreffed  and  undreifed  by  the  men  ; 
and  the  women,  following  the  example,  by  thofe  of 
their  own  fex  only.  The  emperor  Adrian  prohibited 
this  indecent  manner  of  bathing,  and  re-eilablifned 
the  feparate  baths ;  inclination,  by  degrees,  over- 
came the  prohibition,  and  Marcus  Aurelius  renewed 
it.  Heliogabolus,  the  patron  of  gluttony  and  inde- 
corum, formally  aboliflied  it ;  and  it  was  again 
renewed  under  Alexander  Severus.  But  debauchery 
was  by  this  time  become  too  powerful  to  be  retrained 
by  law  ;  and  in  fpite  of  every  effort,  promifcuoir; 
bathing  continued  till  the  time  of  Ccnftantine ;  who 
finally  annulled  it,  by  adding  the  precepts  of  Chrif- 
tianity  to  the  legiflative  authority.  There  were 
likewife  at  Rome  public  walks,  planted  on  each  fid, 
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with  rows  of  trees,  as  in  modern  times ;  to  which 
both  fexes  reforted  in  the  evenings,  to  walk  and 
amufe  themfelves.  The  emperors  fometimes  alfo 
gave  lotteries ;  in  which  the  women  had  tickets,  that 
entitled  them  to  prizes.  In  fhort,  fo  much  did  the 
Roman  women  recede  from  the  cuitom  of  antiquity, 
in  mixing  themfelves  with  the  men,  that  at  lad  there 
was  hardly  an  amufement,  a  bufmefs,  or  debauchery, 
in  which  they  were  not  engaged,  either  as  parties  or 
fpectators. 


CHAPTER     IV. 
The  fame  Subjccl  continued. 


EN,  though  in  many  refpects  exactly 
fimilar  in  ail  ages  and  countries,  in  others  are  fo 
difiimilar,  that  they  can  hardly  be  confidered  as  the 
fame  kind  of  beings ;  their  fimilarity  is  in  all  times 
and  places,  the  effect  of  nature ;  their  diffimilarity 
the  effect  of  art,  and  of  the  habits  and  cuftoms  which 
have  arifen  from  it.  Thefe  every  where  govern  and 
direct  more  than  one  half  of  their  thoughts  and 
actions,  lay  them  under  obligations  ftronger  than 
the  laws  of  their  country  ;  and,  in  many  cafes,  obli- 
terate even  the  laws  of  nature.  Such  was  the  cafe 
with  the  Roman  women  at  the  public  baths ;  fuch 
is  the  cafe  at  prefent  in  Ruffia,  and  many  other 
parts  of  the  world  ;  where  female  modefty  not  only 
gives  place  to  cuftom,  but,  by  cuflom,  is  in  time 
entirely  eradicated, 
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As  the  other  articles,  which  we  mentioned  in  the 
lift  of  diverfions  and 'amufements  of  the  Roman 
ladies,  are  already  io  wtell  known,  we  fhall  not  enter 
into  a  particular  detail  of  them.  When  from  the 
Romans  we  turn  our  eyes  towards  thofe  nations, 
who  afterwards  overturned  their  empire,  we  find 
them,  though  by  the  Romans  denominated  barba- 
rians, in  many  circumflances,  lefs  deferving  of  that 
contemptible  epithet  than  thele  iniblent  depopulators 
of  the  world.  We  find  their  wTomen  placing  no 
fmall  ill  are  of  female  excellence  in  the  exercifeof  the 
domeftic,  and  ftill  more  in  that  of  the  conjugal  vir- 
tues :  we  find  that  their  mothers  had  early  inftilled 
into  their  minds  that  modefty,  which  more  than  any 
ornaments  adorned  ;  and  that  frugality  and  induftry 
which  in  a  barren  climate,  and  aimofl  unaftifted  by 
the  men,  maintained  them.  Their  employment  was 
not  only  to  take  care  of,  and  manage  all  the 
domeftic  concerns  of  the  family,  but  alfo  to  provide 
whatever  could  be  obtained  by  peaceful  induftry ; 
for  their  hufbands,  inclined  only  to  occupy  themfelves 
in  war  and  hunting,  left  every  thing  elfe  to  the  con- 
duct and  direction  of  their  wives. 

The  Celtes,  Gauls,  Germans,  and  perhaps  every 
other  northern  people,  deemed  agriculture  an  ignoble 
profeffion ;  only  fit  for  flaves  and  women  :  even  the 
Vifigoths,  on  the  coafts  of  Spain,  devolved  the  care 
of  their  flocks  and  their  fields  on  their  women,  and 
encouraged  them  to  fupport  the  fatigue  of  managing 
them,  by  efbbiifhmg  annual  aifemhlies,  in  which 
thofe  women  who  had  moil:  dillinguilhed  themfelves 

o 

in  agriculture  received  public  applaufe.  The  men, 
in  all  the  nations  we  have  mentioned,  counted  it  only 
glorious  to  live  by  the  fv/ord  and  the  bow,  and  con- 
iequently,  when  not  engaged  in  war,  or  in  the  chafe, 
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funk  into  llo'thful  indolence;  and  could  only  be  faid 
to  live,  becaufe  they  ate,  drank,  and  flept.  Every 
neceflfary  work  being  thus  left  to  the  women,  they 
were  perhaps  fo  fully  employed  as  to  have  no  time 
for  any  thing  elfe;  if  they  had  any  diverfions  or 
amufements,  as  they  had  no  hiflorians,  and  as  thofe 
of  other  nations  were  but  imperfectly  acquainted  with 
their  manners,  we  have  no  account  of  them. 

We  mall  afterwards  have  occafion  to  relate,  that 
the  far.  greater  part  of  the  female  fex  in  Alia,  Africa, 
and  America,  are  in  a  Hate  of  the  moil  abject  flavery 
and  employed  only  in  the  execution  of  every  flavifh 
and  laborious  talk.     We  mall  not  therefore  now 
take  up  the  difmal  tale,  but  content  ourfelves  with 
mentioning  a  few  particulars  only,  and  thefe  chiefly 
fuch  as  relate  to  women,  who  are  the  lead  expofed 
to  feel  the  oppreilive  effects  of  defpotifm.     The  Hin- 
doo women,  the  Mahommedans  of  Bengal,  Nauga- 
racut,  Lahor,  and  feveral  other  places  of  the  Eaft, 
are,  in  general,  not  fo  much  oppreffed  by  flavery, 
as  in  many  parts  of  Africa  and  America;  becaufe, 
in  the  former  places,  they  are  confidered  only  as  an 
article  of  delicacy  and  pleafure;  in  the  latter  only  as 
the  flaves  of  their  lords,  and  the  breeders  of  children. 
To  the  woman  of  Hindoftan,  we  owe  a  great  part  of 
thofe  works  of  tafte  fo  elegantly  executed  on  the 
manufactures  of  the  Eail;  the  beautiful  colourings 
and  exquifite  defignings  of  their  printed  cottons;   all 
the  embroidery,  and  a  part  of   that  filligree  work, 
which  fo  much  exceeds  any  thing  in  Europe.     The 
deficiency  of  tafte  therefore,  with  which  we  fo  com- 
monly charge  them,  does  not  feem  to  be  fo  much  a 
defect  of  nature  as  of  education  :  brought  up  in 
luxurious    indolence,    excluded  from   all   the  bufy 
icenes  of  life,  and  like  children  provided  with  all 
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thofe  things,  the  acquisition  of  which  calls  forth  the 
powers  of  the  mind  and  body,  they  feldom  have  any 
motive  to  exert  themfelves ;  but  when  fuch  a  motive 
exifts,  they  have  often  exhibited  the  moil  convincing 
proofs  of  their  ability.  Mherul-NirTa,  who  was 
afterward  the  favourite  Sultana  of  Jehangire,  empe- 
ror of  Hindoftan,  being,  with  feveral  female  flaves, 
at  firfl  fhut  up  in  a  defpicable  apartment  of  the  ferag- 
lio,  on  the  comfortlefs  allowance  of  two  {hillings  per 
day,  in  order  to  raife  her  own  reputation,  and  to 
fupport  herfelf  and  Haves  in  a  better  manner  than 
that  fcanty  pittance  would  admit  of,  began  to  call 
forth  the  powers  of  tafte  and  invention,  which  had 
hitherto  lain  dormant :  fhe  produced  fome  admirable 
pieces  of  tapeftry  and  embroidery,  painted  filks,  with 
the  mofl  exquifite  delicacy;  and  invented  a  variety 
of  female  ornaments,  fuperior  to  thofe  in  common 
ufe;  thefe  being  bought  up  with  avidity  over  all  the 
city  of  Delhi,  made  her  fo  famous,  that  the  Sultan 
paid  her  a  vifit;  and  captivated  with  her  fenfe  and 
her  charms,  from  that  moment  became  her  Have. 

Such  are  the  female  employments  of  the  Eaft; 
they  are  nearly  the  fame  among  the  Turks  now 
fettled  in  Europe  ;  every  Turkifh  feraglio  or  haram 
has  a  garden  adjoining  to  it,  and  in  the  middle  of 
this  garden  a  large  room,  more  or  lefs  decorated, 
according  to  the  wealth  of  the  proprietor;  here  the 
ladies  fpend  mofl  of  their  time  with  their  attendant 
nymphs  around  them,  employed  at  their  inufic, 
embroidery,  or  loom;  nor  mould  we  wonder,  if  in 
thefe  retreats  we  find  more  real  pleafure  and  enjoy- 
ment, than  in  the  unbounded  freedom  of  Europe, 
where  love,  interefl,  and  ambition,  fo  often  deftroy 
their  peace;  and  where  fcandal,  with  her  envenomed 
fhafts,  too  often  ftrikes  equally  at  guilt  and  innocence. 
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So  little  do  the  writers  of  voyages  and  travellers 
know  what  paffes  in  the  penetralia  of  the  harams  of 
the  Eaft,  and  fo  private  are  thefe  receffes  kept  even 
from  the  eye  of  fpeculative  intrufion,  that  our  know- 
ledge of  what  is  going  forward  within  them  is  exceed- 
ingly imperfect:  this  only  in  general  feems  certain, 
that  the  ladies  of  the  great,  fpend  their  time  lolling 
on  filken  fophas,  bathing  in  rofe  water,  perfuming 
themfelves  with  coftly  effences,  and  adorning  their 
perfons,  folicitous  by  every  method  to  attract  the 
attention,  and  obtain  the  greater!  {hare  of  the  con- 
jugal favour  of  their  lord*  Public  amufements  they 
have  none;  as  thefe  would  neceffarily  expofe  them 
to  be  feen;  a  thing  which,  through  cuftom,  the 
women  themfelves  feem  little  lefs  afraid  of  than  the 

jealous  tyrants  who  confine  them. 

• 

In  the  empire  of  the  Mogul,  the  women  are  often 
called  into  the  apartments  of  the  men  after  flipper, 
where  they  fpend  the  remainder  of  the  evening  in 
regaling  themfelves  with  betel*,  with  a  few  of  the 
liquors  of  the  country,  and  in  converfation ;  but  in 
thefe  cafes  tliey  are  conilantly  veiled;  and  to  offer 
to  unveil,  or  even  to  tench  one  of  them,  would  be 
confidered  as  the  greateft  rudenefs;  and  perhaps 
punifhed  with  immediate  (tabbing.  At  court  they 
are  frequently  admitted  into  a  gallery,  with  a  curtain 
before  them,  through  which,  without  being  feen., 
they  can  fee  and  hear  whatever  paffes.  It  has  fome- 
times  happened,  that  the  throne  has  been  occupied 
by  a  women,  who  never  appearing  in  open  court, 
iffued  her  imperial  mandates  from  behind  this  curtain ; 
like  an  invifible  being  producing  the  greater!  effects, 

*  Betel  is  a  root,  which  the  Eafterns  make  ufe  of  as  the  Eu- 
ropeans do  tobacco  ;  it  is  chewed  by  .all  ranks,  and  by  men, 
women,  and  children. 
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while  the  caiife .;of  them  was  wrrapt  in  darknefs  raid 
obfeurity.  * 

At  Conftantinople,  where  the  inhabitants  Hill  retain 
the  manners  of  the  Afiatics,*and  in  moil  places  of  the 
Levant,  the  Turks,  who  love  indecent  amufements,, 
chufe  out  in  the  evening  a  green  fpot,  in  fome  thick 
iliade,  in  which  they  fpread  a  carpet ;  and  fitting 
down  crofs -legged  together,  men  and  women,  upon 
it,  divert  themfelves  with  drinking?  coffee  and  flier- 
bet,  while  their  female  flaves  attend  round  them  to 
play,  ling,  or  dance,  as  they  iliall  direct ;  the  mif- 
trefs,  or  lady,  of  the  firft  quality  in  the  party,  often 
leading  the  dance,  in  the  lame  manner  as  Diana  is 
faid  to  have  done  with  her  Nymphs  on  the  banks  cf 
the  Eurotas.  But  though  women  of  rank,  at  Con- 
ilantinople,  may  lead  off  a  dance,  fuch  does  not 
feem  to  be  the  general  practice  of  the  Afiatics,  from 
whom  they  are  defcended  ;  at  lead,  they  do  not  dance 
for  amufement ;  it  is  true,  the  Mogul  emperors  often 
make  their  wives  and  concubines  dance  before  them, 
and  the  other  great  men  imitate  their  example  ;  but 
this  is  not  a  voluntary  act  of  the  women  ;  it  is  what 
they  are  obliged  to  by  the  command  of  a  fuperior ; 
and  when  this  fuperior  retires,  they  exercife  the  fame 
authority  over  their  own  flaves,  who  are  alfo  obliged 
to  dance  for  their  amufement.  We  have  already 
feen,  in  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  that  dancing 
was  practifed  at  an  early  period  in  the  Eafl  ;  and 
we  find  that  it  fliil  prevails  among  all  nations,  rude 
and  cultivated  ;  only  with  this  difference,  that  the 
rude  dance  to  (hew  their  ftrength  and  agility  ;  the 
cultivated  for  exercife,  and  to  mew  the  gracefnlnefs 
of  their  perfons  and  motions ;  and  fo  much  are  man- 
kind almofl  every  where  delighted  with  dancing, 
that  the  indigent  in  many  places  have  converted  >i 

M 
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into  a  trade,  from  which  they  derive  no  uncomfort- 
able fubfiftence. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Surat,  the  Hindoos  have 
many  magnificent  temples;  and  in  every  temple 
are  a  number  of  Bramins  or  priefts,  dedicated  to 
the  fervice  «*)f  the  god  there  worshipped.  A  part 
of  that  fervice  confifts  in  dancing  on  religious  alTem- 
blies,  and  other  folemn  occalions ;  and  thefe  dances 
are  performed  by  young  women,  the  mod  handfome 
and  beautiful  in  the  countrv.*  Thefe  refide  in  the 
temple,  and  are  by  the  Bramins  carefully  collecled 
from  every  place,  where  their  own  influence,  or  the 
veneration  of  their  temple  reaches.  In  order  to 
induce  them  to  enter  into  this  fervice,  befides  the 
immenfe  rewards  held  out  to  them  in  the  world  to 
come,  they  have  fome  peculiar  privileges  in  this. 
They  may  leave  the  temple  when  they  pleafe  ;  and 
being  accounted  holy,  they  are  then  eagerly  fought 
alter  in  marriage,  and  have  the  preference  in  this 
refpect-  to  all  other  women.  While  in  the  temples, 
they  are  entirely  under  the  direction  of  the  Bramins  ; 
and  it  is  by  many  fuppofed,  that  they  are  alfo 
entirely  appropriated  to  their  pleafures ;  but  how- 
ever this  be,  they  are  hardly  ever  allowed,  like  the 
other  female  dancers  of  the  country,  to  perform 
for  the  amufement  of  the  public. 

Befides  thefe  religious  dancers,  there  is  almofl  in 
every  large  city,  companies  of  dancing  girls,  called 
Balliaderes ;  who,  in  the  manner  of  our  iirolling 
players,  go  about  for  the  amufement  of  the  public  ; 

*  When  Mamood  firft  took  the  magnificent  temple  of  Sumnat, 
he  found  thcre^five  hundred  dancing  girls,  and  three  hundred 
mufjcians.- 
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and  who  will  exhibit  their  performances  at  the  houfe 
of  any  perfon,  who  is  able  to  pay  what  they  demand ; 
or  may  be  feen  by  any  one  for  a  trifle  at  their  public 
affemblies.  Thefe  beautiful  girls  are  conftantly  fol- 
lowed by  an  old  deformed  muiician,  who  beats 
time  with  a  brazen  mfrxument,  called  a  Tom ;  and 
continually  at  every  flroke  repeats  the  word  Tom 
with  fuch  vociferation,  that  he  foon  works  himfelf 
into  a  kind  of  phrenzy  ;  the  Balliaderes,  at  the  feme 
time  eager  to  pleafe,  and  intoxicated  with  the  mufic, 
and  the  fmell  of  the  eiTences  with  which  they  are 
perfumed,  foon  after  begin  to  be  in  the  fame  Hate: 
their  dances  are  in  general  expreillve  of  the  pafhon 
of  love,  and  they  manage  them  fo  as  to  give,  even 
the  moil  ignorant,  tolerable  ideas  of  that  pailion  in 
all  its  different  fituations  and  circumifances ;  and  (6 
great  is  their  beauty,  fo  voluptuous  their  figure,  fo 
rich  and  ingenioufly  contrived  their  drefs,  that  they 
feldom  perform  without  drawing  together  a  nume- 
rous croud  of  fpectators. 

Strolling  female  dancers,  who  live  by  that  profef- 
iion,  are  not,  however,  peculiar  to  the  Eafl  Indies ; 
they  have  of  late  been  met  with  in  Otaheite,  and 
feveral  other  places ;  butbeilde  their  (trolling  dancers 
in  Otaheite,  they  have  a  dance  called  Timoradee, 
which  the  young  girls  perform,  when  eight  or  ten 
of  them  can  be  got  together  ;  it  confiits  in  every 
motion,  gellure,  and  tone  of  voice  that  is  truly 
lafcivious  ;  and  being  brought  up  to  it  from  their 
childhood,  in  every  motion,  and  in  every  geflurc, 
they  keep  time  with  an  exactnefs  fcarcely  excelled 
by  the  moll  expert  flage-dancers  of  Europe.  But 
though  this  diverfion  is  allowed  to  the  virgin,  it  is 
prohibited  to  the  wife  ;  who,  from  the  moment  0/ 
marriage,  muft  abflain  from  it  forever. 
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That  fuch  women  as  have  rather  been  the  outcaits 
of  fortune,  and  are  confequently  obliged  to  exert 
themfelves,  in  order  to  gain  a  fubfifteuce,  fhould 
make  dancing  a  profeilion,  and  exhibit  their  per- 
formances for  money,  has  nothing  in  it  extraordi- 
nary ;  but  that  both  men  and  women,  who  reckon 
themfelves  fo  far  above  want,  as  to  be  afhamed  to 
perform  for  hire,  fhould  become  {trolling  dancers 
from  choice,  in  fome  degree  excites  aitonifhment,  as 
being  perfectly  inconfiilent  with  the  ideas  which  we 
entertain  in  Europe.  Such,  however,  in  the  iiland 
ci  Ulietea,  were  met  with  by  Mr.  Banks  and  Dr. 
8olander,  who  have  given  the  following  defcription 
of  them  :  c  In  the  courfe  of  our  walk,  we  met  with 
4  a  company  of  flrolling  dancers,  who  detained  us  two 
f  hours ;  and  during  all  that  time  afforded  us  great 
'  entertainment ;  the  company  confifled  of  two  women 
4  dancers,  and  fix  men,  with  three  drums :  they  were 
4  fome  of  the  moil  confiderable  people  of  the  ifland, 
'  and  though  they  were  continually  going  from  place 
c  to  place,  they  did  not,  like  the  ltrolling  companies 
c  of  Otaheite,  take  any  gratuity  from  the  fpe&ators. 
c  The  women  had  upon  their  heads  a  confiderable 

4  quantity  of  plaited  hair,  which  was  brought  feveral 
f  times  round  their  head,  and  adorned  in  many  parts 
'  with  the  flowers  of  the  Cape  JefTainine,  which 
6  were  ftuck  in  with  much  tafle,  and  made  a  head- 
?  drefs  truly  elegant ;  their  necks,  moulders,  and 
8  arms,  v/ere  naked  ;  fo  were  their  breads,  as  low 
'  as  the  parting  of  the  arm ;  below  that  they  were 
c  covered  with  black  cloth,  which  fat  clofe  to  the 
*  body ;  at  the  fide  of  each  bread:,  next  the  arm, 

5  was  placed  a  fmall  plume  of  black  feathers ;  upon 
c  their  hips  refted  a  quantity  of  cloth,  plaited  yctj 
1  full ;  it  reached  up  to  the  breafl,  and  fell  down 

6  below  into  long  petticoats ;  thefe  quite  concealed 
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'  their  feet ;  which  they  managed  with  as  much 
1  dexterity  as  our  opera-dancers  could  have  done  ; 
4  the  plaits  above  the  waift*were  brown  and  white 
4  alternately,  the  petticoats  below  were  all  white. 

?  In  this  drefs  they  advanced  Tideways  in  a  mea- 
'  fured  Hep,  keeping  excellent  time  to  the  drums, 
6  which  beat  briikly  and  loud  ;  foon  after  they  be- 
6  gan  to  fhake  their  hips,  giving  the  folds  of  cloth 

*  that  lay  upon  them  a  very  briilc  motion,  which 
c  was  in  fome  degree  continued  through  the  whole 

*  dance  ;  though  the  body  was  thrown  into  various 
4  poftures,  fometimes  {landing,  fometimes  fitting, 
c  and  fometimes  refling  on  their  knees  and  elbows  ; 
4  the  fingers  alfo  being  moved,  at  the  fame  time, 
c  with  a  quicknefs  fcarcely  to  be  imagined.  Much 
c  of  the  dexterity  of  the  dancers,  however,  and  the 
f  entertainment  of  the  fpeclators,  confifted  in  the 
c  wantonnefs  of  their  attitudes  and  geftures ;  which 
6  was  indeed  fuch  as  exceeds  all  defcription/ 

From  the  earliefl  ages,  dancing  appears  to  have 
been  either  a  religious  or  an  imitative  exercife ; 
David  danced  before  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  ihe  Philif- 
tines  danced  before  Dagon,  many  of  the  contempo- 
rary nations  frequently  danced  at  their  folemn  meet- 
ings, in  their  groves,  and  on  their  high  places ;  the 
Greeks  did  the  fame  at  fome  of  the  feflivals  celebra- 
ted in  honour  of  their  pr>ds :  and  the  travellers  of 
Our  own  times  give  us  numberlefs  accounts  of  the 
dancings  of  the  ravages  before  their  idols.  So 
different,  however,  are  the  ideas  we  have  formed  of 
religion,  that  we  are  apt  to  conlider  dancing  as 
altogether  ineonfiflent  with  its  folemnky  ;  but,  per- 
haps, thofe  who  thought  otherwife,  introduced  it  as  a 
%n  of  gratitude  and  thankfulnefs,  for  health,  vigour, 
and  agility  ;  and,  to  (how  the  gods,  that  they  were 
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cheerful  mid  happy  in  the  enjoyment  of  their 
bieffings,  and  under  the  adminiftration  of  their 
government ;  and  proceeding  from  fuch  fentiments 
in  the  worihippers,  it  could  not  be  to  the  gods  an 
unacceptable  fervice.  It  has  likewife  been  much 
ufed  in  an  imitative  or  fvmbolical  manner.  The 
Indians  dance  their  war-dance,  to  (hew  their  ftrength, 
the  agility,  and  ferocity  they  can  exert  in  battle  ; 
and  the  women  we  have  mentioned  indecently  dance, 
what  may  be  called  their  love-dance,  to  (hew  how 
well  they,  are  qualified  for  the  rapturous  enjoyments 
of  that  pailion  ;  and  it  is  only  in  the  polite  countries 
of  Europe  that  we  dance  purely  for  the  fake  of 
dancing.  If  rude  and  barbarous  nations  make  their 
dances  expreffive  of  their  employments  and  their 
feelings ;  it  is  worth  confidering,  whether  we  might 
not  improve  on  the  plan,  and  add  fentiment  and 
expreffion  to  what  we  at  prefent  only  look  upon  as 
frolic  and  amufement. 

Befides  dancing,  which  does  not  as  in  Europe 
feem  an  amufement  voluntarily  practifed  by  all  ranks 
and  conditions  of  women  ;  in  the  eaft  they  have  the 
diverlion  of  bathing,  which  is  fo  clofely  interwoven 
with  their  religion  as  well  as  with  their  paftime, 
that  we  can  hardly  fay  to  which  of  them  it  belongs. 
In  warm  countries,  where  cleanlinefs  is  fo  abfolutely 
neceffary  to  the  health  and  fweetnefs  of  the  body, 
as  almoit  to  deferve  a  ulace  amon?  the  moral  virtues ; 
there  is  fcareely  a  religious  fyftem  into  which  frequent 
bathing  has  not  been  introduced,  as  a  ceremony 
without  which  the  gods  would  not  accept  the  prayers 
and  facriiices  of  men,  and  hence  both  fexes  are  more 
accuflomed  to  bathe  than  among  us,  who  by  religion 
are  not  enjoined  any  fuch  duty.  But  there  are  in 
the  Eaft  other  caufes,  which  perhaps  even  more 
forcibly  prompt  to  the  ufe  of  the  bath  than  religion 
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itfelf.  The  firft  is  inclination,  which  mufl:  operate 
in  the  ffrongefr.  manner  in  climates  fcorched  by  a 
vertical  fun  ;  to  give  us  Tome  idea  of  the  llrength  of 
this  inclination,  in  fuch  climates,  we  need  only 
reflect  on  what  we  fometimes  feel  in  the  fcorching 
fummer  months  on  entering  into  a  cool  made,  or 
viewing  a  pool  of  water  ;  the  fecond  is  the  love  of 
liberty,  every  bathing-place  fet  apart  for  the  ufe  of 
the  women  is  a  kind  of  public  rendezvous,  where 
the  fex  in  general  meet  to  talk  over  the  news,  the 
fcandal,  and  the  fafhions ;  it  is  a  facred  afylum,  where 
no  man  dare  enter,  and  where  women  are  confe- 
quently  free  from  the  tyranny  of  their  huibands  and 
guardians ;  and  beiides,  in  going  to  and  coming  from 
it,  they  fometimes  manage  fo  as  to  be  feen  by  their 
lovers,  or  make  an  affignation  with  their  gallants : 
on  all  thefe  accounts,  we  are  not  to  wonder  that 
bathing  is  fo  much  pra&ifed  in  the  Earl  ;  and  efpeci- 
allyby  the  fair  fex,  who  have  hardly  any  other  liberty 
than  that  which  they  enjoy  on  this  occaiion. 

We  have  already  mentioned  the  indecent  manner 
in  which  the  Romans  of  both  fexes  bathed  prorrrH- 
cuoufly  together  ;  the  Greeks  in  the  heroic  ages  did 
the  fame,  with  this  difference  only,  that  the  places 
they  ufed  were  not  fo  confined,  being  common  1/ 
fome  river,  or  the  fea  itfelf.  To  the  indelicacy  of 
thefe  two  nations,  fo  famous  in  hiilory,  wre  mall 
oppofe  the  practice  of  the  Turkifh  Ladies  at  Adri- 
anople,  as  related  by  lady  Mary  Wortley  Montague. 
c  I  went,  fays  me,  to  the  bagnio  about  ten  o'clock  ; 
e  it  was  already  full  of  women,  I  was  in  my  travel - 
'  ling  habit,  which  is  a  riding-drefs,  and  certainly 
c  appeared  very  extraordinary  to  them,  yet  there 
c  was  not  one  of  them  that  fhewed  the  leaft  furprifc 
c  or  impertinent  curiofity,  but  received  me  with  ail 
c  the  obliging  civility  pollible,     I  know  no  European 
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4  court  where  the  ladies  would  have  behaved  them- 
1  felves  in  fo  polite  a  manner  to  fuch  a  flranger :  I 
i  believe  there  were  two  hundred  women,  and  yet 

*  none  of  thofe  difdainful  fmiles  and  fatirical  whifpers 

*  that  never  fail  in  our  afTemblies,  when   any  body 

*  appears  that  is  not  dreffed  exactly  in  the  fafhion  ; 
c  they  repeated  over  and  over  to  me,  charming,  very 

*  charming ;    the   firfl   fophas    were    covered   with 

*  cufhions  and  rich  carpets,  on  which  fat  the  ladies, 
<  and  on  the  fecond  their  Haves,  behind  them,  but 

*  without  any  diftincYion  of  rank  by  their  drefs,  all 
c  being  in  the  ftate  of  nature ;  that  is,  in  plain 
c  Englifh,  Mark  naked,  without  any  beauty  or  defect 
c  concealed ;  yet  there  was  not  the  leaf!  wanton 
e  fmile  or  immodefi  geflure  among  them.  They 
c  walked  and  moved  with  the  fame  majeftic  grace 
c  which  Milton  defcribes  our  general  mother  with; 
6  there  were  many  among  them  as  exactly  propor- 

*  tioned  as  ever  any  goddefs  was  drawn  by  the  pen- 
c  cil  of  a  Guido  or  a  Titian—- and  moil  of  their  ikins 
6  fhiningly  white,  only  adorned  by  their  beautiful 
c  hair  divided  into  many  treffes,  hanging  on  their 
c  fhoulders,  braided,  eiiher  with  pearl  or  ribbon, 
c  perfectly  reprefenting  the  figures  of  the  graces. 

i  I  was  here  convinced  of  the  truth  of  a  reflection 
c  I  have  often  made,  that  if  it  were  the  fafhion  to  go 

*  naked  the  face  would  be  hardly  obferved.     I  per- 

*  ceived  that  the  ladies  of  the  mofl  delicate  ikins  and 

*  finefl  fhapes  had  the  greater!  fhare  of  my  admira- 
c  tion,  though  their  faces  were  fometimes  lefs  beau- 
c  tiful  than  thofe  of  their  companions;  to  tell  you 

*  the  truth,  I  had  wickednefs  enough  to  wifh  fecretly 
c  that  Mr.  Gervais  could  have  been  there  invilible; 
'  I  fancy  it  would  have  much  improved  his  art,  to  fee 

*  fo  many  fine  women  naked,  in  different  poftures, 

*  fome  in  converfation,  fome  working,  others  drink- 
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c  ing  coffee  or  fherbet ;  and  many,  negligently  lying 
c  on  their  cuihions,  while  their  ilaves  (generally 
c  pretty  girls  of  feventeen  or  eighteen)    were  em- 

*  ployed  in  braiding  their  hair  in  feveral  pretty 
c  fancies. — They  generally  take  this  diverfion  once 

*  a  week,  and  flay  there  at  lead  four  or  five  hours 

*  without  getting  cold,  by  immediate  coming  out  of 
i  the  hot  bath  into  the  cool  room. — I  was  charmed 

*  with  their  civility  and  beauty,  and  ihould  have 
c  been  very  glad  to  pafs  more  time  with  them,  but 
c  was  in  halle  to  fee  the  ruins  of  Juitinian's  church, 
4  which  did  not  afford  me  fo  agreeable  a  profpecl  as 
4  I  had  left,  being  little  more  than  a  heap  of 
'  {tones/ 

As  we  have  hitherto  met  with  but  little  diverfity 
in  the  employments  of  women,  as  their  amufements 
have  not  been  numerous  in  the  countries  we.  have 
furveyed,  we  now  proceed  to  take  a  view  of  Europe; 
Where,  though  we  may  not  perhaps  be  able  to  find 
the  fcene  of  female  employments  enlarged  according 
to  our  wifhes,  we  fhall  at  leaft  find  a  long  and  ample 
lift  of  female  diverfions  and  amufements. — If  by 
employment  we  underftand  being  occupied  in  fuch 
things  as  are  ufeful  to  fociety,  in  tnat  cafe  women 
of  rank  and  quality,  in  moil  of  the  polite  countries 
of  Europe,  may  be  (truck  entirely  out,  as  having 
no  employment  at  all ;  and  mould  we  even  admit 
works  of  fancy  and  tafte  into  our  lilt  of  ufeful 
employments,  fuch  is  the  love  of  diiTipation,  that 
even  few  of  thefe  are  at  prelent  executed  by  ladles  of 
faihion.  Defending  from  the  moft  elevated  ranks 
of  female  life,  to  thofe  placed  in  a  middle  ftation, 
who  neither  have  reafon  to  be  uplifted  with  the 
pride  of  wealth,  made  giddy  with  the  glare  of  pre- 
ferment, nor  depreifed  by  the  pinching  hand  of 
poverty;  fuch  we  fhould  naturally  expect  to  find 
employed  fo  as  to  be  ufeful  to  themfelves  and  to 
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their  families;  fuch  we  could  heartily  wiih  the  kfi- 
partiality  of  hiilorians  would  allow  us  to  paint  thern, 
But  even  in  this  moil  eligible  of  all  human  conditions3 
where  their  time  is  not  devoured  by  the  giddy  vortex 
of  pomp  and  ceremony,  where  it  is  not  wrefled  from 
them  by  the  labours  neceffary  to  procure  daily 
bread ;  to  what  is  it  dedicated  ?  feldom  !  we  art- 
afraid,  to  ufcfui  purpoies;  but,  rather  to  copying 
the  examples  of  the  fuperior  ranks,  and  to  gadding 
abroad  after  every  fafhionable  folly  and  amufement : 
nor  in  faying  this  have  we  acted  the  part  of  de- 
claimers;  the  portrait  we  have  drawn  is  only  too 
faithful  a  reprefentation  of  the  times,  and  naturally 
points  out  to  us  that  we  are  to  look  for  the  ufeful 
and  the  beneficial,  only  among  fuch  women  as  are 
obliged  to  gain  a  fubfiilence  for  themfelves,  and  per- 
haps for  their  children,  by  their  own  induftry.  The 
whole  human .  race  is  perhaps  naturally  averfe  to 
labour.  From  this  general  view  of  women,  it  would 
feem  that  they  are  particularly  fo,  efpecially  in 
Europe,  where  the  fcftnefs  of  their  frame,  of  their 
education,  and  the  common  indulgence  they  meet 
with  from  our  fex,  teach  them  to  look  up  to  us  as  to 
beings  not  only  obliged  to  fupply  all  their  wants,  but 
even  to  minifter  to  all  their  pleafures,  feldom  con- 
lidering  how  far  fuch  a  miniftration  is  agreeable  to 
our  inclination ;  and  even  fometimes  infilling  on  run- 
ning the  giddy  round  of  amufement,  when  confcious 
that  it  is  out  of  our  power  to  fupply  the  means  of  its 
ufelefs  extravagance.  But  this  is  not  all;  in  many 
companies,  efpecially  of  the  politer  fort  of  women, 
we  have  heard  the  inconfiderate  affembly,  as  with 
one  voice,  exclaim  againft  the  marriages  of  fuch  as 
were  poor,  why,  fay  they,  mould  fuch  people 
marry  ?  they  can  only  fill  the  country  with  beggars! 
never  recollecting,  that  if  fuch  only  were  to  marry, 
:  as  could  afford  to  bring  up  their  children  in  idlenefs, 
thev  themfelves  would  want  fervants  to  do  for  them 
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thofe  offices  they  think  fo  much  beneath  their  dig- 
nity, and  that  the  flrength  of  a  hive  does  not  connTt 
in  the  drones  that  devour,  but  in  the  bees  that  col- 
lect the  honey. 

But  to  return  to  our  ladies  of  rank  and  famion, 
there  are  (till  to  be  found  among  them  feveral,  who 
bedow  no  inconfiderable  (hare  of  time  and  attention 
on  the  concerns  of  their  families,  as  alfo  upon  the 
cultivation  of  fome  of  the  fine  arts,  as  mufic  paint- 
ing, drawing,  &c.  To  run  through  the  long  and  va- 
ried lift  of  occupations,  in  which  women  of  the  mid- 
dling  and  lower  conditions  of  life  employ  themfelves 
for  pleafure,  or  for  profit,  would  be  tedious  to  our 
female  readers,  who  know  them  much  better  than 
we  do  ;  we  fliall  therefore  only  obferve  in  general, 
that  in  all  the  polite  countries  of  Europe,  the  proper 
office  of  women  of  middling  fortune  is  the  care, 
iiifpection,  and  management  of  every  thing  belong- 
ing to  the  family,  while  that  of  the  men  is  to  pro* 
vide  by  their  labour  and  induftry  what  the  women 
are  to  manage  with  care  and  frugality.  When  we 
defcend  to  the  lower  and  more  ufeful  claffes  of  wo- 
men, who  not  having  been  cad  into  the  lap  of  for- 
tune, are  obliged  to  work  that  they  may  live  ;  we 
find  their  employments  various  and  extenfive :  moft 
ol  the  manufactures  of  Europe,  which  do  not  depend 
fo  much  upon  flrength  as  upon  delicacy,  are  in  a 
great  meafure,  carried  on  by  women,  and  many  of 
thofe  which  are  even  of  a  rougher  kind,  receive  a 
iafl  poiifh  from  their  fofter  touch.  It  is  to  their 
patient  induftry  and  duflile  hands,  that  we  owe  our 
fined  linens,  cambrics,  and  lawns :  it  is  to  them  alfo 
that  we  are  indebted  for  a  great  part  of  our  gold 
and  filver  laces,  our  embroideries,  and  a  variety  of 
other  works  of  tade  and  elegance,  too  tedious  to 
mention.  Another  part  of  them,  whofe  lot  is  cad 
in  a  different,  though  not  lefs.  ufeful  manner,  employ 


ioo  THE  HISTORY 

thenifelves  in  affifting  the  hufbandman  in  a  variety 
of  the  lefs  laborious  branches  of  agriculture  ;  and, 
not  a  few  there  are,  who  even  toil  in  reaping  and 
gathering  in  the  harveft :  but  what  we  ought  to 
value  above  every  thing,  is  that  cleannefs,  which 
by  their  means  we  enjoy  in  our  houfes  and  cloaths ; 
benefits  which  we  could  hardly,  or  at  leafl  auk- 
wardly,  procure  for  ourfelves. 

It  may  perhaps  be  thought  flrange,  that  in  defcri- 
bing  the  various  employments  of  women,  we  have 
not  hitherto  mentioned  that  which  of  all  others  is 
their  moft  natural  and  common  office,  the  nurfing 
and  bringing  up  of  children  ;  a  fubjecl:  which  we 
have  referved  entirely  for  this  place,  that  we  might 
not  be  under  the  neceflity  of  fo  frequent  a  repetition, 
as  we  iliould  have  been  otherwife  led  to  by  its  occur- 
ring in  every  period,  and  in  every  country  we  have 
had  occafion  to  mention. 

The  moil  tender  care  and  anxious  folicitude  for 
their  infant  offspring  is  an  innate  idea  throughout  the 
wide  extent  of  animal  nature,  much  more  ftrongly 
imprinted  on  the  minds  of  females  than  of  males :  a 
wife  inflitution  of  Providence,  for  which  various 
xeafons  will  eaiily  occur  to  the  intelligent  reader, 
and  which  we  need  not  therefore  take  the  trouble 
of  pointing  out. 

A  little  attention  to  the  nature  and  ceconomy 
of  the  brute  animals  will  convince  us,  that  the  care 
of  their  young  is  an  innate  principle,  and  not  the 
effect  of  reafoning  ;  but  we  mall  be  flili  more  con- 
vinced of  this,  if  we  attentively  confider  the  females 
of  the  human  genus,  in  favage  and  in  civil  life  ;  a 
consideration  that  will  uniformly  point  out  to  us, 
that  this  innate  care  and  anxious  folicitude  dinuadu 
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gradually,  in  proportion  as  women  advance  more 
toward  that  perfection,  or  rather  imperfection  of 
politenefs,  to  which  feveral  nations  have  now  arifen  ; 
where  folly,  and  fafliion,  and  the  love  of  pleafure, 
have  fo  much  engroffed  their  affection,  as  in  mod 
cafes  greatly  to  weaken,  and  in  fome  totally  to 
obliterate,  a  paifion  hardly  lefs  natural  than  that  of 
felf-prefervation. 

That  women  were,  as  well  as  other  animals, 
intended  by  nature  to  nurie  and  bring  up  their  own 
children,  is  a  truth  which  we  prefume  nobody  will 
deny  ;  hence  rigid  philofophers,  in  dogmatizing  on 
this  fubject,  have  as  ufual  {hewn  their  cynical 
morofenefs,  by  branding  fuch  of  the  fex  as  did 
otherwife,  with  every  indignant  epithet ;  never 
confidering  that  ill-humour,  particularly  when  exer-. 
ted  againft  a  woman,  feldom  ferves  to  reclaim  ;  nor 
that  nature  in  many  cafes  feems  to  have  left  fome- 
thing  in  fuch  a  fituation  that  art  might  have  room  to 
improve  it ;  nor  that  they  themfelves,  while  they 
are  railing  from  their  ftudies  at  the  women  for 
deviating  from  nature,  are  at  the  fame  time  deviating 
moll  widely  from  her  in  almoft  every  action  of  their 
lives.  But  let  us  confider  the  matter  a  little  more 
attentively,  and  we  mall  find  that  nature  gave  to 
horfes  tails  :  convenience  directs  us  to  cut  them  :  {he 
gave  to  men  hair  and  beards,  but  we  reckon  it  no 
crime  to  crop  the  one  and  {have  the  other  :  me  gave 
to  women  breads,  and  furniflied  them  with  milk, 
the  natural  food  of  infants ;  but  that  they  mould  be 
thereby  conftantly  obliged  to  nurfe  them,  would  be 
almoft  as  whimfical  as  that  we  fhould  be  obliged  to 
let  our  hair  and  beards  remain  in  a  ftate  of  nature  ; 
efpecially  as  it  now  appears,  by  many  repeated  trials, 
that  children  can  in  fome  cafes  be  brought  up  better 
by  the  milk  of  another  woman  than  by  that  of  the 
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mother,  and  that  they  frequently  do  exceedingly 
well  without  any  milk  at  all :  every  thing  elfe,  there- 
fore, being  equal,  we  are  of  opinion  that  there  is 
no  fuch  preference  due  to  the  milk  of  the  mother, 
as  phyficians  and  philosophers  would  willingly  make 
us  believe  ;  nor  can  thev  from  experience,  the 
only  fure  guide  in  fuch  enquiries,  deduce  any  fuch 
inference ;  all  young  animals,  we  imagine,  may 
naturally  thrive  bell  upon  the  milk  of  animals  of  the 
fame  fpecies,  but  to  carry  this  idea  to  individuals, 
is  giving  a  limited  and  narrow  view  of  the  operations 
of  nature,  and  we  might  almoft  with  an  equal  degree 
of  credibility  fuppofe,  that  a  young  plant  could  no 
where  grow  fo  well  as  in  the  fame  hot-bed  which 
nourimed  its  parent,  as  that  a  child  could  not  thrive 
as  well  by  the  milk  of  any  healthful  woman,  as  by 
that  of  its  mother. 

To  fuppofe,  therefore,  that  a  child  does  not 
equally  thrive  by  good  milk  from  any  other  perfon, 
is  eftabliming  a  fpecific  quality  in  the  milk  of  every 
mother,  adapted  to  the  conftitution  of  her  own  child 
only  ;  and  putting  the  important  bufmefs  of  rearing 
children  on  fuch  a  footing,  that  when  the  mother 
chances  to  die,  the  poor  infant  muft  either  expire 
foon  after,  or,  at  bed,  live  a  feeble  monument  of 
improper  nourifhment ;  and  fo  perpetually  point  out 
a  blunder  in  the  conftitution  of  nature.  Nor  do 
the  young  of  the  human  fpecies  only,  thrive  equally 
on  the  milk  of  the  fpecies ;  it  is  the  fame  with  the 
young  of  all  other  animals ;  at  leail  of  the  domeftic 
animals  with  which  we  are  acquainted.  The  calf 
and  the  lamb  do  juit  as  well  when  they  fuck  another 
cow  or  ewe,  as  when  they  fuck  the  dam  which 
brought  them  forth  ;  provided  the  animals  be  health- 
ful,  and  the  quantity  of  milk  fulEcient  to  maintain 
the  young  ones  committed  to  their  care ;  nay,  we 
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have  never,  in  fome  of  the  bell  breeding  counties 
in  England,  been  able  to  obferve  any  difference,  if 
they  had  plenty  of  milk,  whether  they  received  it 
by  lucking  or  lapping. 

From  thefe  obfervations  it  appears,  .that  what  has 
hitherto  been  alleged  of  the  mother's  milk  being  the 
only  proper  nourishment  for  her  own  child,  has  only 
been  the  virion  of  theory,  and  not  the  rehilt  of 
experience.  We  would  not,  however,  on  that 
account,  endeavour  to  dhTuade  women  from  this 
moft  pleafant  tafk  of  nurfing ;  we  perfuade  ourfelves, 
that  it  is  in  mod  cafes  their  duty;  and  if  their  minds 
are  not  corrupted  by  purfuits  lefs  natural,  we  flatter 
ourfelves,  that,  in  all  cafes,  they  will  find  it  their 
grcatefl  pleafure;  efpecially  when  they  confider, 
that  by  fo  doing  they  have  the  dear  pledges  of  their 
connubial  love  conftantly  under  their  own  care  and 
direction ;  whereby  they  are  fafe  from  the  feverity , 
careleiTnefs,  and  inattention  of  the  female  mercenary, 
who  is  but  feldom  one  of  the  bed  of  her  fex;  fuch 
being,  with  difficulty,  prevailed  upon  to  quit  the 
care  of  their  own  infants,  for  the  fake  of  money, 
uiilefs  urged  to  it  by  lawlefs  neceffity. 

There  are  a  variety  of  other  arguments,  which 
offer  themfeives  in  favour  of  this  practice;  but  as 
they  have  been  fo  frequently  muftered,  by  almoir. 
every  author  who  has  wrote  on  nurfing,  we  ihall  not 
now  intrude  them  on  our  fair  readers:  we  cannot, 
however,  quit  the  fubject,  without  making  one  ob- 
fervation,  which  we  do  not  recollect  to  have  met 
with.  In  every  place,  where  the  practice  of  giving 
out  children  to  nurfe  is  common,  the  ftate  is  thereby 
a  conliderable  lofer;  becaufe  it  is  the  idle  and 
wealthy  only  who  can  afford  to  give  them  out,  and 
the   poor   only  who  are    obliged  to  take  them  in ; 
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whence  it  evidently  follows,  that  the  number  of  the 
children  of  the  rich  is  increafed,  and  of  the  poor 
decreafed ;  for  a  woman  who  fends  her  child  to 
nurfe  as  foon  as  it  is  born,  has,  or  may  have,  a 
child  every  year  ;  whereas  fhe,  who,  after  having 
fuckled  her  own  child,  is  obliged  to  take  in  another, 
cannot  again  bring  forth  a  child  in  lefs  than  twenty- 
feven  months,  or  perhaps  three  years.  But  a  flate  is 
not  fo  much  enriched  by  the  children  of  wealthy  and 
independent  parents,  as  by  thofe  of  the  poor  ;  as 
the  number  required  to  govern  and  direct  are  few, 
in  proportion  to  thofe  who  are  governed  and  direct- 
ed. May  not  this  be  one  of  the  caufes,  why  Great 
Britain  fends  abroad  fo  many  poor  young  gentle- 
men, refolutely  determined  to  be  rich  ?  May  it  not 
alfo  be  one  of  the  caufes,  why,  at  home,  fhe  is 
fometimes  at  a  lofs  for  labourers,  and  often  for  able- 
bodied  men  to  man  her  fleets  and  recruit  her  armies  ? 
May  it  not,  in  time,  produce  fuch  an  increafe  of 
children  to  the  rich,  and  fo  much  decreafe  the  poor, 
that  we  may  become  like  the  Spaniards  ?  almofl  all 
gentlemen;  too  proud  to  work,  and  too  poor  to  be 
idle. 

Were  we  to  judge  whether  every  woman  mould 
nurfe  her  own  children,  from  the  practice  of  the 
females  of  other  animals,  we  mould  certainly  find 
it  to  be  a  duty  from  which  fhe  could  hardly  find  any 
excufe  to  exempt  herfelf ;  as  almofl  the  whole  of  the 
birds  and  the  beafls  perform  this  talk  to  their  own 
young*.  Were  we  to  judge  of  it  from  the  hiflory 
of  man,  we  mould  find,  that  in  almofl  all  nations  it 

*  The  Oitrich  and  the  Cuckow  do  not  hatch  their  eggs,  nor 
take  care  of  their  young.  The  Oflrich  lays  her  eggs  in  the  fand, 
and  they  are  hatched  by  the  fun.  The  Cuckow  lays  them  in  the 
neit  of  another  bird,  who,  miftakiog  them  for  her  own,  hatches 
them,  and  rears  the  young. 
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has  been  the  common  practice;  though  to  that  prac- 
tice, like  ail  other  general  rules,  there  have  been 
many  exceptions.  We  have  reafon  to  believe,  that 
the  wives  and  concubines  of  the  patriarchs  conftantly 
mckled  their  own  children;  the  fame  cuiiom  ob- 
tained among  the  Egyptians,  the  Canaanites,  the 
Scythians,  the  Medes  and  Perlians :  and  it  invariably 
takes  place  at  this  day  in  every  nation,  where  cul- 
ture has  not  degenerated  into  vice,  and  where  the 
voice  cf  nature  is  ftronger  than  that  of  pleafure. 

What  at  firft  gave  rife  to  the  cuftorn  of  one 
woman  fuckling  the  child  of  another,  mud:  have 
been  the  death  or  ficknefs  of  the  mother :  indolence 
taking  the  hint  from  this,  and  wilftRgf  to  be  excufed 
from  the  toil  of  tending  and  fuckling,  devolved  the 
important  offices  on  Haves,  and  on  mercenaries. 
When,  or  where,  this  became  at  firft  the  practice, 
hiftory  has  not  informed  us;  we  find  it,  however, 
to  have  been  pretty  general  during  many  of  the 
moil  fiouriihing  ages  of  the  Grecian  {fates;  afeioft 
every  nation,  and  often  every  province,  is  peculiarly 
remarkable  for  fome  produce  of  its  foil,  or  qualifi- 
cation of  its  inhabitants ;  the  Spartan  matrons  had 
acquired  the  glory  of  being  famous  for  mining; 
they  laid  aflde  the  ufe  of  fwaddling-bands ;  a  cuiiom 
which  had  prevailed  from  the  remoteft  antiquity; 
they  ufed  children  to  eat  every  fort  of  food;  taught 
them  not  to  be  afraid  when  alone,  or  vi  the 
dark;  and  to  relinquiih  thole  peevifn  and  fretful 
humours,  which  often  render  them  fo  troublefome 
and  difagreeable :  on  thefe  accounts,  Spartan  nur- 
fes  were  eagerly  fought  after,  and  hired  by  fuch  as 
could  afford  them,  into  all  the  other  dates  of  Greece: 
feveral  of  the  moll  eminent  warriors  and  ftatefmeti 
gloried  in  having  been  nurfed  by  the  matrons  oi 
•Sparta.     It   was    n^t,  however,  a  general    cuitcm 
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for  the  Grecian  women  to  give  their  children  ouf  to 
nurfe  ;  their  poets,  as  well  as  thole  of  the  Romans, 
frequently  introduce  their  ladies  of  the  firfl  quality 
fuckling,  and  taking  care  of  their  children  ;  but  as 
the  Romans  imitated  ihe  Greeks  in  almofl  all  their 
manners  and  cuftoms,  as  they  became  more  alive  to 
the  feelings  of  luxury,  and  lefs  to  thofe  of  nature, 
they  copied  them  alfo,  in  giving  their  infants  to  be 
fuckled  and  taken  care  of  by  flaves  and  hired  nurfes, 
while  they  themfelves  rioted  in  all  the  pomp  and 
extravagance  of  the  richefl  and  moil  extravagant  city 
in  the  world. 

When  the  frozen  regions  of  the  North  poured 
out  fwarms  of  barbarians  into  the  Roman  empire, 
they  overturned  not  only  the  whole  fyuxm  of  Roman 
government,  but  alio  that  of  luxury  and  of  plea- 
fure ;  thefe  being  diffipated,  nature  refumed  her 
empire,  and  mitigated  the  women  again  to  apply 
themfelves  to  the  talk  of  fuckling  and  rearing  their 
own  children.  Several  centuries  elapfed  amid  the 
depopulations  of  war,  and  marked  by  ferocity  of 
manners ;  when  thefe  gave  place  to  the  arts  of  peace 
and  cultivation,  luxury,  and  the  love  of  pleafure, 
began  to  creep  in,  and  women  refumed  the  practice 
of  putting  their  children  to  nurfe,  that  they  might 
have  more  time  to  beftow  upon  pleafure  and  amufe- 
merit.  The  French  and  Italians,  who  have  always 
taken  the  lead  in  fafhion,  fet  the  foil  example  ;  they 
were  foon  followed  by  Britain,  and  the  other  neigh- 
bouring nations,  with  luch  exactnefs,  that  at  prefent, 
there  is  fcarcely  to  be  found  in  Europe  a  woman  of 
family  and  fafhion  who  will  take  the  trouble  of 
nurfing  her  own  child  ;  but  happy  were  it,  if  the 
contagion  ended  among  thefe,  and  did  not  fpread 
itfelf  to  the  middling  ranks  of  life ;  who,  fond  of 

itating  their  fuperiors,  relinquiih  like  wife  the  talk 
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of  Hurling,  on  various  pretentions,  that,  like  thefe 
fuperiors,  they  may  dedicate  themfelves  more  freely 
to  the  rage  of  pleafure. 

Such  are  the  prefent  employments  of  our  women  ; 
but  employment  is  not  the  mode  of  the  times.  In  all 
the  polite  countries  of  Europe,  thofe  of  rank  and 
fafhion,  as  well  as  thofe  in  decent  circumflances, 
having  an  extraordinary  portion  of  time  upon  their 
hands,  with  an  almofl  irrefiftible  inclination  to  plea- 
fure in  whatever  form  it  offers  itfelf,  are  more  often 
to  be  met  with  at  the  flirine  of  amufement  than  of 
induflry  :  and  hence  it  has  been  commonly  obferved, 
that  wherever  there  is  a  mow,  an  entertainment,  or 
a  crowd,  the  women  are  more  numerous  than  the 
men :  but  theatrical  entertainments  of  all  kinds ; 
balls,  afiemblies,  operas,  ridottos,  and  particularly 
reviews,  feem  to  be  the  fcenes  of  their  peculiar  de- 
light ;  becaufe,  perhaps,  at  thefe,  they  can  not  only 
indulge  their  natural  propenilty  for  (how  and  orien- 
tation, but  find  them  alio  convenient  places  for 
love,  or  for  intrigue.  Riding,  walking,  failings 
and,  in  fome  countries  of  Europe,  even  fkaiiing, 
and  being;  drawn  on  the  ice  in  {ledges,  are  female 
amnfements.  Befides  thefe,  and  many  others  too 
tedious  to  mention,  the  women  of  faihion,  in  mod 
parts  of  Europe,  fpend  a  great  part  of  their  time  in 
receiving  and  returning  vilits  ;  and,  in  fome  of  the 
politer  nations,  modern  vifiting  is  not  fpending  a 
focial  hour  together  ;  it  confrits  only  in  her  ladyfhip 
ordering  her  coachman  to  drive  to  the  doors  of  fo 
many  of  her  acquaintances,  and  her  footman,  at  each 
of  them,  to  give  in  a  card  with  her  name,  while  the 
lady  of  the  houfe,  though  in  the  polite  phrafe,  not 
at  home,  is  looking  through  the  window  all  the 
time  to  fee  what  partes ;  and,  in  fome  conveni 
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time  after,  returns  the  vifit,  and  is  fure  to  be  re- 
ceived in  the  fame  manner. 

Shopping,  as  it  is  called,  is  another  fafhionable 
female  amufement,  in  order  to  which,  two,  three, 
or  fometimes  more  ladies,  accompanied  by  their 
gallants,  fet  out  to  make  a  tour  through  the  moft 
fafhionable  mops,  and  to  look  at  all  the  moft  fafhion- 
able  goods,  without  any  intention  of  laying  out  one 
fmgle  fixpence.  After  a  whore  forenoon  fpent  in 
plaguing  mercers  and  milliners,  they  return  home, 
either  thoughtlefs  of  their  folly,  or  which,  perhaps, 
is  worfe,  exulting  at  the  thoughts  of  the  trouble 
and  difturbance  they  have  given. 

But  of  all  the  happy  inventions  difcovered  by 
modern  ingenuity  for  the  killing  of  time,  card-play- 
ing is  juftly  entitled  to  the  pre-eminence.  With 
an  immoderate  itch  for  this  amufement,  which  we 
are  at  a  lofs  whether  to  reckon  public  or  private, 
both  fexes,  and  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  people  are 
deeply  infected ;  particularly  indolent  clergy,  and 
women,  who,  having  little  to  do,  dedicate  them- 
felves  fo  aftiduoufly  to  play,  that  the  habit  is  in  many 
become  fo  ftrong,  as  to  be  foolifhly  reckoned  even 
neceffary  to  their  exiftence.  To  cards,  when  made 
life  of  only  to  unbend  the  mind  fatigued  with  ftudy, 
or  to  pafs  away  an  idle  hour,  we  have  no  objection, 
nor  do  we  flatter  ourfelves,  that  any  thing  we  can 
fay  on  the  fubjeft  will,  in  the  leaft,  influence  the 
conduct  of  fuch  as  are  habituated  to  them.  We 
would  only,  therefore,  as  we  pafs  along,  recommend 
to  the  minifters  of  religion,  to  fet  a  watch  over  their 
tongues,  while  playing  with  bad  fuccefs,  left  ar. 
unguarded  oath,  or  a  few  filly  exclamations  at  a 
card-table,  ftiould  do  more  hurt  to  religion,  and  to 
their  facred  character,  than  they  are  aware  of.    To 
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the  fair,  to  the  lovely  virgins  of  this  favourite 
ifland,  when  thus  engaged,  we  would  recommend 
the  ftri&eft  care  of  their  temper,  left  fomething 
mould  efcape  from  their  lips,  that  may  belie  the  foft, 
the  bewitching  appearance,  with  which  nature  has 
painted  their  exterior  forms. 

To  the  female  diverfions  and  amufements  now 
mentioned,  we  might  add  many  more ;  but  as  a 
bare  recital  of  names,  makes  a  dry  and  unentertain- 
ing  page,  and  as  a  defcription  of  each  would  be 
tedious  and  iniipid,  we  mail  only  obferve,  in  general, 
that  fuch  is  human,  and  particularly  female  nature, 
when  tutored  by  European  art,  that  it  conftantly 
(hews  a  greater  proclivity  to  the  gay  and  the  amulive, 
than  to  the  fober  and  ufeful  fcenes  of  life  ;  and 
loves  better  to  fport  away  time  amid  the  flowers  that 
flrow  the  path  of  pleafure,  than  to  be  entangled 
-among  the  briars  and  thorns  which  perplex  the  path 
of  care.  But  notwithftanding  this,  we  mull  do  jus- 
tice to  the  fex,  in  aiTerting,  that  as  their  attachments 
are  always  itronger  than  thofe  of  the  men,  fuch  of 
them  as  attach  themfelves  to  ceconomy  and  induftry, 
purfue  their  plan  with  a  Heady  and  inflexible  con- 
flancy,  which  male  nature  perhaps  is  incapable  of 
arriving  at ;  and  are  neither  to  be  tempted  to  deviate 
from  it  by  the  hope  of  pleafure,  nor  by  the  fear  of 
danger  and  of  pain. 
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CHAPTER    V. 

Of  the  Treatment  and  Condition  of  Women,  and  the 
various  Advantages  and  Difadvantages  of  their 
Sex,  in  favage  and  civil  Life. 

r  u  n 

JL  HERE  is  in  the  fate  of  women  fome- 
ihing  exceedingly  lingular ;  they  have  at  all  periods, 
and  almoft  in  all  countries,  been,  by  our  fex,  con- 
ftantly  oppreffed  and  adored.  And  what  renders 
their  cafe  ftill  more  extraordinary,  is,  that  we  have 
not  oppreifed,  becaufe  we  hated,  but  becaufe  we 
loved  them.  We  have  not  in  Afia  and  Africa  con- 
lined  them,  becaufe,  like  the  lion,  and  the  tyger, 
we  were  afraid  of  their  depredations ;  but  becaufe 
we  were  unwilling  that  any  body  mould  mare  with 
us  the  pleafure  and  enjoyment  of  their  company.  We 
have  not  in  Europe  affumed  almofl  the  fole  manage- 
ment of  aftairs,  becaufe  we  were  afraid  that  they 
would  manage  them  to  our  prejudice,  but  only  to 
fave  them  the  trouble  of  thought  and  of  labour,  and 
to  enable  them  to  live  in  eafe  and  elegance. 

Sud:,  however,  is  not  the  condition  of  women  in 
thofe  ftates  approaching  the  neareft  to  favage  barba- 
rity ;  there  they  have  not  attained  confequence 
enough  even  to  merit  confinement ;  and  far  lefs,  to 
merit  that  exemption  from  khour  and  perpetual 
guardianmip,  by  which,  in  Europe,  they  are  com- 
plimented and  chained.  As  ftrength  and  courage 
are  in  favage  life  the  only  means  of  attaining  to 
power  and  diflinclion,  fo  weaknefs  and  timidity  are 
the  certain  paths  to  flavery  and  oppreffion  :  on  this 
account,  we  fliall  almoft  conftantly  find  women 
among  favages  condemned  to  every  fpecies  of  fervile. 
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or  rather,  of  flavifli  drudgery  ;  and  (hall  as  con- 
ftantly  find  them  emerging  from  this  flats,  in  the 
fame  proportion  as  we  find  the  men  emerging  from 
ignorance  and  brutality,  and  approaching  to  know- 
ledge and  refinement ;  the  rank,  therefore,  and 
condition,  in  which  we  find  women  in  any  country, 
mark  out  to  us  with  great  precifion,  the  exact  point 
in  the  fcale  of  civil  fociety,  to  which  the  people  of 
fuch  country  have  arrived ;  and  were  their  hiflory 
entirely  filent  on  every  other  fubject,  and  only  men- 
tioned the  manner  in  which  they  treated  their 
women,  we  fhould,  from  thence,  be  enabled  to  form 
a  tolerable  judgment  of  the  barbarity,  or  culture 
of  their  manners. 

There  is  hardly  any  thing  more  natural  to  the 
rude  and  uncultivated  mind,  than  to  confider  ftrength 
as  giving  unlimited  right  to  whatever  it  can  con- 
quer ;  it  is  one  of  the  firff  ideas  which  is  derived 
from  attention  to  the  whole  of  the  brute  animals  ; 
every  one  of  which  conftantly  appropriates  to  ttfelf, 
any  thing  it  can  take  from  a  weaker  being  of  the 
fame,  or  any  other  fpecies.  Whether  the  human 
mind  has  in  its  rude  and  barbarous  Itate  the  fame 
innate  idea  of  right,  or  whether  it  has  borrowed 
that  idea  from  the  other  animals,  is  uncertain  ;  but  it 
appears  from  hiftory,  that  every  favage  people  either 
have  it  from  nature  or  from  imitation  \  and  thence 
undoubtedly  arofe  at  firft  the  barbarous  cuftom  of 
enilaving  and  treating  with  the  utmofl  feverity  that 
fex  which  nature  had  formed,  not  to  force,  but  to 
charm  us  into  a  proper  behaviour  towards  them : 
but  though  among  people  of  favage  and  uncultivated 
manners,  this  natural  weaknefs  of  the  fex,  has  fub- 
jected  them  to  almofl  every  fpecies  of  indignity  and 
ill  ufage ;  among  the  civil  and  polite,  it  has  had  a 
very  different  effect :  thefe,  difdainbig  to  take  the 
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advantage  of  weaknefs,  and  rather  confidering  it  as 
intitled  to  their  protection  and  indulgence,  have, 
from  generofity  of  principle,  raifed  women  to  a  rank 
and  condition,  in  many  cafes  fuperior  even  to  that 
enjoyed  by  themielves ;  and  this  merely  in  condefcen- 
fion  to  their  weaknefs  :  but  as  we  mall  have  occafion 
afterwards  to  mention  the  caufes  of  the  ill  treatment 
of  the  fex,  we  lliall  at  prefent  proceed  to  take  a 
view  of  their  progrefs  from  flavery  to  freedom,  and 
to  mark  the  various  •  caufes  which  have  more  or  lefs 
accelerated  or  retarded  that  progrefs. 

This  enquiry  we  mail  begin  with  the  condition 
of  women  among  the  antient  patriarchs,  a  condition 
which  we  fhall  find  to  have  been  but  extremely 
indifferent.  When  Abraham  entertained  the  angels 
fent  to  denounce  the  deftru&ion  of  Sodom,  he 
appears  to  have  treated  his  wife  as  a  menial  fervant : 
c  Make  ready  quickly,5  faid  he  to  her,  c  three 
meafures  of  fine  meal,  knead  it,  and  make  cakes  on 
the  hearth.'  And  from  the  fequel  of  the  Hory  it  is 
plain,  that  fhe  was  not  admitted  to  partake  of  the 
entertainment  fhe  had  dreffed:  In  a?es  fo  remote  as 
thole  we  are  now  confidering,  the  imperfect  and 
mutilated  accounts  from  which  alone  we  can  draw 
any  information,  fometimes  relate  incidents  which 
have  fo  little  refemblance  to  the  manners  and  cuf- 
toms  of  our  times,  that  we  are  altogether  at  a  3ofs 
how  to  account  for  them.  Though  Sarah  officiated 
as  a  fervant  in  preparing  this  entertainment,  fhe  had 
at  the  fame  time  one,  or  rather,  perhaps,  feveral 
hand-maids  or  maid-fervants  under  her,  but  in  what 
they  were  employed,  or  how  they  ferved  their  mif- 
trefs,  we  can  only  conjecture. 

.    We  have  already  obferved,  that   amon^  nations 
but  little  cultivated,  power  is  conftantly  made  ufe  of 
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as  a  means  to  enilave;  and  from  this  principle  we 
muft  derive  the  ill-treatment  of  the  Ifraelitifh  women, 
and  the  abufe  of  their  C2.ptives.  In  the  whole  early 
hiftory  of  that  people,  there  is  hardly  one  inftance  of 
a  woman  having  been  treated  with  indulgence,  or 
of  a  captive  having  experienced  humanity. 

In  many  parts  of  the  Eaft,  water  is  only  to  be 
met  with  deep  in  the  earth,  and  the  drawing  of  it 
from  the  wells  confequently  fatiguing  and  laborious. 
Such,  however,  was  the  talk  of  the  daughters  of 
jethro  the  Midianite,  to  whom  fo  little  regard  was 
paid,  either  on  account  of  the  rank  of  their  father, 
as  high-pried  of  the  country,  or  on  account  of  their 
own  fex,  that  the  neighbouring  fhepherds.  not  only 
infulted  them,  but  forcibly  took  from  them  the 
water  they  had  drawn.  Such  was  the  talk  of 
Rebecca,  who  not  only  drew  water  for  Abraham's 
fervant,  but  for  his  camels  alfo;  while  the  fervant 
flood  an  idle  fpeclator  of  the  toil ;  and  what  makes 
his  behaviour  appear  the  more  extraordinary  is,  that 
his  circumflances  at  that  time  were  thofe,  in  which 
men  who  have  any  fenfibility  generally  exert  their 
utmoft  efforts  to  pleale  and  become  acceptable:  he 
was  on  an  embafty  to  court  the  damfel  for  Ifaac  his 
mailer's  fon.  When  he  had  concluded  his  bargain, 
and  was  carrying  her  home,  we  meet  with  another 
circumflance  which  flrongly  marks  the  inferiority  of 
women  in  the  times  we  are  now  confidering.  When 
flie  firft  approaxzhed  Ifaac,  who  had  walked  out  into 
the  fields  to  meet  them,  {lie  did  it  in  the  mod  fub- 
miffive  manner,  as  if  flie  had  been  approaching  a 
lord  and  mailer  rather  than  a  fond  and  paffionate 
lover;  from  which,  as  well  as  from  feveral  other 
parts  of  the  facred  hiftory,  it  would  feCm  that  wb- 
men,  inftead  of  endeavouring,  as  in  modern  times" 
to  perfuade.  the  world  that  they  confe-  an  immesfe 
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favour  on  a  lover  by  deigning  to  accept  of  hirn? 
made  no  difficulty  of  confeffing  that  the  obligation 
was  conferred  on  thcmfdves*.  When  Jacob  went 
to  viiit  his  uncle  Laban,  a  man  of  confiderable 
property,  lie  met  Rachel,  Laban's  daughter,  in  the 
fields,  attending  on  the  flocks  of  her  father  ;  and  in 
a  much  later  period,  Tamar,  one  of  the  daughters 
of  king  David,  was  fent  by  her  father  to  perform 
the  fervile  office  of  making  cakes  for  her  brother 
Amnon.  And  frill  later  than  this,  the  queen  of 
Jeroboam  king  of  Ifrael,  went  in  perfon,  perhaps 
on  foot  or  on  an  afs,  to  confult  an  old  prophet.  The 
fimplicity  of  the  times  in  which  thefe  things  hap- 
pened, take  off  a  great  deal  from  their  weight,  and 
make  them  prove  lefs  than  they  would  otherwife 
do  ;  but  in  ipite  of  that  fimplicity,  they  hall  make  it 
appear,  that  women  were  not  then  treated  even  with 
the  rudiments  of  that  delicacy  they  have  happily 
experienced  in  ages,  and  among  people  more  poliihed 
and  reined. 

But  mould  the  fimplicity  of  the  times  be  admitted 
as  a  full  excufe  for  what  we  have  now  mentioned, 
there  are  other  proofs  that  women  were  treated  in 
an  indignant  manner,  which  can  admit  of  no  fuch 
excufe,  as  they  appear  to  have  been  deliberation 
enforced  by  law.  Hufbands  had  a  difcretionary 
power  of  divorcing  their  wives,  without  afligning 
any  other  reafon  for  it  than  that  they  were  not  agree- 
able to  them:  and  as  if  fuch  a  power  over  the  bodies 
of  women  had  not  been  a  circumrfance  mfficiently 
humiliating  to  the  fex,  they  had  another  power  of 

*  This  was  the  cafe  with  Ruth,  who  had  laid  her  down  at 
the  feet  of  Boaz ;  and  being  afked  by  him  who  (lie  was,  anfvvered, 
"  I  am  Ruth  thine  handmaid  ;  fpread,  therefore,  thy  (kirt  over 
thine  handmaid,  for  thou  art  a  near  kinfman." 
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an  extraordinary  nature  over  their  minds  alio.  Huf- 
bands  and  fathers  were  authorifed  to  annul  and 
make  void  even  the  moil  Iblemn  vows  of  their  wives 
and  daughters,  provided  fuch  vows  were  not  made 
in  the  hearing  of  thefe  hufbands  and  fathers;  in 
which  cafe,  if  they  did  not  immediately  enter  their 
difTent,  they  were  confldered  as  parties  who  had 
approved  of  thefe  vows,  and  could  not  fet  them  aflde 
afterward.  Was  not  this  plainly  declaring  that  wo- 
men were  beings  of  a  nature  fo  inferior  as  not  to  be 
capable  of  entering  properly  into  any  folemn  or  reli- 
gious engagements  for  themfelves  ?  That  in  fome 
cafes  a  kind  of  public  contempt  was  thrown  on  the 
.fex,  feems  to  appear  from  the  law  concerning  child- 
bed purification,  by  which  it  was  enacted,  That  (lie 
who  had  brought  forth  a  female  child,  fliould  not 
be  accounted  clean  in  lets  than  fixty-fix  days; 
whereas  fhe  who  had  brought  forth  a  male  was  clean 
in  half  that  time.  As  no  natural  reafon  can  be 
affigned  for  fuch  a  law,  it  has  generally  been  thought 
expreffive  of  that  contempt  and  degradation  which, 
in  the  times  we  are  delineating,  was  thrown  on  the 
fex,  as  an  inferior  order  of  beings. 

To  the  proofs  we  have  already  brought  of  the 
deipicabie  condition  of  women  amoiF  the  nations  we 
have  mentioned,  we  may  add  the  univerfal  cuflom 
of  polygamy  and  concubinage,  both  of  them  impoii- 
tions,  contrary  to  the  inclination  of  the  fex,  and 
practices  which  wound  fo  deeply  the  delicacy  of  their 
feelings,  that  we  cannot  fuppofe  any  woman  volun- 
tarily to  agree  to  them,  even  where  they  are  fanc~H- 
fied  by  cuilom  and  by  law.  Wherever,  therefore, 
they  take  place,  we  may  afTure  ourfelves  that  women 
have  but  little  or  no  authority,  and  have  fcarcely 
arrived  at  any  confequence  in  fociety.  In  fuch  a 
condition  of  the  fex  we  do  not  expect  to  find  any  of 
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them  riling  into  great  efteem,  and  far  lefs  to  the 
fupreme  power  ;  circumftances  which,  however 
even  contrary  to  all  appearances,  we  fometimes  meet 
with,  A  wife  woman,  as  me  is  called  in  fcripture, 
faved  the  city  of  Abel,  by  prevailing  on  the  inhabit- 
ants to  cut  ofF  the  head  of  Sheba,  and  throw  it  over 
the  wall  to  Joab,  who  thereupon  retired  with  his 
army.  And  Deborah,  a  prophetefs,  had  been  raifed 
to  the  dignity  of  judging  Ifrael,  a  dignity  which  me 
maintained  for  feveral  years;  the  exaltation  of  thefe, 
and  of  others,  into  conditions  fo  different  from  the 
reft  of  their  fex,  is,  perhaps,  not  to  be  accounted 
for  upon  any  other  principle  than  the  power  of 
fuperftition,  which  readily  believed  that  every  glim- 
mering of  knowledge,  and  every  fuperior  attainment, 
were  infpirations  of  the  divinity;  and  taught  the 
people  that  to  the  direction  of  thofe,  whom  they 
fuppofed  thus  infpired,  they  mould  yield  themfelves 
up  to  be  governed  with  the  moil  implicit  confidence. 

From  the  ancient  people  of  Ifrael,  and  the  nations 
around  them,  where  women  were  treated  with  fo 
much,  indignity  and  contempt ;  let  us  turn  our  eyes 
towards  the  Egyptians  whom  we  mail  find,  on  the 
contrary,  uling  them  with  a  complaiiance  and 
humanity  which  would  have  done  honour  to  the 
mofl  enlightened  ages.  As  thefe  people  were  fitu- 
ated  in  the  midfl  of  nations,  who  in  this  parti- 
cular fliewed  them  fo  ill  an  example,  before  we 
proceed  to  the  facte,  let  us  enquire  into  the  caufes 
which  produced  them. 

"Wherever  the  human  race  live  folitary  and  uncon- 
ne&ed  with  each  other,  they  are  favage  and  barba- 
rous ;  wherever  they  alTociate  together,  that  affociation 
becomes  productive  of  fofter  manners,  and  a  more 
engaging  deportment.     While  people  in  the  neigh*; 
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bourhood  of  Egypt  were  allowed,  by  their  fituaticn, 
in  every  feafon,  to  roam  about  at  pleafure,  and  while 
their  woods  and  their  rivers  afforded  them  the  means 
of  conftantly  fubfifting  themfelves  by  hunting  and 
fifhing  ;  the  Egyptians,  from  the  nature  of  their 
country,  annually  overflowed  by  the  Nile,  had  no 
wild  beafh  to  hunt,  nor  could  then  procure  any  thing 
by  Miing  ;  on  thefe  accounts  they  were  under  a 
neceffity  of  applying  themfelves  to  agriculture,  a 
kind  of  life  which  naturally  brings  mankind  together 
for  mutual  convenience  and  affrftance  ;  but,  befides, 
they  were  every  year,  during  the  inundation  of  the 
river,  obliged  to  affemble  themfelves  together,  and 
take  fhelter  either  on  the  rifmg  grounds,  or  in  the 
houfes  which  were  raifed  upon  piles  above  the  reach 
of  the  waters ;  here  the  men  and  the  women  being 
conftantly  in  the  company  of  each  other,  and  almoft 
every  employment  totally  fufpended,  a  thcufand 
inducements,  not  to  be  found  in  a  folitary  itate, 
would  naturally  prompt  them  to  render  themfelves 
agreeable  to  each  other,  and  hence  their  manners 
would  begin  more  early  to  affume  a  fcfter  poiifh, 
and  more  elegant  refinement,  than  thofe  of  the  other 
nations  who  iurrounded  them. 

From  this  early  fociety,  where  the  men  firft  became 
acquainted  with  the  intrinfic  merit  of  the  fex,  and 
where  they  on  their  part  had  an  opportunity  of 
exerting  every  power,  and  difplaying  every  charm 
that  could  pleafe  ;  they  foon  came  to  be  treated  in  a 
manner  widely  different  from  the  women  of  any  of 
the  neighbouring  nations.  We  have  already  related 
from  Herodotus,  that  they  were  employed  in  agricul- 
ture, and  in  merchandife  ;  but  there  is  great  reaion 
to  believe,  that  if  any  of  them  were  employed  in 
agriculture,  it  was  only  thofe  of  the  meaner!  condition, 
and  that  in  general  they  were  exempted  from  per- 
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forming    any    of  the    laborious     talks,    commonly 
affigned  them  by  barbarians ;  a  thing  which  to  us 
appears  to  be  demonflrated  from  the   whole  of  the 
conduct:  of  their    men    towards    them,  and   which 
receives    an    additional    proof  from    the    ftory    of 
Pfammenitus,  one  of  their  kings ;  who,  being  made 
prifoner  at  the  reduction  of  Memphis,  was  with  the 
chief  of  his  nobility  placed  on  an  eminence  near  the 
city,  while  his  own  daughter,  and  the  reft  of  the 
captive  women  were  ordered  to  bear  water  in  pitchers 
from  the  river  ;  which  fo  mortified  the  king,  that  he 
is  faid  to  have  felt  more  on  that  occaiion    than  for 
the  lofs  of  his  liberty  and  kingdom ;  but,  had  this 
been  a  common  cuftom  in  Egypt,  as  we  have  already 
feen  it  among  all  the  neighbouring  nations,  it  could 
not  have  been  chofen  as  the  molt  eligible  mode  of 
adding  to  the  forrows    of  the    diftreffed  monarch. 
What  we  every  day  fee  or  perform  lofes  all  power 
of  affecting  us,  however  degrading:  in  its    nature  : 
while  fomething  which  we  have  not  been  ufed  to, 
though  lefs  degrading,  awakes  our  keeneil  fenfations, 
and  flings  our  hearts  with  the  Iharpeft  affliction. 

We  {hall  afterwards  have  occaiion  to  mention,  that 
in  a  very  early  period  the  practice  of  confining 
women  was  introduced  into  the  Eafi ;  this  practice, 
however,  inllituted  by  the  rage  of  jealoufy,  and 
maintained  by  unlawful  power,  was  never  adopted 
by  the  Egyptians,  as  appears  from  the  ftory  of 
Pharaoh's  daughter,  who  was  going  with  her  train 
of  maids  to  bathe  in  the  river,  when  fhe  found 
Mofes  hid  among  the  reeds ;  and  alfo  from  that  of 
the  wife  of  Potiphar,  who,  if  confined  in  the  manner 
of  the  Earl,  could  not  have  found  the  opportunities 
ihe  did  to  foiicit  Jofeph  to  her  adulterous  embrace. 
To  thefe  teftimonies  of  the  facred  fcripture  we  may 
add  the  authority  of  Herodotus,  and  fome  of  the 
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other  writers  011  ancient  Egypt,  who,  befides  men- 
tioning feveral  anecdotes  which  could  not  have  hap- 
pened to  women  in  harams  and  feraglioc,  generally 
agree  that  they  were  equal,  if  not  fuperior,  in  autho- 
rity to  the  men  ;  and  if  they  were,  it  i  would,  be 
inconfiftent  to  think  that  they  allowed  themfelves  to 
be  fhut  up  and  deprived  of  fociety,  by  beings  who 
neither  had,  nor  claimed  any  fuperiority  over  them. 

The  men  in  Egypt  were  not  allowed  to  indulge  in 
polygamy,  a  ftate  which  always  prefuppofes  women 
to  be  Daves.  The  chadity  of  virgins  was  protected 
by  a  law  of  the  fevereft  nature ;  he  who  committed 
a  rape  on  a  free  woman,  had  his  privities  cut  oft, 
that  it  might  be  out  of  his  power  ever  to  perpetrate 
the  like  crime,  and  that  others  might  be  terrified  by 
fo  dreadful  a  puniftiment.  Concubinage,  as  well 
as  polygamy,  feems  either  not  to  have  been  lawful, 
or  at  lead  not  faftiionable ;  it  was  a  liberty,  however, 
in  which  their  kings  were  fometimes  indulged,  for 
we  find  when  Sefoftris  fet  out  on  his  expedition  to 
conquer  the  world,  he  left  the  government  of  the 
kingdom  to  his  brother,  with  full  power  over  every 
thing,  except  the  royal  diadem,  the  queen,  and 
royal  concubines.  The  queens  of  Egypt  are  faid  to 
have  been  much  honoured,  as  well  as  more  readily 
obeyed  than  the  kings ;  and  it  is  alio  related,  that 
the  hufbands  were  in  their  marriaee-contra&s  obliged 
to  promife  obedience  to  their  wives ;  a  thing  which 
in  our  modern  times  we  are  often  obliged  to  per- 
form, though  our  wives  entered  into  the  promife. 

But  nothing  can  exhibit  the  power  and  con  fc- 
quence  of  the  Egyptian  women  in  a  ftronger  light 
than  a  law,  by  which  it  was  ordained,  That  daugh- 
ters and  not  ions  fhould  provide  for  their  parents, 
when  they  became  aged  or  indigent.  And  we  fhali 
only  add  further,  that  the  honour  and  refpecl  paid 
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to  them,  above  thofe  of  other  nations,  like  wife 
appears  from  the  behaviour  of  Solomon  to  Pharaoh's 
daughter.  Solomon  had  many  other  wives  befides  this 
princefs,  and  was  married  to  feveral  of  them  before 
her,  which,  according  to  the  Jewifh  law,  ought  to 
have  entitled  them  to  a  kind  of  preference  ;  but 
fuch  was  not  the  cafe,  for  we  hear  of  no  particular 
palace  having  been  built  for  any  of  the  others,  nor 
of  the  worfhip  of  any  of  their  gods  having  been 
introduced  into  Jerufalem ;  while  for  Pharaoh's 
daughter  a  magnificent  palace  was  erected,  and  me 
permitted,  though  exprefsly  contrary  to  the  Jewifh 
law,  to  worfhip  the  gods  of  her  own  country  ;  cir- 
cumftances  which  we  cannot  believe  would  have 
happened,  had  not  the  regard  of  the  Egyptians  for 
their  women,  prompted  them  to  have  flipulated  with 
Solomon  in  the  marriage  agreement.  But  loaded 
with  all  the  honors  and  preferments  we  have  men- 
tioned, inverted  often  with  the  fovereign  power,  as 
well  as  the  management  of  their  own  families ;  the 
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fair  fex  were  fometimes  reached  by  fuperdition,  that 
phrenzy  of  the  human  mind,  which  neither  regards 
the  laws  of  nature  nor  of  nations ;  a  virgin  was  at 
certain  times  facrificed  to  Aunubis. 

Befides  the  privilege  of  fucceeding  to  the  throne 
itfelf,  in  default  of  male  iffue,  the  Egyptian  daugh- 
ters had  a  right  of  fucceffion  to  the  paternal  inherit- 
ance of  their  fathers ;  a  right  hardly  to  be  met  wi  th 
in  any  of  the  neighbouring  countries,  where  women 
were  too  much  defpiled  to  be  admitted  to  inherit 
what  they  could  not  defend.  With  this  rule  the 
inheritance  of  the  fovereien  authority  was  not  thought 
fo  inconfiftent,  as  every  fubjeft  is  concerned  in  de- 
fending his  country  in  general,  while  the  defence  of 
private  property  refts  more  immediately  on  the  arm 
of  the  proprietor.     In  an  early  period  of  the  hi  (lory 
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of  the  Aflyrians  and  Babylonians,  we  alio  find  wo- 
men creeping  into  fuch  confequence  as  to  fhare  with 
their  huibands,  and  fometimes  to  aflume  to  the^r- 
felves  the  whole  of  the  royal  authority  ;  though  Wf  S 
have  reafon  to  believe,  that,  at  the  fame  time,  they 
could  not  inherit  the  eflates  of  their  anceftors. 

While  Ninus,  king  of  AfTyria,  was  befieging 
Ba&ria,  it  is  faid  that  the  attempt  would  have  failed, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  aiTiftance  of  Semiramis, 
then  wife  of  one  of  his  principal  officers,  who  plan- 
ned a  method  of  attacking  the  city,  with  fuch  iupe- 
rior  ikill,  that  he  foon  became  mailer  of  it.  Ninus 
being  attracted  by  the  beauty  and  art  of  this  virago, 
foon  became  paifionatcly  fond  of  her  ;  in  the  mean 
time,  her  huiband  forefeeing  that  this  paffion  would 
end  in  his  deftruc~tion/  to  avoid  falling  a  victim  to 
licentious  defpotifm,  privately  put  an  end  to  his 
life.  The  main  obilacle  being  thus  removed,  Ninus 
took  the  adultrefs  to  wife,  an  action  which,  accord- 
ing to  fome  authors,  he  had  foon  reafon  to  repent, 
for  me  having  firft  brought  over  to  her  intereft  the 
principal  men  of  the  flate,  next  prevailed  on  her 
filly  huiband  to  invert,  her,  for  the  fpace  of  five  days, 
with  the  fovereign  power ;  a  decree  was  accordingly 
iiTued,  that  all  the  provinces  mould  implicitly  obey 
her  during  that  time  ;  which  having  obtained,  (lie 
began  the  exercife  of  her  fovereignty,  by  putting 
to  death  the  too  indulgent  huiband  who  had  con- 
ferred it  on  her,  and  fo  fecuring  to  herfelf  the  kino- 
dom.  Other  authors  have  denied  that  Ninus  com- 
mitted this  rafli,  or  Semirarnis  this  execrable  deed, 
but  all  agree  that  (lie  fucceeded  her  huiband  at  his 
death,  in  whatever  maimer  it  happened.  Seeing 
herfelf  at  the  head  of  a  mighty  empire,  and  (truck 
with  the  love  of  magnificence  and  fame,  the  proposed 
to  render  her  name  immortal,  by  performing  fome- 
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thing  that  fliould  far  furpafs  all  that  had  been  done 
by  her  predecefTors ;  the  fcheme  Hie  fell  upon,  was 
to  build,  in  the  fpace  of  one  year,  the  mighty  city  of 
Babylon  ;  which  being  finifhed  within  the  propofed 
time,  greatly  exceeded  in  magnificence  any  thing  the 
world  had  ever  feen :  two  millions  of  men  are  faid 
to  have  been  conflantly  employed  on  it,  during  the 
time  it  was  erecting. 

From  the  advancement  of  Semiramis  to  the  AfTy- 
rian empire,  it  would  feem  that,  at  leaf!:,  fome  de- 
cent degree  of  perfonal  liberty  was  one  of  the  pre- 
rogatives of  the  women  of  that  country  ;  for  where- 
ever  the  fex  are  ftri&ly  confined  by  their  fathers  and 
huibands,  we, can  hardly  fuppofe  their  political  exif- 
tence  to-  be  fuch  as  could  form  a  party  fufficient  to 
bring  about  a  total  revolution  of  ftate  ;  and  in  the 
Eafl  they  are  commonly  confidered  as  beings  too 
weak  and  infignificant,  ever  to  be  allowed  the  pri- 
vilege of  mounting  a  throne,  unlefs  aided  by  the 
power  of  fuperftition,  or  the  notion  of  a  right  derived 
from  their  gods.  But  though  the  AfTyrian  women 
feem,  in  general,  to  have  enjoyed  fome  liberty,  yet 
their  monarchs,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  their 
neighbours,  had  feraglios,  where  fuch  ladies  as 
belonged  to  them  were  probably  more  ftri&ly  con- 
fined than  the  other  women  of  the  country. 

That  feraglios  were  a  part  of  the  magnificence  of 
the  AfTyrian  monarchs,  appears  from  feveral  anec- 
dotes in  their  hiftory,  and  particularly  from  the 
(lory  of  Sardanapalus,  who,  inflead  of  employing 
his  time  in  the  affairs  of  government,  dedicated 
himfelf  entirely  to  debauchery  among  his  women, 
affecting  not  only  the  foftnefs  and  effeminacy  of  their 
voice  and  manners,  but  learning  alfo  to  handle  the 
diflaff,  and  amufe  himfelf  by  working  in  the  other 
trifles  with  which  they  were  employed.    As  we  have 
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already  feen  that,  in  the  earlier  ages,  women  of 
the  greateft  rank  and  quality  were  not  afhamed  to 
perform  thofe  offices,  which,  in  our  times,  would 
be  confidered  as  beneath  the  dignity  of  their  waiting- 
maids,  we  are  not  to  be  furprifed,  that  the  women 
of  the  auguft  monarch  of  AiTyria  mould  empl 
themfelves  in  fpinning ;  but  that  the  effeminate 
monarch  himfelf,  who  had  bufmefs  and  pleafure,  in 
fo  many  fhapes,  at  his  command,  ihould  take  up  the 
diftaff  for  his  amufement,  not  only  excites  our  afto- 
nifhment,  but  our  contempt ;  and  ftrongly  mar 
the  littlenefs  of  that  mind,  which,  furrounded  with 
fuch  a  variety,  could  felect  a  diverfion  fo  infignifi- 
cant,  as  well  as  unbecoming.  We  may,  perhaps, 
account  for  this,  by  obferving  that  women  of  talents, 
fuperior  to  the  reft  of  their  fex,  generally  affociate 
with  men,  and  defpife  the  company  of  women  as 
trifling  and  infignificant ;  and  that  men  of  inferior 
talents,  finding  themfelves  generallly  defpifed  by  the 
men  ;  on  that  account  affociate  with  women.  This 
obfervation,  befides  pointing  out  the  reafon  why 
Sardanapalus  confined  himfelf,  almoft  altogether,  to 
the  feraglio,  likewife  difcovers  the  reafon  why  Semi- 
ramis  arrived  at  the  royal  diadem  of  AiTyria ;  an 
elevation  which,  though  it  did  honor  to  the  fex  in 
general,  yet  did  not  prove,  that  they  had,  in  general, 
attained  to  that  importance  to  which  they  are  enti- 
tled, by  tlie  place  which  they  hold  in  the  fcale  of 
rational  beings ;  for,  throughout  the  whole  conti- 
nent of  Afia,  women  have  been,  from  time  imme- 
morial, and  flill  are,  confidered  either  as  nublic  or 
private  property,  and  fold  to  fuch  hufbands  as  would 
give  the  higheft  price  for  them  :  in  AiTyria,  the 
former  of  thefe  was  the  cuflom  :  women  bein^  there 
the  property  of  the  (late,  and  by  the  magiftrates 
difpofed  of  in  marriage  to  the  beft  bidder,  by  way 
of  public  auction.     We  are  of  opinion,  that  this 
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cuftom,  or  law,  took  place  after  the  reign  of  Semi- 
raniis ;  fo  that  though,  in  her  time,  the  fex  might 
be  on  a  more  refpeclable  footing,  it  feems  that  the 
privileges  they  then  enjoyed,  were  afterward  almofl 
entirely  wrefted  from  them  by  the  men. 

In  an  early  period  of  the  world,  while  as  yet 
women  had  attained  to  little  dignity  and  confequence, 
we  find  an  universal  notion  of  female,  as  well  as  of 
male  deities,  had  obtained  among   mankind  ;    this 
notion  did  not  arife  folely  from  the  polytheifm  of 
the  times,  but  alio  from  an  opinion  that  the  gods 
propagated  their  fpecies,  which  mortals  could  not 
conceive  them  capable  of  doing  in  any  other  way 
than  that  of  mortal  men.   All  antiquity  demonftrates 
it  to  have  been  a  general  opinion,  that  the  gods 
often    cohabited  with,    and  had    children  by    the 
daughters  of  men ;  which  children  were  reckoned 
partakers  of  a  divine  nature  in  their  life-time ;  and 
after  their  death  were  worfhipped  as  real  deities. 
But  Semiramis  is  the  firft  woman,  we  believe,  who 
had  influence  enough,  without  pretending  to   any 
divine  original,  to  procure  the  honour  of  deification 
after  her  death ;  to  have  temples  erected,  and  the 
worfllip  of  a  goddefs  addreffed  to  her,  by  a  mime- 
rous  crowd  of  adorers.     By  what  means  fhe  pro- 
cured this  diftinclion,  in  a  period,  and  a  country 
where  women  were  not  confidered  as  of  much  im- 
portance, we  are  not  told  :  while  alive,  an  abfolute 
monarch  may  eafiiy  command  the  obedience  of  fub- 
je&s  in  civil  matters,  but  in  thofe  of  religion,  even 
the  feverefc  defpot  is  often  incapable  of  introducing 
any  change.     It  is,  therefore,  the  more  extraordi- 
nary, that  Semiramis  had  influence  enough  to  intro- 
duce, after  her  death,  what    few  monarchs  have 
attempted  with  fiiccefs  when  living.    We  are  aware, 
that  when  the  cuflom  of  paying  divine  honours  to 
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illuftrious  perfons  after  death,  became  univerfal,  it 
was  no  very  difficult  matter  to  be  ranked  among  the 
gods ;  but  to  introduce  the  cuftom  of  conferring  that 
dignity  on  a  fex,  which  were  then  fo  little  diftin- 
guifhed,  muft  have  been  owing  to  fuperior  talents 
and  abilities. 

Among  the  Babylonians,  who  were  at  firfl  a  part 
of  the  Aflyrian  empire,  and  afterwards  became  their 
own  mailers,  women  were,  probably,  of  much 
greater  importance  than  in  AfTyria.  The  whole 
hiflory  of  mankind,  as  well  as  what  we  fee  among 
the  uncultivated  nations  of  our  own  times,  allures 
us,  that  where  women  have  attained  to  little  or  no 
importance  in  fociety,  and  are  only  confidered  as  the 
fervile  inftruments  of  ■  {applying  our  wants,  and  gra- 
tifying our  paffions,  there  is  but  little  care  taken, 
either  to  adorn  their  minds,  or  their  bodies.  Among 
the  Babylonians,  though  we  are  not  informed  what 
care  was  taken  of  the  female  mind,  from  a  variety 
of  fcattered  hints,  which  particularly  abound  in  the 
prophets  of  the  Old  Tenement,  we  may  infer,  that 
the  greater!  attention  was  beftowed  in  decorating 
and  adorning  their  bodies,  with  every  coftly  orna- 
ment which  fondnefs  could  invent,  and  affluence 
fupply :  inconteftible  proofs  that  they  were  objects 
of  no  fmali  importance,  and  the  peculiar  care  of  the 
men.  But  further,  the  Babylonians  were  a  wife 
and  cultivated  people  ;  and  we  may  with  truth  afTert, 
thai  proper  cvkurs  of  the  human  mind  has  never 
yet  exifted,  without  extending  itfelf  to  the  interefls 
and  conveniences  of  the  fair  i 

That  fome  of  the  queens  of  Babylon  were  mere 
regarded,  and  of  greater  confeqaence  than  is  com- 
mon to  the  herd  of  women  confined  in  the  feraglios 
pf  eaflern    monarch?,  appears  from   the   {lory   of 
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Nitocris,  confort  of  Nabonadius,  known  in  fcripture 
by  the  name  of  Evil  Merodach  :  while  Nabonadius, 
neglecting  the  affairs  of  his  kingdom,  dovoted  him- 
felf  entirely  to  fcenes  of  the  mod  voluptuous  de- 
bauchery, Nitocris  took  upon  her  the  care  of  the 
ilate,  and  managed  it  fo  as  to  give  univerfal  fatif- 
fa&ion  ;  a  circumftance,  which  was  not  likely  to  have 
happened,  had  not  women  poffefTed  a  tolerable  fhare 
of  public  efteem  and  confidence ;  which,  when  we 
confider  the  influence  of  female  fociety  among  the 
Babylonians ;  and  that  their  women  were  admitted 
to  convivial  meetings,  where  they  lived  in  a  free 
and  unreflrained  manner,  with  more  frequent  oppor- 
tunities than  their  neighbours  of  exerting  the  various 
arts  of  pleafmg  ;  and,  confequently,  of  gaining  that 
afcendency  which  will  ever  fall  to  the  fhare  of  beauty 
and  of  fenfe,  will  appear  not  to  have  been  fo  difficult 
for  them  to  attain,  as  for  the  women  of  the  fur- 
rounding  nations.  But  notwithftanding  this  general 
importance,  fuch  of  the  Babylonifh  women  as  were 
poor,  like  the  poor  of  every  country,  were  deftined 
to  attend  on,  and  minifter  to  the  various  pleafures 
of  the  rich ;  who,  at  their  regular  meals,  were 
ferved  by  a  great  number  of  Eunuchs,  and  finging 
and  dancing  girls,  carefully  {elected  from  the  faireft 
and  handfomeft  of  the  country.  When  the  Baby- 
lonians became  poor,  by  the  ruin  of  their  metropolis, 
fathers  proflituted  their  daughters  for  gain,  and 
hufbands,  who  had  formerly  been  hindered  from 
ufing  their  wives  ill,  by  a  particular  law,  then  broke 
through  every  reflraint ;  and,  it  is  faid,  even  com- 
pelled them  to  offer  themfelves  to  ftrangers  for  hire. 

Concerning  the  condition  of  the  Scythian  women 
we  know  little ;  only  that  they,  as  well  as  thofe  of 
the  Gauls  and  Germans,  were  anciently  held  in  great 
efteem  for  their  ikill  in  divination  :  we  know  not 
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whether  it  was  on  account  of  this  efteem,  or  becaufe 
they  were  thought  weak  and  inoffenfive,  that  in  fome 
cafes  the  Scythian  women  were  treated  with  more 
lenity  than  the  men.  By  one  of  their  laws,  when  a 
father  was  put  to  death,  all  his  fons  fuffered  the 
fame  fate  along  with  him,  while  the  daughters 
efcaped  with  impunity.  Thefe  people,  the  moll  plain 
and  limple  of  ail  antiquity,  being  reproached  with 
cowardice,  for  retreating  from  their  defert  frontiers, 
before  an  army  much  fuperior  to  their  own :  '  In 
6  thofe  defolate  waftes,  faid  they,  we  have  nothing 
c  worth  fighting  for  ;  but  when  you  arrive  at  the 
4  tombs  of  our  anceflors,  and  the  habitations  of  our 
c  women,  you  fliall  fee  whether  we  can  defend 
'  them.' 

From  the  accounts  handed  down  to  us  of  the 
Phoenicians,  they  appear  to  have  been  long  a  flou- 
rishing and  profperous  people,  who  had  acquired 
great  riches  by  their  fuperior  Ik  ill  in  commerce  and 
navigation  ;  we  may  therefore  reafonably  fuppofe, 
that,  in  a  country,  whofe  inhabitants  were  fo  far 
advanced  in  the  arts  of  civil  life,  the  women  had 
attained  to  that  importance  we  generally  find  them 
pofTeiTed  of  in  fuch  countries  ;  efpecially  when  we 
confider  the  attention  that  was  paid  to  ornamenting 
them,  by  all  the  finery  that  an  extenfive  trade  could 
purchafe  from  every  part  of  the  globe.  But  though 
the  Phoenicians  fpared  no  cod  in  adorning  their 
women  with  all  the  elegance  of  the  times,  they 
appear  to  have  flamped  upon  them  one  mark  of 
inferiority  and  fubordination  ;  they  did  not  allow 
them  to  wear  the  Tyrian  purple,  fo  famous  in  thofe 
days ;  not  only  on  account  of  its  high  price*  but  aifo 
as  a  badge  of  diilinction  folely  appropriated  to  men  ; 
and  to  fuch  of  them  only  as  were  of,  the  firit  rank 
and  dignity,  though  not  then,  as  it  was  afterwards, 
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altogether  confined  to  royalty.  In  the  Balearic  Ifles, 
of  whofe  hiftory  we  have  now  but  a  few  fcattered 
hints  in  fome  of  the  Greek  writers,  fo  far  were  they 
from  fixing  any  mark  of  inferiority  on  the  fair  fex, 
that  when  any  of  their  women  were  taken  captive, 
they  gave  three  or  four  men  in  exchange  for  her  ;  a 
conduct  fo  fmgular,  that  fome  particular  reafon  for 
it  mufl  have  exifted,  of  which  we  are  not  informed  ; 
perhaps  it  w7as  only  done  at  the  firil  planting  of  fome 
colony,  while  the  women,  as  in  the  origin  of  Rome, 
were  few  and  valuable.  Among  the  Lycians,  a 
people  of  the  LeiTer  Afia,  a  cultom  alfo  obtained  ; 
which,  at  fird  view,  feems  to  exalt  the  women  to  a 
confequence  much  fuperior  to  that  of  the  men.  In 
their  fex  alone  was  the  fountain  of  honour  and 
nobility,  infomuch  that  if  a  woman  of  quality  mar- 
ried a  plebeian,  their  hTue  were  noble  ;  but  if  a 
nobleman  married  a  foreigner  or  peafant,  the  chil- 
dren, in  that  cafe  were  only  plebeians.  But  this 
cullom,  when  more  nearly  examined,  will  be  found 
to  have  originated  from  a  different  motive  than  love 
or  efheem  ;  it  is  at  this  day  pra&ifed  in  fome  parts  of 
America ;  and  the  reafon  there  given  for  it  is, 
becaufe  they  are  fare  who  is  the  mother  of  a  child  ; 
and  that  the  noble  or  royal  blood  of  a  family  may, 
on  her  fide,  be  eafily  preferved  ;  whereas  they  have 
no  certainty  who  is  the  father  ;  and  by  the  inconti- 
nence of  a  wife,  the  noble  or  royal  blood  may,  on 
the  male  fide  be  totally  extinguifhed. 

If  the  Phoenicians  treated  their  women  with  pro- 
priety, we  may  reafonably  expect  to  find  nearly  the 
fame  cuftoms  concerning  them  traniplanted  into 
Carthage  ;  as  the  Carthaginians  were  originally  a  co- 
lony from  Tyre,  the  capital  of  Phoenicia.  As  there 
was  fomething  uncommon  in  the  origin  of  this  colony, 
and  as  it  was  founded  by  a  woman,  whofe  name 
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has  been  immortalifed  by  Virgil,  and  not  unknown 
even  to  the  generality  of  female  readers,  we  hoce 
it  will  not  be  deemed  altogether  foreign  to.  our  fub- 
ject  to  give  a  fhort  account  of  it. 

While  Tyre  flouriflied  in  all  the  pomp  of  magni- 
ficence, as  the  capital  of  the  Phoenician  empire,  and 
the  mod  renowned  commercial  city  in  the  world, 
Pygmalion,  being  king,  had  a  fitter,  called  Eliza, 
but  known  to  us  by  the  name  of  Dido  ;  which  fifter 
he  married  to  Sichaeus,  one  of  their  own  relations. 
Sichaeus  was  poffefTed  of  great  riches,  which  Pyg- 
malion avaricioufly  coveting,  put  him  to  death,  that 
they  might  fall  into  his  hands.  Bido5  detetting  this 
execrable  deed  of  her  brother,  and  defirous  to 
difappoint  him  of  that  wealth,  which  had  been  the 
caufe  of  it,  cunningly  amufed  him,  till  flie  had  got 
all  things  in  readinefs  ;  and  then  privately  eloped 
with  the  moft  valuable  effects  of  her  murdered 
hufband.  After  a  long  feries  of  difaftrous  events, 
flie  at  latt  landed  on  the  coaft  of  the  Mediterranean, 
at  a  little  dittance  from  the  place  where  the  piratical 
city  of  Tunis  now  ftands :  there,  having  purchafed 
fome  land  of  the  natives,  fhe  fettled  a  colony  of 
fuch  as  had  adhered  to,  and  followed  her  fortune. 

Soon  after  this  fettlement,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country,  invited  by  a  profpect  of  gain,  reibrted  to 
the  ftrangers  with  the  neceifaries  of  life,  and  fuch 
other  commodities  as  were  moft  wanted:  finding 
themfelves  always  civilly  treated,  they  at  latt  gradu- 
ally incorporated  with  them  into  one  people.  The 
citizens  of  Utica,  being  their  ancient  ^neighbours, 
began  alfo  to  confider  them  as  countrymen;  and 
fent  embaffadors,  with  confiderable  prefents,  exhor- 
ting them  to  build  a  city  on  the  place  where  they 
had  firft  landed;   this  propofal  being  agreeable  to 
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the  fecret  wiflies  of  Dido,  and  her  infant  colony, 
the  city  was  begun,  and  called  Carthada,  or  Car- 
thage; which,  in  the  Phoenician  language,  fignifies 
the  New  City. 

What  Virgil  has  related  concerning  this  firfl 
queen  of  Carthage,  is  only  to  be  confidered  as  a 
poetical  fi&ion ;  for  it  appears  that  {he  lived  at  leaft 
two  hundred  years  before  the  time  of  his  hero 
iEneas,  and  at  lail  finifhed  her  days,  not  as  he  repre- 
fents,  a  viclim  to  love,  but  to  that  kind  of  conjugal 
fidelity  then  in  fafhion,  which  confidered  it  as  crimi- 
nal to  marry  a  fecond  hufband;  for,  being  courted 
by  jarbas,  king  of  Getulia,  and  threatened  with 
war  in  confequence  of  a  refufal ;  and  having  bound 
herfelf  by  an  oath  to  Sichasiis,  never  to  confent  to  a 
fecond  marriage,  and  unwilling  to  bring  a  powerful 
invafion  on  her  infant  colony;  to  extricate  herfelf 
from  the  difficulty,  fhe  afcended  and  leapt  into  a 
funeral  pile  which  fhe  had  caufed  her  fubjec*t.s  to 
erect,  unconfcious  of  the  purpofe  to  which  fhe 
intended  to  apply  it. 

Among  a  people  wrhofe  political  exigence  was 
owing  to  a  woman,  and  to  one  who  in  her  life  had 
conducted  them  with  fo  much  prudence,  and  at  her 
death  made  fo  difmterefled  a  facriflce  to  procure  their 
fafety;  it  is  natural  to  imagine  that  the  fex  would 
be  treated  with  more  deference  and  regard,  than 
was  common  in  the  periods  we  are  reviewing.  Ac- 
cordingly, we  have  feveral  reafons  to  believe,  that 
the  women  of  Carthage  were  not,  as  in  many  other 
countries,  obliged  to  do  all  the  fervile  drudgery 
which  naturally  belonged  to  the  men ;  nor  to  fubmit 
themfelves  to  any  kind  of  flavifh  fubje&ion  under 
that  fex.  That  the  Carthaginians  on  the  contrary 
had  fentiments  of  a  more  elevated  nature  concerning 
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their  women,  appears  from  a  ftory  related  of  them 
by  Diodorus,  the  Sicilian.  When  the  city  of  Tyre 
was  befieged  by  Alexander  the  Great,- the  Tyrians 
being  reduced  to  the  utmoil  extremity,  fent  an 
embaiTy  to  the  Carthaginians,  imploring  their  ailift- 
ance ;  the  Carthaginians  being  at  the  fame  time 
engaged  in  a  war  with  the  Athenians,  and  icarcely 
in  a  condition  to  make  head  aramd  A^athocles,  the 
Athenian  general,  were  not  able  to  grant  that  affiit- 
ance  they  fo  earneilly  wiihed  to  give;  and  to  fofien- 
the  refufal,  they  agreed  to  receive  into  Carthage  ail 
the  wives  and  children  of  their  friends  the  Tynans; 
that  they,  at  lean1,  might  efcape  the  outrages  which 
their  fex  generally  fuffer  at  the  plundering  of  a  city. 

It  is  the  character iftic  of  the  men  in  every  enlight- 
ened nation  to  treat  the  weaker  fex  with  lenity  and 
indulgence;  to  this  they  are  prompted,  not  only  by 
the  fofter  fenfations  infr.il  led  by  nature,  but  alio  by 
that  additional  humanity,  and  thofe  finer  feelings, 
which  are  commonly  the  refult  of  knowledge;  aai 
which  raife  the  mind  above  what  is  mean,  and 
infpire  it  only  with  what  is  generous  and  noble. 
Hence,  whenever  we  find  a  people  treating  their 
women  with  propriety,  we  may,  without  any  fur- 
ther knowledge  of  their  hiilory,  conclude  that  their 
minds  are  not  uncultivated.  When  we  find  them 
cultivated,  we  may  conclude,  that  they  treat  their 
women  with  propriety.  We  fhall  only  add,  there- 
fore, concerning  the  Carthaginians,  that  the  cha- 
racter they  bore  for  wifdom,  for  learning,  and  the 
arts,  leave  us  no  room  to  doubt  that  they  behaved 
to  the  fair-fex  in  general,  as  became  a  people  fo 
highly  diftiiiguifhed. 

Some  of  the  Greek  and  feveral  of  the  Roman  hif- 
tori?«iis5  in  mentioning  the  ancient  Peruans,    have 
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dwelt  with  peculiar  feverity  on  the  manner  in  which 
they  treated  their  women  ;  jealous  almofl  to  diffrac- 
tion, though  not  under  the  influence  of  a  vertical 
fun,  they  confined  the  whole  fex  with  the  ftricteft 
attention,  and  could  not  bear  that  the  eye  of  a 
{banger  fhould  behold  the  beauty  whom  they 
adored.  Their  monarchs  placed  almoft  the  whole 
of  their  grandeur,  and  of  their  enjoyment,  in  the 
number  and  beauty  of  the  women  of  their  feraglios ; 
which  they  carefully  felected  from  among  the  faired, 
either  taken  captive  in  war,  or  produced  by  their 
own  dominions,  and  purified  them  for  their  ufe  by 
a  long  and  tedious  preparation,  tending  to  heighten 
the  beauties  of  nature,  and  to  give  an  agreeable 
relifli  to  their  perfons;  a  preparation  luxurioufly 
voluptuous,  beyond  any  thing  that  modern  refine- 
ment has  ever  fuggefted.  Agreeable  to  an  obferva- 
tion  we  made  in  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  every 
circumflance  in  the  Perfian  hiftory  tends  to  perfuade 
us,  that  the  motive  which  induced  them  to  confine 
their  women  with  fo  much  care  and  folicitude,  was 
only  exuberance  of  love  and  affection ;  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  their  frniies,  and  their  embraces,  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  men  confifted,  and  their  approbation 
was  an  incentive  to  deeds  of  glory  and  of  heroifm; 
for  thefe  reafons,  they  are  faid  to  have  been  the  firft 
who  introduced  the  cuftom  of  carrying  their  wives 
and  concubines  to  the  field,  e  That  the  fight,  faid 
6  they,  of  all  that  is  dear  to  us,  may  animate  us  to 
4  fight  more  valiantly  in  their  defence.3  To  offer  the 
leaft  violence,  even  in  appearance,  to  a  Perfian  wo- 
man, was  to  incur  certain  death  from  her  hufband 
or  guardian:  nay,  even  their  kkigs,  though  the 
moft  abfolute  in  the  univerfe,  could  not  alter  the 
manners  or  cuftoms  of  the  country  which  concerned 
them,  as  appears  from  Cabas,  a  licentious  monarch, 
who,  not  fatisfied  with  the  numerous  beauties  of  hfs 
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feraglio,  thought  he  could  introduce  the  community 
of  women,  which  would  afford  him  an  ample  oppor- 
tunity of  fatiating  his  unbounded  luff ;  and  therefore 
iffued  a  decree,  commanding  the  promifcuous  ufe 
of  all  the  women  of  his  dominions,  whether  married 
or  unmarried ;  upon  which  his  fubjecls  rofe  in  a 
rebellion  that  ended  in  expelling  him  from  the 
throne.  Upon  the  whole,  we  may  infer  that  the 
Perfians  loved  their  women  with  the  utmofl  violence 
of  animal  appetite ;  but  had  not  learned  to  treat 
them  with  that  foftnefs  and  good  nature,  which 
culture  and  civilization  can  only  di&ate. 

Notwithstanding  this  private  jealoufy  and  confine- 
ment of  the  fex,  it  would  feem  that  there  were  at  the 
Perfian  court  women  who  were  introduced  on  certain 
occafions,  and  with  whom  every  freedom  might  be 
ufed,  as  we  learn  from  the  ftory  of  Megabyfus,  one 
of  the  governors  of  Darius  ;  who  having  lent  fome 
Perfian  noblemen  to  Amintas,  king  of  Macedon,  to 
require  him  to  do  homage  to  his  mafter,  Amintas 
having  complied  with  the  requeft,  gave  them  a 
fplendid  entertainment.  Towards  the  conclufion  of 
it,  they  denied  that,  according  to  the  cuftom  of 
their  country,  the  women  might  be  brought  in,  to 
which,  though  contrary  to  the  cufiom  of  the  Greeks, 
the  king  confented.  The  Perfians  heated  with  wine, 
and  thinking  they  might  behave  to  the  Grecian 
princeffes  as  to  the  women  of  Perfia,  began  to  take 
fome  indecent  freedoms  ;  the  fon  of  Amintas,  affron- 
ted at  the  treatment  of  his  fillers,  told  the  Perfians, 
that  if  they  would  allow  the  women,  in  compliance 
with  the  cuftom  of  Greece,  to  retire  and  habit 
themfelves  in  a  loofe  manner,  they  would  then 
return,  and  every  one  might  chufe  his  partner  for 
the  night.  The  Perfians  gladly  confented  to  this 
propofal,    the  women  retired,    the   prince  dreffed 
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fome  of  the  molt  comely  of  his  young  warriors  in 
loofe  female  habits,  with  poniards  under  their  cloaths, 
and  brought  them  into  the  room  inflead  of  the 
women,  as  foon  as  the  Perfians  had  each  fixed  upon 
his  partner^  on  a  fignai  from  the  prince,  every  one 
drew  his  poniard,  and  Slaughtered  the  whole  of  them 
on  thefpot. 

Before  we  take  leave  of  thefe  dark  and  unenli^ht- 
ened  periods,  we  have  been  running  over,  where 
the  hifloric  page  hardly  affords  even  the  glimmering 
of  a  taper  to  direct  Us  on  our  way,  we  muft  obferve, 
that  there  are  many  other  ancient  people  and  nations 
whom  we  might  have  mentioned,  but  have  paffed 
over  them  in  filence,  becaufe  we  are  hardly  ac- 
quainted with  any  thing  but  their  names;  or,  at 
molt,  with  a  few  of  their  warlike  explotsi  and 
remarkable  revolutions.  We  cannot  help,  however, 
making  a  few  obfarvations  on  the  Sybarites,  the  mod 
remarkable  people  of  antiquity. 

The  Sybarites,  from  the  imperfect  accounts  we 
have  of  them,  placed  the  whole  of  their  happinefs 
in  indolence,  eating,  finery,  and  women.  Their 
bodies  were  fo  much  relaxed  with  lloth,  and  their 
minds  with  voluptuoumefs,  that  the  greateil  affront 
that  could  be  offered  to  any  one,  was  to  call  him  a 
Sybarite,  an  appellation,  which  comprehended  in 
it  almofl  every  human  crime,  and  every  human  folly. 
In  grottoes,  cooled  with  fountains,  their  youth  fpent 
a  great  part  of  their  time  in  fcenes  of  debauchery, 
amid  women,  either  elegantly  adorned  by  art,  or 
fometimes  reduced  to  a  Hate  of  nature.  Women  of 
the  firil  quality,  though  not  difpofed  of  by  auction, 
were  treated  in  a  manner  fomewhat  fimilar  ;  they 
were  given  as  a  reward  to  him  who,  in  contending 
for  them,  mewed  the  greateft  fplendour  and  mag- 
nificence.    When     any  great     entertainment    was 
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defigned,  the  women,  who  were  to  make  a  part  of 
the  company,  were  invited  a  year  before,  that  they 
might  have  time  to  appear  in  all  the  luftre  of  beauty 
and  of  drefs ;  a  circumftance  which  plainly  proves 
that  they  did  not,  as  fome  other  nations,  value  the 
fex  only  as  objects  of  fenfual  pleafure,  but  as  objects 
which  added  elegance  to  their  fcenes  of  magnificence 
and  grandeur  ;  and,  perhaps,  becaufe  they  excelled 
the  men  in  foftnefs  and  effeminacy,  qualities  upon 
which  they  fet  the  great  ell  value,  and  cultivated 
with  the  utmoft  affiduity. — Thefe  people,  after 
having  been  for  many  centuries  the  contempt  of  the 
univerfe,  were  at  laft  fhainefully  driven  from  their 
country,  and  entirely  difperfed  by  the  Crotonians. 
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CHAPTER    VI. 

The  fame  Subjecl  continued. 


i 


N  the  laft  chapter  we  finifhed  the  few 
curfory  obfervations  we  could  make  on  thofe  ages 
which  lie  hid  in  the  darknefs  of  the  mod  remote 
antiquity.  "We  now  come  to  thofe  of  the  Greeks ;  a 
people  whofe  fame  has  been  fo  much  trumpeted,  that 
we  are  apt  to  annex  the  idea  of  every  virtue  to  their 
name,  to  confider  them  as  highly  polifhed  and  civil- 
ized, and  confequently  to  expect  that,  ampngit  them, 
the  fair  fex  were  treated  with  that  indulgence,  and 
raifed  to  that  dignity,  which  they  commonly  enjoy 
in  nations  the  farthefl  advanced  in  the  arts  of  cul- 
ture and  refinement :  But  here  we  (hall  be  much 
miftaken  ;  for  though  the  Greeks  were  a  people 
feverely  virtuous  in  whatever  regarded  their  country, 
they  were  far  from  being  tender  and  humane,  and 
hardly  knew  any  of  thofe  foft  blandifhments  which 
fmooth  the  afperity  of  rugged  male  nature  ;  and 
which,  while  they  render  us  more  agreeable  to  the 
women,  are  only  to  be  acquired  in  their  company. 

It  is  obferved  by  an  able  panegyrift  for  the  fair, 
that  one  of  the  greatefl:  proofs  of  their  intrinfic 
worth  and  excellence  is,  that  the  greatefl  efleem 
and  refpeci:  has  always  been  paid  them  by  the  wifeft 
and  bed  of  nations.  Granting  this  to  be  a  fact,  it 
follows,  that  the  Greeks  forfeited  one  great  claim 
to  that  wifdom  which  has  always  been  attributed 
them ;  for  we  have  good  reafon  to  believe,  that 
they  regarded  their  women  only  as  inilruments  of 
raifing  up  members  to  the  ftate  :  confidering  them 


OF  WOMEN.  i37 

in  the  fame  cool,  difpaffionate,  and  we  may  add, 
unfocial  light,  as  they  confidered  their  fields  which 
produced  the  corn  whereby  the  members  of  that 
itate  were  fed.  But  left  we  fhould  be  fufpecled 
of  partiality,  let  us  attend  to  fome  of  the  proofs  of 
what  we  have  advanced. 

The  animal  appetite  towards  the  other  fex,  is 
implanted  in  ours  by  nature,  and  arifes  at  fight ; 
but  in  order  to  efleem,  to  regard  women,  we  mud 
do  more  than  fee,  we  mull:,  by  focial  intercourfe  and 
mutual  reciprocation  of  good  offices,  become  ac- 
quainted with  their  worth  and  excellence  :  this,  to 
the  Greeks,  was  a  pleafure  totally  unknown  ;  cuf- 
tom  had  introduced,  and  law  had  eilablifhed,  the 
mode  of  obliging  women  to  live  retired  in  their  own 
apartments,  fcarcely  ever  allowing  them  to  appear 
in  public,  or  have  any  open  intercourfe  with  men  ; 
fo  that,  if  they  had  any  amiable  qualities,  they  were 
buried  in  perpetual  obfcurity  :  even  their  huibands 
being  in  fome  of  the  *  dates  limited  as  to  the  times 
and  duration  of  the  viiits  made  to  their  wives,  and 
it  being  the  cuflom  at  meals  for  the  two  fexes 
always  to  eat  ieparately. 

The  apartments  deftined  for  the  women,  in  order 
to  keep  them  more  private,  were  always  in  the 
back,  and  generally  in  the  upper  part  of  the  houfe. 
The  famous  Helen  is  faid  to  have  had  her  chamber 
in  the  loftier!  part  of  it,  and  fo.  wretched  were  their 
dwellings,  that  even  Penelope  queen  of  UlyiTes  feems 
to  have  defcended  from  hers  by  means  of  a  ladder; 
within  thefe,  however,  women,  efpecially  fuch  as 
had  no  hufbands,  whether  maids  or  widows,  were 
clofely  confined;  the  former  in  fo  itridl  a  manner 

*  This  was  the  cafe  at  Sparta. 
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that  they  could  not  pals  without  leave  from  one  part 
of  the    houfe   to  another,  left  they  fhould  be  feen ; 
which,  as    we  learn  from  the  (lory  of    Antigone, 
would  have  been  a  refle&ion   on   their  honour,  as 
well  as  on  the  care  and  integrity  of  their  guardians. 
New-married  women  were  almoii  as  ftricHy  confined 
as  virgins ;  for  we  find  Hermione  feverely  reproved 
by  her  old  duenna,  for  appearing  out  of  doors;  a 
freedom,  which,  fhe  tells  her,  was  mot  ufually  taken 
by  women  in  her  fituation,  and  which  would  endan- 
ger her  reputation,  fhould  fhe  happen  to  be  feen ; 
and  we  are  further  informed  by  Menander,  that  the 
door  was  the  utmofl  limit  allowed  to  the  freedom  of 
a  married  woman:  it  appears,  however,  from  fome 
other  authors,  that  after  they  had  brought  forth  a 
child,  this  feverity  wras  a  little  relaxed;  but  it  was 
then  owing  only  to  the  indulgence  of  their  hufbands, 
who,  perhaps,  thought  them  now  either  more  pru- 
dent or  lefs  the  objects  of  temptation;  and  might  ftill, 
if  they  pleafed,  retain  them  in  the  fame  rigorous  con- 
finement, as  we  learn  from  Ariftophanes;  who  in- 
troduces   an    Athenian    lady,    loudly  complaining, 
becaufe  women  were  confined  to  their  chambers, 
under  lock  and  key,  and  guarded,  fays  flie,  by  maf- 
tifFs,  goblins,  or  any  thing  that  can  frighten  away 
admirers. 

.  Though  the  Grecian  women  lived  thus  feparated 
from  the  men,  yet  they  were  not,  like  thofe  of  Afia, 
confined  to  feraglios,  and  obliged  to  fhare  among  a 
great  number  the  fcanty  favours  of  one  man.  Nor 
does  their  confinement  appear  in  fome  cafes  to  have 
been  fo  much  the  effect  of  jealoufy,  as  of  indiffer- 
ence; the  men  did  not  think  them  proper  compa- 
nions; and  that  ignorance,    which  is  the  common 
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remit  of  a  reclufe  life,  gave  them  too  good  reafon 
to  think  fo.     Nothing  in  Greece  was  held  in  eflima- 
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tion,  but  valour  and  eloquence;  nature  had  difquali- 
fled  the  fair  fex  for  both ;  they  were  therefore  con- 
fidered  as  mean  and  contemptible  beings,  much 
beneath  the  notice  of  heroes  and  of  orators,  who 
feldom  favoured  them  with  their  company,  unlefs 
prompted  by  nature,  or  by  the  defire  of  propagating 
future  orators  and  heroes  like  themfelves.  Thus 
deierted  by  a  fex,  which  ought  to  be  the  fource  of 
knowledge,  the  understandings  of  the  wnmen  were 
but  fhallow,  and  their  company  imintereiling  ;  a 
cafe  which  invariably  happens  in  every  country 
where  the  two  iexes  have  little  communication  with 
each  other. 

But  confinement  was  not  the  ^reateft  evil  which 
the  Grecian  women  fuffered  ;  by  other  cufloms  and 
laws  they  were  Hill  more  oppreiTed :  it  was  not  in 
their  power  to  do  any  judicial  act  without  the  con* 
fent  of  a  tutor  or  guardian  ;    and  fo  little  power, 
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even  over  themfelves,  did  the  legiflature  devolve 
upon  women,  though  ripened  by  age  and  experi- 
ence, that  when  the  father  died,  the  fon  became  the 
guardian  of  his  own  mother.  When  a  woman  was 
cited  into  court,  me  was  incapable  of  anfwerihg 
without  her  guardian  ;  and  therefore  the  words  of 
the  proclamation  were,  We  cite  A.  B.  and  her 
guardian.  In  making  a  will,  it  was  not  only  nee.  - 
fary  that  the  guardian  mould  give  his  confent,  but 
that  he  fhould  be  a  party.  Thefe  facts  mew,  that 
the  Greek  women  were  under  the  mod  complete- 
tutelage,  whereby  they  were  deprived  of  almoft  all 
political  exiltence  ;  and  teach  us  to  confider  a  guar- 
dian and  his  pupil  as  the  lubftance  and  the  fliadow, 
the  latter  of  which  could  not  exiif  without  the  for- 
mer. But  this  is  not  all;  we  have  already  men- 
tioned fome  of  the  flavifh  employments  to  which  they 
were   put,  and  mall  now  add,  that,  in  the  heroic 
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ages,  the  women  did  all  the  flavifh  and  domeftic 
offices,  even  -flich  as  were  inconfiftent  with  the 
delicacy  and  modefty  of  the  fex  ;  they  conducted  the 
men  to  bed,  dreifed  and  undreffed  them,  attended 
them  while  in  the  baths,  dried  and  perfumed  them 
when  they  came  out  of  them  ;  nor  were  thefe,  and 
fuch  other  offices  only  allotted  to  fervants  or  flaves, 
no  rank  was  exempted  from  them.  The  princefs 
Nauffica,  daughter  of  Alcinous,  carried  her  own 
linen  to  the  river  in  a  chariot,  and  having  wafhed 
and  laid  it  on  the  bank,  fat  down  by  it,  and  dined 
on  the  provifion  fhe  had  brought  along  with  her. 
When  fuch  was  the  employment  of  their  own  women 
of  rank,  we  cannot  expect  that  their  captives  mould 
ftiare  a  happier  fate  ;  accordingly,  we  find  He&or 
lamenting,  that,  fhould  Troy  be  taken,  his  wife 
would  be  condemned  to  the  mod  flavifh  drudgery ; 
and  Hecuba  bewailing,  that,  like  a  dog,  flie  was 
chained  at  the  gate  of  Agamemnon. 

In  the  flate  of  wedlock,  a  flate  of  all  others  the 
moft  delicate,  the  Lacedemonians  feem  to  have  been 
deftitute  of  all  the  finer  feelings ;  for,  defpifmg  that 
principle  of  mutual  fidelity,  which  in  fome  degree 
appears  to  have  been  cherifhed  by  every  people  only 
a  iingle  degree  removed  from  the  rudeft  barbarity, 
they,  without  any  relufrancy,  borrowed  and  lent 
wives  with  each  other  ;  a  kind  of  barter  totally  in- 
confident  with  that  fympathetic  union  of  fouls, 
which  always  does,  or  ought  to  take  place,  between 
hufband  and  wife  :  but  the  matter  did  not  end  here  ; 
for,  by  the  laws  of  Solon,  a  lufly  well-made  young 
fellow  might,  when  he  pleafecl,  demand  permiffion 
to  cohabit  with  thejwife  of  any  of  his  fellows-citizens, 
who  was  lefs  handfome  and  robufl  than  himfeif, 
under  pretence  of  raifmg  up  children  to  the  flate, 
v/bo  fhould,  like  the  father,  be  ftrong  and  vigorous ; 
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and  fuch  an  unreafonable  demand,  the  hufband  was 
not  at  liberty  to  reject :  what  Mill  further  {hews  how 
little  delicacy  exifled  in  their  connections  with  their 
wives,  is  their  conduct  in  a  war  with  the  Myfmrans ; 
when,  having  bound  ihemfelves  by  a  folemn  oath, 
not  to  return  to  their  own  city  till  they  had  revenged 
the  injury  they  had  received,  and  the  war  having 
been  unexpectedly  protracted  for  the  fpace  of  ten 
years,  they  began  to  be  afraid  that  a  longer  abfence 
would  tend  greatly  to  depopulate  their  flate ;  to 
prevent  which,  they  fent  back  a  certain  number  of 
thofe  who  had  joined  the  army,  after  the  above- 
mentioned  oath  had  been  taken,  with  full  power  to 
cohabit  with  all  the  wives,  whofe  hufbands  were 
abfent.  Nothing  can  more  plainly  difcover  the  def- 
picable  condition  of  the  Grecian  women  :  the  (late, 
as  a  body  politic,  regarded  them  only  as  inflru- 
ments  of  general  propagation ;  and  their  hufbands 
indelicately  acquiefced  in  the  idea,  which  they  never 
could  have  done,  had  they  been  actuated  by  any 
thing  but  animal  appetite,  and  had  not  that  appetite 
been  fixed  more  on  the  fex  than  the  individual. 

Whichever  way  we  turn  us  in  the  Grecian  hiftory, 
we  find  the  mod  convincing  proofs  of  the  low  con- 
dition of  their  women.  Homer  confiders  Helen,  the 
wife  of  Menelaus,  as  of  little  other  than  apart  of 
the  goods  which  were  ftolen  along  with  her ;  and 
the  reflitution  of  thefe,  and  of  her,  are  commonly 
mentioned  in  the  fame  fentence,  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  to  mew,  that  fuch  reflitution  would  have  been 
confidered  as  a  full  reparation  of  the  injury  fuftained; 
fo  that  Menelaus  did  not  place  the  crime  of  Paris  in 
having  debauched  his  wife,  but  in  having  ftolen 
from  him  to  the  amount  of  fo  much  value.  .  And 
the  fame  author,  in  celebratng  Penelope,  the  wife 
of  UiyiTes,    for    refufmg  in  his    abfence  fo    many 
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fuitors,  does  not  appear  to  place  the  merit  of  her 
conduct  in  a  fuperior  regard  to  chaftity,  or  in  love 
to  her  hufband  ;  but  in  preferving  to  his  family  the 
dowy  flie  had  brought  along  with  her,  which,  on 
a  fecond  marriage,  mufl  have  been  reflored  to  her 
father  Icarius :  and  though  Telemachus  is  always 
reprefented  as  a  mod  dutiful  fon,  we  find  him 
reproving  his  mother  in  a  manner,  which  fnews 
that  the  fex  in  general  were  not  treated  with  foftnefs 
and  delicacy  however  dignified,  or  with  whatever 
authority  inverted. 

Your  widowed  hours,  apart,  with  female  toil, 
And  various  labours  of  the  loom,  beguile. 
There  rule,  from  palace  cares  remote  and  free, 
That  care  to  man  belongs,  and  mod:  to  me. 

From  the  celebration  of  fome  of  their  public  games, 
women  were  prohibited  by  the  fevereft  penalty  :  to 
the  feftival  at  Eleufis,  they  were  not  to  go  in  cha- 
riots :  in  fome  laws,  they  were  clafled  with  ilaves ; 
women  and  ilaves  were  forbid  to  practife  phyfic.  It 
was  a  curtom  in  Greece  to  expofe  fuch  children  as 
they  thought  themfelves  not  able  to  maintain,  or 
likely  to  derive  any  advantage  from :  daughters, 
according  to  Portidippus,  being  more  coftly  in  their 
education,  and  lefs  likely  to  be  beneficial  afterward, 
were  more  frequently  treated  in  this  manner  than 
fons. 

A  man,  tho'  poor,  v/ill  not  expofe  his  fon  ; 
But  if  he's  rich,  will  fcarce  preferve  his  daughter. 

A  cuitorn  which  we  fliall  have  occafion  to  take 
notice  of,  in  the  courfe  of  this  work,  as  prevailing 
in  feveral  nations,  funk  in  ignorance  and  barbarity. 
Of  all  the  Greeks,  the  Thebans  were  the  only  peo- 
ple who  had  a  pofitive  law  againrt  this  horrid  curtom. 

Let  us  now  turn  our  eyes  to  the  other  fide  of  the 
picture,  and  take  a  view  of  the  privileges  bellowed 
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by  law  or  cufliom  on  the   Greek  women  :  though 
we  no  where  find  that  they  were  ever  admitted  to 
public  authority,  nor  even  to  fhare,  as  in  fome  coun- 
tries, the  rank  and  power  of  their  hufbands ;  yet, 
in  the  earlier .  ages,  they  had  a  vote  in  the  public 
alTemblies,  which  was  afterwards  taken  from  them. 
They  fucceeded  equally  with  brothers  to  the  inheri- 
tance of  their  fathers ;  and  to  the  whole  of  that  in- 
heritance, if  they  had  no  brothers,     But  to  this'  lad 
privilege    was    alfo    annexed   a    clog,   which    muft 
have  been  extremely  difagreeable  to  every  woman 
of  fentiment  and  feeling  ;  an  heirers  was  obliged,  by 
the  laws  of  Greece,  to  marry  her  nearer!  relation, 
that  the  eftate  might  not  go  out  of  the  family  ;  and 
this  relation,  in  cafe  of  her  refufal,  had  a  right  to 
fue  for  the  delivery  of  her  perfon,  as  we  do  for  goods 
and  chattels :  but,  on  the  other  fide,  as  it  ibmetimes 
happened  that  this  claimant  was  old  or  impotent,  it 
was  provided  by  law,  that  if  he  did  not,  in  a  conve- 
nient time,  impregnate  his  wife,  me  might  apply  to 
any  one  ihe  pleafed  for  that  purpofe. 

He  who  divorced  his  wife,  was  obliged  either  to 
return  her  dowry,  or  pay  her  fo  much  per  month 
by  way  of  maintenance,  He  who  ravifhed  a  free 
woman,  was  conftrained  in  fome  ffatcs  to  marry  her, 
in  others  to  pay  a  hundred,  and  in  others,  again,  a 
thoufand  drachmas.  But  what  reflets  more  honour 
on  the  Greeks  than  any  thing  we  find  in  their  be- 
haviour toward  women,  is  the  care  they  took  of 
female  orphans.  c  He  who  is  the  next  in  blood 
c  (fays  their  law)  to  an  orphan  virgin,  who  hath  no 
c  fortune,  mall  marry  her  himfelf,  or  fettle  a  foriune 
c  upon  her,  according  to  his  quality ;  if  there  be 
'  many  relations,  all  equally'  allied,  all  of  them, 
c  according  to  their  feveral  qualities,  mail  contribute 
4  fbmething  towards  htr  fortune.'     A&er  all,  when 
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we  impartially  confider  the  good  and  ill  treatment 
of  the  Grecian  women,  we  find  that  the  balance 
was  much  againfl  them,  and  may  therefore  conclude, 
that  though  the  Greeks  were  eminent  in  arts,  though 
they  were  illuftrious  in  arms,  in  politenels,  and 
elegance  of  manners,  the  highell  pitch  to  which 
they  ever  arrived,  was  only  a  few  degrees  above 
favage  barbarity. 

In  more  early  periods  of  the  Roman  republic,  as 
in  the  infancy  of  almoft  all  the  ancient  nations,  we 
find  every  thing  involved  in  fable  and  abfurdity: 
immortality  and  mortality  hardly  diftinguifhable 
from  each  other;  heroes,  demigods,  and  goddeffes, 
performing  almoft  every  action,  and  refiding  in  every 
grove.  Such  ridiculous  notions,  wherever  we  meet 
with  them,  afford  the  moft  infallible  proofs  of  igno- 
rance and  barbarity,  and  conftantly  vaniih  in  pro- 
portion to  the  increafe  of  reafoning  and  know- 
ledge. 

Agreeably  to  this  observation,  the  earlieft  ac- 
counts of  the  Romans  exhibit  a  rude  and  unculti- 
vated people,  but  little  acquainted  with  decency, 
and  entire  ftrangers  to  that  delicacy  which  takes 
place  between  the  two  fexes  in  nations  tolerably 
advanced  in  civilization  and  fociety.  Their  firft 
appearance,  as  an  independent  ftate,  was  as  an 
handful  of  robbers,  or  banditti;  and  one  of  the 
firft  of  their  memorable  actions,  was  the  capture  of 
fome  young  women,  to  enable  them  to  raife  up 
members  to  the  ftate  they  had  erected:  to  thefe 
women,  however,  they  behaved  in  a  manner  that 
we  have  feldom  an  opportunity  of  obierving  among 
a  people  fo  little  cultivated.  They  treated  them 
with  fo  much  kindnefs,  and  had  the  addrefs  fo  to 
pleafe  them,  that  they  abfolutely  refufed  to  be  rcf- 
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cued  from  their  ravifliers ;  but  as  many  of  our  female 
readers  may  not  be  acquainted  with  this  hiftory,  we 
{hall  P"ive  them  a  fhort  iketch  of  it. 

When  Romulus,  the  founder  of  Rome,  had 
formed  his  infant  republic,  finding  that  he  had  no 
women,  and  that  none  of  the  neighbouring  nations 
would  give  their  daughters  in  marriage  to  men 
whom  they  confidered  as  a  fet  of  lawlefs  banditti;  he 
was  obliged  by  ftratagem  to  procure  for  his  citizens, 
what  he  could  not  obtain  for  them  by  intreaty. 
Accordingly \  having  proclaimed  a  folemn  feaft,  and 
an  exhibition  of  games  in  honour  of  Equeilrian  Nep- 
tune, and  by  that  means  gathered  a  great  number 
of  people  together;  on  a  fignal  given,  the  Romans, 
with  drawn  fwords  in  their  hands,  rufhed  among 
the  Grangers,  and  forcibly  carried  away  a  great 
number  of  their  daughters  to  Rome.  The  next 
day  Romulus  himfelf  diftributed  them  as  wives  to 
thofe  of  his  citizens,  who  had  thus  by  violence  car- 
ried them  away*.  From  fo  rude  a  beginning,  and 
among  a  people  fo  fevere  and  inflexible  as  the  Ro- 
mans, it  is  not  unnatural  for  the  reader  to  expect  to 
find,  that  women  were  treated  in  the  fame  indig- 
nant,  if  not  in  a  worfe  manner,  than  they  were 
among  the  nations  we  have  already  mentioned.  In 
this,  however,  he  will  be  miftaken  ;  it  was  the  Ro- 
mans who  firft  gave  to  the  fex  public  liberty,  who 
firft  properly  cultivated  their  minds,  and  thought  it 
as  neceftary  as  to  adorn  their  bodies:  among  them 
were  they  firft  fitted  for  fociety,  and  for  becoming 
rational  companions;  and  among  them,  was  it  firft 
demonftrated  to  the  world,  that  they  were  ca'pal  ' 
of  great  actions,  and  defcrved  a  better  fate  than  t6 

f  This  is  what  we  frequently  find  mentioned  in  hiftory,   ' 
the  name  of  the  B.aoe  of  the  Sabine  Virgins. 

T 


M  THE  HISTORY 

be  fliut  up  In  feraglios,  and  kept  only  as  the  pageants 
of  grandeur,  or  inflrnrnents  of  fatisryirig  illicit  love; 
truths  which  the  fequel  of  the  hiflory  of  the  Sabine 
Women  will  amply  confirm, 

The  violent  capture  of  thefe  young  women  by  the 
Romans,  was  highly  refented  by  all  the  neighbour- 
ing nations,  and  efpecially  by  the  Sabines,  to  whom 
the  greateft  part  of  them  belonged  ;  they  fent  to 
demand  reflitution  of  their  daughters,  promifmg,  at 
the  fame  time,  an  alliance,  and  liberty  of  intermar- 
rying with  the  Romans,  fhould  the  demand  be  com- 
plied with.  But  Romulus  not  thinking  it  expedient 
to  part  with  the  only  poffible  means  he  had  of  raif- 
ing  citizens,  inflead  of  granting  what  they  aiked, 
demanded  of  the  Sabines,  that  they  iliould  confirm 
the  marriages  of  their  daughters  with  the  Romans. 
Thefe  conferences,  at  lait,  produced  a  treaty  of 
peace ;  and  that,  like  many  others  of  the  fame  na- 
ture, ended  in  a  more  inveterate  war.  The  Ro- 
mans having  in  this  gained  fome  advantages,  the 
Sabines  retired  ;  and  having  breathed  a  while,  fent 
a  fecond  embafTy  to  demand  their  daughters,  were 
again  refufed,  and  again  commenced  hoflilities. 
Being  this  time  more  fuccefsful,  they  befieged  Ro- 
mulus in  his  citadel  of  Rome,  and  threatened  imme- 
diate definition  to  him  and  all  his  people,  unlefs 
their  daughters  were  reflored.  In  this  alarming 
fituation,  Herfilia,-  wife  of  Romulus,  demanded  an 
audience  of  the  fenate,  and  laid  before  them  a  defign3 
which  the  women  had  formed  among  themfelves, 
without  the  knowledge  of  their  hufbands,  which  was, 
to  ac~l  the  part  of  mediators  between  the  contending 
parties.  The  propofal  being  approved,  a  decree 
Was  immediately  paffed,  permitting  the  women  to 
go  on  the  propofed  negociation  ;  and  only  requiring, 
that  each  of  them  fhould  leave  one  of  her  children 9 
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as  a  fecurity  that  fhe  would  return ;  the  reft,  they 
were  all  allowed  to  carry  with  them,  as  objects 
which  might  more  effectually  move  the  companion 
of  their  fathers  and  relations.  Thus  authorifed,  the 
women  laid  afide  their  ornaments,  out  on  mourning, 
and  carrying  their  children  in  their  arms,  advanced 
to  the  camp  of  the  Sabines,  and  threw  themlelves 
at  the  feet  of  their  fathers.  The  Sabine  king, 
having  afTembled  his  chief  officers,  ordered  the  wo- 
men to  declare  for  what  purpofe  they  were  come  ; 
which  Herfilia  did  in  fo  pathetic  a  manner,  that  {he 
brought  on  a  conference  between  the  chiefs  of  the 
two  nations,  and  this  conference,  by  her  mediation, 
and  that  of  the  other  women,  foon  ended  in  an  ami- 
cable alliance. 

As  a  reward  for  this  mod  important  fervice  of 
the  Sabine  women,  feveral  privileges  and  honourable 
marks  of  diftinction  were  granted  them  by  the 
ienate  ;  all  immadefl  and  licentious  difcourfes  were 
forbid  in  their  prefence,  and  no  indecent  obi  eels 
were  to  be  brought  before  them ;  every  one  was 
ordered  to  give  way  to  them  in  the  flreet.  In 
capital  cafes,  they  were  exempted  from  the  juris- 
diction of  the  ordinary  judges.  And  laftly,  their 
children  were  allowed  to  wear  a  golden  ball  hanging 
at  their  breafl,  and  to  be  cloathed  with  a  particular 
robe,  called  Fretexta.  But  all  thefe  honours  and 
priveleges  not  being  thought  fafiicient,  fome  time 
after  a  feftivalwas  inltituted,  and  called  Matronalia, 
in  honour  of  the  Sabine  matrons.  During  this 
feftival,  the  Roman  matrons  ferved  their,  fiaves  at 
table,  and 'received  prefents  from  their  hufbands ; 
facrifices  were  then  alfo  offered  to  Juno  Lucina,  to 
induce  her  to  affift  them  in  child-bearing. 
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From  a  fervice  fo  fignal,  conferred  by  women  on 
an  infant  republic,  and  from  the  peculiar  notice 
taken  of  that  fervice,  we  mould  naturally  conclude 
that  the  Romans  were  then  a  cultivated  people,  and 
that  their  women  were  treated  with  all  that  foftnefs- 
and  indulgence  due  to  the  tendernefs  of  their  fex. 
Such  a  conclunon,  however,  would  be  erroneous, 
for  the  Romans  were  at  this  period  fir  angers  to  every 
foftnefs  and  refinement  of  manners,  and  the  honours 
heflowed  on  the  Sabine  women  were  only  hidden 
and  indigefled  effuiions  of  gratitude,  which  did  not 
operate  uniformly  on  the  whole  of  their  con  duel: 
towards  a  fex  that  nature  and  obligation  ought  to 
have  rendered  dear  to  them. 

The  Roman  women,  as  well  as  the  Greeks,  were 
under  perpetual  guardianfhip,  and  at  no  age,  nor 
in  any  condition,  were  ever  truited  with  the  manage- 
ment of  their  own  fortunes  ;  they  were  in  cafe  of 
wills,  and  perhaps  in  other  cafes,,  not  admitted  as 
evidence  ;  every  father  had  a  power  of  life  and 
death  over  his  daughters ;  but  this  power  was  not 
reftridled  to  females  only,  it  extended  to  fons  as-well 
as  daughters.  Sumptuary  laws,  generally  more 
grievous  to  women  than  to  men,  as  they  reflrain 
their  mofl  darling  pafiions,  were  long  in  force  at 
Rome  :  the  Oppian  law  prohibited  them  from  having 
more  than  half  an  ounce  of  gold  employed  in  orna- 
menting their  perfon,  from  wearing  cloaths  of  divers 
colours,  and  from  riding  in  chariots  either  in  the 
city  or  a  thoufand  paces  around  it.  They  were 
itrictiy  forbid  the  ufe  of  wine,  or  even  to  have  in 
their  pofTeiTien  the  key  of  any  place  where  it  was 
kept,  for  either  of  which  faults  they  were  liable  to 
.be  divorced  by  their  hufbands ;  and  fo  careful  were 
the  Romans  in  rellraining  their  women  from  wine, 
that  they  are  fuppofed  to  have  firft  introduced  the 
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cnftom  of  falutiug  their  female  relations  and  acquain- 
tance, on  entering  into  the  houfe  of  a  friend  or  a 
icighbour,  that  they  might  difcover  by  their  breath 
whether  they  had  tailed  any  of  that  liquor.  This 
ftrictneis,  however,  began  in  time  to  be  relaxed, 
till  at  lad,  luxury  and  debauchery  becoming  too 
ftrong  for  every  law,  the  women  indulged  themfelves 
in  equal  liberties  with  the  men.  But  fuch  was  not 
the  cafe  in  the  earlier  ages  of  Rome,  Romulus  even 
permitted  hufbands  to  kill  their  wives,  if  they  found 
them  drinking  wine ;  and  if  we  may  believe  Valerius 
Maximus,  Egnatius  Meteilus,  having  detected  his 
wife  drinking  wine  out  of  a  calk,  actually  made  ufe 
of  this  permiilion,  and  was  by  Romulus  acquitted. 
And  Fabius  Pictor  relates,  that  a  Roman  lady  hav- 
ing picked  the  lock  of  a  cheft,  in  order  to  come  at 
the  key  of  a  place  where  feme  wine  was  kept,  her 
parents  fhut  her  up  and  ftarved  her  to  death. 

Women  were  liable  to  be  divorced  by  their  huf- 
bands almoft  at  plealure,  provided  the  portion  was 
returned  which  they  had  brought  along  with  them. 
They  were  alfo  liable  to  be  divorced  for  barrennefs, 
which,  if  it  could  be  confirmed  into  a  fault,  was  at 
ieaft  the  fault  of  nature,  and  might  lomeiimes  be 
that  of  the  hufband.  Such  were  the  difadvantaees 
attending  the  Roman  women,  but  they  were  not 
all  that  they  laboured  under  ;  a  few  fumptuary  laws, 
a  fubordination  to  the  men,  and  a  total  want  of 
authority^  do  not  fo  remarkably  affect  the  fex,  as 
to  be  coldly  and  indelicately  treated  by  their  huf- 
bands and  lovers.  Such  a  treatment  is  touching 
them  in  the  tender  eft  part ;  but  fuch,  however,  we 
have  reafon  to  believe,  they  often  met.  with  from 
the  Romans,  who  had  not  yet  learned,  as  in  modern 
+imes,  to  blend  the  feverities  of  the  patriot,  and 
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roughnefs  of  the  warrior,  with  that  foft  and  indulge 
ing  behaviour,  fo  confpicuous  in  our  modern  patriots 
and  heroes.  But  hufbands  not  only  themfelves  be- 
haved roughly  to  their  wives,  they  even  femetimes 
permitted  their  fervants  and  (laves  to  do  the  fame  ; 
the  principal  Eunuch  of  Juflinian  the  Second, 
threatened  to  chaftife  the  Emprefs,  his  mailer's  wife, 
in  the  manner  that  children  are  chaftifed  at  fchool, 
if  flie  did  not  obey  his  orders. 

But  to  dwell  no  longer  on  the  grievances  of  the 
Roman  women.  We  have  already  mentioned  fome 
of  their  honours  and  privileges ;  and  the  following, 
which  we  ihall  add,  will  ihew,  that  upon  the  whole, 
their  condition  was  much  preferable  to  that  of  the 
women  of  any  people  we  have  hitherto  mentioned. 

In  endeavouring  to  point  out  fome  of  the  parti- 
cular honours  conferred  on  the  Roman  ladies,  in 
periods  poiterior  to  thofe  we  have  already  run  over, 
we  lhall  not  introduce  the  flory  of  Lucretia,  whofe 
tragical  exit  was  productive  of  fo  much  blood  and 
devaluation ;  nor  of  Virginea,  whofe  end,  if  poilible, 
flill  more  tragical,  aimoif.  overturned  the  empire  of 
Rome.  Thefe  effects  were,  perhaps,  more  the 
refult  of  an  honeft  indignation  againil  ravifhers  and 
murderers,  than  proofs  of  general  regard  paid  to  the 
lex.  Beauty  in  every  country  has  had  a  power  of 
commanding  love,  and  private  friendfhips  between 
individuals  of  the  different  fexes  have  every  where 
been  productive  of  regard ;  but  when  public  honours 
and  privileges  are  granted  to  the  fex  by  a  legiilative 
body,  not  under  the  influence  of  beauty,  nor  the 
controul  of  paHion,  as  was  the  cafe  with  the  fenate 
cf  Rome,  they  are  the  Itrongeft  proofs  which  can 
poffibly  be  adduced  of  female  merit. 
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The  public  honours  conferred  on  the  Sabine  wo- 
men we  have  already  mentioned;  but  the  Romans 
did  not  confine  honorary  rewards  to  them  only,  but 
indifcriminately  bellowed  them  on  the  fex  whenever 
merited.  They  hung  up  the  diflafF  of  Tanaquil, 
the  confort  of  Tarquin,  in  the  temple  of  Hercules; 
not  only  as  a  public  reward  for  the  proper  ufe  me 
had  made  of  it,  but  alfo  to  encourage  others  to  fol- 
low fo  laudable  an  examnle.  When  Coriolanus,  in 
revenge  for  fome  affront  offered  him  at  Rome,  was 
ready  at  the  head  of  a  victorious  army  of  the  Volfci 
to  lay  that  city  in  afhes;  when  the  tears  and  prayers 
of  his  friends,  of  the  nobility,  and  even  of  the  vene- 
rable fenate,  were  infufficient  to  divert  the  flcrm; 
Veturia  his  mother,  by  the  perfuafion  of  the  Ro- 
man matrons,  having  prevailed  on  him  to  lay  afide 
his  refentment;  the  fenate  denied  that  the  women 
engaged  in  this  affair  mould  afk  any  favour  they 
thought  proper;  when,  unambitious  of  rewards, 
they  only  begged  that  they  might  be  allowed  to  build, 
at  their  own  expence,  a  temple  to  the  fortune  of 
women.  The  fenate,  furprifed  at  fo  much  difmter- 
eflednefs,  ordered  the  temple  to  be  immediately 
built  on  the  very  fpot  where  Coriolanus  had  been 
prevailed  upon  to  facrifice  his  refentment  to  the  love 
of  his  country;  which  being  completed,  Veturia  was 
confecrated  prieflefs.  A  Dictator  of  Rome  having 
vowed  to  dedicate  a  golden  vafe  of  a  certain  weight- 
to  Apollo,  and  the  fenate  not  being  able  to  procure 
a  fufficient  quantity  of  gold  to  make  it,  the  ladies 
voluntarily  parted  with  many  of  their  trinkets  for 
that  purpofe.  The  fenate,  (truck  with  the  unsoli- 
cited generofity,  decreed  that  funeral  orations  mould 
thenceforth  be  made  for  the  y/omen  as  well  as  for 
the  men,  and  that  they  mould  be  allowed  to  ride 
in  chariots  at  the  public  games. 
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The  facrcd  function  of  miniftering  at  the  altars  of 
the  gods  has,  in  moil  countries,  been  wholly  refer- 
ved  for  the  men  ;  but  this  was  not  the  cafe  at  Rome, 
they  had  prieftefles  as  well  as  priells,  who  officiated 
in  feveral  of  their  temples.     Befides  thefe,  they  had 
a  pecular  order   of  prieffeffes,  called   Veftals,  who 
refided  in  the  temple  of  Veda,  and  whofe  office  was 
to  keep  the  palladium*,  which  was  confidered  as  the 
fecurity  of  the  empire,  and  to  preferve  the  facred 
fire  of  the  goddefs  in  perpetual  vigour.     The  pre- 
rogatives  of  this  order   demonftrate  not  only  the 
confidence  which  the  Romans  had  in  their  women, 
but    alfo  the  regard   they    paid  to    their  religion. 
When  the    principal  magiftrates,  even  though  con- 
fuls,  met  a  veftal,  they  gave  way  to  her  ;  any  infult 
offered  to  a  verbal  was  puniflied  with  death;  if  any 
of  the  order  happened  to  meet  a  criminal  carrying 
to  execution,  he  was  immediately  releafed,  provided 
the  veftal  affirmed  the  meeting  was  accidental.  They 
were  the  only  women  whofe  evidence  was  received 
in  courts  of  juilice;  they  were  the  umpires  of  the  dif- 
ferences which  happened  between  perfons  of  the  firft 
rank;  they  were  allowed  the  liberty  of  being  inter- 
red in  the  city,  a  liberty  feldom  granted  even  to  their 
greatefl  heroes;  and  in  their  hands,  as  in  an  invio- 
lable afylum,  were  depofited  the  wills  and  teflaments 
of  fuch  as  were  afraid  that  frauds  and  forgeries  might 
be  committed  by  their  relations.     When  the  deifi- 
cation of  emperors  and  of  heroes  became  faftiionable 
at  Rome,  the  women  foon  alfo  infmuated  themfelves 
into  this  fpecies  of  honour;  their  flatties  were  fet 
up  in  the  temples,  and  public  facrifices  were  offered 
to,  and  incenfe  burnt  before  them.      The  higher! 
honour  that  could  be  conferred  on  a  Roman  hero, 

*  The  ftatue  of  Pallas,  which  the  Romans  believed  would 
fecure  the  city  from  being  taken  fo  long  as  it  remained  there. 


OF  WOMEN. 


153 


who  had  been  ilain  in  the  defence  of  his  country, 
was  to  be  buried  in  the  field  of  Mars ;  an  honour 
which,  in  length  of  time,  came  alfo  to  be  fliared  by 
illuftrious  women.  Among  the  Romans,  women 
generally  ate  and  drank  with  the  men,  and  in  later 
times  were  even  admitted  to  their  convivial  meet- 
ings ;  liberties,  which  in  fo  full  an  extent  we  have 
not  found  them  hitherto  enjoying  ;  they  alfo  fliared 
the  honours  and  even  titles  of  their  hufbands,  and 
at  one  period  honours  of  a  nature  not  uiually  bellow- 
ed on  the  fex  were  inftituted  for  them  only.* 

But  amid  all  thefe  honours,  and  all  thefe  public 
teflimonies  of  approbation,  we  have  reafon  to  believe 
that  the  Romans  facrificed  more  to  merit  than  to 
love;  and  that  while  their  women  fliared  with  them 
almofl  every  honour  and  every  privilege,  they  were 
in  general  treated  at  home  rather  with  the  cool  efteetn 
of  friendiliip,  than  with  the  warm  indulgence  of 
tendernefs  and  affection.  If  the  whole  tenor  of 
their  conduct  gives  us  reafon  to  think  that  fuch  was 
their  behaviour  to  their  own  women,  we  have  but 
too  many  undoubted  proofs  to  allure  us,  that  their 
captives  of  the  fair  fex  were  often  treated  even  with 
the  moll  horrid  barbarity  ;  their  political  virtue  was 
fo  rigid  and  fevere,  that  it  never  fuffered  humanity 
in  the  lead  to  interfere  wrhere  the  interefl  of  their 
country  was  concerned.  Hence,  in  order  to  ag- 
grandize the  Roman  name,  and  flike  terror  into 
conquered  nations,  they  often  dragged  beauty  and 

*  Heliogabalus  gave  his  mother  a  feat  and  vote  in  the 
fenate  of  Rome,  and  fome  time  after  inftituted  a  female  fenate, 
and  placed  her  at  the  head  of  it.  The  buiinefs  of  this  fenate  was 
to  regulate  the  important  affairs  of  drefs  and  fafhion ;  but  this 
inftitution  did  not  long  farvive  its  defpicable  founder  ;  foon  after 
his  death  it  was  diflblved  ;  nor  did  any  fucceeding  emperor  ever 
afterward  attempt  to  re-eftablifh  it. 
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grandeur  at  the  wheels  of  their  triumphal  chariots, 
and  expofed  queens  and  princeffes,  without  regard 
of  rank  or  of  fex,  to  degradations,  and  to  tortures 
that  even  a  favage  would  bluili  for.  Not  contented 
with  ravifhing,  they  alfo  fcourged  the  daughters  of 
the  Britifh  queen  Boadicea.  After  they  had  over- 
come the  army  of  the  Ambrones,  their  women  being 
in  a  fortified  camp,  for  fome  time  defended  them- 
felves ;  but  finding  they  could  not  be  able  to  hold 
out,  defired  to  capitulate,  and  required  no  other 
condition  than  that  their  chaflity  fliould  not  be  vio- 
lated ;  but  even  this  fmgle  condition  was  not  granted 
by  the  cruel  and  libidinous  Romans.  But  we  will 
not  proceed  to  blacken  the  hiftoric  page  with  a  lifl 
of  fuch  enormous  crimes. 
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CHAPTER    VII. 

The  fame  Subjed  continued. 

1  HE  Celtes,  Gauls,  Germans,  and 
other  northern  nations,  upon  whom  Tacitus  and  his 
cotemporary  writers  fo  liberally  bellow  the  epithet 
of  Barbarians,  were,  in  feveral  refpe<fts,  lefs  fo  than 
the  Romans,  who,  at  that  time,  thought  themfelves 
the  only  polifhed  people  upon  the  globe;  the  great- 
eft  part  of  thefe  nations  treated  their  women,  if  not 
with  a  politenefs,  at  leaft  with  a  regard  fuperior  to 
that  of  thofe  very  Romans  who  gave  them  fo  horrid 
an  appellation. 

In  Germany,  when  the  regal  dignity  defcended 
to  a  wroman,  they  allowed  her  to  enjoy  it,  and 
women  often  governed  with  a  fteadinefs  and  fagacity 
which  did  honour  to  the  fex,  and  excited  the  admi- 
ration o*"  the  neighbouring  nations ;  the  created. 
heroes  neither  difdained  to  fight  under  their  banners, 
nor  be  regulated  by  their  councils,  as  they  imagined 
them  to  be  endowed  with  a  kind  of  oracular  wifdora, 
and  a  prudence  more  than  human.  In  their  treaties 
with  one  another,  female  hoftages  w7ere  given  by 
the  ancient  Germans ;  and  by  thefe  they  reckoned 
themfelves  more  firmly  engaged  than  by  an  equal, 
or  even  a  fuperior  number  of  the  other  fex.  In 
their  warlike  excurfions,  they  carried  their  women 
along  with  them,  and  fometimes  even  to  the  field 
of  battle,  where  their  cries  and  fhouts  ferved  to 
intimidate  their  enemies,  and  to  animate  their  friends 
with  martial  ardour  ;  and  even  fometimes  to  inflame 
aiid  fupport  them,  when  ready  to  yield  to  fuperior 
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numbers,  or  more  fteady  difcipline.  The  approba- 
tion of  the  fair  they  efteemed  as  the  mod  honour- 
able reward  of  their  bravery,  and  for  them,  as  being 
what  they  valued  moil,  they  fought  with  the  moft 
determined  refolution.  When  they  had  turned  their 
backs  on  the  enemy,  their  wives  often  painted  fo 
pathetically  the  horrors  of  captivity,  that  they  were 
prevailed  upon,  with  double  fury,  to  return  to  the 
charge,  rather  than  fubmit  themfelves  to  fuch  indi^- 
nity.  A  civil  war  having  once  arifen  among  the 
Gauls,  to  decide  the  quarrel,  two  armies  were  drawn 
out  into  the  field,  extended  front  to  front,  and  jufl 
ready  to  commence  a  dreadful  carnage,  when  the 
women  with    difhe veiled  hair  rulhin?  in  between 

o 

them,  put  a  flop  to  the  work  of  deftru&ion,  and  had 
the  addrels  to  reconcile  them  to  each  other.  From 
that  time  forward,  the  Gauls  admitted  the  women 
to  their  councils,  when  peace  or  war  was  to  be  deba- 
ted ;  and  from  that  time  alfo,  fuch  differences  as 
a'rofe  between  them  and  their  allies  were  terminated 
by  female  negociation  ;  and,  agreeably  to  this  cuftom, 
we  find  it  ftipulated  in  their  treaty  with  Hannibal, 
that  mould  the  Gauls  have  any  complaint  againft  the 
Carthaginians,  the  matter  fhould  be  fettled  by  the 
Carthaginian  general ;  but  fhould  the  Carthaginians 
have  any  complaint  againft  the  gauls,  it  fhould  be 
refered  to  the  Gaulifh  women.  The  Goths  obliged 
him  who  debauched  a  virgin  to  marry  her,  if  fhe 
was  equal  to  him  in  rank  ;  if  not,  he  was  conftrained 
to  give  her  a  fortune  equal  to  his  own  condition  ;  if 
he  could  not  give  her  fuch  a  fortune,  he  was  con- 
demned to  death  ;  becaufe  a  woman  thus  difhonoured5 
had  no  chance  of  obtaining  a  hufband  without  a 
fortune  ;  and  becaufe  it  was  by  marriage  only  that  a 
{late  could  be  properly  peopled. 
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To  thefe  proofs  of  the  regard,  and  even  of  the 
veneration,  which  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  the 
North  paid  to  their  women,  we  fhall  add,  that  they 
confidered  them  as  having  fomething  facred  in  their 
character,  endowed  with  a  forefight  of  future  events, 
as  interpreters  of  the  Divine  will  in  this  world,  and 
as  a  part  of  the  reward  of  the  bleifed  in  the  next. 
'  The  Cimbri,'  fays  Strabo,  c  when  they  took  the 

*  field,  were  accompanied  by  venerable  hoary-headed 

*  prophetefles,  clothed   in    long  white  linen  robes.' 

*  A  crowd  of  beautiful  virgins,'  fays  the  Edda  % 

*  wait  the  heroes  in  the  hall  of  Odin,  and  fill  their 
c  cups  as  fait  as  they  empty  them.'  It  is  worth 
remarking  in  this  place,  that  many  of  the  ancient 
eaftern  religions,  and  Mahometifm,  which  was  co- 
pied from  them,  taught,  that  a  great  part  of  the  joys 
of  Paradife  confided  in  beautiful  women.  But  then 
they  were  to  enjoy  them  as  fuch ;  whereas  the 
Northerns  were  fatisfied  with  having  their  cups 
quickly  replenished  by  them  :  a  circumftance,  which 
plainly  fhews,  that  the  predominant  paffion  of  the 
Eafl  wras  love ;  that  of  the  North,  drinking. 

The  ancient  Britons  appear  not  to  have  been 
behind  any  of  the  other  northern  nations  in  the 
veneration  and  regard  paid  to  their  women ;  they 
had  tamely  fubmitted  to  every  reiterated  evil,  and  to 
every  fpecies  of  oppreffion  which  the  cruel  and  avari- 
cious Romans  had  laid  upon  them  ;  but  when  thefe 
lawlefs  deftroyers  fcourged  their  queen,  and  ravifhed 
her  daughters,  their  refentment  was  kindled,  they 
arofe  to  revenge  the  caufe  of  the  fex  ;  and  had  their 
difcipline  been  equal  to  their  valour,  they  would  at 
that  time  have  put  an  end  to  the  Roman  infults, 
and  extirpated  them  from  the  Britifh  ifles. 

*  The  Edda  is  the  facred  bock  of  the  ancient  Scandinavians 
and  other  northern  nations. 
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Though  it  appears  from  what  has  been  related, 
that  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  the  North  valued  and 
efteemed  their  women,  yet  their  conduct  towards 
them  was  far  from  being  all  of  a  piece ;  while  they 
revered  them  as  beings  infpired  with  a  ray  of  the 
Divinity,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  Afia,  from 
whence  they  originally  came,  they  at  the  fame  time 
treated  them  as  iervants,  or  rather  as  {laves.  The 
wives  and  children  were  not  allowed  to  eat  with  the 
hufbands,  but  waited  upon  them  at  their  meals, 
and  afterward  ate  up  what  they  had  left.  Among 
the  ancient  Danes,  and  feveral  of  their  northern 
neighbours,  convivial  feafling  was  more  frequent 
than  perhaps  among  any  other  people ;  almofl  every 
occurrence  and  bufinefs  was  productive  of  a  feafl, 
where  eating  and  drinking  was  carried  to  the  moil 
abominable  excefs.  But  to  fuch  feafls,  we  have 
reafon  to  believe,  the  women  were  only  admitted  as 
fervants ;  and  that  they  Hood  behind  their  hufbands 
and  friends,  fupplying  them  with  meat  and  drink, 
and  took  care  of  them  at  laft  when  their  drunkennefs 
had  rendered  them  incapable  of  doing  any  thing  for 
themfelves.  The  German  women,  like  thofe  of  the 
Greeks  and  Romans,  were  under  perpetual  guardi- 
anfliip;  but  it  was  generally  to  the  care  of  fome  per- 
fon  of  prudence  and  experience  they  were  committed, 
and  not  to  their  own  fons,  as  in  Greece.  When  any 
perfon  was  murdered,  the  laws  of  their  flates  took 
no  notice  of  it;  the  ideas  of  civil  fociety  were  not 
then  fo  much  perfected,  as  to  confider  every  indivi- 
dual as,  in  fome  degree,  the  property  of  the  commu- 
nity ;  the  relations  of  the  party  murdered  were  only 
fuppofcd  to  have  fuftaineda  lofs,  and,  therefore,  to 
the  relations  only  it  belonged  to  revenge  the  death, 
or  to  agree  with  the  murderer  for  a  fum  of  money  by 
way  of  compenfation.  Neither  of  thefe  privileges 
were,   however,  veiled  in  the  women ;  they  wcxe 
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not  allowed  to  take  vengeance,  becaufe,  perhaps, 
cruelty  and  bloodfhed  did  not  fuit  with  the  foftneis 
of  their  nature;  they  were  not  to  take  the  compen* 
fation,  becaufe  they  were  confidered  as  too  weak  and 
feeble  to  extort  it. 

In  general  the  women  of  the  North  feem  not  to 
have  been  indulged  with  much  property.  The  Viii» 
goths  were  bound  by  a  law  not  to  give  more  to  a 
wife  than  the  tenth  part  of  their  fubftance.  The 
German  women  anciently  fucceeded  not  to  any  in- 
heritance, though  afterwards  they  were  permitted 
to  fucceed  after  the  males  of  the  fame  degree  of  kin- 
dred. But  the  moil  fubordinate  of  all  female  condi* 
tions  feems  among  them  to  have  been  that  of  a  wife 
to  her  hufband.  The  hufband  of  an  adulterefs  was 
allowed  to  aifemble  her  relations,  in  their  prefence  to 
cut  off  her  hair,  ftrip  her  naked,  turn  her  out  of  his 
houfe,  and  whip  her  from  one  end  of  the  village  to 
the  other.  A  woman  thus  publicly  expofed  could 
never  wipe  away  the  (lain  of  fo  foul  an  infamy ;  the 
mod  circumfpect  behaviour  could  never  call  back  her 
loft  character,  nor  could  any  motive  ever  prevail  on 
another  to  marry  her,  though  youth,  beauty,  for- 
tune, and  every  advantage,  combined  to  all 
him. 

We  have  already  mentioned,  that  a  law  among 
the  Goths  obliged  a  man  to  marry  or  give  a  portion 
to  the  woman  he  had  debauched.  Among  the 
Angles,  and  many  other  of  the  northern  nations, 
wounds  and  injuries  were  fixed  by  law  at  a  certain 
price ;  and  a  wound  given  to  a  virgin  was  eftimated 
at  double  the  valine  which  was  fet  upon  it  when  given 
to  a  man  of  the  {{hue  rank.  If  this  law  originated 
from  a  fenfe  of  the  weaknefs  and  inability  of  the  fex 
to  defend  therafelves,    it  demonfhated  a  lesriflatur* 
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not  inattentive  to  their  intereft :  if  from  humanity, 
or  from  love,  it  mewed  in  the  men  a  degree  of  civili- 
zation, which  the  hiftories  of  thofe  ages  in  many  cir- 
cumftances  feem  to  contradict. 

The  mythology  of  all  antiquity  is  full  of  female 
as  well  as  male  deities.  The  Hebrews,  and  many 
of  their  neighbouring  nations,  worfhipped  the  Queen 
of  Heaven  ;  the  Phoenicians  adored  Aflarte  ;  the 
Scythians,  Apia  ;  and  the  Scandinavians,  Frigga,  the 
confort  of  Odin.  Wherever  female  deities  have 
obtained  a  place  in  the  religion  of  a  people,  it  is  a  fign 
that  women  are  of  fome  confequence  ;  for  we  find  in 
thofe  modern  nations  where  women  are  held  in  the 
moll  defpicable  light,  that  even  their  deities  are  all 
of  the  mafculine  gender.  As  there  were  in  the  North 
female  deities,  fo  they  had  priefteffes  who  miniflered 
in  their  groves,  and  at  their  altars.  The  Egyptians, 
Phoenicians,  Carthaginians,  and  many  other  of  the 
ancients,  offered  to  their  gods  human  victims ;  fome- 
times  of  the  male,  and  fometimes  of  the  female  gen- 
der :  the  Northerns  followed  their  example,  only 
with  this  difference,  that  we  have  reafon  to  believe 
they  never  facrificed  any  females.  Whether  they 
were  not  thought  victims  of  fufficient  importance  to 
be  offered  to  their  gods ;  whether  they  fpared  them 
from  lenity  and  indulgence ;  or  from  the  confidera- 
tion  of  the  lofs  that  population  would  fuftain  by  their 
death,  is  uncertain.  But  when  we  take  a  view  of 
the  whole  of  their  conduct  towards  the  fex,  we  are 
much  inclined  to  attribute  it  to  indulgence  and  affec- 
tion. 

As  the  inhabitants  of  the  North  were  not  diftin- 
guifhed  by  a  quicknefs  of  fenfibility,  as  they  devoted 
mod  of  their  time  to  a  paffion  for  arms,  and  to  the 
pleafures  of  the  table,  we  may  conclude  that  love 
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held  no  violent  dominion  ever  them ;  2nd  yet  they 
efteemtd  and  regarded  their  women,  forming,  in 
this  particular,  a  flriking  contrail  to  the  Afiatics  and 
other  fouthern  people,  who  have  ever  been  diflin- 
guiihed  by  the  warmefl  love,  entirely  diverted  of  the 
fmalleh1  degree  of  regard  or  efteem.  An  Afiatic, 
while  he  approaches  his  miftrefs  as  if  ihe  were  a 
divinity,  treats  her  as  a  criminal,  and  confidering 
her  as  entirely  made  for  his  pleafures;  he  is  at  the 
fame  time  her  tyrant  and  her  (lave:  while  the  North- 
erns did  not  feem  to  have  looked  on  the  fex  as  def- 
tined  for  their  pleafures,  fo  much  as  for  their  conve- 
nience and  ailiitance:  they  did  not  view  them  as 
the  flaves  of  their  power,  and  the  panders  of  their 
luff,  but  as  their  friends  and  companions;  nor  did 
they  approach  them  with  the  fawning  fubmiffion  of 
inferiors,  and  at  the  fame  time  treat  them  with  the 
haughty  difrefpect  of  fuperiors. 

In  tracing  the  hiftory  of  the  treatment  and  con- 
dition of  women  downwards  from  ihe  periods 
already  reviewed,  our  chief  bufinefs  will  be  among 
the  defendants  of  thofe  northern  natrons,  of  whom 
we  have  been  now  fpeaking  ;  who  at  length  diffatif- 
fled  with  the  cold  and  barren  regions  they  inhabited, 
where,  on  a  fcanty  and  hard-earned  pittance^  they 
dragged  out  a  miferabis  exiftence  ;  and  convinced , 
as  every  uncultivated  people  were,  that  the  fword 
gave  a  right  to  whatever  they  could  conquer  by  it  1 
fet  out  in  fwarms  towards  the  fouth,  and  in  procefs 
of  time  over-ran  all  Europe,  propagated  their  races 
and  diiTufed  their  manners  and  cufloms  as  far  as 
they  extended  their  arms, 

We  have   already    feen,  that   they  carrie 
wives  and  children  with  them  into  the  field  ;  which 
beino;  a  fcene  net  only    adapted  to  the   growth  cf 
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riot   and  debauchery,  but  where    thefe  vices    may 
more  cafily  elude  the  vigilance  of  juilice  ;  many  of 
the  iiricteit  laws  became  neceiTary  for  their  prefer- 
vatibn,  and  feveral  of  this  nature  were  enacted  by 
the  Fnmks.     When   in   the  field,  their  operations 
were   from    time   to  time  fettled    in  a    council,  of 
which  their  wives  made  a  part ;  and  when  in  danger 
of  being  defeated,  they  wTere  more  afraid  of  their 
reproaches    than  of  the    fwords  of   their  enemies. 
The  men,  conftantly  employed  in  war  or  in  drink- 
ing;, had  neither   time  nor  inclination    to    acquire 
ufeful  knowledge.     The  women,  more  at  leifure, 
from  the  little  they  became   acquainted  with,  were 
by  the  men  conlidered  as  oracles  :  they  were  fuppo- 
fed  to  be  able  to  interpret  dreams,  and  had  actually 
learned  the  virtues  of  a  few  fimples.     Hence,  both 
virgins  and  matrons  were  employed  in  drefTmg  the 
wounds   of  their   lovers   and  hufbands.     With  all 
thefe  acquifitions,  at  that  time  fo  extraordinary  as 
well  as  ufeful ;  with  all  that  majeftic  beauty,  for 
which  they  were  fo  famous  in  the  fongsof  their 
bards  ;   is  it  any  wonder,  that  the  daughters  of  the 
North  were  the  firil  who  infpired  the  men  with  fen- 
timental    feeling,    and   with    ideas    little    iliort    of 
adoration  ?  But  fuch  is  the  nature  of  man,  efpecially 
when  he  is  but  a  few  degrees  removed  from  bar- 
barity, that  while  he  adores  a  woman  for  her  beauty, 
he  fcruples  not  to  attack  and  ruin  her  virtue.     Such 
was  not  the  complexion  of  the  times  we  have  already 
delineated  ;  but  it  became  the  complexion  of  thefe 
we    are  now  confidering.     An  univerfal  fpirit    of 
piracy  and  emigration  had  crept  into  the  North  :  one 
half  of  its  inhabitants  were  conflantly  wandering  in 
quefl  of  new  adventures,  and  of  new    fettlements. 
Wanderers,    who  have  neither   property  nor   pof- 
feliions  to  ferve  as  hofcages  for  their  good  behaviour, 
are  generally  licentious  in  their  manners :  hence  it 
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became  neceffary  for  thofe  who  had  acquired  fettle- 
ments,  not  only  to  fecure  their  property,  but  alfo 
their  wives  and  children,  from  thefe  lawlefs  wan- 
derers, in  caftles,  and  in  flrong  fortifications. 

In  this  manner  women  became  flrit  fuhjecl:  to  a 
fpecies  of  confinement  in  the  North,  not  becaufe 
they  were,  as  is  alleged  in  the  South,  wicked  and 
libidinous,  but  becaufe  they  were  beautiful,  weak 
and  defencelefs.  This  confinement,  however,  not 
being  the  effect  of  jealoufy,  as  in  Afia,  but  of  pru- 
dence, and  defire  of  feeuring  their  women  from  the 
infults  of  licentious  banditti;  when  a  woman  found 
a  lover,  or  a  hufband,  to  protect  her  from  the  rude- 
nefs  and  barbarity  of  the  times,  flie  could  then  ven- 
ture abroad  with  impunity  in  his  company.  Hence 
every  woman  naturally  wiihed  to  engage  flich  a 
champion;  and  every  man  of  fpirit,  fond  of  the 
honour  arifing  from  it,  as  naturally  inlilied  himfelf 
in  the  fervice.  And  in  this  manner  arofe  the  infti  - 
tution  of  chivalry;  an  inflitution,  which,  though  it 
owed  its  birth  to  chance  and  the  neceffity  of  the 
times,  made  fo  rapid  a  prbgrefs,  that  in  a  little 
while  it  wras  fufficient  for  a  fair  lady  to  have  it  pub- 
licly known,  that  fiich  a  gallant  warrior  was  her 
declared  champion,  and  would  revenge  every  wrong 
done  to  her,  whether  in  hisprefence  or  abfence:  this 
enlarged  flill  the  circle  of  her  liberty,  and  more 
retrained  the  hand  of  infult  and  violence. 

Befides  the  title  a  young  warrior  had  to 
approbation  and  favour  of  her  whom  he  thus  de- 
fended, there  was  another,  and,  if  poflihie,  a  flill 
more  prevailing  motive,  the  love  of  glory ;  in  thefe 
times,  the  mofc  anxioudy  coveted,  and  moft  inti- 
mately connected  with  fach  generous  and  difinter- 
cltzd  actions  as  defending  the  weak,  and  refcufop 
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the  oppreffed.  All  thefd  confiderations  prompted 
the  youthful  warrior  to  take  upon  him  an  office, 
which,  while  it  flattered  his  love,  at  the  lame  time, 
by  its  acquifition  of  fame,  no  lefs  fed  and  nourished 
his  vanity :  and  as  the  man  acquired  honour,  and  the 
name  of  valour,  by  undertaking  to  defend  an  inno- 
cent and  helplefs  woman;  fo  the  woman  acquired 
an  additional  luftre,  and  the  name  of  beauty,  by 
being  thus  dirtinguifhed  by  a  gallant  champion. 
Thus  the  honour  and  intereft  of  the  two  fexes 
became  mutually  #blended  together,  and  they  reflect- 
ed additional  luftre  and  reputation  upon  each  other; 
a  truth  to  which  all  the  hiftorical  records  of  thefe 
times  bear  the  moil  ample  feftimony. 

It  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  that  in  the  fame 
periods  in  which  women  were  gradually  rifmg  into 
confequence  in  one  part  of  Europe,  they  fhould  be 
ioling  it  altogether  in  another.  While  the  Spirit  of 
chivalry  made  them  objects  almofr  of  adoration  in  the 
North,  Mahomet  had  eftablifhed  a  religion  in  Afia, 
which  diverted  them  almort  of  every  privilege,  and 
of  all  political  confequence:  this  religion,  brought 
over  into  Europe,  and  eftabliihed  in  the  Weft  by 
the  conquering  arms  of  his  fucceffors,  not  only  funk 
the  power  of  beauty  almort  to  nothing,  but  con- 
demned the  whole  of  the  lex  to  perpetual  fubordi- 
nation  and  imprifonment. 

This  is  a  rtr iking  proof,  that  the  actions  of  men 
are  regulated  by  no  fixed  principle  :  but,  in  the  ages 
we  are  confidering,  another  not  lefs  linking  is,  that 
human  nature  endeavoured  to  afliime  the  moil  con- 
tradictory appearances  j  it  endeavoured  to  blend 
ihe  meek  and  forgiving  fpirit  of  the  religion  of 
jefus,  with  the  fierce  and  intolerant  fpirit  of  war 
and  blocdfiied.     It  endeavoured  to  mix  the  foft  fen- 
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timents  of  love,  with  the  revengeful  dictates  of 
affronted  honour  ;  and  the  fame  tender  fentimenfc 
which  bound  a  lover  to  his  miftrefs,  mitigated  him, 
in  the  molt  favage  manner,  to  cut  the  throats  of  all 
thofe  who  openly  profefTed  either  to  love  or  hate  her. 
In  fhort,  nothing  had  at  this  time  acquired  any  con- 
fiftency :  religion  was  a  mixture  of  paganifm  and 
fuperftition,  and  law  was  a  compound  of  weaknefs 
and  injuftice.  While  the  pilgrim  travelled  to  Jeru- 
falem  to  obtain  forgivenefs  of  his  fins,  he  was  adding 
daily  to  the  load,  by  pillaging  and  debauchery  on  the 
way.  Religion  thus  reduced  to  penance  and  cere- 
mony, was  too  weak  to  combat  the  pafiions ;  and 
law,  if  ridiculous  in  its  modes  of  inveltigation,  was 
ilill  more  confpicuous  for  being  feeble  in  its  power  of 
execution.  In  fuch  a  criiis,  fomething  diflinct  from 
both  became  neceffary.  The  men  had  already  begun 
to  glory  in  being  the  protectors  of  fuch  women,  as 
they  were  attached  to  by  love  and  friendship  :  it 
was  but  carrying  the  idea  one  flep  farther,  from 
being  the  champion  of  a  fingle  woman,  to  become 
the  champion  of  the  whole  fex,  and  thereby  eitabliin 
a  more  complete  fyftem  of  chivalry  ;  a  thing  which 
actually  happened,  after  the  fpirit  of  crufading  had 
been  entirely  obliterated  by  a  repetition  of  unfuccefs- 
iul  attempts. 

Such  is  the  imperfection  of  our  nature,  that  to  chance 
and  neceitity  we  owe  the  far  greater  pan  of  our  ufe- 
ful  difcoveries,  as  alfo  the  further  improvement  of 
fuch  as  are  already  but  imperfectly  known.  This  was 
the  cafe  with  chivalry  :  it  originated  from  love,  ho- 
nour, and  the  neceliii ty  of  defending  women  in  the 
time  of lav.lefs  depredation,  and  had  at  firlt  for  its  ob- 
ject the  defence  of  one  woman  only:  afterward  it  ex- 
tended to  the  protection  of  the  whole  fex  ;  and  by  de- 
grees ftfetching  itfelf  fliil  wider,  its  object  became  dif- 


1 66  THE  HISTORY 

trelled  innocence,  wherever  it  was  found  jfuffering  by 
the  hard  hand  of  injuftice  and  oppreffion.  Arrived  at 
this  period,  it  was  confidered  as  the  moil  honourable 
and  exalted  of  all  profeiTions  ;  was  eagerly  courted 
by  all  ranks  of  mankind  ;  nor  were  any  candidates, 
however  elevated  in  their  ilation,  admitted  into  it, 
without  the  fulled:  credentials  of  valour,  honour,  and 
probity,  or  a  long  train  of  previous  difcipline  ;  and 
even  the  ad  million  itfelf  was  calculated  to  infpire  a 
love  of  glory  and  of  benevolence  ;  it  was  performed 
at  the  altar  by  ceremonies  no  lefs  awful  than  pom- 
pous, and  well  calculated  to  inft.il  into  the  mind  of 
the  young  hero,  the  mod  enthufiaflic  love  of  honour, 
difmtereilednefs,  and  truth. 

The  effects  of  this  inflitution,  which  at  lafl  be- 
came fo  rididculoufly  whimfical,  as  to  be  finally 
laughed  out  of  the  world  by  the  inimitable  Cer- 
vantes, were  in  the  beginning  highly  beneficial  to 
fociety:  even  war  was  diverted  of  half  its  horrors, 
when  it  was  carried  on  by  men  trained  up  in  the 
principles  of  honour  and  humanity :  weaknefs,  which 
before  had  every  thing  to  fear  from  power,  and 
hardly  any  protection  by  law,  now  began  to  enjoy 
itfelf  in  fecurity,  when  it  found  flrength  and  fidelity 
engaged  to  defend  it ;  and  as  weaknefs  was  more 
peculiarly  the  lot  of  women,  they  were  alfo  objects 
of  the  peculiar  care  and  attention  of  this  inflitution. 
Hence  they  now  began  to  feel  a  confequence,  to 
which  they  had  hitherto  been  ilrangers ;  they  were 
politely  treated  by  all,  becaufe  it  was  known  that 
their  caufe  was  the  caufe  of  chivahy.  They  were 
approached  with  fubmiiTion  by  the  brave ;  they 
were  the  judges  even  of  bravery  itfelf,  and  entruiled 
with  the  diftribution  of  the  rewards  bellowed  on  it 
at  public  tournaments ;  where  a  fmile  of  approba- 
tion on  the  .knight  to  whom  they  delivered   them. 
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was  often  confidered  by  him  as  a  greater  reward 
than  all  the  glory  he  had  acquired  by  his  invincible 
arm.  The  men  confidered  tournaments  as  the  thea- 
tres where  they  were  to  gain  applaufe  ;  and  lovers, 
as  thofe  of  acquiring  the  efteem  of  the  fair.  c  Nc- 
6  thing  (fays  a  French  hiftorian)  was  longed  for  by 
c  the  ladies  with  fo  much  impatience ;  and  this  not 
c  fo  much  from  the  pleafure  of  beholding  a  magnifi- 

*  cent  fpe&acle,  as  from  the  glory  of  prefiding  there  : 
c  it  was  by  them  that  the  prize  of  thefe  (hows  was 

*  always  diftributed  ;  they  were  the  foul  and  capital 
c  ornament  of  them :  to  animate  the  courage  of  the 
c  champions,  they  ufed  to  give  them  a  token,  which 
6  was  fometimes  a  fcarf,  a  veil,  a  coif,  a  fleeve,  a 
c  bracelet,  a  knot,  a  detached  piece  of  their  attire, 
6  and  fometimes,  a  curious  piece  of  work  of  their 
c  own  doing ;  and  with  thefe,  the  knight  decorated 
c  the  top  of  his  helmet  or  of  his  fpear,  his  fhield, 

*  his  coat  of  arms,  or  fome  other  part  o£  his  armour.' 

To  fuch  a  pitch  of  enthufiaftic  veneration  of  the 
fair  fex  did  the  inftitution  of  chivalry  carry  the  ages 
in  which  it  flourimed,  that  the  leaf!  contemptuous 
word  uttered  concerning  any  of  them,  difqualified 
a  knight  for  the  duties  and  privileges  of  his  profef- 
lion  :  and  a  lady  having  caufe  of  complaint  againft 
a  knight,  ufed  to  touch  the  helmet  or  fhield  of  his 
arms,  as  a  token  of  applying  to  the  judges,  for  a 
trial  of  his  crime ;  when,  after  proper  inquiry,  if 
the  delinquency  was  proved,  the  haplefs  culprit 
immediately  fuffered  the  penalty  of  exclufion,  and 
could  never  again  be  reflored  to  his  dignity,  but  by 
the  interceffion  of  the  fair  and  moil  folemn  urcmifes 
of  better  behaviour  for  the  future.  As  the  greatcft 
part  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  were,  in  the  times 
we  are  confidering,  of  the  order  of  chivalry,  this 


1 53  THE  HISTORY 

inftitution  was  in  that  order  a  fufficient  barrier 
againft  indecent  liberties  and  fcandalous  reports. 
But  the  lower  orders  of  men  were  not  to  be  bound 
by  the  filken  cords  of  honour  :  to  keep  them,  there- 
fore, within  the  limits  prefcribed  by  decency,  other 
motives  were  devifed  :  the  laws  of  the  Thuringians 
ordained,  that  he  who  Hole  the  clothes  of  a  woman 
while  bathing,  or  at  any  time  threw  dirty  water 
upon  her,  mould  be  feverely  fined ;  and  that  all 
compofitions  for  injuries  mould  be  doubled,  when 
the  injury  was  done  to  a  woman.  The  laws  of  the 
Franks  enacted,  that  he  who  fqueezed  the  hand  of 
a  free  woman  fhould  pay  fifteen  fols,  twice  as  much 
if  he  laid  hold  of  her  arm,  and  four  times  as  much 
if  he  touched  her  bread.  Thefe  were  powerful 
reftraints  on  indecorum  ;  and  though  they  flrongly 
mark  the  character  of  the  times,  yet  they  mew  the 
influence  of  women,  or  rather,  perhaps,  the  atten- 
tion of  the  men  to  preferve  their  delicacy,  as  well 
as  chaftity,  from  every  rude  invader. 

Arts,  fciences,  and  learning  had,  at  the  fubver- 
fion  of  the  Roman  empire,  been  almofl  totally  era- 
dicated ;  a  people  brought  up  to  obtain  every  thing 
by  the  fword,  had  no  idea  of  gaining  a  fubfiilence 
by  the  (till  peaceful  means  of  labour  and  ceconomy. 
Learning,  'and  every  art  thereon  depending,  was  for 
feveral  centuries  defpifed,  as  mean  and  contemptible  ; 
and  a  gentleman  who  had  (looped  to  become  a 
fcholar,  or  to  learn  any  thing  ufeful  in  civil  life,  was 
confidered  as  having  degraded  himfdf  for  ever. 
Among  people  thus  circumftanced,  nothing  was  fo 
difficult  as  to  make  any  improvement :  accordingly 
we  find,  that  many  of  the  middle  ages  were  more 
ftationary  than,  perhaps,  any  period  in  the  hiflory 
of  mankind. 
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Among  the  nations  who  conquered  the  Roman 
empire  the  Chriflian  religion  had  been  early  intro- 
duced ;  but  its  peaceful  precepts,  and  even  all  the 
coercive  powers  with  which  it  was  armed,  were  but 
feeble  and  unavailing,  when  oppofed  to  cufloms 
fan&ified  by  time,  and  to  minds  grown  haughty  and 
intolerant  by  fuccefs ;  and  it  was  many  ages  before 
it  could  tame  that  wild  and  romantic  rage  for  fight- 
ing,  with  or  without  caufe,  for  which  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  north  had  been  fo  remarkably  diftin- 
guifhed.  This  religion  had,  however,  another  good 
effect :  differences  of  opinion  arofe  concerning  it ; 
difputes  were  carried  on  to  decide  thefe  differences ; 
difputes  neceffanly  gave  rife  to  emulation*  and  emu- 
lation to  fome  degree  of  learning.  When  the  facul- 
ties of  the  human  mind  have  been  exerted  on  a  few 
fubjects  of  enquiry,  thefe  fubjects  began  to  multiply  ; 
and  ilill  as  they  increafe,  the  avidity  of  the  mind  in 
purfuing  them  increafes  alfo :  hence,  in  fome  mea- 
sure, we  may  fee  the  reafon,  why,  toward  the 
beginning  of  the  twelfth  century,  learning  began  to 
be  cultivated  with  fo  much  ailiduity,  though  it  had 
been  totally  neglected  before.  With  the  revival  of 
learning,  a  new  and  more  rational  importance  was 
added  to  women  :  their  former  importance  had  been 
derived  from  fhperftition,  and  a  wild  and  romantic 
fpirit  of  honour  :  their  prefent,  began  to  erect  itfelf 
on  the  foundation  of  tendernefs  and  fenfe.  What- 
ever tends  to  aggrandize  the  mind,  and  to  add  to 
the  flock  of  knowledge  and  fenfibility,  is  in  favour 
of  the  fair  fex,  and  makes  ours  laviih  frefh  endear- 
ments and  frefh  dignities  upon  them.  Accordingly, 
in  tracing  the  hiitory  of  the  middle  ages  a  little 
downwards,  we  fhall  find  that  women,  by  the  re- 
mains of  chivalry,  and  the  introduction  of  real 
politenefs,  arrived  at  a  confequence  to  which  they 
never  attained  in  any  other  period. 

Y 
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The  profelTors  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  one  feci 
only  excepted,*  never  admitted  women  to  the  dig- 
nity of  the  priefthood;  but  in  the  times  we  are 
fpeakmg  of,  they  made  great  flrides  toward  it. 
While  Charlemagne  fwayed  the  fceptre  in  France, 
ronfefTion  was  considered  as  fo  abfolutely  necelTary 
to  falvation,  that,  in  feveral  cafes,  and  particularly 
at  the  point  of  death,  when  no  pried  or  man  could 
be  had,  it  was  by  the  church  allowed  to  be  made  to 
a  woman.  And  in  the  fixteenth  century,  it  was  no 
uncommon  thing  for  church-livings,  the  revenues  of 
abbeys,  and  even  of  bishopries,  to  be  given  away 
with  young  ladies  as  a  marriage-portion.  Thus 
women  exerciied  a  kind  of  facerdotal  function ;  and 
though  they  did  not  actually  officiate  at  the  altar, 
they  enjoyed  what  many  of.  the  priefls  themfelves 
would  have  been  glad  of;  the  emoluments  of  the 
altar,  without  the  drudgery  of  its  fervice. 

When  any  material  difference  happened  between 
man  and  man,  or  when  one  accufed  another  of  a 
crime,  the  decifion,  according  to  ancient  cuflom, 
eltablifhed  by  law,  was,  to  be  by  fmgle  combat,  or 
by  the  ordeal  trial;  from  both  of  which  ridiculous 
manners  of  appealing  to  heaven,  women  were  ex- 
empted. When  a  man  had.  faid  any  thing  that 
reflected  difhonour  on  a  woman,  or  accufed  her  of  a 
crime,  fhe  was  not  obliged  to  fight  him  to  prove  her 
innocence ;  the  combat  would  have  been  unequal ; 
nor  was  ihe  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  ordeal  trial ;  it 
was  inconfiftent  with  the  delicacy  of  the  female  cha- 
racter and  conftitution;  but  lire  might  chufe  a  cham- 
pion to  fight  in  her  caufe,  or  expofe  himfelf  to  the 
horrid  trial,  in  order  to  clear  her  reputation:  fuch 
champions  were  generally  fele&ed  from  her  lovers 
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©r  friends:  but  if  fhe  fixed  upon  any  other,  fo  high 
was  the  fpirit  of  martial  glory,  and  fo  eager  the 
third  of  defending  the  weak  and  helplefs  fex,  that 
we  meet  with  no  inilance  of  a  champion  ever  having 
refufed  to  fight  for,  or  undergo  whatever  cuflom 
required  in  defence  of  the  lady  who  had  honoured 
him  with  the  appointment.  To  this  we  may  add 
another  motive;  he  who  had  refufed,  mud  inevi- 
tably have  been  branded  with  the  name  of  coward; 
and  fo  defpicable  was. the  condition  of  a  coward,  in 
thofe  times  of  general  heroifm,  that  death  itfelf 
appeared  the  moil  preferable  choice,  nay,  fuch  was 
the  rage  of  fighting  for  women,  that  it  became  cuf- 
tomary  for  thofe,  who  could  not  be  honoured  with 
the  decifion  of  their  real  quarrels,  to  create  fiiclitious 
ones  concerning  them,  in  order  to  create  alfo  a  iiecef- 
fity  of  fighting.  Thus  when,  from  its  primitive 
laudable  intention,  of  fuccouring  the  diftreffed,  chi- 
valry had  degenerated  to  a  kind  of  finical  fighting 
madnefs,  it  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  a  knight  to. 
poll  himfelf  in  fome  public  place,  and  there,  by  his 
doughty  weapons,  and  formidable  appearance,  force 
every  paifenger,  either  to  acknowledge  the  fuperior 
charms  of  his  Dulcinea,  or  fight  him  on  the  fpot. 
The  latter  of  which  feldom  happened,  unlefs,  per- 
chance, he  met  with  feme  perfon  as  in  ad  as  himfelf. 

However  much  this  may  have  the  air  and  appear- 
ance of  romantic  fiction,  it  is  neverthelefs,  verified 
by  a  number  of  hiftorical  fact?.  Nor  was  fighting  for 
the  ladies  confined  to  fin?le  initances,  crouds  of  gal- 
lants  entered  the  liils  againft  each  ether;  and  even 
kings  called  out  their  fubjecls,  at  the  commands  of 
their  miftreffes,  to  mew  their  love  to  them,  by  cut- 
ting the  throats  of  their  neighbours,  who  had  not 
in  the  leail  offended  them.  In  the  fourteenth  cen- 
tury, when  the  countefs  of  Blois,  and  the  widow 
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of  Montfort,  were  at  war  againfl  each  other,  a 
conference  had  been  agreed  on,  upon  pretence  of 
fettling  a  peace,  but  in  reality  to  appoint  a  combat, 
for  deciding  which  of  the  two  ladies  was  the  moft 
handfome:  inftead  of  negociating,  they  foon  chal- 
lenged each  other;  and  Beaumanoir,  who  was  at 
the  head  of  the  Britons,  publicly  declared,  that 
they  fought  from  no  other  motive  than  to  fee  by  the 
victory,  who  had  the  faired  miflrefs.  In  the  fif- 
teenth century,  we  find  an  anecdote  of  this  kind  ftill 
more  extraordinary.  John  duke  de  Bourbonnois 
publifhed  a  declaration,  that  he  would  go  over  to 
England,  with  fixteen  knights,  and  there  fight  it 
out,  in  order  to  avoid  idlenels,  and  merit  the  good 
graces  of  his  miftrefs:  and,  to  crown  all,  James  IV. 
of  Scotland  having,  in  all  tournaments,  profefTed 
himfelf  knight  to  queen  Anne  of  France,  flie  fum- 
moned  him  to  prove  himfelf  her  true  and  valorous 
champion,  by  taking  the  field  in  her  defence, 
againfl  his  brother-in-law,  Henry  VIII.  of  England. 
He  obeyed  the  romantic  mandate ;  and  the  two 
nations  bled  to  feed  the  vanity  of  a  woman.  War- 
riors, when  ready  to  engage,  even  invoked  the  aid 
of  their  miftreiles,  as  poets  do  that  of  the  Mufes. 
If  they  fought  valiantly,  it  reflected  honour  on  the 
Dulcineas  they  adored;  but  if  daftardly,  they  turned 
their  backs  on  their  enemies ;  the  poor  ladies  were 
dilhonoured  for  ever.  However  different  in  their 
natures  are  love  and  fighting,  the  former  was  then 
the  molt  prevailing  motive  to  the  latter.  The 
famous  Gaflon  de  Foix,  who  commanded  the  French 
troops  at  the  battle  of  Ravenna,  took  advantage  of 
this  foible  of  his  army:  he  rode  from  rank  to  rank, 
calling  by  name  his  officers,  and  even  fome  of  his 
private  men,  recommending  to  them  their  country, 
and  their  honour;  and  above  all,  to  {hew  what 
they  could  do  for  the  love  of  their  miftreffes,     The 
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fame  fpirit  which  led  the  men  to  fo  extravagant  an 
adoration  of  women,  when  in  happinefs  and  prof- 
peri  ty,  dictated  to  them,  that  even  their  punifhments, 
when  abfolutely  necelfary,  fhould  not  offend  againft 
decency.  In  the  ninth  century,  women  by  the  laws 
of  Kenneth,  king  of  Scots,  were  punifhed  by  drown- 
ing, or  burying  alive. 

From  what  has  been  now  related,  many  of  our 
fair  readers  may,  perhaps,  imagine,  that  in  the 
times  we  have  been  delineating,  women  were  more 
completely  happy,  than  in  any  other  period  of  the 
world  :  but  this  was  not  in  reality  the  cafe  ;  curtain, 
which  governs  all  things  with  the  mod:  abfolute  fway, 
had,  through  a  long  fuccefhon  of  years,  given  her 
fandtion  to  fuch  combats  as  were  undertaken,  either 
to  defend  the  innocence,  or  difplay  the  beauty  of 
women.  Cuftam,  therefore,  either  obliged  a  man 
to  fight  for  a  woman  who  defired  him,  or  marked 
the  refufal  with  eternal  infamy ;  but  cuftom  did  not 
oblige  him  in  every  other  part  of  his  deportment, 
to  behave  to  this  woman,  or  to  the  fex  in  general, 
with  that  refpect  and  politenfs,  which  have  happily 
diflinguifhed  the  character  of  more  modern  times. 
The  fame  man,  who,  in  the  middle  ages,  would,  at 
the  command,  or  for  the  defence  of  a  woman,  have 
encountered  giants,  or  gigantic  difficulties,  had  but 
little  idea  of  adding  to  her  happinefs,  by  fupplying 
her  with  the  comforts  and  elegancies  of  life  ;  and 
would  have  thought  himfelf  affronted,  had  (he  aiked 
him  to  ftaop  and  eafe  her  of  a  part  of  that  domeftic 
flavery,  which  almoft  in  every  country  falls  to  the 
lot  of  women.  But,  befides,  men  had  in  thofe  ages 
nothing  but  that  kind  of  romantic  gallantry  to  recom- 
mend them ;  ignorant  of  letters,  of  arts,  fciences, 
and  of  every  thing  that  refines  human  nature,  they 
were  in  every  thing,  where  gallantry  was  not  con- 
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cerned,  rough  and  unpolifhed  in  their  manners  and 
behaviour :  their  time  was  fpent  in  drinking,  war, 
gallantry,  and  idlenefs ;  and  in  their  hours  of  relax- 
ation, they  were  but  little  in  company  with  then- 
women  ;  and  when  they  were,  the  indelicacies  of 
.the  caroufal,  or  the  cruelties  of  the  field,  were 
aimofl  the  only  fubjects  they  had  to  talk  of.  Hence 
they  coulJ  not  be  proper  companions  for  a  fex,  who, 
flirinking  with  reluctance  from  indelicacy  and  barba- 
rity, generally  turn  their  thoughts  to  fofter  fub- 
je&s. 

In  the  fixth  century,  while  the  perfons  and  cha- 
racters of  women  were  defended  with  a  romantic 
enthufiafm,  incredible  in  our  days,  they  were,  at 
the  fame  time,  confidered  as  beings  contaminated 
with  a  certain  degree  of  pollution  ;  which,  at  par- 
ticular periods,  was  fo  great,  that  it  rendered  every 
thing  unclean  which  they  approached  ;  hindered  the 
operation  of  medicines,  the  effects  of  churning  and 
brewing,  and  even  flopped  the  growth  of  vegeta- 
bles. The  fureft  road  to  paradife  was  to  abftain 
from  women ;  they  were  not  fuifered  to  approach 
the  altar,  nor  to  touch  the  pall  which  covered  it, 
unlefs  when,  by  the  priefls,  it  was  delivered  to 
them  to  be  warned.  The  eucharifl  was  too  holy  to 
be  touched  by  their  naked  hands ;  they  were,  there- 
fore, ordered  by  the  canons  of  the  church,  to  have 
a  white  linen  glove  upon  the  hand  into  which  they 
received  it. 

From  the  fabverfion  of  the  Roman  empire,  to 
the  fourteenth  or  fifteenth  century,  women  fpent 
moil  of  their  time  alone ;  aimofl  entire  ilrangers  to 
the  joys  of  focial  life ;  they  feldom  went  abroad, 
but  to  be  fpectators  of  fuch  public  diverfions  and 
amufements  as  the  fa&ion  of  the  times  countenanced. 
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Francis  the  Firft  was  the  firft  who  introduced  women 
on  public  days  to  court ;  before  his  time,  nothing 
was  to  be  feen  at  any  of  the  courts  of  Europe,  but 
long-bearded  politicians,  plotting  the  deftruction  of 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  mankind  ;  and  warriors 
clad  in  complete  armour,  ready  to  put  their  plots  in 
execution.  In  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  centu- 
ries, elegance  had  fcarcely  any  exigence,  and  even 
cleanlinefs  was  hardly  considered  as  laudable.  The 
ufe  of  linen  was  not  known  ;  and  the  moll  delicate 
of  the  fair  fex  wore  woollen  fliifts.  In  Paris,  they 
had  meat  only  three  times  a  week ;  and  one  hun- 
dred livres  (above  five  pounds)  was  a  large  portion 
for  a  young  lady.  The  better  fort  of  citizens  ufed 
fplinters  of  wood,  and  rags  dipped  in  oil,  inftead  of 
candles ;  which  in  thofedays, werehadly  tobemetwith. 
Wine  was  only  to  be  had  at  the  fhops  of  the  apothe- 
caries, where  it  was  fold  as  a  cordial;  and  to  ride 
in  a  two-wheeled  cart,  along  the  dirty  rugged 
ilreets,  was  reckoned  a  grandeur  of  fo  enviable  a 
nature,  that  Philip  the  Fair,  prohibited  the  wives 
of  citizens  from  enjoying  it.  In  the  time  of  Henry 
VIII.  of  England,  the  peers  of  the  realm  carried 
their  wives  behind  them  on  horfeback,  when  they 
went  to  London  ;  and,  in  the  fame  manner,  took 
them  back  to  their  country-feats,  with  hoods  of 
waxed  linen  over  their  heads,  and  wrapped  in  man- 
tles of  cloth  to  fecure  them  from  the  cold.  Many 
of  thofe  things,  we  now  fuppofe,  muff  have  been 
hard  and  difagreeabJe  to  the  delicacy  of  female 
nature.  Cuftoin,  however,  mud  have  reconciled 
them  to  what  would  appear  to  us  almoft  intolerable. 
But  there  was  one  misfortune,  even  beyond  the 
power  of  cuflom  to  alleviate ;  they  were  in  perpe- 
tual danger  of  being  accufed  of  witchcraft,  and 
fullering  all  the  cruelties  and  indignities  of  a  mob. 
infligatcvl  by  fuperfhion  and  enthufiafm ;  or  being 
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condemned  by  laws,  which  were  at  once  a  difgrace 
to  humanity  and  to  fenfe  ;  even  the  bloom  of  youth 
and  beauty,  could  not  fave  from  torture,  and  from 
death ;  but  when  age  and  wrinkles  attacked  a 
woman,  if  any  thing  uncommon  happened  in  her 
neighbourhood,  fhe  was  almoft  hire  of  atoning  with 
her  life,  for  a  crime  which  fhe  never  committed. 

When  we  take  a  retrofpe&ive  view  of  thefe 
fketches,  when  wTe  compare  the  times  in  which  wo- 
men were  only  treated  with  romantic  gallantry,  and 
ftrangers  almoft  to  every  enjoyment  which  did  not 
flow  from  that  fource  ;  with  thefe,  in  which  they 
fliare  our  friendlhip,  and  partake  of  almoft  all  our 
joys,  we  cannot  hefitate  a  moment  to  declare,  that 
the  prefent  condition  of  the  fair  fex,  every  thing 
impartially  confidered,  is  greatly  preferable  to  what 
it  was  while  they  were  approached  as  demigoddeifes, 
and  in  the  fcale  of  political  fociety  treated  as  cyphers. 
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N  the  laft  chapter,  we  traced  the  condi- 
tion of  women  down  almoft  to  our  own  times,  and 
fliall  now  refume  the  fubjecl:,  by  endeavouring  to 
give  fome  account  of  the  prefent  rank  and  confe- 
quence  of  the  fex.  But  as  it  would  be  a  talk  much 
too  tedious,  and  fubjedt  us  to  many  ufelefs  repeti- 
tions, to  confider  this  fubjecl:  in  every  particular  ftate 
and  kingdom  of  the  world,  we  mall  divide  it  into 
three  diftincl:  heads.  In  the  firft,  we  mall  treat  of 
the  mod  favage  and  uncultivated  dates  of  human  life. 
In  the  next,  of  thofe  holding  a  "middle  degree  be- 
tween barbarity  and  cultivation.  And  in  the  laft, 
of  thofe  where  civil  fociety  is  arrived  to  the  greateft 
perfection. 

Man,  in  that  rude  and  uncultivated  ftate  in  which 

he  originally  appears  in  all  countries,  before  he  has 

been  formed  by  fociety,  and  inftructed  by  experience, 

is  an  animal,  differing  but  little  from  the  wild  beafts 

that  furround  him;  like  them,  fo  great  a  part  of  his 

time  is  employed  in  procuring  food,  that  he  has  but 

little  left  for  any  other  purpofe;  and  like  them  too, 

his  ideas  feldom  extend  farther  than  to  a  few  fenfual 

gratifications,  in  which  he  indulges  without  reafon, 

and  without  ceconomy :  thoughtlefs  of  the  wants  and 

hardfhips  of  to-morrow,  and,  confequently,  but  ill 

provided    againft  them.      Among  his    few  fenfual 

gratifications,    we  may  reckon  the  pleafure  arifmg 

from  his  commerce  with  the  other  fex:  if,  in  favage 

life,  we  can  call  fuch  commerce  a  pleafure,  where, 
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entire  ttrangers  to  every  reciprocal  affection,  and 
intellectual  feeling  arifing  therefrom,  men  are  totally 
indifferent  what  fentiments  their  female  partners  en- 
tertain of  them,  provided  they  fubmit  tamely  to 
fatisfying  their  appetites;  and  where  women  regard 
the  men  as  lords  and  matters,  whom,  in  all  things, 
they  are  obliged  implicity  to  obey. 

As  women  are,  by  nature,  weaker  than  men, 
their  rank  and  condition  mutt  every  where  be  inva- 
riably regulated,  by  the  etteem  and  regard  of  that 
fex.  The  etteem  and  regard  of  the  men  mutt  be 
founded  on  their  own  fufceptibility  of  nature ;  and 
that  fufceptibility  mutt  be  called  forth  into  action  by 
the  mental  qualifications  and  perfonal  beauties  of  the 
women.  In  favage  life,  unlefs  when  urged  by 
revenge,  or  delighted  with  the  chace,  men  are  dull, 
phlegmatic,  and  almoft  dettitute  of  fufceptibility: 
women  have  hardly  any  mental  qualifications ;  nurfed 
in  dirt  and  flovenlinefs,  with  but  little  ornament, 
and  ttill  lefs  art  in  difpofmg  of  it ;  burnt  with  the 
fun,  and  bedaubed  with  greafe,  they  are  objects 
rather  of  difgutt  than  defire ;  hence  they  are  not  the 
objects  of  love,  but  of  animal  appetite  only  ;  are 
feldom  admitted  to  any  diftinguifhing  rank,  and  as 
feldom  exempted  from  any  dittinguifhing  flavery. 

As  in  favage  ttates,  where  hunting,  fifhing,  and 
war  are  the  only  employments,  vigorous  exertions 
of  ttrength  and  courage  are  neceffary  :  were  women 
fufficiently  endowed  with  thefe,  they  might  fupply 
every  deficiency,  and  greatly  enhance  their  value  in 
the  eyes  of  the  men.  By  thefe,  however,  they  can 
conciliate  no  affection,  nor  arife  to  any  confequence; 
they  are  qualities  denied  them  by  nature,  and  they 
cannot  reap  the  fruit  of  what  fhe  has  not  planted. 
In  civilized  countries,  women  have  a  thoufand  arts 
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to  fupply  this  deficiency  of  flrength  and  courage,  and 
maintain  a  balance  of  power  againft  the  men  ;  arts 
which,  with  a  tolerable  afliftance  from  nature,  they 
have  brought  to  fuch  perfection,  that  they  can  often 
engage  the  heart  in  their  favour,  while  the  head  is 
againft  them :  but  in  favage  life,  caft  as  it  were  in 
the  lap  of  naked  nature,  expofed  to  every  hardftiip, 
with  every  bleak  wind  of  heaven  blowing  on  their 
head,  their  forms  are  but  little  engaging ;  with 
nothing  that  can  be  called  culture,  their  latent 
qualities,  if  they  have  any,  are  like  the  diamond 
while  inclofed  in  the  rough  flint,  incapable  of  ftiew- 
ing  any  luftre :  thus  deftitute  of  every  thing  by 
which  they  can  excite  love,  or  acquire  efteem ; 
deftitute  of  beauty  to  charm,  or  art  to  footh,  the 
tyrant  man  ;  they  are  by  him  deftined  to  perform 
every  mean  and  fervile  office,  a  fate  which  con- 
ftantiy  attends  the  weak,  where  power  and  not  rea- 
fon  dictates  the  law.  In  this  the  American  and 
other  favage  women  differ  widely  from  thole  of  Afia, 
who,  if  they  are  deftitute  of  the  qualifications 
neceffary  to  gain  efteem,  have. beauty,  ornament, 
and  the  art  of  exciting  love. 

Among  the  brute  animals  all  are  equal,  andfupe- 
rior  ftrength  only  can  acquire  fuperior  power :  thus 
the  bull  or  the  fta^  who  has  beaten  the  whole  herd, 
in  confequence  becomes  their  leader.  Exactly  the 
fame  thing  takes  place  among  favages  ;  he  who  has 
given  the  mod  fignal  proofs  of  his  courage  and 
ftrength,  atTumes  the  ri^ht  of  bein^  chief  of  the 
warriors  of  his  own  tribe  or  nation  ;  a  (ituation  in 
which  he  is  often  not  diftinguimed  by  perfonal 
ornaments,  or  by  'that  pageantry  and  -{hew,  in 
Europe  and  Afia  reckoned  fo  neceffary  an  appendage 
of  authority,  but  by  the  authority  itielf.  But  this 
right,  however  firmly  he  was  eftabliihed  in  k.  Iocs 
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not  defcend  to  any  of  his  family :  if  his  fon  afpires 
at  it,  he  mud  acquire  it  in  the  fame  manner  as  his 
father.  Their  women,  as  we  have  hinted  above, 
being"  by  nature  difqualified  from  arriving  at  emi- 
nence in  war,  are,  confequently,  for  ever  debarred 
from  arriving  at  fiiperior  rank  or  power.  In  civil- 
ized countries,  a  woman  acquires  fome  power  by 
being  the  mother  of  a  numerous  family,  who  obey 
her  maternal  authority,  and  defend  her  honour  and 
her  life.  But  even  as  a  mother,  a  female  favage 
gains  little  ;  her  children  daily  accuftomed  to  fee 
their  father  treat  her  nearly  as  a  flave,  foon  begin 
to  imitate  his  example,  and  either  pay  little  regard 
to  her  authority,  or  {hake  it  off  altogether.  Of 
this  the  young  Hottentots  afford  a  remarkable 
proof ;  the  boys  are  brought  up  by  their  mothers 
till  about  the  age  of  puberty,  when  they  are  taken 
from  them,  and  with  feveral  ceremonies  initiated 
into  the  fociety  of  the  men  ;  after  which  it  is  reck- 
oned manly  for  them  to  take  the  earliefl  opportunity 
of  returning  to  the  hut  of  their  mother,  and  beating 
her  in  the  mofl  barbarous  manner,  to  iliew  that 
they  are  now  out  of  her  jurifdi&ion :  nor  is  this  a 
private  aft,  for  fhould  the  mother  complain  to  the 
men  of  the  Kraal,  they  would  only  applaud  the 
boy,  for  fhewing  fo  laudable  a  contempt  of  the 
fociety  and  authority  of  women. 

To  fupport  this  fmgle  evidence  of  the  wretched 
condition  of  women  in  favage  life,  we  have  unhap- 
pily too  many  collateral  proofs.  The  moft  rude  and 
barbarous  ftates  of  human  exigence,  are  thofe  em- 
ployed wholly  in  frilling,  hunting,  and  war ;  and 
wTherever  we  find  the  men  altogether  employed  in 
this  manner,  we  find  the  women  either  totally 
pegle&ed,  or  deftined  to  every  flavifh,  and  to  every 
laborious  office.    In  the  Brazils,  women  are  obliged 
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to  follow  their  hufbands  to  war,  and,  fupplying  the 
place  of  beafts  of  burden,  to  carry  their  children, 
provifions,  hammocks,  and  every  thing  wanted  in 
the  field,  on  their  backs.  And  in  the  ifthmus  of 
Darien,  they  fend  their  women  along  with  warriors 
and  travellers,  to  anfwer  every  purpofe  of  our  bag- 
gage-horfes. 

In  every  defpotic  ftate  flavery  is  a  chain  ;  the 
prince  at  the  head  of  it  oppreffes  his  courtiers,  they 
opprefs  the  inferior  officers,  the  inferior  officers 
opprefs  the  whole  of  the  fubjedls,  and  every  fubject 
oppreftes  the  women ;  and  fo  contemptible  is  the 
fex,  in  fome  countries,  that  even  an  alliance  with 
the  firft  defpot  of  it,  confers  on  them  neither  dignity 
nor  privilege.  The  fovereign  of  Giaga  in  Africa, 
does  not  exempt  his  own  wives  from  the  flaviih  cuf- 
toms  of  the  country ;  one  carries  his  bow,  another 
his  arrows,  a  third  his  provifions,  &c.  ;  and  when 
he  eats  or  drinks,  they  are  obliged  all  to  fall  down 
on  their  knees  in  token  of  refpe£t.  The  wives  and 
daughters  of  his  fubje&s  are  condemned  in  the  fields 
to  toil  along  with  the  Haves,  while  the  men,  not 
lefs  cruel  than  idle,  many  times  to  flimulate  them 
to  labour,  bellow  an  equal  degree  of  correction  upon 
both.  Mamood  the  Second,  emperor  of  Hindoftan, 
at  that  time  one  of  the  richeft  and  mod  extenfive 
monarchies  on  the  globe,  contrary  to  the  cuftom  of 
his  country,  had  only  one  wife,  whom  he  obliged 
to  do  every  part  of  his  houfehold  drudgery.  One 
day  having  complained,  that  (he  had  burnt  her  fingers 
in  baking  his  bread,  and  defired  that  he  would 
allow  her  a  maid  to  aiTift  her,  c  I  am,5  faid  he,  '  only 
*  a  truftee  for  the  ftate,  and  determined  not  to 
c  burden  it  with  needlefs  expences ;'  a  fpeech  more 
adapted  to  the  patriotic  pride  of  a  Greek  or  Rosnan, 
than  to  the  luxurious  effeminacy  of  the  Eaft ;  as  it 
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demonflrated,  that  every  fpark  of  love,  and  even  of 
humanity,  were  loft  in  attention  to  his  country. 

The  fondnefs  of  a  woman  for  her  offspring  is  fo 
remarkable,  that  in  Scripture  it  is  reprefented  as  the 
moil  powerful  of  all  human  feelings :  6  Can  a  wo- 
man forget  her  fucking  child?'  Yet,  to  fuch  a 
degree  is  the  ill-ufage  of  the  fex  carried  in  fome 
favage  countries,  that  it  even  obliterates  this  feeling, 
and  induces  them  to  deftroy  the  female  children  of 
their  own  body,  that  they  may  thereby  fave  them 
from  that  wretchednefs  to  which  they  themfelves  are 
fubjecl:.  Father  Jofeph  Gumilla,  reproving  one  of 
the  female  inhabitants  of  the  banks  of  the  Oronooko, 
for  this  inhuman  crime,  received  the  following  an- 
fwer  :  *  I  wifh  to  God,  Father,  I  wifh  to  God, 
6  that  my  mother  had,  by  my  death,  prevented  the 
c  manifold  diftreiTes  I  have  endured,  and  have  yet 
c  to  endure  as  long  as  I  live  ;  had  fhe  kindly  flifled 
c  me  in  my  birth,  I  mould  not  have  felt  the  pain  of 
6  death,  nor  the  numbcrlefs  other  pains  to  which  life 
c  has  {objected  me.  Confider,  Father,  our  deplorable 
6  condition,  our  hufbands  go  to  hunt  with  their 
6  bows  and  arrows,  and  trouble  themfelves  no  far- 
'  ther ;  we  are  dragged  along  with  one  infant  at  our 
c  breaft,  and  another  in  a  baiket :  they  return  in 
c  the  evening  without  any  burden,  we  return  with 
6  the  burden  of  our  children  ;  and  though  tired  with 
c  long  walking,  are  not  allowed  to  fleep,  but  mud 
c  labour  the  whole  nipht  in  grinding  maize  to  make 
€  chica  for  them :  they  get  drunk,  and  in  their 
c  drunkennefs  beat  us,  draw  us  by  the  hair  of  the 
*  head,  and  tread  us  under  foot :  and  what  have  we 
c  to  comfort  us  for  flavery,  perhaps  of  twenty  years  ? 
c  —A  young  wife  is  brought  iu  upon  us,  and  per- 
c  mitted  to  abufe  us  and  our  children.  Can  human 
c  nature  endure  fuch  tyranny?— What  kindnefs  can 
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4  we  mew  to  our  female  children,  equal  to  that  of 
c  relieving  them  from  fuch  fervitude,  more  bitter  a 
6  thoufand  times  than  death  ?  I  repeat  again,  Would 
c  to  God,  my  mother  had  put  me  under  ground  the 
c  moment  I  was  born* !"  Perhaps  this  complaint  may 
be  a  little  exaggerated;  but  fhould  even  the  great  out- 
lines of  it  be  true,  they  fully  evince  the  deplorable 
condition  of  favage  women  :  and  that  they  may  be 
true,  appears  from  many  fimilar  inflances  among 
barbarous  nations. 

*  Shocking  as  this  description  may  appear,  it  is  greatly  ex- 
ceeded by  two  others  exhibited  by  the  Abbe  Raynal  in  his 
Hiftory  of  the  European  fettlements ;  the  one  by  the  Spa- 
niards, and  the  other  by  the  French  and  Englifh.  We  have 
thought  proper  to  mention  them  in  a  note,  as  they  are  prao 
tifed  by  people  whom  we  do  not  clafs  among  favages,  and 
therefore  we  cannot,  with  fo  much  propriety,  infert  them  in 
the  text.  Speaking  of  the  flrft  fettlement  of  St.  Domingo, 
"  The  natives,  fays  he,  were  indifcriminately  chained  together 
like  beads  ;  thofe  who  funk  under  their  burdens,  were  compelled 
to  rife  by  blows.  No  intercourfe  paiTed  between  the  fexes  but  by 
ftealth  ;  the  men  perifhed  in  the  mines,  and  the  women  in  the 
fields,  which  they  cultivated  with  their  weak  hands.  Their  con- 
ftitutions,  already  exhaufted  with  exceflive  labour,  were  (till  fur- 
ther impaired  by  an  unwholeforhe  and  fcanty  diet ;  the  mothers 
expired  with  hunger  and  fatigue,  prelling  their  dead  or  dying 
infants  to  their  breafts,  fhriveUed  and  contracted  for  the  want  of 
a  proper  fupply  of  milk.  The  fathers  either  poifoned  themfelves, 
or  hanged  themfelves  on  thofe  very  trees  on  which  they  had  juft 
feen  their  wives  and  children  expire.  The  whole  race  became 
extinct."  In  another  place,  fpeaking  of  the  flaves  of  the  Euro- 
peans in  general,  he  obferves,  "  That  fach  hard  labour  is  requi- 
red of  negro  women,  both  before  and  after  their  pregnancy,  that 
their  children  are  either  abortive,  or  live  but  a  fhort  time  after 
delivery  ;  mothers,  rendered  defperate  by  the  punilliments  which 
the  weaknefs  of  their  condition  occafions  them,  fnatch  fome- 
times  their  children  from  the  cradle,  in  order  to  frxangle  them 
in  their  arms,  and  facrifice  them  with  a  fury  mingled  with  a  fpirit 
of  revenge  and  companion,  that  they  may  not  become  th :  pro- 
perty of  their  cruel  aufters." 


i84  THE  HISTORY 

The  Greenlanders,  who  live  moftly  upon  feals, 
think  it  fufficient  to  catch  and  bring  them  on  more, 
and  would  rather  almoft  fubmit  to  ftarve,  than  affifl 
their  women  in  dragging  the  cumbrous  animals  home, 
in  Ikinning,  or  dreffing  them.  In  fome  parts  of 
America,  when  the  men  kill  any  game  in  the  woods, 
they  fix  a  mark  to  a  tree,  at  the  root  of  which  they 
lay  it,  and  travelling  many  miles  home,  fend  their 
women  to  bring  it  to  their  habitation;  a  talk  which 
their  own  lazinefs  and  pride  equally  forbid.  Among 
many  of  the  tribes  of  wandering  Arabs,  the  women 
are  not  only  obliged  to  do  every  domeftic  and  every 
rural  work;  but  alfo,  to  take  care  of  the  horfes, 
which  they  are  obliged  to  feed,  to  drefs,  to  bridle 
and  faddle  for  the  ufe  of  their  hufbands.  The 
Moorifti  women,  befides  being  obliged  to  do  all  the 
fame  kinds  of  drudgery,  have  alfo  fome  few  fields  to 
cultivate;  the  whole  of  that  labour  likewife  falls 
upon  them,  while  their  hufbands  (land  idle  fpeclta- 
tors  of  the  toil,  or  fleep  inglorious  beneath  a  neigh- 
bouring made.  In  few  favage  countries  are  women 
admitted  to  the  honour  of  eating  and  drinking  with 
the  men ;  but  are  obliged  to  (land  and  wait  upon 
them  while  at  meals,  to  ferve  them  with  whatever 
they  call  for,  and,  after  all,  to  fit  down  themfelves 
and  eat  up  therefufe  of  what  they  have  left;  which, 
unlefs  in  times  of  great  plenty,  is  commonly  but  a 
penurious  repaft.  In  Madura,  the  hufband  generally 
fpeaks  to  his  wife  in  the  moil  imperious  and  con- 
temptuous tone ;  while  fhe,  with  fear  and  trembling, 
approaches  him,  and  pronounces  not  his  name,  but 
with  the  addition  of  every  dignity  and  title  {lie  can 
devife;  while,  in  return  for  all  this  fubmiiTion,  he 
frequently  beats  and  abufes  her  in  the  mod  barba- 
rous manner.  Being  afked  the  reafon  of  fuch  a  beha- 
viour, one  of  them  anfwered,  c  As  our  wives  are 
c  fo  much  our  inferiors,  why  mould  we  allow  them 
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*  to  eat  and  drink  with  us?  If  they  commit  faults, 
c  why  flioukl  they  not  differ  corredHon?  It  is  their 
c  bufinefs  only  to  bring  up  our  children,  pound 'out 
c  rice,  make  our  oil,  and  do  every  other  kind  of 
'  drudgery,  purpofes  to  which  only  their  low  and 
'  inferior  natures  are  adapted,5 

Amongf  fome  of  the  negroes  on  the  coaft  of  Gui- 
nea,  a  wife  is  never  allowed  to  appear  before  her 
hufband,  nor  to  receive  any  thing  from  his  hand, 
but  in  a  kneeling  pofture.  In  fome  parts  of  America 
women  are  not  allowed  to  be  prefent  at  their  temples, 
or  join  in  their  religious  affemblies;  and  in  the  houies 
where  the  chiefs  meet  to  confute  on  affairs  of  ftate, 
they  are  only  fuffered  to  enter  and  feat  themfelves  on 
the  floor,  on  each  fide  of  the  paffage.  In  Hindof- 
tan  they  are  not  allowed  to  give  evidence  in  any 
court;  and  fo  difficult  is  it  to  fliake  off  the  cuftoms 
of  barbarity,  that  this  privilege  was  but  lately  granted 
them  in  Scotland.  Some  of  the  Caribs,  who  are 
remarkable  for  the  flavery  of  their  women,  being 
afked,  why  they  held  them  in  fubjeclion  r  c  We 
f  fubjecl:  our  women,'  faid  they,  c  becaufe  they  are 
c  weaker  than  us,  while  in  Europe  a  whole  nation 
c  of  you  fubmit  to  one  man,  who  is  perhaps  not  fo 
c  ftrong  as  any  of  you  ;  and  even  fometimes,  we  are 
'  told,  to  one  woman,    a  thing  of  which  we  have 

*  no  idea.'  In  the  kingdom  ofPotany,  fo  low  is 
the  condition  of  women,  that  numbers  of  female 
Haves  are  kept  by  the  great,  not  to  fatisfy  the  appe- 
tite of  their  matter,  nor  to  do  his  neceffary  biifinefs, 
but  to  be  hired  out  to  ftrangers  for  the  purpofes  of 
proftitution.  Many  of  our  readers  Ave  prefume,  are 
not  ignorant  of  the  Circaffian  cuitom  of  breeding 
young  girls,  on  pnrpofe  to  be  fold  in  the  pi  nar^ 
ket  to  the  higheh:  bidder.     But  we  decline  t 

3 eel:,  afraid    that   if  the  matter  be  fcrupuloufiy  e: 

A  a 
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mined  into,  it  will  be  found,  that  women  are  in  fome 
degree  bought  and  fold  in  every  country  whether 
favage  or  civilized. 

To  all  thefe  indignities  offered  to  the  fex,  we 
may  add  the  general  cuftom  in  many  favage  countries, 
of  prefenting  their  wives  and  young  women  indil- 
criminately  to  (trangers  for  hire;  of  making  them 
dance  naked  before  them ;  and  of  divorcing,  and 
even  in  fome  places  of  Tartary*,  of  deilroymg  their 
wives  almod  at  pleafure.  Such,  in  general,  is  the 
picture  of  favage  life ;  more  particular  figures  might 
eaiiiy  be  added  to  the  group  of  which  it  is  compofed, 
but  we  are  afraid  that  it  is  already  fufficiently  dif- 
gufting  to  our  fair  readers,  and  would  not  willingly 
make  it  more  fo.  Women  fo  oppreffed  with  flavery 
and  irritated  by  ill  ufage,  can  have  no  affection  for 
their  hufbands,  and  but  little  for  their  children  ;  and 
when  an  opportunity  of  fhaking  off  the  yoke  is 
offered,  it  is  no  wonder  that  they  betray  the  one, 
and  leave  to  fortune,  or  trample  upon,  the  other. 
This  was  verified  in  the  women  of  South  America. 
When  the  Spaniards  firft  arrived  in  thofe  regions, 
the  fex  foon  difcovered  that  they  treated  them  in  a 
very  different  manner  from  that  of  the  natives,  and 
while  the  unfortunate  remains  of  the  men  were  en- 
deavouring to   feparate  themfelves  from  the  fword 

*  Of  this  Dr.  Cook  relates  a  recent  example,  "  Some  young 

u  men  belonging  to  my  hofpital,"  fays  he,    "  returning  home 

u  one  evening,  and  having  been  overtaken  with  liquor,  as  they 

"  pafTed  by  the  Kalmuck  tents  they  went  in  and  gave  a  woman 

"  liquor  to    intoxicate    her ;    the   hufband   not   being    prefent 

*'  gave  them  opportunities  of  ufing  what  liberties  they  pleafed; 

u  in  fhort,  it  was  faid  fhe  was  caught  by  her    hufband  in  the 

"  very  act.     He  difmiffed  her  guefts  without  quarreling    with 

*'  them,  put   his   wife  to  death,  and,  next  morning,  I,  with 

!i  others,  faw  them  draging  the  dead  body  towards  a  bridge, 

"  from  the  middle  of  which  he  threw  it  into  the  river." 
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that  purfued  them,  by  iminenfe  deferts,  and  almoft 
impenetrable  forefts;  the  women  ran  in  crowds  over 
the  bodies  of  their  murdered  hufbands  and  children, 
to  enjoy  a  confequence  and  kindnefs  in  the  arms  of 
the  Spaniards,  which  fo  much  the  more  delighted 
them,  as  they  had  never  been  accuftomed  to  it.  To 
the  attachment  of  thefe  women  we  may,  in  a  great 
meafure,  afcribe  the  conquer!  of  the  New  World; 
they  ufually  ferved  the  Spaniards  as  guides,  fre- 
quently procured  them  fubfiftence,  and  fometirites 
betrayed  the  confpiracies  formed  againd  them. 

Although  fuch  in  general  is  the  behaviour  of  feva- 
ges  toward  their  women,  yet,  like  all  other  human 
actions,  that  behaviour  is  not  fo  uniformly  of  a  piece., 
as  not  to  admit,  now  and  then,  of  being  chequered 
with  fomething  which  has  more  the  appearance  of 
foftnefs  and  of  humanity.  This  inconfiftency  of 
behaviour,  more  or  lefs,  takes  place  in  all  nations, 
and  is  an  inconteftible  proof  that  manners  and  cuf* 
toms  are  every  where  more  the  offspring  of  chance, 
than  of  fyftematic  arrangement.  Among  the  Hurons, 
and  Iroquois,  though  women  are  in  every  other 
refpeft  treated  as  Haves,  fuch  is  the  power  of 
matrons  over  their  own  families,  that  they  can  pre- 
vail upon  them  to  go  to  war,  or  dehR.  from  it,  as 
they  pleafe;  and,  if  a  matron  even  wifhes  to  engage 
in  a  war  party,  anyone  who  is  not  connected  with 
her,  either  with  a  view  to  appeafe  the  ghofts  of  any 
of  her  {lain  relations,  or  to  procure  prifoners  to  Rip- 
ply their  places,  (he  has  only  to  make  hint  a  prefent 
of  a  collar,  or  a  necklace  of  fhells,  which  operates  as 
the  mandate  of  a  fair  lady  did  in  the  times  of  chivalry, 
and  feldom  fails  of  engaging  the  champion  to  take  up 
the  hatchet  in  her  favour. 
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When  the  Iroquois  return  from  war,  if  they  have 
taken  any  prisoners,  they  conftantly  fet  apart  fome 
of  them  for  the  ufe  of  the  public,  and  tliefe  the 
council  of  the  naticm  difpofe  of  as  they  think  proper. 
But  fuch,  in  this  particular,  is  the  power  of  the 
mothers  of  families,  that  they  may,  if  they  pleafe, 
invalidate  this  determination  of  the  council,  and  dif- 
pofe of  the  prifoners  otherwife,  or  become  fole  arbi- 
treffes  of  the  life  or  death  of  fuch  as  have  been  ab- 
folved  or  condemned  by  it.  We  have  already  ob- 
ferved  that  the  dignity  of  a  chief  among  ravages, 
depending  upon  perfonal  prowefs,  is  commonly  elec- 
tive. Among  the  Hurons  it  is,  however,  not  only 
hereditary,  but  defcends  in  the  female  line,  fo  that 
it  is  not  the  fon  of  the  chief,  but  his  filler's  fon  who 
fucceeds  him  ;  and  if  this  whole  line  be  extinct,  then 
the  fole  power  of  chiifing  another  chief  is  veiled  in 
the  noblefl  matron.  Every  Huron  chief  is  afTifled 
by  a  council,  and  one  of  this  council  muft  be  chofen 
out  of  every  diftiiiguifhed  family  ;  this  choice  too  is 
the  prerogative  of  the  women,  and  they  may,  and 
even  fometimes  do,  appoint  one  of  their  own  fex. 
It  is  farther  related  by  fome  authors,  that  every 
thing  among  this  people  is  tranlacled  in  the  name 
of  the  women ;  but  thofe  who  have  had  the 
bed  opportunities  of  being  acquainted  with  their 
politics  allure  us,  that  this  authority  is  no  more 
than  nominal,  and  that  the  men  acquaint  the  women 
only  with  fuch  affairs  as  they  think  proper,  and 
make  ufe  of  their  names  as  in  other  countries  one 
does  the  feal  of  an  office. 

Among  the  Natches  the  fupreme  authority  is 
alfo  hereditary,  and  defcends  not  only  in  the  female 
line,  but  feems  to  devolve  equally  on  a  male  and 
female  of  that  line  ;  the  male  is  called  the  man  chief, 
and  the  female  the  woman  chief.     The  woman  chief 
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is  not  the  wife,  but  the  filler,  or  other  neareft 
female  relation  of  the  man  chief.  She  is  attended 
by  as  numerous  a  retinue,  and  has  the  fame  autho- 
rity, deference,  and  refpect,  as  the  man  chief  ;  but 
thefe  are  not  all,  flie  has,  befides,  the  moil  fingular 
female  privilege  that  hidory  gives  any  account  of: 
when  flie  dies,  not  only  her  hufband,  but  even  all 
her  retinue,  are  obliged  to  follow  her  into  the  other 
world,  that  (he  may  there  be  ferved  and  attended 
upon  by  them,  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  this.  We 
fhall  have  occafion  to  mention  afterward,  that  in 
the  Ead  it  has  been  a  cudom  time  immemorial,  for 
wives  to  burn  themfelves  on  the  funeral  pile  of  their 
deceafed  hufbands,  and  for  the  Haves,  and  even 
horfes  of  the  great,  to  be  buried  with  them,  in 
order  to  ferve  them  in  the  other  world  ;  but  this  is 
the  only  indance  we  find  of  a  hufband  being  obliged 
to  facrifice  himfelf  to  the  manes  of  his  wife ;  and 
even  this  indance  will  not  fo  much  excite  our  amaze- 
ment, when  we  confider  that  the  Natches  worfhip 
the  fun,  and  that  the  woman  chief  is  by  them  held 
as  a  defcendant  of  that  luminary  ;  while  the  man  to 
whom  (he  is  married  is  but  a  common,  and  generally 
an  inferior  mortal,  that  flie  may  the  more  eafily 
govern  and  enflave  him  in  life,  as  well  as  at  death, 
and  in  the  world  to  come.  Something  fimilar  to 
this  is  practifed  by  the  Africans  about  Zaara,  where 
birth  and  rank  impart  to  forne  women  a  right  of 
chufing  a  huiband,  whom  they  keep  in  extreme 
fubje£tion,  and  even  condemn  to  the  mod  abject 
ilavery,  when  diffatisfied  with  his  conduce  or  con- 
defcenfion.  The  fiders  of  the  Grand  Seipmior  are 
alio  generally  married  to  the  officers  of  that  tyrant, 
whom  they  govern  with  the  mod  abfolute  fway. 
From  this  honour  and  deference  paid  to  the  woman 
chief  among  the  Natches,  we  fliould  naturally  ima- 
gine that  the  condition  of  their  women  iliould  be 
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in  general  preferable  to  what  it  is  among  other 
favages  ;  and  we  meet  with  a  few  anecdotes  in  their 
hiftory,  which  feem  to  hint  that  fome  other  females, 
hefides  the  great  woman  chief,  have  particular  pri- 
vileges and  honours  conferred  on  them  ;  but  how- 
ever this  be,  it  is  certain  that  the  fex  are  in  general 
condemned  to  the  fame  flavery  as  in  other  parts  of 
America. 

Among  the  few  female  privileges  which  glimmer 
through  the  horrid  fcene  of  favage  life,  that  of  per- 
fonal  liberty  is  undoubtedly  the  treated  ;  the  love 
of  favages  is  feldom  direcled  fo  much  to  any  indivi- 
dual as  to  the  fex  in  general ;  hence  they  have  lit- 
tle jealoufy,  at  leafl  not  enough  to  prompt  them  to 
confine  their  women  :  but,  though  in  many  favage 
countries  they  are  fo  far  from  being  jealous  of,  that 
they  will  even  offer  their  wives  to  ftrangers ;  in 
others,    they  feem  tenacious  of  the  rights  of  the 
hufband,  and  afraid  of  every  ftrange  invader.     Cap- 
tain Wallace,  in  his  paffage  through  the  flraights  of 
Magellan,    having  fent  out  a  boat  to  go  on  fhore, 
fome  of  the  natives  who  were  on  board  his  fhip^ 
leaped  into  their  canoes  and  paddled  after  her,  Clout- 
ing and  making  a  great  noife  ;  the  people  in  the  fhip 
could  not  underftand  the  meaning  of  this,  thofe  in 
the  boat  were  as  much  at  a  lofs,  till  they  approached 
the  fhore,  when  they  difcovered  fome  women  ga- 
thering mufcles  among  the  rocks,  who,  on  hearing 
the  alarm  from  their  countrymen,  ran  away  as  fad: 
as  they  could  fcour.     No  people  feem   more  rude 
and  barbarous  than   the  inhabitants   of  this  coai% 
and  yet,  from  this  fear,  it  feems  they  are  not  en- 
tirely flrangers  to  jealoufy;  a  paflion,  which,  though 
far  from  being  the  general  char  after  i  flic  of  favages. 
is  yet  in  feveral  other  places  to  be  found  among  them. 
But  then,  it  is  commonly  the  paroxyfm  of  an  hour 
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which  rages  violently  and  again  fubfides,  till  a  new 
occafion  call  it  forth,  and  not  that  fettled  and  cau- 
tious fufpicion  of  warmer  regions,  and  half  zWilh 
people,  to  whom, 

trifles  light  as  air, 

Are  confirmations  (hong,  as  proofs  of  holy  writ. 

That  women  ftiould  have  much  property,  among 
a  people  who  hardly  pollers  any  thing  but  the  provi- 
sions of  the  prefent  hour,  and  the  empty  walls  of  a 
miferable  hut,  is  not  to  be  expecled  ;  of  what  little 
there  is,  they  have,  however,  commonly  a  mare  ; 
but  the  clothes,  arms,  and  utenfils  belonging  to  ra- 
vages, being  often  buried  along  with  them,  and  the 
land,  for  the  mod  part,  the  property  of  the  commu- 
nity, there  is  feldom  any  thing  to  inherit  that  is 
worth  transmitting  from  one  generation  to  another. 
Dignity  is  hereditary  only  among  the  Hurons  and 
Natches ;  in  almoil  every  other  barbarous  country 
it  is  but  imperfectly  known.  Authority  is  derived 
folely  from  perfonal  Strength  and  courage,  and  hardly 
attended  with  any  badges  of  distinction.  In  polite 
countries,  women  fhare  in  fome  degree  the  autho- 
rity, and  generally  the  honour  of  their  huibands ;  in 
favage  life  they  fhare  in  neither.  It  is,  however,  of 
fome  little  advantage  to  be  married  to  a  War  chief, 
arid  in  fome  places  to  be  the  mother  of  a  numerous 
family,  who  can  provide  for,  or  defend  them  when 
neceftary.  The  privilege  of  precedency,  "which  in 
Europe  has  the  power  of  fafcinating  almoft  every 
female  mind,  does  not  disturb  the  peace  of  lavages, 
nor  kindles  up  a  fpark  of  envy  in  their  brea 
What  we  formerly  obferved  of  the  women  of  the 
ancient  Germans,  Celtes,  and  Gauls,  may  be 
equally  applied  to  the  favage  women  of  the  prefent 
times  ;  they  are  commonly  their  only  physicians  and 
Surgeons,  and,  in  fome  cafes  are  poffeffed  of  ferret  . 
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by  which  they  have  cured  difeafes  that  have  baffled 
the  fid  11  of  expert  European  phyficians.  This  fome- 
times  procures  them  a  little  more  regard,  and  gives 
them  a  greater  confequence  than  they  would  other- 
wife  enjoy,  but  they  derive  ftill  a  greater  degree  of 
confequence  from  a  fuperftitious  fource  ;  many  of 
them  are  fuppofed  to  be  endowed  with  a  fupernatu- 
ral,  or  magical  power  of  curing  difeafes,  and  mak- 
ing difcoveries  in  futurity ;  ignorance  often  applies 
to  thefe,  to  recover  what  it  has  loft,  or  to  procure 
what  it  defires ;  and,  however  they  may  be  treated 
at  others  times,  they  are  fure,  on  thefe  occafions,  to 
have  the  liberty  of  doing  and  directing  as  r  they 
pleafe. 

From  thefe  rude  fcenes  of  uncultivated  nature, 
where  the  ills  attend  on  female  life  are  fo  numerous, 
and  its  privileges  fo  few;  let  us  now  turn  our  eyes 
towards  fuch  people  as,  in  their  progreilive  ftate, 
have  {hook  off  the  rudenefs  of  the  moil  lavage  bar- 
barity, and  are  beginning  to  advance  to  a  focial  and 
civil  condition. 

The  firfl  ftep  which  a  people  funk  in  brutality  of 
manners  commonly  make  towards  cultivation,  is  by 
beginning  to  beftow  fome  attention  on  the  future,  as 
well  as  on  the  prefent  hour,  and  to  provide  againft 
thofe  times  of  fcarcity,  whofe  feverity  their  own 
neglect  and  inattention  has  brought  upon  them  fo 
often,  and  with  fuch  accumulated  mifery ;  this,  a 
little  confideration  eafiiy  points  out  to  them  to  be 
mod  readily  accomplished,  by  turning  from  the  pre- 
datory to  the  paftoral  ft  ate ;  and  fo  having  conftantly 
in  their  poffeflion  a  flock  of  tame  animals,  any  of 
which  they  can  take  and  ufe  at  fuch  times  and  fea- 
fons  when  they  cannot  find  a  fupply  of  provifions  in 
the  rivers  and  forefts  around  them.     In  this  ftate 
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are  the  greateft  part  of  the  wandering  hordes  of 
Tartars  and  Arabs,  who,  by  pafturage  alone,  pro- 
cure to  themfelves  no  uncomfortable  fubfiftence.  As 
this  is  but  one  ftep  in  the  progrefs  from  ravage  to 
civil  life,  the  progrefs  of  female  improvement  has 
among  them  advanced  but  one  ftep  alfo  ;  the  paflion 
for  drefs,  a  paflion  fo  natural  to  the  fex,  wherever 
they  meet  with  the  lead  kind  indulgence,  begins  to 
fliew  itfelf ;  while  among  the  rudeft  ravages,  it  is 
repreiTed  by  unkindnefs,  and  often  obliterated  by 
oppreflion.  Women  only  drefs  to  give  an  addi- 
tional luftre  to  their  charms,  and  only  wifh  to  be 
charming  to  pleafe  the  men  ;  but,  where  the  love 
of  the  men  is  directed  more  to  the  fex  than  the  indi- 
vidual, a  woman  has  no  motive  to  excite  even  a  wifh 
of  being  fuperiorly  beautiful  On  the  contrary, 
where  love  is  directed  more  to  the  individual  than 
to  the  fex,  where  the  men  diltinguiih  by  a  peculiar 
attention  and  regard  her,  who  has  the  art,  by  or- 
nament and  drefs,  to  appear  more  charming  than 
her  companions,  who  are  not  lefs  beholden  to  na- 
ture; there,  the  moil  powerful  motive  to  appear 
beautiful  is  held  out.  The  paflion  for  ornament 
among  the  Tartars  and  Arabs  proceeds  from  this 
fource :  the  men  are  fond  of  feeing  their  wives  loaded 
with  finery,  and  will  undergo  any  hardihip,  or  part 
almoft  with  any  thing  but  their  horfes,  to  procure  it 
for  them. 

There  are  a  variety  of  places  in  Africa,  and  even 
fome  in  Afia,  where,  although  the  inhabitants  have 
arrived  at  the  paftoral  date,  they  appear  but  a  little 
removed  from  the  barbarity  of  the  mere  fiflier  and 
hunter ;  but,  where  they  have  carried  the  ideas  of 
aflbciation  and  civilization  fo  far,  as  to  apply  them- 
felves to  agriculture,  they  are  in  general  fomewhat 
more  humane,  and  the  effects  of  that  humanity  (hew 

Bb 
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themfelves,  in  fome  parts  of  their  behaviour,  to  the 
fair  fex  ;  we  are  not,  however,  to  imigine  that  this 
rule  is  general,  but,  like  all  others,  liable  to  many 
exceptions. 

On  fome  parts  of  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  the 
women  are  even  fo  far  diftinguifhed  as  to  have  a 
vote  in  their  public  affemblies ;  while  in  many- 
others,  their  condition  is  wretched  beyond  our  ima- 
gination. On  the  banks  of  the  Niger,  the  women 
are  generally  handfome,  if  beauty  can  confift  in 
fymmetry  of  features,  and  not  in  colour ;  they  are 
modefl,  affable,  and  faithful,  and  an  air  of  inno- 
cence appears  in  their  looks  and  in  their  language, 
which  is  inexpremhly  foft ;  their  men,  not  infen- 
fible  of  thefe  perfections,  treat  them  with  a  friend- 
fhip,  and  a  foftnefs  of  love  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
frigid  ideas  of  a  northern.  When  we  approach 
more  towards  the  Eaft,  the  complexion  and  cha- 
racter of  the  Africans  become  worfe.  Situated  in 
an  ungrateful  foil,  hardly  improvable  by  culture, 
they  are  obliged  to  fubfift  moftly  upon  the  produce 
of  their  bow  and  of  their  hook  ;  their  wemen  have 
not  the  amiable  modefty,  nor  engaging  beauty. of 
thofe  on  the  banks  of  the  Niger ;  their  language, 
like  the  foil  they  inhabit,  is  harih  and  dfagreeable  ; 
and  they  are  to  the  men  objects  of  but  little  love, 
and  have  almoil  no  political  confequence. 

In  the  ifland  of  Formofa,  and  among  fome  tribes 
of  the  Peruvians,  daughters  are  more  regarded  than 
fons,  becaufe,  as  foon  as  a  woman  is  married,  con- 
trary to  the  cuflom  of  other  countries,  fhe  brings 
her  hufband  home  with  her  to  her  father's  houfe, 
and  he  becomes  one  of  the  family  ;  fo  that  parents 
derive  fupport  and  family-ftrength  from  the  mar- 
riage of  a  daughter;  whereas  fons,  on  their  marriage, 
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leave  the  family  for  ever.  Befides  the  inhabitants 
of  the  banks  of  the  Niger,  there  are  feveral  other 
people  in  Africa  who  do  not  treat  their  women  with 
that  rudenefs  and  barbarity,  which  we  mould  natu- 
rally expect  from  a  people  fo  little  cultivated.  In 
particular  there  is  one  tribe  diflinguiihed  by  the 
name  of  Pholeys,  whole  conltant  maxim  is,  if 
pofiible,  to  live  in  peace  ;  who  are  no  indifferent 
proficients  in  fome  of  the  arts  of  civil  life ;  and, 
perhaps,  fecond  to  no  people  on  earth  in  benevo- 
lence and  humanity :  their  women  have  all  the 
advantages  of  fociety,  and  all  the  indulgence  of 
friendfhip  and  love. 

Though  pafturage,  agriculture,  and  every  thing 
that  brings  mankind  into  fociety,  is  generally  in 
favour  of  women;  yet  the  firil  efforts  of  a  people  in 
agriculture  commonly  lay  an  additional  load  of  labour 
on  the  flioulders  of  that  fex ;  fo  that  they  lofe,  at 
firft,  by  an  inftitution,  which  afterwards  turns 
greatly  to  their  advantage.  This  is  the  cafe  in  many 
parts  of  Alia  and  Africa;  imperfectly  acquainted  with 
the  cultivation  of  the  ground,  it  yields  them  but  an 
indifferent  increafe ;  to  cultivate  it  is,  therefore,  con- 
fidered  as  an  employment  not  worthy  of  the  time  of 
men,  but  only  fit  for  women,  who  cannot  in  any 
other  thing  employ  themfelves  to  greater  advantage. 
Hence,  to  all  the  labours  to  which  they  had  formerly 
been  accuftomed,  is  added .  thofe  of  digging  the 
ground,  fowing.  the  feed,  and  reaping  the  harvefl ; 
toils  which,  in  a  fultry  climate,  rnuu  be  exceedingly 
difagreeable  to  the  delicate  confutations  of  a  fex, 
which  nature  feems  to  have  formed  for  fofter  pur- 
pofes.  But  we  have  already  had  occafion  to  enume- 
rate too  many  of  the  evils  to  which  that  fex  are  fub- 
je&ed;  we  fhail  therefore  now  rather  trace  their  im- 
provement towards  that  date  in  which  we  find  them 
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in  polifhedTociety,  than  backwards  to  that  favage 
one,  over  which,  for  the  fake  of  humanity,  we 
would  wifh  to  throw  a  veil. 

Though  politenefs  teaches  us  to  confider  the  con- 
finement of  women  as  an  unlawful  exertion  of  fupe- 
rior  power,  and  to  ihudder  at  it  as  an  unmerited 
feverity ;  yet  we  find  it  pra&ifed  almoft  all  over  Afia, 
Africa,  and  even  in  fome  parts  of  Europe:  but  what 
feems  rather  extraordinary,  is,  that  wherever  it 
takes  place,  it  affords  a  demonftrative  proof  of  the 
inhabitants  •  being  arrived  fome  degrees  farther  in 
civilization  than  mere  favages,  who  have  hardly  any 
love,  and,  confequently,  as  little  jealoufy;  who, 
not  regarding  their  women  fo  much  as  to  be  felici- 
tous about  their  good  behaviour,  give  loofe  to  their 
freedom,  and  are  unconcerned  about  their  con- 
duct 

This  confinement  of  the  fex,  which  we  mall  have 
occafion  to  difcufs  more  fully  afterward,  does  not 
appear  to  be  extremely  rigid  in  the  empire  of  the 
Mogul  ;  it  is,  perhaps  lefs  fo  in  China,  and  in  Japan 
hardly  exifts.  In  the  dominions  of  the  Grand  Sig- 
nior,  women  are  more  ftrictly  guarded ;  and  in  Per- 
fia  have,  time  immemorial,  hardly  enjoyed  the  leaft 
degree  of  liberty  5  fo  powerful  is  the  rage  of  jealoufy, 
and  fo  rooted  the  opinion  of  female  frailty.  But 
though  women  are  confined  in  the  Turkifh  empire, 
they  experience  every  other  indulgence;  they  are 
allowed,  at  ftated  times,  to  go  to  the  public  baths; 
their  apartments  are  richly,  if  not  elegantly  furnifhed; 
they  have  a  train  of  female  ilaves  to  ferve  and  amufe 
them :  and  their  perfons  are  adorned  with  evey  coftly 
ornament,  which  their  fathers  or  hufbands  can 
afford :  in  fhort,  their  fituation,  upon  the  whole, 
feems  (o  eligible,  that  lady  Montague  fcruples  not  to 
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affirm,  that  they  are  the  only  free  and  happy  women 
on  the  globe ;  though  we  rather  fufpecl-,  that  her 
ladyfhip  would  not  have  changed  her  Englifh  freedom 
for  all  the  finery  and  gloom  of  the  firfl  Haram,  or 
even  of  the  feraglio  of  Conftantinople.  Notwith- 
ftanding  the  ftri&nefs  of  confinement  in  Perfia,  their 
women  are  treated  with  feveral  indulgences ;  perhaps 
to  divert  their  attention  from  brooding  on  the 
wretchednefs  of  their  fituation,  they  are  loaded  with 
the  fined  filks,  and  ornamented  with  the  jewels  of 
the  Eaft;  but  all  thefe  trappings,  however  elegant, 
or  however  gilded,  are  only  like  the  golden  chains 
fometimes  made  ufe  of  to  bind  a  royal  prifoner. 

The  Mahomedan  women,  in  the  empire  of  the 
Mogul,  are  rather  of  more  confequence  than  either 
in  Turkey  or  Perfia.  Among  the  lower  and  mid- 
dling ranks,  they  are  not  flri&ly  confined;  and  in 
the  feraglio,  they  fometimes  acquire  no  fmall  influ- 
ence over  the  defpot,  at  whofe  frown  fo  extenfive  an 
empire  trembles.  Noor-Jehan,  whom  we  formerly 
mentioned  by  the  name  of  Mher-ul-NifTa,  having 
become  the  favourite  wife  of  the  emperor  Jehangire, 
foon  afterward  placed  her  own  relations  in  almoft  all 
the  principal  employments  of  the  empire,  introduced 
fuch  luxury  and  magnificence,  that  to  ufe  the  words 
of  an  oriental  writer,  '  expenfive  pageants,  and  fump- 
6  tuous  entertainments,  became  the  whole  bufmefs 
6  of  the  court ;  the  voice  of  mufic  never  ceafed  by 

*  day  in  the  ftreet,  and  the  {ky  was  enlightened  at 
6  night  with  fire-works  and  illuminations:  her  name 

*  was  joined  with  that  of  the  emperor  on  the  current 
6  coin;  (he  was  the  fpring  which  moved  the  ma- 
<  chine  of  the  flate;  her  family  took  rank  immedi- 
6  ately  after  the  princes  of  the  blood  and  were  admit- 
£  ted  even  to  the  moil  fecret  apartments  of  the  ferag- 

*  lip/     Such,  however,  was  only  the  influence  of 
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fuperior  beauty,  and  fuperior  fenfe  ;  it  was  not  com- 
mon for  women  to  govern  in  this  manner  ;  though 
they  frequently  moved  in  degrees  of  inferior  confe- 
quence.  The  feraglios  of  people  of  rank  are  guard- 
ed with  a  flricler  feverity  than  thofe  of  the  lower  or- 
der ;  fuch  people,  every  where,  have  a  mixture  of 
pride  and  jealoufy,  which  far  furpaffes  the 
fimple  feelings  of  the  clown  :  befides  the  difagreea- 
blenefs  of  perfidy  in  his  women,  the  grandee  adds  to 
it,  the  {tain  which  his  honour  would  fuffer,  fhould 
any  of  them  be  corrupted  by  one  of  inferior  qua- 
lity ;  and  even  the  women  themfelves  are  faid  to 
glory  in  their  confinement,  as  it  conceals  them  from 
vulgar  eyes ;  and  there  have  been  inftances,  where 
they  rather  chofe  to  be  burned  to  death,  when  their 
apartments  had  accidentally  taken  fire,  than  fubmit 
to  the  indelicacy  of  being  expofed  to  public  view. 

Where  fo  great  a  number  of  wives  and  concu- 
bines are  allowed,  an  almofl  unlimitted  power  is 
neceffary  to  reftrain  them  from  the  utmofl  diforder 
and  confufion.  This  power  is  the  fame  defpotifm  in 
miniature,  which  prevails  in  the  ftate ;  and  has  the 
fame  effect  upon  the  paffions,  reducing  them  all  un- 
der the  dominion  of  fear.  Even  female  jealoufy, 
which,  in  other  countries,  tranfports  the  foul  into 
the  regions  of  fury  and  defpair,  is  curbed  within 
the  walls  of  a  Haram  ;  the  women  may  there  repine 
in  fecret,  but  they  muft  clothe  their  features  with 
cheerfulnefs  when  their  lord  appears ;  contumacy 
only  draws  down  on  them  immediate  punifhment ; 
they  are  degraded,  chaflifed,  divorced  ;  and  even 
put  to  death,  according  to  the  degree  of  their  crime, 
or  the  indignation  they  have  excited :  their  friends 
may  murmur  in  fecret  at  their  fate  ;  but  there  is  no 
redrefs  in  the  laws  of  their  country,  nor  does  pub- 
lie  juftice  take  any  cognizance  of  the  affairs  of  the 
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Haram.  Though  the  laws  of  Hindoftan  fuffer  wo- 
men thus  to  be  abufed,  yet  fo  facred-are  their  per- 
fons,  that  they  muft  not  in  the  leaft  be  violated, 
nor  even  looked  at  by  any  one  but  their  hufbands. 
This  female  privilege  has  given  an  opportunity  of 
executing  many  confpiracies ;  warriors,  in  fuch  car- 
riages as  are  ufually  employed  to  convey  women, 
have  been  often  conveyed,  without  examination,  into 
the  apartments  of  the  great ;  from  whence,  inftead  of 
iffuing  forth  in  the  fmiles  of  beauty,  they  have  ruflied 
out  in  the  terror  ofarms,  and  laid  the  tyrant  at  their  feet. 

The  concealment  of  their  women  is  a  facred  tenet 
among  the  Mahomedans  of  Hidoftan  ;  even  brothers 
cannot  vifit  their  fillers  in  private  ;  and  ftrangers 
muft,  upon  no  account,  fee  them ;  for  another  to 
be  confcious  of  the  exiftence  of  a  man's  wives  feems 
even  a  crime ;  and  he  looks  furly  and  offended  if 
their  health  is  enquired  after  :  in  every  country, 
honour  confifts  in  that  which  a  man  is  moll  folicitous 
to  fecure  ;  this,  in  Hindoftan,  is  the  chaftity  of  his 
wives ;  a  point,  without  which,  the  Afiatic  muft 
not  live.  This  opinion  the  defpot  always  encoura- 
ges ;  as  the  poffeflion  of  the  women  of  his  mod 
powerful  iubje&s,  is  the  beft  pledge  of  their  fidelity, 
when  without  the  reach  of  his  immediate  chaftife- 
ment :  when  the  governor  of  a  province  falls  under 
the  fufpicion  of  his  prince,  the  firft  ftep  taken  againft 
him,  is,  an  order  that  he  {hall  fend  his  women  to 
court :  if  he  fends  but  one,  though  far  from,  being 
his  greater!  favourite,  fhe  is  confidered  as  the  moft 
inviolable  fecurity  for  his  good  behaviour  :  if  he  he- 
fitates,  or  promifes  obedience  at  fome  future  period, 
when  it  fhall  be  more  convenient,  he  is  immediately 
declared  a  rebel  ;  his  affection  for  the  woman 
whom  he  fent  as  a  hoftage,  is  not  confidered  as  the 
tie  which  binds  him  to  fidelity,    but  his  honour  is 
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placed  in  her  perfon  -y  and  that  honour,  in  cafe  of 
difloyalty,  would  be  in  the  power  of  his  fovereign  to 
violate.  So  facred  are  women  in  India,  that,  even 
in  the  midfl  of  flaughter  and  devaflation,  the  com- 
mon foldier  leaves  them  unmolefted  ;  the  Haram  is 
a  fanctuary  againft  all  the  licentioulhefs  of  viclory  ; 
and  ruffians,  covered  with  the  blood  of  a  hufband, 
flirink  back  with  veneration  from  the  fecret  apart- 
ment of  his  wives.  Whether  this  depends  upon 
cuftom,  or  on  religion,  is  uncertain ;  but  it  is  not 
altogether  confined  to  India.  At  Conftantinople, 
when  the  Sultan  fends  an  order  to  flrangle  a  ftate- 
criminal,  and  to  feize  on  his  effects;  the  ruffians, 
who  execute  it,  enter  not  into  the  Haram,  nor  touch 
any  thing  belonging  to  the  women. 

But  in  fpite  of  all  this  feeming  veneration,  this 
facrednefs  of  perfon,  the  women  of  Afia  are,  in  ge- 
neral, only  a  kind  of  cyphers,  held  up  to  be  the  fport 
of  fortune ;  fubje&ed,  not  only  to  the  nod  of  a  tyrant 
lord,  but  alfo  to  his  eunuchs,  ftill  more  mercilefs 
and  tyrannical.  Educated  in  a  manner  which  tends 
only  to  debafe  their  minds,  by  obliterating  their  vir- 
tues ;  torn  with  jealoufy  and  chagrin,  even  their 
pleafures  are  joylefs ;  and  in  a  very  few  years,  their 
period  of  youth  and  beauty  being  over,  that  of  neg- 
lect, which  is  long  a.nd  unfupportable,  commences. 
Solomon  had  threefcore  queens,  and  fourfcore  con- 
cubines ;  but  a  petty  Hindoo  chief  has  been  known 
to  have  two  thoufand  women  confined  within  the 
walls  of  his  Haram  ;  and  appropriated  to  his  plea- 
fure  only.  Strange  that  the  rights  of  humanity 
and  of  population  fhould  be  fo  publicly  violated ! 
but  they  are  not  violated  by  the  Afiatics  alone  ;  the 
Europeans,  caught  with  the  contagion,  have  imitated 
their  example.  The  Portugueze,  after  their  firfl 
fettlement  in  India,    became  fo   debauched,    that 
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many  of  them  had  feven  or  eight  concubines ;  which 
they  did  not  confine  like  ihc  natives,  but  obliged 
them  to  labour,  and  forced  from  them  the  money 
they  had  earned  ;  nor  have  other  Europeans  re- 
frained from  debaucheries,  which  diferaced  their 
religion  and  their  humanity. 

The  whole  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  Hin- 
doftan,  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Hindoos,  are 
divided  into  claffes,  or  cads,  every  one  of  which 
rifes  gradually  in  rank  and  dignity  above  another ; 
and  every  one  of  which  moil  rigidly  keeps  within 
itfelf,  nor  ever  mixes,  either  by  marriage  or  any 
kind  of  connection,  with  thofe  beneath  it :  hence 
women  have  not,  as  in  other  countries,  an  opportu- 
nity of  advancing  themfelves  by  marriage ;  being 
obliged  to  marry  into  the  call  to  which  they  belong  : 
the  Hindoo  women  are  not,  however,  guarded  with 
that  flridtnefs  and  feverity,  which  is  exercifed  over 
the  Mahomedans.  In  fome  places,  even  thofe  of 
confiderable  rank  appear  publicly  in  the  ilreet.  In 
Ethiopia,  the  women  are  of  more  confequence  than 
among  the  Mahomedans,  or  Hindoos  of  Alia.  Pon- 
cet  tells  us,  that  the  filler  of  the  reigning  emperor, 
while  he  was  there,  had  a  palace  of  her  own, 
appeared  frequently  in  public,  mounted  on  a  mule 
richly  caparifoned,  and  Surrounded  by  four  or  live 
hundred  women,  founding  tabors  and  fineing  verfes 
in  her  praife.  In  China,  which,  for  politenefs  of 
manners,  is  little  inferior  to  any  part  of  Europe, 
women  feem  to  enjoy  the  fame  rank,  and  to  (hare 
in  the  honours  and  dignities  of  their  hufhands. 
The  emperor  may  raife  to  the  dignity  o^  emprefs, 
any  one  of  his  women  whom  he  pleifes  ;  and  we 
are  informed  by  Duhalde,  that  on  an  oc-cafion  of 
this  nature,  *  after  all  the  great  orEcers  and  man- 
'  darins  had  naid  their  compliments  to  the  emperor, 

C  c 
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6  the  princeffes  of  the  blood,  and  all  the  ladies  of 
c  the  firft  quality,  with  the  wives  of  the  great  man- 
c  darins,  went  to  the  palace  ;  into  which  being 
c  introduced,  according  to  their  rank,  by  a  miftrefs 
4  of  the  ceremonies,  the  fird  eunuch  prefented  6dm- 
c  felf,  whom  the  miftrefs  of  the  ceremonies  thus 
i  addrefTed :  I  humbly  befeech  the  emprefs,  in  be- 
6  half  of  this  affembly,  to  vouchfafe  her  prefence, 
<  and  place  herfelf  on  the  throne  ;  which  me  having 
6  done,  all  the  ladies  made  two  curtfies,  fell  on  their 
6  knees,  and  (truck  their  foreheads  again  ft  the 
6  ground  ;  then  flood  up,  in  the  fame  order,  in  the 
c  profcundeft  filence,  while  the  emprefs  defcended 
£  from  the  throne  and  withdrew.'  Though  honours 
of  fuch  a  nature  are  paid  to  a  Chinefe  emprefs,  and 
to  every  woman  according  to  her  rank,  yet  the  fair 
fex  are  hardly  entrufted  with  any  property,  and 
have  no  fortunes.  Circumftances  which,  though  at 
firft  view  we  may  confider  as  an  affront  and  indig- 
nity, are,  notwithftanding,  among  the  Chinefe, 
fymptoms  of  love  and  regard.  That  wife  people, 
felicitous  of  their  own  happinefs,  and  of  that  of  the 
fex,  endeavour,  by  this  means,  to  prevent  a  woman 
from  being  chofen  as  a  wife,  on  the  fordid  motives 
of  intereft  and  avarice.  A  wife,  therefore,  being 
conftantly  chofen  from  love,  and  having  no  feparate 
intereft  from  that  of  her  hufband,  nor  any  indepen- 
dence to  render  her  undutiful  and  impertinent,  the 
chain  of  matrimony,  which  in  many  other  countries 
is  made  of  iron,  is,  in  China,  only  a  filken  cord. 
In  Japan,  the  women  of  the  Deyario,  or  great 
hereditary  emperor  and  high  prieft,  feem  to  be 
venerated  and  honoured  in  a  degree  not  much  infe- 
rior to  himfeif.  And  in  Siam,  we  ha.ve  an  account, 
by  Kempfer,  of  a  funeral  of  one  of  their  queens ; 
fo  magnificent,  as  to  leave  no  room  to  doubt  that 
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the  women  are  not  confidered  there  in  a  defpicable 
light. 

Before  we  take  our  leave  of  Ana,  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  obferve,  that  the  account  here  given  of 
the  condition  of  their  women  ;  an  account  ftrangely 
chequered  with  good  and  evil,  but  in  which  the  evil, 
for  the  moil  part,  greatly  predominates,  may  be 
materially  diiferent  from  the  ideas  conceived  of  it 
by  our  fair  readers,  who  have  formed  their  opinions 
from  eaftern  tales  and  romances ;  which,  if  not 
contradicted  by  facts,  would  impofe  upon  us  a  belief, 
that  their  women  were  the  moft  beautiful,  and  the 
mod  happy  beings  in  the  creation  ;  becaufe  the 
men  constantly  approach  them  in  the  moft  fubmiffive 
manner,  while  every  flowery  epithet,  for  which  the 
eaftern  language  is  fo  remarkable,  hangs  upon  their 
tongue  ;  and  every  promife  they  make,  is  to  laft 
for  life,  or  for  eternity.  But  the  revcrfe  of  the 
picture  fhews  us,  that  they  keep  in  the  crueleft 
fubjection  and  confinement,  the  beings  they  feem  to 
adore  ;  and  while  they  appear  to  humble  themfelves 
at  their  feet,  are  actually  the  jailors  who  confine, 
and  the  tyrants  who  enflave  them.  Even  among 
the  Chinefe,  whom  we  may  reckon  the  politeft  of 
the  Afiatics,  wives  are  fometimes  ftrangled  at  the 
death  of  their  hufoands,  that  they  may  go  and  ferve 
them  in  the  other  world. 

Such  as  we  have  defcribed,  is  the  condition  of 
women,  among  many  of  thofe  people  who  hold  a 
kind  of  middle  rank,  between  favage  barbarity  and 
civilization;  but  as  the  culture  of  manners,  and  of 
the  focial  principle  among  mankind,  does  not  always 
proceed  upon  an  uniform  plan,  but  is  varied,  accord- 
ing to  the  genius,  to  the  neceffities,  and  to  a  thou- 
fand  other  circumftances,  we  find  one  nation  often 
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excelling  another  in  one  or  two  points  of  refinement, 
while  in  every  other  point  of  the  fame  kind,  it  is 
greatly  behind  it.     Thus,   in  Otaheite,    an   ifland 
lately  difcovered  in  the  South  Sea,  the  inhabitants, 
though  hitherto  unacquainted  with  any  part  of  the 
globe,  but  a  few  more  iflands  fcattered  around  them ; 
though  fons  of  pure  nature,  and  almofl  entirely  fed 
and  clothed  by  her  hand;  though  without  the  leafl 
knowledge   of  art,    or  glimmering  of  fcience,    are, 
neverthelefs,  focial  among  themfelves,  civil  and  po- 
lite to  the  fair  fex,  allowing  them  every  rank  and 
dignity,  and  even  the  fupreme  authority  of  the  ifland, 
when  it  is  their  birth-right;  treating  them  with  a 
deference  and  indulgence,  which  the  weaknefs  and 
foftnefs  of  their  nature  feems  to  require;  and  yet, 
though  they  have  carried  their  politenefs  thus  far; 
though   the   two  fexes  conftantly  live  together  in 
promifcuous  fociety ;  at  meals,  which  bring  the  peo- 
ple of  polite  nations  together,  the  fexes  in  Otaheite 
are  feparated.  The  women  fometimes  ferve  the  men 
at  their  repafls;  but  never  eat  with  them,  or  iri 
their  company ;  fo  that  it  is  prefumable,  the  action 
of  eating  or  drinking  is,  in  this  ifland,  ranked  among 
the   number  of  female  indelicacies:  we,    who  are 
conftantly  ufed  to  other  manners  and  cuftoms,  reck- 
on it  extraordinay  that  women  ihould  refufe  to  eat 
in  the  prefence  of  men;  but  it  is  frill  more  extraor- 
dinary, that  fome  of  the  chiefs  of  this  people,  either 
from  a  principle  of  pride,  or  for  fome  other  reafon 
that  we  are  not  acquainted  with,  will  not  deign  to 
put  any  thing  into  their  own  mouths,  but,  like  chil- 
dren, muft  be  conftantlv  fed  by  their  women.     Per- 
haps  the  fame  caufe,  which  induces  the  Otaheitean 
to  this    flabbering    dignity,   operating    in    Europe, 
would  induce  a  man  to  be  ferved  in  plate,  or  to  ride 
in  his  coach;  in  the  Eafl,  to  burn  coflly  perfumes, 
add  more  beauties  to  thofe  already  languishing  in  his 
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feraglio,  and  more  flaves  to  thofe  who  attend  on  his 
perfon;  and,  in  America,  to  hang  more  of  the 
ghaftly  fpoils  of  war  round  his  body,  and  add  to  the 
natural  ferocity  of  his  vifage,  by  painting  himfelf 
frightful. 

It  is  fomewhat  remarkable,  that  over  the  greatefl 
part  of  America,  which,  at  prefent,  may  be  called 
the  native  country  of  favage  barbarifm,  the  men 
have  in  general  but  one  wife;  while  in  Afia  and 
Africa,  where  they  are  commonly  a  little  more  civi- 
lized, an  unreflrained  polygamy  mould  ftill  take 
place;  and  that,  while  in  many  other  refpecls  they 
treat  their  women  better,  this  cuflom,  which  gives 
them  their  rivals  for  their  infeparable  companions, 
fliould  not  have  been  abolifhed.  But  fo  permanent 
and  unalterable  are  '  the  curtains  of  the  Eail,  and 
particularly  this  of  a  plurality  of  wives,  that,  in  all 
probability,  it  will  be  among  the  lad  of  the  chains  of 
female  flavery  that  will  be  broken;  and  if  we  can 
believe  many  of  the  mifTionaries,  who  were  fent  to 
propagate  Chriftianity  among  them,  there  were  none 
of  the  precepts  of  that  religion,  which  they  found  fo 
much  difficulty  of  making  them  conform  to,  as  that 
of  confining  themfelves  to  one  wife;  a  thing  which 
they  thought  fo  abfurd  and  unreafonable,  that  they 
could  not  believe  it  to  be  agreeable  to  the  will  of 
the  great  Lord  of  the  univerfe. 
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CHAPTER     IX. 

The  fame  Subjecl  continued. 


N  thefe  imperfect  iketches,  which  wc 
have  already  given  of  the  rank  and  condition  of  an- 
cient and  modern  women,  we  are  forry  to  fay,  that 
it  was  long  before  we  found  them  getting  into  pof- 
feffion  of  the  common  rights  of  mankind ;  that  at 
prefent,  in  more  than  one  quarter  of  the  globe, 
they  are  the  moil  abject  flaves  ;  and  in  much  more 
than  another,  perpetual  prifoners :  while  in  that 
little  corner  of  it,  called  Europe,  they  only  pofTefs 
the  confequence  to  which  they"feem  entitled  by  na- 
ture, in  the  fcale  of  intelligent  beings.  It  is,  there- 
fore, with  pleafure  we  now  arrive  at  that  part  of 
our  hiftory,  which  leads  us  to  coniider  their  condi- 
tion in  polifhed  and  civil  fociety  ;  which,  in  other 
words,  is  confidering  it  only  in  Europe ;  after  hav- 
ing feen  it  in  a  light,  which  does  fo  little  honour  to 
our  fex,  and  adds  fo  much  wretchednefs  to  theirs,  in 
every  other  part  of  the  globe. 

But  though  the  fair  fex  are,  in  Europe,  com- 
monly treated  with,  an  affection  and  indulgence, 
which  in  other  parts  they  are  either  quite  Grangers 
to,  or  only  enjoy  on  particular  occafions ;  yet,  as 
all  Europe  is  not  equally  cultivated  in  manners,  the 
condition  of  women  is  not  in  every  part  of  it  equally 
eligible, 

Ruffia,  which  we  confider  as  an  European  na- 
tion, though  comprehending  in  its  dominions  a  part 
of  Afia,  has  only  begun  a  few  years  ago  to  affurae  the 
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poliih  of  the  Europeans ;  and  is  as  yet  far  from  hav- 
ing attained  that  foftnefs  of  behaviour,  which  mttft 
diftinguiih  every  people  before  they  can  treat,  with 
propriety,  a  fex,  whofe  acute  feelings,  both  of  body 
and  of  mind,  demand  lenity  and  indulgence.  The 
condition  of  women  in  Ruffia  is,  therefore,  much 
lefs  defirable  than  it  is  in  England,  France,  or  Italy. 
A  late  emprefs  of  Ruffia,  as  a  punifliment  for  fome 
female  frailties,  ordered  a  moil  beautiful  young  lady 
of  family  to  be  publicly  knouted,  in  a  manner 
which  was  hardly  lefs  indelicate  than  fevere.  The 
fame  emprefs,  at  another  time,  allowed  feveral  la- 
dies of  the  firft  quality  to  fuffer  the  punifliment  of 
the  knout  publicly,  and  afterwards  to  have  their 
tongues  cut  out  :  while  thefe  cruel  fentences  were 
executing,  they  were  expofed  on  the  backs  of  men, 
with  no  covering,  but  a  fcarity  petticoat.  Such 
were  the  Ruffians  only  a  few  years  ago ;  when  in 
every  other  part  of  Europe,  and  even  among  people 
whom  we  call  barbarians,  the  law,  when  necefTarily 
obliged  to  inflict  punifliment  on  female  delinquents, 
never  violated  the  rules  of  decency.  It  has  been  af- 
ferted  by  many  travellers,  that  a  Ruffian  bride,  on 
her  wedding-night,  prefented  the  bridegroom  with 
a  whip  of  her  own  making,  in  token  of  her  fubjec- 
tion ;  and  thought  herfelf  much  flighted,  if  he  did 
not  immediately  make  a  trial  of  it  upon  her  perfon. 
Later  travellers,  however,  affiure  us,  that  if  ever 
fuch  cuftom  did  exill,  they  could  find  no  remaining 
traces  of  it  at  prefent. 

Thou  eh  the  women  at  Peterfburo-  are  not  confined 
to  their  apartments,  they  go  little  abroad,  being  but 
juf!  emerging  from  a  flate  of  barbaritv.  In  their 
converfation,  and  their  actions,  there  is  hardly  any 
thing  of  that  foftnefs  and  delicacy  which  diflinguifnes 
the  fex  in  other  parts  of  Europe  ;   even  their  exer- 
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cifes  and  diverfions  have  more  of  the  mafculinethan 
the  feminine.  The  prefent  emprefs-,  with  the  ladies 
of  her  court,  fometim.es  divert  themfelves  by  Ihoot- 
ing  at  a  mark.  Drunkennefs,  the  vice  of  almofl 
every  cold  climate,  tfiey  are  fo  little  afhamed  of, 
that  not  many  years  ago,  a  lady  would  have  returned 
to  the  houfe  of  her  friend  the  next  day,  to  thank 
her  for  doing  her  the  pleafure  of  making  her  drunk 
the  day  before  ;  nor  is  it  long  fmce  the  regulations 
for  the  aifemblies,  at  the  court  of  Peterfburgh,  con- 
tained this  remarkable  article  ;  an  article  which, 
perhaps,  is  flill  extant :  '  And  it  is  further  ordered, 
6  that  ladies  mail  not  get  drunk  upon  any  pretence 
4  whatever,  nor  gentlemen  before  nine  o'clock.' 

However  unfavourable  this  account  of  the  Ruffian 
women  may  appear,  their  condition  is  far  from  be- 
ing fo  defpicabfe,  as  we  might  from  thence  naturally 
imagine.  They  mare  the  rank  and  fplendour  of  the 
families  of  which  they  are  fprung,  and  of  the  huf- 
bands  with  whom  they  marry,  and  even  the  fupreme 
authority ;  which  at  prefent  is  enjoyed  by  an  em- 
prefs,  whofe  head  does  honour  to  her  nation  and  to 
her  fex ;  although  on  fome  occafions  the  virtues  of 
her  heart  have  been  much  fufpecled.  In  the  mili- 
tary, the  widows  and  daughters,  as  well  as  fons  of 
officers,  are  provided  for  by  government ;  the  wi- 
dows, if  young,  are  allowed  one  year's  pay,  accord- 
ing to  the  rank  of  their  hufoands,  by  way  of  a  por- 
tion ;  if  old,  they  have  a  fourth  of  the  pay  of  their 
hufbands  during  life,  and  their  daughters  have  the 
fame  till  the  age  of  fifteen ;  when  they  are  fuppofed 
to  be  fit  to  marry,  or  otherwife  to  provide  for  them- 
felves. In  civil  life,  the  fex  are  protected  from  in- 
fult  by  feveral  falutary  laws,  and,  except  among  the 
peafants,  are  exempted  from  every  kind  of  toil  and 
flavery,  enjoy  fuch  portions  as  are  given  them,  or 
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fall  to  their  {hare  by  heritage ;  and,  upon  the 
whole,  feem  approaching  fad  to  the  enjoyment  of 
that  confequence  to  which  they  have  already  arrived 
in  feveral  parts  cf  Europe. 

In  the  other  northern  countries  of  Europe,  the  date 
of  women  is,  in  many  refpects,  but  mean  and  con- 
temptible. In  Lapland,  Norway,  and  Poland,  they 
have  hardly  even  feparate  apartments,  except  in 
fome  houfes  of  their  firft  nobility.  Eftates,  as  well 
thofe  that  are  acquired,  as  thole  that  are  hereditary, 
defcend  to  the  children  in  the  following  proportions : 
in  Poland,  a  fon  has  always  two  ihares,  and  a 
daughter  one  ;  nor  can  a  father  difpoie  of  his  for- 
tune otherwife,  without  a  judicial  fentence  to  enable 
him  fo  to  do.  In  Denmark,  women  may  fucceed 
as  heirs  to  any  inheritance,  but  no  female  of  what- 
ever rank  or  condition,  can  fell,  difpofe  of,  or  in 
any  other  manner  alienate  any  land,  but  muft  leave 
it  to  the  heir  at  law,  who,  on  her  demife,  is  em- 
powered to  take  polfeflion  of  it  ;  notwithftanding 
any  devife,  bargain,  or  fale  that  flie  may  have  made 
in  her  lifetime  to  the  contrarv.  In  Britain,  daueh-* 
ters  are  excluded  from  inheriting  hereditary  eflates, 
fo  long  as  there  are  any  fons  alive  ;  but  fuch  eflates 
as  the  fathers  have  acquired,  they  may  give  to  their 
daughters,  or  leave  to  them  by  will,  though  they 
have  fons  at  the  fame  time  living.  In  Piedmont, 
females  cannot  inherit  a  fief  as  long  as  any  of  the 
male  line  are  alive.  Though  the  Eritifli  ladies  fel- 
dom  enjoy  titles  or  honours  in  their  own  right,  yet 
they  conftantly  mare  in  thofe  of  their  hufhaiids;, 
wives  of  bilhops  and  judges  only  excepted ;  and 
further,  a  man  of  the  higheft  quality,  by  marrying 
a  woman  from  the  very  lowed  of  the  people,  confers 
upon  her  the  fame  rank  and  quality  as  he  enjoys 
himfelf ;  whereas  no  man,  however  mean,  can  a^ain 
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altogether  reduce  her  to  her  original  Hate  ;  the  title 
(he  had  once  acquired  by  her  noble  hufband  fhe  re- 
tains by  the  complaifance  of  her  acquaintance,  till 
death,  though  fhe  fhould  again  be  married  to  the 
meanefl  plebeian.  Englifh  women  have  never  had 
any  power  conferred  on  them  to  ennoble  their  huf- 
bands,  but  of  late  it  has  not  been  uncommon  to 
bellow  titles  and  honours  on  women,  in  their  own 
right,  with  a  power  of  tranfmitting  them  to  their 
male  pofterity.  In  Germany,  female  honours  run 
in  a  channel  fomething  different  from  that  of  Britain, 
they  are  only  the  property  of  birth,  or  attainable  by 
marriage,  and  on  the  deceafe  of  a  hufband  the  wife, 
if  (lie  was  his  inferior,  defcends  to  that  rank  in  life 
which  flie  occupied  before  marriage.  Some  writers 
on  the  Germanic  confutation  have  alleged  that  this 
is  a  political  inflitution  to  encourage  matrimony 
among  the  great ;  but,  as  women  are  feldom  averfe 
to  this  ftate,  to  place  the  lofs  of  being  unmarried 
on  their  fide,  is  putting  the  weight  into  the  wrong 
fcale. 

As  being  veiled  with  the  management  and  dif- 
pofal  of  property,  whether  in  goods  or  ellates  of 
inheritance,  is  a  privilege  from  which  women,  in 
moft  ages  and  countries,  have  either  been  entirely 
debarred,  or  enjoyed  under  a  great  variety  of  limi- 
tations and  reftrictions ;  and  as  this  privilege  is  one 
of  thofe  which  confers  the  greateft  power  and  dignity, 
and  upon  which  mankind  fet  the  greatefl  value,  we 
fliall  endavour  to  give  our  readers  feme  idea  how 
far  it  has  been  granted  or  denied  to  the  fex,  whofe 
luftory  we  are  now  confidering. 

To  give  portions  to  women  at  the  time  of  their 
marriage  was  an  ancient  cuflom  amongft  fome 
nations  5  Pharaoh  gave  the  city  of  Gazer  as  a  por- 
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tion  to  his  daughter  when  fhe  became  the  wife  of 
Solomon  king  of  tfrael  ;  but  we  have  great  reafon 
to  believe  that,  in  fuch  early  times,  neither  the 
management  nordifpofal  of  the  portions  fo  given  were 
veiled  in  the  perfon  of  the  wife,  but  that  fne,  and 
the  dowry  which  came  along  with  her,  were  almoft 
equally  confidered  as  the  property  of  the  hufband, 
Almoft  the  whole  hi  (lory  of  remote  antiquity  pre- 
fents  us  with  a  fcene,  in  which  women  appear  too 
inconfiderable  to  have  acquired  any  of  the  goods  of 
fortune,  or  to  have  been  trufled  with  them  when 
acquired  by  their  parents  or  relations.  Among  the 
ancient  inhabitants  of  Chaldea  and  Arabia,  we  are 
told,  that  women  could  not  hold  the  pofleffion  of 
any  inheritance  ;  and  the  decifion  of  this  matter  by 
Mofes,  fhews  that,  in  his  time,  no  precedent  had 
exifted  of  females  having  any  fuch  privilege.  The 
daughters  of  Zelophe  had  brought  before  Mofes,  the 
priefts,  the  princes,  and  the  congregation,  a  petition, 
letting  forth,  that  their  father,  after  having  always 
demeaned  himfelf  properly,  had  died  in  the  wilder- 
nefs,  having  no  fons ;  on  which  account  they  thought 
themfelves  entitled  to  a  pofTefnon  among  the  brethren 
of  their  father,  which  Mofes,  by  the  commandment 
of  the  Lord,  not  only  granted  them,  but  alfo  or- 
dained, that  in  future,  when  a  man  died,  having  no 
fons,  his  inheritance  ftiould  become  the  property  of 
his  daughters.  A  decifion,  which  feems  to  be  the 
bafis  on  which  the  fucceffion  of  women  is,  in  many 
countries,  founded  at  this  day. 

As  the  Egyptians  had  the  greater!  eftcem  and 
veneration  for  their  women,  and  even  in  many 
things  fubmitted  themfelves  to  their  direction,  we 
have  great  reafon  to  believe  that  they  allowed  them 
property,  and  the  fucceffion  to  the  eftates  of  their 
anceftors;    efpeciaDy   when    we   coniider  that  the 
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Greeks,  who  were  originally  a  colony  from  Egypt, 
were,  beiides  the  Hebrews,  the  only  people  of  anti- 
quity, whom  we  find  indulging  them  with  this  pri- 
vilege. The  ancient  Romans,  trained  up  to  war 
and  to  arms,  to  take  by  conquefl  the  land  of  their 
neighbours,  and  to  retain  by  force  what  they  had 
thus  conquered,  had  no  idea  that  women  ihould  in- 
herit what  they  could  neither  conquer  nor  defend; 
but  fathers,  in  time,  thinking  it  hard  that  their 
ions  ihould  be  rich  in  poffeilions,  while  their  daugh- 
ters had  none ;  and  that  more  diftant  male  relations 
Ihould  take  the  eflates  as  heirs  at  law,  contrived  to 
make  fuch  provifions  for  their  daughters,  as  rendered 
the  eflates  fo  taken  of  little  value.  The  people, 
irritated  at  this  proceeding,  and  convinced  from  the 
relics  of  barbarity  flill  lurking  in  their  minds,  that 
women  ought  not  to  have  any  inheritance,  pafTed 
the  Voconian  law,  by  which  it  was  ordained,  That 
no  woman  ihould  be  left  heirefs  to  an  eflate,  even 
though  an  only  child;  a  law,  which  continued  in 
force  till  the  Romans  became  more  refined  and  foft- 
ened  in  their  fentiments,  when  a  regard  to  the 
weaker  fex  broke  through  the  unjufl  reflraint  laid 
upon  them,  and  granted  them  a  right  of  fucceflion, 
after  the  death  of  brothers,  both  in  moveables  and  in 
land. 

Barbarity  of  manners  is  almoit  every  where  pro- 
ductive of  the  fame  cufloms.  So  little  did  the  Lom- 
bards think  women  qualified  to  inherit  eflates,  that, 
by  their  law*,  even  the  natural  children,  diftant  male 
relations,  and  the  public  treafury,  might  fhare  the 
inheritance  with  daughters.  This  law  was  foftened 
among  the  Saxons,  where  the  father  and  mother 
were  bound  to  leave  their  eflate  to  their  fons,  and 
to  their  daughters  if  they  had  no  fon.  Among  the 
purgundians,  [^daughters   were  neither   allowed  to 
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be  heirs  in  conjunction  with  fons,  nor  to  fucceed  to 
the  crown.  The  Salique  lands  among  the  Franks 
feem  to  have  been  of  a  tenure  fimilar  to  thofe  in  the 
times  of  the  feodal  fyftem,  held  under  a  lord,  for 
which  the  tenant  was  to  perform  military  fervice; 
women  were  not  admitted  as  inheritors,  or  tenants 
of  fuch  lands,  for  a  plain  reafon,  becaufe  they  were 
not  qualified  to  perform  the  military  fervice  by  which 
they  were  held;  but  methods  were  afterwards  dif- 
covered  to  elude  this  prohibition  :  he  who  wanted  to 
make  his  daughter  equal  to  his  fon,  carried  her 
before  the  commifiary,  and  laid,  c  My  dear  child, 
c  an  ancient  and,  impious  cuflom  bars  a  young  woman 
c  from  fucceeding  to  her  father;  but  as  all  my  children 
c  are  equally  given  me  by  God,  I  ought  to  love  them 
6  equally;  therefore,  my  dear  child,  my  will  is,  that 
'  my  effe&s  fliall  be  fhared  equally  between  you  and 
*  your  brethren.'  This  Salique  law,  which  in  mo- 
dern France  feems  little  if  at  all  regarded  by  the 
fubjedt,  is  flill  in  force  with  regard  to  the  crown,  no 
woman  ever  being  allowed  to  inherit  it.  But  though 
the  French  will  not  fuller  a  woman  to  fway  the  fcep- 
ter,  they  cannot  hinder  her  from  ruling  the  monarch 
which  holds  it;  a  cafe  which  has  fo  often  happened, 
that,  in  fpite  of  their  Salique  law,  they  have  been 
more  under  the  direction  of  wcmen  than  any  of  the 
neighbouring  kingdoms. 

The  laws  which  preclude  females  from  enjoying 
property  and  inheritance  have,  perhaps,  in  every 
other  country,  befide  France,  been  confined  to  the 
fiibjeft.  Among  many  of  the  nations  of  antiquity, 
among  the  prefent  Afiatics,  and  even  in  fome  parts 
of  America,  where  women  in  general  have  no  pro- 
perty, and  almofr.  no  political  exigence  ;  where  it 
was  never  heard  that  they  enjoyed  any  land,  nor 
were  even  trufted  with  the  management  of  their  own 
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perfons,  they  have  been  allowed,  in  failure  of  male 
iffue,  to  mount  the  throne,  and  manage  the  affairs 
of  a  ftate  ;  a  practice  fo  inconfiflent  with  reafon,  that 
the  only  caufe  we  can  affign  for  it  is  fuperflition. 

From  the  mean  and  fervile  condition  of  the  fair 
fex  in  barbarous  countries,  they  feem  to  be  rendered 
incapable  of  property.  Whatever  they  acquire  by 
their  labour,  whatever  they  take  in  the  chace,  is 
entirely  under  the  adminiflration  of  the  male  relations 
and  friends,  by  whom  they  are  protected,  and  from 
whom  they  receive  a  fcanty  and  precarious  fubfift- 
ence.  Wherever  polygamy  is  countenanced,  wo- 
men cannot  poilibly  enjoy  much  property:  property 
creates  independence ;  and  a  woman  who  is  indepen- 
dent would  not  fubmit  to  (o  many  rivals,  and  fo 
fcanty  a  fliare  of  the  favours  of  a  hufoand.  Where- 
ever  women  are  firic'tiy  confined,  they  can  have  no 
property;  any  thing  further  than  food  and  raiment, 
to  them  would  be  unnecefTary ;  and  any  thing  that 
could  not  be  brought  within  the  walls  of  a  Haram. 
they  could  not  manage.  Wherever  the  fex  are 
publicly  bought  and  fold,  whether  as  wives  or  as 
flavcs,  they  can  have  but  little  property ;  they  are 
in  fuch  cafes  the  property  transferred  themfelves, 
and  confequently  in  a  ftate  too  mean  to  be  trufted 
with  other  property,  perhaps  reckoned  more  valu- 
able than  they  are.  When  we  meet  with  fo  great 
a  variety  of  caufes  which  deprive  women  of  property, 
when  we  confider  how  widely  thefe  caufes  are  dif- 
feminated,  we  fhall  find  that  it  is  only  in  a  few  of 
the  politer  countries  of  Europe  that  they  are  porTeffed 
of  this  privilege,  and  even  there,  with  fuch  reftric- 
tions,  that  in  many  cafes  they  can  hardly  be  faid  to 
enjoy  what  they  poffefs ;  but  as  we  fhall  have  occa- 
fion  afterwards  to  treat  more  fully  of  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the   Britifh  women,    which  are  in  a 
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great  meafure  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  other  polifhed 
countries  in  the  neighbourhood,  we  mall  not  at 
prefent  anticipate  that  part  of  our  fubjecl. 

In  thofe  flages  of  human  fociety  that  intervene 
between  the  moil  uncultivated  flate  of  nature  and 
a  taite  for  elegance  and  refinement  of  manners,  pa- 
geantry and  ihow  feem  to  employ  the  utmoft  atten- 
tion, and  to  be  confidered  as  the  only  proper  appen- 
dages of  grandeur,  flrong  proofs  of  which  are 
afforded  us  by  almofl  all  the  nations  of  the  Eafl,  and 
by  Poland  in  the  North  ;  the  Polifh  women  of 
fafhion  feldom  go  to  vifit  one  another  without  being 
attended  by  the  mod  numerous  train  of  fervants, 
carriages,  and  flambeaus  they  can  mufler  ;  but  when 
we  follow  them  home,  we  meet  with  nothing  ade- 
quate to  this  parade  ;  their  apartments  are  but 
poorly  furnifhed,  and  but  hardly  clean,  and  them- 
felves  are  the  mean  and  f aw  nine  ilaves  of  ther  huf- 
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bands,  who,  except  in  the  articles  of  equipage  and 
drefs,  fcarcely  treat  them  as  rational  beings.  In 
Germany,  where  the  taile  is  in  general  lefs  formed, 
the  women  are  more  fond  of  family  pageantry,  and 
more  crammed  with  family  pride  than  in  France  or 
England.  In  Italy,  of  a  warmer  temperament,  they 
aim  more  at  captivating  the  heart  than  the  eyes,  and 
have  there,  as  well  as  in  France,  attained  almofl  to 
an  abfolute  dominion  over  the  men ;  a  prerogative 
which  in  Portugal  feems  much  on  the  decline ;  for 
though,  in  the  time  of  Alphonfo,  when  the  Portu- 
gueze  were  an  honour  to  human  nature,  the  man 
who  infulted  a  woman,  or  broke  any  promife  he 
had  made  to  her,  was  degraded  from  whatever  rank 
he  enjoyed  ;  at  prefent,  the  falfe  gallantry*  intro- 
duced, authorifes  him  to  commit  every  perfidy  of 
that  nature  with  impunity. 
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In  England,  France,  Italy,  and  thofe  other  parts 
of  Europe  which  have  arrived  nearly  at  the  fame 
degree  of  politenefs ;  prompted  by  a  mixture  of 
humanity  and  love,  the  men  have  entirely  exempted 
the  women  from  every  fpecies  of  labour,  except 
what  is  abfolutely  neceflfary  among  the  poor  for  ob- 
taining their  daily  bread  ;  and  even  there,  it  is  with 
pleafure  we  often  fee  the  ruflic  clown,  while  he 
wipes  the  fweat  from  his  brow,  endeavouring  to 
lighten  the  burden  and  alleviate  the  talk  of  the  fun- 
burnt  daughter  of  labour  who  toils  by  his  fide. 

So  extenfive  are  the  effects  of  politenefs  in  Europe, 
that  it  has  not  only  foftened  the  actions  and  manners 
of  him  who,  tutored  in  the  lap  of  eafe,  has  received 
the  polifh  of  a  good  education  ;  but  of  him  alfo  who, 
left  to  nature,  has  nothing  to  boaft  of  but  what  he 
received  from  her  hand.  This  fpirit  of  fympathetic 
indulgence,  or  of  polite  gallantry,  does  not  flop  at 
endeavouring  to  eafe  the  load  of  female  toil,  or  to 
mitigate  the  feverity  of  that  labour  for  which  their 
natural  weaknefs  feems  to  have  incapacitated  the  fex  ; 
it  expands  itfelf  to  every  part  of  the  conduct  of  the 
men  which  has  any  relation  to  them.  We  give  to  a 
womcin,  even  though  of  inferior  quality,  the  right 
hand,  lliew  her  every  token  of  refpect,  and  place 
her  in  every  fituation  of  honour.  We  lavifh  our 
fubflance  upon  ornaments  for  our  wives  and  daugh- 
ters, and  reckon,  that  when  they  appear  in  elegance 
and  tafte,  they  reflect  a  luflre  and  credit  upon  us. 
We  are  hurt  when  they  behave  improperly,  and  on 
the  contrary,  perfuade  ourfelves  that  their  good  con- 
duct adds  a  dignity  to  our  character  and  reputation. 
In  fhort,  we  are  fo  deeply  interefled  in  every  thing 
that  relates  to  them,  that  they  may  be  confidered  as 
the  arbiters  of  our  fate,  and  the  fpring  which  fets 
in  motion,    and  continues  to  direct,  almoft  every 
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action  of  our  lives  ;  fuch  is  the  indulgence  we  fhew 
them,  and  fuch  the  power  we  put  into  their  hands, 
that  a  proverbial  faying  has  from  thence  arifen,  that 
England  is  the  heaven  of  women,  and  the  hell  of 
horfes. 

In  France,  Italy,  and  Spain,  the  deference  paid  to 
women  is  (till  greater  than  in  England,  and  gene- 
rally proceeds  from  different  motives ;  here,  the 
honours  we  confer  upon  them  flow  from  a  mixture 
of  love  for  their  perfons,  and  efleem  of  their  vir- 
tues ;  there,  it  arifes,  for  the  moil  part,  only  from 
a  kind  of  cuftomary  gallantry,  which  feems  directed 
more  to  the  fex  than  the  individual.  A  Frenchman, 
the  moment  he  is  in  the  company  of  a  woman,  whe- 
ther young  or  old,  beautiful  or  otherwife,  declares 
himfelf  her  admirer,  talks  of  flames  and  darts,  and 
pays  her  a  thoufand  compliments  on  her  beauty. 
An  Italian,  when  he  is  introduced  to  a  lady,  ap- 
proaches her  in  the  moil  humble  and  fubmiffive 
manner,  kilfes  her  hand,  and  if  (lie  is  handfcme, 
and  of  quality,  confiders  her  a  fublime  being,  an 
angel  in  a  human  form,  and  ccnfequently  never  to 
be  approached  but  with  thegreatefl  reverence.  The 
Spaniard  goes  yet  a  ftep  farther,  the  whole  fex  is  to 
him  an  object  of  little  lefs  than  adoration  ;  he  retains 
flill  a  tincture  of  the  fpirit  of  knight-errantry  in 
every  thing  relating  to  women,  and  will  readily  ven- 
ture his  life  to  fave  any  of  them  from  trouble  or 
from  danger ;  the  object  of  his  love  is  never  leis 
than  a  goddefs,  whom  he  always  mentions  with  ail 
the  extravagance  that  metaphor  and  hyperbola  can 
dictate,  and  to  a  woman  above  the  rank  of  a  pea » 
fant,  he  never  prefents  any  thing  but  in  a  kneeling 
pofture. 
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Thefe  improvements,  in  the  condition  of  the  fair 
fex  or  Europe,  feem  naturally  to  point  out  to   us, 
that  they  are  there  the  moil  happy,  as  well  as  the 
moil  delerving  of  beings  ;  but  the  external  appear- 
ance  of  things  is  but  an  unfaithful  mirror,  whofe 
reprefentation    we    cannot    altogether    depend  on. 
Women  are  in  fome  degree  every  where  the  ilaves 
of  fuperior  power  ;  in  Afia,  imprifoned,  and  con- 
flantly  reduced  to  act  by  the  impulfe  of  another, 
without  any  will  or  any  inclination  which  they  can 
gratify,  their  triumphs  lading  only  a  few  moments  ; 
their  rivalry,  animofities,  and  confinement,  till  death. 
In  Africa  and  America,  the  mere  drudges  of  their 
proud  tyrants,  they  labour  to  procure    fubfiftence 
for  themfelves  and  hufbands,  and  when  they  have 
done,  are  treated  little  better  than  our  dogs  ;  they 
receive  only  chaftifement  and  crumbs.     In  Europe, 
for  the  mofl  part,  but  improperly,  or  flightly  edu- 
cated ;  and  at  all  times  kept  in  a  flate  of  dependence, 
by  the  reflriclions  of  a  fevere  legiflation,  which,  in 
the  management  and    difpofal  of  what  property  is 
allowed  them,  commonly  cramps  the   freedom  of 
their  will.     Difhonoured  and  difgraced  beyond  all 
poilibility  of  redemption,  by  the  commiffion  of  faults, 
which  in  the  men  are  hardly  confidered  as  any  thing 
but  acts  of  gallantry  ;  and  even  in  the  flate  of  matri- 
mony, a  flate  to  which  they  naturally  afpire,  more 
indiffolubly  bound  than  their  hufbands.     The  law 
affords  them  no  relief,  unlefs  the  cruel  partner  to 
whom  they  are  tied,   has  attempted  to  take  away 
their  life ;  and  while  he  may  riot  with  impunity  in 
adulterous  amours,  if  the  wife  retaliates,  by  copy- 
ing his  example,  he  immediately  procures  a  divorce, 
and  may   turn  her  out  without  fubfiftence  to  the 
fcorn  and   contempt  of  her  own  fex,  who,  in  fuch 
cafes,  feldom  look  with  pity  even  on  a  repenting; 
fi  nner. 
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Though  we  have  marked,  as  we  came  along, 
feveral  of  the  caufes  of  the  good  and  ill- treatment 
of  women,  yet  we  flatter  ourfelves  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  conclude  ttiis  chapter  with  a  more  accu- 
rate view  of  them.  Were  we  on  this  fubjeel:  to 
reafon  from  analogy,  we  mould  not  hefitate  to  fay, 
that  there  is  in  nature  a  principle,  which  ftrongly 
prompts  us  to  behave  with  lenity  and  indulgence  to 
the  fair  fex ;  as  almbft  the  whole  of  the  irrational 
creation  prefents  us  with  a  picture  of  fuch  behavi- 
our :  the  cock,  when  he  has  found  any  provifioii, 
calls  his  hens  together  to  partake  of  it ;  and  the 
males  of  all  the  feathered  kind,  for  the  mod  part, 
provide  for  the  females  while  hatching.  Among 
quadrupeds,  though  there  appears  lefs  indulgence, 
and  even  lefs  affiftance  on  the  part  of  the  male,  - 
the  former  is  in  many  cafes  very  diftinguifhablc. 
and  the  latter  not  altogether  unknown  to  the 
diligent  obfervers  of  nature.  No  male  of  any  {pc- 
cies  of  animals  we  are  acquainted  with,  will  fight 
with,  or  ufe  a  female  of  the  fame  fpecies  rudely, 
unlefs  highly  provoked  ;  and  even  then,  he  wrili  cor- 
rect her  with  lenity  and  feeming  reluctance.  But 
while  we  reafon  on  this  fubjec't,  if  we  trufl  to 
analogy,  it  will  certain ly  miflead  us.  And  when 
we  turn  ourfelves  from  reafoning  upon  principles,  to 
the  obfervation  of  facts,  a  flight  furvey  of  man,  in 
his  favage  (late,  will  foon  convince  us,  that  he  has 
no  natural  propensity,  nor  initinct,  which  determines 
him  to  ufe  the  females  of  his  fpecies  with  tendernefs 
and  indulgence  ;  or  if  he  has,  it  is,  like  many  other 
natural  inftincls,  totally  obliterated  in  his  youth  by 
habit  and  education.  We  are  told,  indeed,  by 
Charlevoix,  that  fome  of  the  fava^es  of  North 
America  will,  by  no  means,  be  prevailed  upon  to 
ftrike,  and  hardly  even  to  defend  themfelves  againft 
a  woman  ;  but  fliould  this  be  true,  it  is  only  a  local 
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cuftora  ;  for  we  are  affured  almoft  by  every  travel- 
ler, that  favages,  in  a  variety  of  parts  of  the  world, 
on  the  moft  trifling  occafions,  beat  and  abufe  their 
women  without  mercy. 

We  have  already  obferved,  that  power,  when 
not  influenced  by  humanity,  is  commonly  made  ufe 
of  only  to  enflave.  On  this  principle,  we  may 
aiTert,  that  the  moft  general  and  extenfive  caufe  of 
the  ill  treatment  of  women,  is  the  imbecillity  of 
their  conftitutions,  and  the  impoftibility  of  afferting 
the  rights  of  nature  againft  a  fex  fo  much  their  fu- 
periors  in  ftrength.  The  next  caufe,  is  the  infen- 
iibility  of  the  men,  or  that  favagenefs  of  difpofition, 
which  not  only  eradicates  humanity,  but  prompts 
only  to  animal  appetite,  inftead  of  the  fentimental 
feelings  of  love  \  a  caufe  which,  more  or  lefs,  pre- 
vails in  almoft  every  country,  and  particularly  in  thofe, 
where  fociety  and  the  various  refinements  thereon 
depending,  are  but  little  and  imperfectly  known. 
Men  conftantly  accuflomed  to  gain  their  fubfiftencc 
by  flihing  and  hunting,  are  trained  up  in  the  exer- 
cife  of  every  cruelty  againft  the  brute  creation :  hence 
in  their  wars,  the  fame  cruelty  diffufes  itfelf  upon 
their  antagonizes  and  prifoners  ;  and  hence  too,  even 
the  tender  and  inoffending  fair  fex  are  fubjects  upon 
which  they  exercife  that  ferocious  and  unfeeling 
temper,  which,  from  their  earlieft  infancy,  has  been 
nourifhed  by  their  employments  and  their  difficul- 
ties ;  and  which  neither  religion,  admonition,  nor 
example,  have  ever  confpired  to  reflrain  ;  nor  the 
fympathetic  feelings  of  the  heart  revolted  againft,  as 
barbarous  and  inhuman.  Whatever  be  the  original 
difference  in  the  feelings  of  the  human  heart,  we 
know  they  are  capable  of  being  altered,  and  made 
better  or  worfe  by  education  and  example  ;  an  incon- 
t< vftible  proof  of  which  arifes  from  the  behaviour  oi 
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the  genteel,  and  common  people  of  England,  who 
mull  be  nearly  alike  by  nature  ;  and  yet  by  educa- 
tion, the  employments  of  life,  and  the  example  of 
low  company,  the  latter  are  often  brutal  and  feroci- 
ous in  their  manners,  while  the  former  are  diftin- 
guimed  for  humanity,  and  the  more  exalted  feel- 
ings of  the  foul. 

A  third  caufe  of  the  ill-treatment  of  the  fex  is, 
their  general  want  of  proper  education  and  inftruo 
tion.  In  favage  life,  without  any  engaging  quali- 
fication of  mind,  and  deititute  of  every  ornament  of 
body,  except  only  a  few  things  which  render  them 
more  difagreeable,  they  have  nothing  but  fex  to 
engage  the  attention,  and  foften  the  rugged  nature 
of  the  male.  In  countries  a  little  more  cultivated, 
as  in  Alia,  though  they  lavifh  every  ornament  on 
their  perfons,  their  minds  commonly  prefent  a  blank ; 
fcarcely  even  here  and  there  {haded  with  the  outlines 
of  knowledge  and  feniibiiity.  In  moderate  cli- 
mates, women  acquire  fenfe  and  experience,  as  their 
charms  and  beauty  expand.  In  Alia,  if  they  ever 
become  fenfible  and  intelligent,  it  is  at  an  age  when 
their  fliort  and  fleeting  beauty,  which  commonly  be- 
gins to  fade  at  eighteen,  is  all  over.  This  is  one  of 
the  (Irongefl  reafons  why  the  women  of  the  Eait 
are  fo  little  efteemed.  In  countries,  where  the  man- 
ners are  rlniilied  by  the  laft  touches  of  poliih  *:nd 
refinement ;  the  levities,  expenfive  follies,  and 
irreftrainahle  propenfity  to  pieafure  and  admiration, 
frequently  procure  to  the  fofter  fex  ill-treatment 
from  ours ;  and  force  us  even  to  defpife  and  con- 
demn the  heart,  which  is  lodged  in  the  form  we 
adore. 

A  fourth  -caufe  of  the  ill-treatment  of  women  is, 
often,  their  taking;  too  little  care  to   make  them- 
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felves  agreeable.  This  is  commonly  the  cafe  in  favage 
life,  where,  if  nature  has  denied  them  charms,  they 
have  no  other  way  of  attracting  the  heart ;  and 
where,  if  fhe  has  not  denied  them,  the  polTefTors 
have  not  learned  to  fet  a  proper  value  upon  them, 
nor  to  improve  their  power  by  correfpor,dent  quali- 
fications of  the  mind.  But  this  is  not  a  cafe  only  to 
be  met  with  in  favage  countries ;  in  the  mod  culti- 
vated flates  of  fociety,  we  often  meet  the  carelefs 
ilattern,  who  difgufts  us  with  her  indelicacy ;  the 
conceited  beauty,  who,  trading  to  the  favours  fhe 
has  received  from  nature,  exacts  from  us  the  tribute 
flie  thinks  due  to  them,  with  a  petulant  prefump- 
tion,  which  fruflrates  all  its  own  intentions ;  and 
the  haplefs  wanderer  from  the  paths  of  virtue,  who, 
loll  to  honour  and  to  fliame,  lays  afide  every  thing 
pleafmg  in  the  manners  of  the  belt  of  her  own  fex, 
and  adopts  every  thing  difgufling  in  the  worfl  of 
ours.  To  thefe  characters  we  may  add  the  unthink- 
ing wife ;  who,  as  foon  as  fhe  has  flepped  over  the 
threfliold  of  matrimony,  leaves  behind  her  every  de- 
licacy, and  every  foft  and  engaging  art,  by  which 
fhe  attracted  the  lover. 

In  polite  countries,  women  reckon  themfelves  ill- 
treated,  if  they  are  not  beloved,  accofled  with 
refpedt,  and  even  their  wiflies  prevented  by  all  the 
namelefs  little  offices  of  good-breeding :  accuflomed 
to  be  constantly  approached,  with  an  air  of  fubmif- 
fion  that  borders  on  adoration,  to  be  cenflantly  flat- 
tered, on  account  of  their  beauty  and  accomplifh- 
ments,  and  wanting  fagacity  to  diftinguifh  mere 
gallantry  from  the  real  fentiments  of  the  heart,  they 
at  lafl  become  pert  and  afTuming,  and  often  rude 
and  ill-natured  to  fuch  as  they  think  do  nor  offer  a 
fufflcient  quantity  of  the  incenfe  of  praife  at  the 
fhrine  of  their  beauty :  having  arrived  this  length. 
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they  foon  become  objects  of  contempt,  and  fome- 
times  of  ill-treatment.  No  clafs  of  females  are  fo 
apt  to  fall  into  this  tract  as  thofe  called  beauties; 
who,  though  their  company  is  eagerly  coveted  at 
every  place  of  public  amufement,  are  not  fo  eagerly 
fele&ed  to  retire  with  into  that  private  fcene  of  do- 
meilic  life,  where  the  malk  muft  be  laid  afide,  and 
the  train  of  flatteries  difcarded. 

The  power  of  appropriating  entirely  to  ourfelves 
what  we  love  and  efteem,  is  fo  ftrongly  rooted  in  our 
nature,  that  it  has  given  birth  to  jealoufy,  one  of 
the  ftrongefl  paflions  that  convulfe  the  foul;  and 
from  this  jealoufy  arifes  another  fruitful  fource  of 
the  ill-treatment  of  women ;  it  is  the  caufe  that  has, 
time  immemorial,  ihut  them  up  in  the  gloom  of  per- 
petual imprifonment  in  the  Eafl,  and  debarred  them 
from  every  joy  that  can  flow  from  friendfhip,  and 
from  fociety.  It  is  the  caufe  which,  in  Hindo.ftan, 
and  more  particularly  in  Perfla,  has  fubje&ed  them 
not  only  to  the  chaftifement  of  an  enraged  hufband, 
but  even  to  death  itfelf  for  an  oifence  no  greater 
than  looking  at  a  ftranger.  But  we  turn  from  fuch 
fcenes  of  horror,  to  view  the  other  fide  of  the  pic- 
ture. 

The  general  caufes  of  the  proper  treatment  of 
women  are  Ample,  and  may  be  all  comprehended 
in  the  education  of  the  one  fex,  and  the  beha- 
viour of  the  other.  It  is  want  of  education  and 
inftru&ion  that  makes  the  favage  ;  and  it  is  the  pro- 
per application  of  them,  that  form  the  man  of  foci- 
ety and  the  gentleman.  A  man  brought  up  in  any 
of  the  polite  countries  of  Europe,  is,  from  his  ear- 
lieft  infancy,  tanght  to  do  a  thoufand  good  offices 
to  the  fair  fex  ;  to  honour  and  indulge  them  ;  and, 
as  he  grows  up,  to  provide  for,  and  defend  them  : 
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hence  every  kindnefs,  and  every  duty  he  can  perforin 
to  them,  are  fo  imperceptibly  interwoven  with  his 
nature,  that  he  takes  them  for  nature  itfelf :  but  left 
this  attachment  of  education  fhould  not  be  ftrong 
enough  to  form  a  kind  of  balance  of  power  between 
the  two  fexes,  the  Author  of  nature  has  wifely  pro- 
vided, that,  at  a  certain  age,  love  mould  fpring  up 
to  lend  its  affiftance,  and  add  a  motive  ftill  more 
powerful,  than  even  cuftom  and  education,  to  induce 
us  to  do  the  fair  fex  every  kind  and  indulgent  office, 
which  the  delicacy  of  their  fituation,  and  the  weak- 
nefs  of  their  nature,  may  (land  in  need  of.  But  we 
muft  here  carefully  diftinguim  between  that  love, 
which,  in  civil  life,  is  a  mixture  of  animal  appetite 
and  fentimental  feeling;  and  that  which,  in  favage 
life,  is  animal  appetite  only.  The  laft,  tho'  it  may 
prompt  men,  when  immediately  under  its  impulfe, 
to  be  fawning  and  complaifant,  muft  be  but  fhort 
and  inconftant  in  its  operations ;  and,  confequently, 
unable  to  reftrain  the  common  rudenefs  and  oppreffion 
of  the  men,  or  raife  the  women  to  any  degree  of 
confequence  and  dignity.  The  firft,  more  fteady 
and  uniform,  infpires  with  an  unremitting  attention 
to  do  good  offices,  to  protect,  and  fcreen  from  op- 
preffion the  weaknefs  which  favages  defpife ;  with 
a  generofity  of  fentiment,  wThich  does  honour  to 
politenefs  and  to  humanity.  Nor  are  the  fair  regar- 
ded and  defended  only  by  fuch  individuals  as  are 
connected  with  them  by  love,  friendfhip,  and  other 
motives  of  paffion  and  intereft,  but  by  the  generality 
of  men  in  civil  life,  from  fentiments  of  gallantry ; 
and  by  every  wife  legiflature,  which,  in  proportion 
to  the  weaknefs  of  that  fex^  exerts  itfelf  the  more 
ftrenuoufly  to  protect  their  perfons  and  intereft. 

Sucli?  and  many  more,  are  the  happy  effects  which 
?he  fair  fex  experience  from  education  and  from  love; 
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but  in  the  individuals,  with  whom  they  are  more 
nearly  connected,  good  fenfe,  and  humanity  of  tem- 
per, are  like%vife  neceffary,  in  order  to  eftablifti  their" 
fecurity  from  ill-ufage.  There  are  in  domeitic  life, 
a  thoufand  little  incidents  where  fentiments  will  una- 
voidably jar ;  but  fhould  even  this  happen  fo  fre- 
quently, as  to  interrupt  all  peace,  and  be  produc- 
tive of  a  conflant  acrimony  of  temper,  a  man  of  fenfe, 
when  connected  with  a  woman  whom  he  cannot  love 
in  his  heart,  will  never  degrade  himfelf  fo  as  to  ufe 
her  ill;  and  will  be  forry  that  he  is  obliged  to  pitjr, 
where  he  would  wifh  to  love. 

That  propriety  of  female  behaviour,  which 
inclines  the  men  to  favour,  and  treat  the  fex  with  the 
greateft  indulgence,  which  the  manners  and  cuftoms 
of  the  country  they  refide  in  will  admit  of,  is  of  va- 
rious kinds,  and  would  be  tedious  to  run  over.  In 
favage  countries,  it  confifts  moftly  in  performing  the 
tafks  of  labour  affigned  them  ;  in  yielding  the  moft 
abject  fubmiihon  to  their  hufbands;  and  taking  pro- 
per care  of  the  children  they  have  by  them.  In  the 
Eaft,  it  confiih  in  refigning  themfelves  with  a  feemlng 
alacrity  to  confinement ;  being  perfectly  ikilled  in  all 
the  arts  of  pleafing,  and  avoiding,  with  the  utmofc 
circumfpe&ion,  every  caufe  of  jcaioufy.  In  Europe 
it  is  more  unlimited;  it  confifts  in  good-nature,  (en- 
ability,  delicacy,  chaftity,  the  domeitic  virtues,  and 
a  thoufand  other  qualities ;  which,  when  joined  to 
a  competent  (hare  of  beauty  and  female  foftnefs,  are 
almoft  fufEcient  to  footh  the  mod  rugged  nature, 
and  change  the  crueller!  temper  into  gentlenefs  and 
humanity. 

F  £ 
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CHAPTER     X. 
Of  the  Charafler  and  Condud  of  Women. 


S  the  circle  of  female  action  is  com- 
monly more  narrow  and  circumfcribed  than  that  of 
the  other  fex,  fo  their  good  or  bad  character  is  alfo 
for  the  moil  part,  comprifed  under  fewer  virtues  and 
vices  :  and  in  the  Earl,  where  they  are  by  confine- 
ment totally  excluded  from  action  and  obfervation, 
we  may  fay  with  Pope,  That  they  have  hardly  any 
character  at  all. 

At  the  head  of  the  qualities,  which  make  up  the 
good  or  bad  character  of  each  fex,  there  is  generally 
placed  fome  cardinal  virtue,  or  vice  ;  which  is  fet,  as 
it  were,  in  the  fore-ground  ;  and  to  which  all  the 
reft  of  the  figures  in  the  groupe  are  fubordinate. 
Thus  what  is  the  mod  highly  efthnared  in  men,  is 
courage  and  fenfibility  ;  and  what  gives  the  higheft 
luftre  and  polifh  to  the  women,  is  modefly,  and  that 
feft  and  gentle  temper,  which  is  ever  ready  to  footh 
affliction,  and  to  pity  diftrefs.  As  thefe  two  vir- 
tues form  the  great  outlines  of  the  character  of  the 
fair  fex,  a  large  portion  of  what  we  have  to  fay  on 
the  prefent  fubject,  will  neceflarily  be  employed  in 
enquiring,  how  far  they  have  followed  the  paths 
that  lead  to  them,  or  deviated  into  thofe  that  lead  to 
their  oppofite  vices,  from  the  earliefl  ages  of  anti- 
quity to  the  prefent  time. 

rrom  the  very  beginning  almofl  of  time,  as  we 
may  learn  from  fome  hints  thrown  out  by  Mofes, 
and  conjecture  from  the  rude  and  uncultivated  ftate 
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of  fociety,  we  have  no  great  reafon  to  believe,  that 
modefly  and  chaftity  were  among  the  favourite  vir- 
tues. The  reafons  afhgned  for  the  deftruftion  of 
the  world  by  the  deluge  ;  thofe  ailigned  for  the 
pofterior  deftrucnon  of  Sodom  ;  and  the  conduct  of 
Lot's  daughters,  are  all  too  evident  proofs  of  our 
alfertion.  Proceeding  forward  to  the  patriarchal 
ages,  the  fcene  is  but  little  altered  ;  for  we  there 
find,  that  when  Abraham  had  gone  down  into 
Egypt  to  avoid  a  famine,  he  had  fuch  an  opinion  of 
the  diflolutenefs  of  the  people  of  that  country,  that 
he  was  afraid  they  would  murder  him,  in  order  to 
get  poiTeiTion  of  his  wife  ;  and  to  avoid  that  danger, 
agreed  with  her  to  fay,  that  ihe  was  his  fifter :  a 
falfity  and  meannefs,  which  he  again  repeated, 
when  he  afterwards  journeyed  with  her  in  Gerar, 
in  the  land  of  the  Philiftines ;  a  meannefs,  which 
plainly  points  out,  that  he  would  rather  have  fuf- 
fered  her  tamely  to  have  been  debauched,  by  the 
people  of  any  country  into  which  he  went,  than 
run  any  riik  on  her  account.  This  pufillanimo 
example  was  likewife  copied  by  Lis  fon  Ifaac,  when 
he  wrent  with  Rebecca,  his  wife,  into  the  fame 
country  of  Gerar  ;  and  the  fpeech  of  Abimelech  to 
him,  on  finding  that  he  had  deceived  him,  plainly 
points  out  the  ideas  they  then  entertained  of  debau- 
chery ;  c  one  of  the  people  might  lightly  have  with 
<  her.  ' 

The  fevere  revenge,  however,  taken  en  the 
Sechemites,  for  the  rape  of  Jacobs  daughter,  leems 
to  infinuate,  that  the  men  paid  no  little  regard  t6 
the  chaftity  of  their  women  ;  at  leafi  to  thofe  thai 
were  of  her  rank  and  conditio:; ;  though  the  anfwei* 
th^ie  avengers  made  to  their  father  Jacob,  when  he 
reproved  them  for  their  cruti  perfidy,  plainly  flaews 
us,  that  public  proltitution  -was  m  that  fimple  a 
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early  period  far  from  being  unknown.  "  Should 
he  deal  with  our  lifter  (faid  they)  as  with  an  harlot?" 
And  we  are  forry  to  obferve,  from  the  relation  of 
the  adventure  of  Judah,  with  Tamar,  his  daughter- 
in-law,  who  had  perfonated  a  harlot,  in  order  to 
force  him  to  procure  her  a  fecond  hufband,  that  in 
his  days,  that  profeflion  feems  neither  to  have  been 
uncommon,  nor  attended  with  any  great  degree  of  in- 
famy. In  periods  fo  exceedingly  remote  as  thofe  we  are 
now  delineating,  the  general  conduct  of  the  Hebrew 
women,  with  regard  to  chaftity,  feems  extremely 
uncertain.  We  may,  however,  with  great  propri- 
ety lay  it  down  as  a  rule,  that  the  virtues  and  vices 
of  the  two  fexes  always  keep  nearly  an  equal  pace 
with  each  other ;  and  as  we  find  the  patriarchs 
themfelves  no  way  famous  for  continence,  we  can- 
not reafonably  expect  that  their  women  were  diftin- 
guiihed  by  this  virtue  :  a  conjecture,  which  is  but 
too  well  confirmed  by  the  ancient  hiftory  of  the  Jew- 
ifh  nation  ;  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  had  all 
of  them  feveral  concubines  as  well  as  wives.  David 
rioted  in  concubinage,  and  even  in  adultery ;  nor 
feems  to  have  been  checked  in  either,  till  he  alfo 
became  a  murderer.  Solomon  fet  no  bounds  to  his 
voluptuous  appetite ;  and,  from  every  neighbour- 
ing nation,  felected  a  numerous  train  of  women  ; 
among  whom  he  fpent  a  great  part  of  his  time  in 
lewdnefs  and  debauchery. 

If  the  women,  in  the  times  wre  are  fpeaking  of,  were 
not  remarkable  for  chaftity,  we  have  fcarcely  any 
better  reafon  to  think  they  wrere  more  confpicuous  for 
the  fympathetic  tendernefs  of  the  fex.  Sarah,  in  a 
cruel  manner,  turned  out  the  concubine  and  child  of 
he*  hufband,  almoft  without  provifion,  and  in  a 
defert  country,  where  they  had  both  nearly  periftied 
of  hunger  ;  nor  was  fne  inftigatedbyjealouiy  to  the 
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barbarous  deed ;  it  was  the  common  cuftom  to  have 
concubines,  and  fhe  herfelf  had  given  Hag-er  to  her 
huiband.  Jael,  in  cool  blood,  drove  a  nail  into  the 
temple  of  Sifera,  to  whom  lire  had  promiied  protec- 
tion, and  perfidioufly  flew  him  as  he  lay  afleep  in 
her  tent.  Delilah,  a  Philiftine,  who  was  married 
to  Samfon,  treacheroufly  betrayed  the  hufband  of 
her  bofom  to  her  countrymen.  But  not  to  draw 
the  character  of  a  people  from  fmgle  inftances,  it 
was  cuftomary  among  the  nations  which  furrounded 
the  Ifraelites,  in  thofe  times,  to  offer  human  victims 
to  their  idols  ;  a  cuftom  which  they  alfo  fometimes 
imitated,  when  the  parents  of  both  fexes  attended, 
while  their  children  pafTed  through  the  fire  to  Moloch. 
Thefe,  and  feveral  other  inftances  we  could  give, 
but  too  plainly  fhew  that  mankind  in  general  were 
then  immerfed  in  rudenefs  and  cruelty,  vices  from 
which  even  the  fatter  fex  were  not  in  the  leaft 
exempt. 

The  character  of  fome  of  the  other  nations,  in 
the  remote  periods  we  are  now  confidering,  wras, 
perhaps,  {till  lefs  famous  for  purity  of  female  man- 
ners than  that  of  the  Hebrews.  In  Egypt,  the 
ftory  of  Potiphar's  wife  prefsnts  us  with  an  almoft 
unparalleled  inftance  of  female  effrontery  ;  but  as  it 
would  be  unjuft  to  ftigmatize  a  whole  nation  from 
the  impudence  and  lewdnefs  of  one  woman,  let  us 
look  into  their  hiftory  ;  a  hiftory  which  will  but  too 
well  convince  us  that  the  proofs  of  female  manners 
being  debauched  in  Egypt,  are  far  from  being  con- 
fined to  this  (ingle  inftance. 

Pheron,  fucceffor  to  Sefoftris,  the  firft  king  of 
Egypt,  having  become  blind,  was  told  by  an  oracle, 
that  he  fhould  recover  if  he  wafhed  his  eyes  with 
the  urine  of  a  woman  who  had  never  known  any 
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man  befides  her  own  huiband ;  he  began  by  making 
trial  by  that  of  his  own  wife,  and  afterwards  of  that 
of  many  other  women,  to  no  purpofe,  and  was  at 
laft  happily  reflored  to  fight  by  the  urine  of  an 
obfcure  woman;  upon  which  he  bellowed  upon  her 
great  rewards,  and  ordered,  that  all  thofe  who  had 
given  him  fuch  proof  of  their  incontinence  mould  be 
put  to  death.  Chemmis,  another  of  their  kings, 
who  is  faid  to  have  erecled  the  largeft  Egyptian  pyra- 
mid, being  at  a  lofs  how  to  procure  materials  for 
carrying  on  fo  extraordinary  a  work,  at  lad,  con- 
fidering  how  much  the  people  were  given  to  debau- 
chery, ordered  his  own  daughter  to  become  a  prof- 
titute,  and  to  demand  that  each  of  her  paramours 
mould  bring  a  large  ftone  to  be  employed  in  the 
building  carried  on  by  her  father;  thefe  flones  me 
collected  in  fuch  numbers,  that  they  were  found  not 
only  fufficient  to  finifh  the  great  pyramid  already 
begun,  but  with  the  remainder  fhe  erecled  a  fmail 
one  to  her  own  memory.  Though  both  thefe  ftories 
carry  along  with  them  the  moll  evident  marks  of 
fable;  yet,  as  fable  was  fo  frequently  made  ufe  of  in 
the  Eafl,  to  convey  inftruction  or  reproof,  they 
might  never thelefs  be  highly  characteriflic  of  the 
manners  of  the  times:  but,  befides,  if  we  may  form 
any  judgment  of  the  char  after  of  a  nation  from  its 
cufloms  and  religious  ceremonies,  which,  if  we  may 
be  allowed  the  expreffion,  are  the  trueft  pictures  of 
its  heart,  they  will  teach  us  to  entertain  but  a  low 
opinion  of  the  decency  and  decorum  of  the  ancient 
Egyptian  women. 

They  had  a  cuflcm  in  Egypt  of  going  feveral  times 
every  year  to  celebrate  a  feilival  of  Diana  at  Bu- 
bafte;  as  they  commonly  went  by  water,  the  boats 
were  promifcuouily  crouded  with  men  and  women > 
and  when  they  palled  near  any  town  or  village,  they 
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flopped,  in  order  to  give  an  opportunity  to  the  wo- 
men on  board  to  make  a  kind  of  trial  of  RAW  with 
thofe  on  fhore,  in  the  mod  obfcene  language  and 
gefticulations ;  when,  at  laft,  after  a  variety  of  thefe 
indecent  Jldrmifhes,  they  arrived  at  the  place  of  their 
deltination,  they  celebrated  the  feflival  in  honour  of 
their  goddefs,  by  rites  which  would  hove  difhonoured 
the  vilefl  of  the  race  of  mortality,  by  drinking,  riot- 
ing, and  committing  fuch  debaucheries  that  ancient 
authors  were  afhamed  fully  to  defcribe  them.  Among 
other  nations  we  find  but  too  many  examples  of  men 
endeavouring  to  debauch  their  women  when  living; 
the  Egyptians  afford  us  the  only  one  we  meet  with, 
where  they  facrilegiouily  defiled  themfelves  with 
them  when  dead.  It  was  a  cuftom  in  this  country, 
immediately  after  death,  to  deliver  the  body  to  the 
embalmers,  to  be  by  them  prepared  for  burial;  but 
young  women  of  great  beauty  were  at  laft,  contrary 
to  this  cuftom,  obliged  to  be  kept  till  the  fymptoms 
of  putrefaction  began  to  appear,  left  the  embalmers, 
as  had  iometimes  happened,  iliould  abufe  their  dead 
bodies. 

Notwkhftanding  this  public  iicentloufncfs,  the 
laws  of  Egypt  feem  not  to  have  been  in  the  fault, 
but  the  conftitutions  of  the  people  appear  to  have 
been  warm  and  libidinous  beyond  meafure;  nor  were 
the  civil  laws  only  well  calculated  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  chaftity,  and  fecuring  the  weaker  fex  from 
every  infult  upon  their  honour,  but  thofe  of  religion 
alfo  confpired  to  allift  them.  The  Egyptians  feern  to 
have  been  the  firft  among  the  ancients  who  paid  a 
proper  refpecl  to  the  temples  of  their  gods;  the 
neighbouring  nations  polluted  them  with  every 
fpecies  of  lull  and  intemperance;  the  Egyptians  hal- 
lowing them,  ordained  that  men  iliould  religioufly 
abftain  from  women  within  their  facrcd  walk,  and 
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that  ablutions,  fimilar  to  thofe  inflituted  by  Mofes, 
mould  be  ufed  after  the  commerce  between  the 
fexes. 

We  have  already  obferved  that  tendernefs  for 
their  own  offspring  is  one  of  the  moil  powerful  feel- 
ings of  the  female  heart;  but  that,  powerful  as  it 
is,  a  variety  of  caufes  have  often  weakened,  and 
fometimes  totally  obliterated  it.  To  thefe  already 
taken  notice  of,  we  fhall  now  add,  that  this  has  in 
Egypt  been  done  by  fuperftition,  in  Greece  and 
Rome,  by  a  romantic  patriotifm ;  the  Egyptian  wo- 
men rejoiced  when  their  children  were  devoured  by 
their  facred  crocodiles;  the  Greeks  and  Romans, 
when  they  were  {lain  in  the  wars,  undertaken  to 
defend  or  enlarge  their  country:  would  we  were 
able  to  fay,  that  in  modern  times  maternal  tendernefs 
did  not  often  ceafe  to  mew  itfelf  on  account  of  caufes 
more  frivolous  and  not  lefs  culpable.  The  religious 
character  of  the  Egyptian  women  can  only  be  drawn 
from  that  of  their  men;  thofe  were  fuperftitious 
beyond  almoft  a  poiTibility  of  belief,  they  worfhipped 
animals  of  every  kind,  and  even  paid  an  extrava- 
gant degree  of  adoration  to  the  vileft  of  reptiles  and 
infects;  and  what  is  not  a  little  extraordinary,  the 
animal  that  was  adored  and  worfhipped  in  one  dif- 
trict,  was  frequently  held  in  the  utmoft  abomination 
in  another.  As  women  have  been  in  all  countries 
lefs  apt  to  examine  and  reafon  upon  matters,  than 
men,  they  have  ever  been  more  credulous  and  fuper- 
ftitious ;  we  may  therefore  fuppofe  that  every  whim- 
fical  extravagance  in  the  Egyptian  religion  had  the 
women  in  general  as  its  votaries. 

In  no  country  was  there  ever  fuch  powerful  mo- 
tives devifed  to  oblige  people  to  preferve  an  untain- 
ted character  as  in  Egypt ;  it  is  well  known  to  our 
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learned  r<  inch  th  re 

were   valued  among  the  ancierl 
ideas  they  ai in  (ituationof  >fe 

body  lay  unburied.    Th         pptianl  ail- 

ing itfelf  of  this, universal  prejudice,  ordained,  Th 
no  perfon  fliould  obtain  burial  till  a  rigoro  Rii- 

nation  had  palled  into  his  conduct  when  living  ;  for 
this  purpofe  the  corpfe  was  ordered  to  be  carrii 
into  an  ifland  in  the  lake  Morris,  where  the  peopl : 
fat  as  judges  upon  it,  and  decreed,  or  denied  it  burial, 
according  as  the  cl  r  came  out  good  or  bad, 

The  boatman  who  was  iirli.  employed  in  carrying 
dead  bodies  over  to  this  fblemn  trial,  beinq,  named 
Charon,  has  given  origin  to  the  poetical  fable  of 
Charon  ferrying  fouls  over  the  Styx  J  or  from  this 
•Id  to  the  next.     From  the  few  fc  I  hints 

only  which  we  have  remaining  cjf  an< 
can  with  little  certainty  fay  at]  re  of  tl  sha- 

raster  or  conduct ;  fo  difFererit  arc  the  accounts 
we  meet  with  concerning  fhem,  for  that 

tjie  women  did  all  the  buiinefs  v  doors,  while 

the  men  confined  themfelveL  ers  afler- 

ting,  that  the  men  confined  ti  from 

jealoufy,  and  ri|ver  allowed  them  the  ufe  .  es, 

that  they  might  not  be  able  to  -walk  abroad  ;  but 
thefe  accounts  may  relate  to  different  periods,  or  to 
different  dhlricts  of  the  fame  coi  ■  J 

That  modefry  and  chaftity.  which  we  now  efteem 
as  the  chief  ornament  of  the  female  character,  does 
not  appear  in  times  of  remote  antiquity  to  have  been 
much  regarded  by  either  fex.  At  Babylon,  the 
capital  of  the  Affyrian  empire,  it  was  fo  little  valued, 
that  a  law  of  the  country  even  obliged  every  woman 
once  in  her  life  to  depart  from  it.  This  abominable 
law,  which,  it  is  laid,  was  promulgated  by  ie. 

Ordained,  That  every  woman  fliould  once  ielier 

G  g 
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repair  to  the  temple  of  Venus ;  that  on  her  arrival 
there,  her  head  fhould  be  crowned  with  flowers, 
and  in  that  attire  Die  fhould  wait  till  fome  ftranger 
performed  with  her  the  rites  facred  to  the  goddefs 
of  debauchery. 

This  temple  was  conftru&ed  with  a  great  many 
winding  galleries  appropriated  to  the  reception  of 
the  women,  and  the  ftrangers  who,  allured  by  de- 
bauchery, never  failed  to  affemble  there  in  great 
numbers,  being  allowed  to  chufe  any  woman  they 
thought  proper  from  among  thofe  who  came  there 
in  obedience  to  the  law.  When  the  ftranger  accof- 
ted  the  object  of  his  choice,  he  was  obliged  to  prefent 
her  with  fome  pieces  of  money,  nor  was  ihe  at 
liberty  to  refufe  either  thefe,  or  the  requeft  of  the 
flranger  who  offered  them,  whatever  was  the  value 
of  the  money,  or  however  mean  or  difagreeable  the 
donor.  Thefe  preliminaries  being  fettled,  they  re- 
tired together  to  fulfil  the  law,  after  which  the 
woman  returned  and  offered  the  goddefs  the  facrifice 
prefcribed  by  cuftom,  and  then  was  at  liberty  to 
return  home.  Nor  was  this  cuftom  entirely  confi- 
ned to  the  Babylonians ;  in  the  ifland  of  Cyprus 
they  font  young  women  at  ftated  times  to  the  fea- 
fhore,  where  they  proftituted  themfelves  as  a  tribute 
to  Venus,  that  they  might  be  chafte  the  reft  of  their 
lives.  In  fome  other  countries,  a  certain  number 
only  were  doomed  to  proftitution,  as  it  is  fuppofed, 
by  way  of  a  bribe,  to  induce  the  goddefs  of  debau- 
chery to  fave  the  reft. 

When  a  woman  had  once  entered  the  temple  of 
Venus,  fhe  was  not  allowed  to  depart  from  it  till 
flie  had  fulfilled  the  law :  and  it  frequently  hap- 
pened that  thofe  to  whom  nature  had  been  lefs 
indulgent  than  to  others,  remained  there  a  long 
time  before  any  perfon  offered  to   perform   with 
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them  the  condition  of  their  releafe.  A  cuftom,  we 
think,  fometimes  alluded  to  in  fcripture,  and  ex- 
prefsly  delineated  in  the  book  of  Baruch  :  '  The 
c  women  alfo,  with  cords  about  them,  fitting  in  the 
c  ways,  burn  bran  for  perfume ;  but,  if  any  of 
c  them,  drawn  by  fome  that  paiTeth  by,  lie  with 
*  him,  me  reproached  her  fellow  that  me  was  not 
c  thought  as  worthy  as  herfelf,  nor  her  cord  bro- 
c  ken.'  Though  this  infamous  law  was  at  firfl 
ftri£Hy  obferved  by  all  the  women  of  Babylon,  yet 
it  would  feem  that,  in  length  of  time,  they  grew 
amamed  of,  and  in  many  cafes  difpenfed  with  it ; 
for  we  are  informed  that  women  of  the  fuperior 
ranks  of  life,  who  were  nor  willing  literally  to  ful- 
fil the  law,  were  allowed  a  kind  of  evafion ;  they 
were  carried  in  litters  to  the  gates  of  the  temple, 
where,  having  difmiffed  all  their  attendants,  they 
entered  alone,  prefented  themfelves  before  the  flatue 
of  the  goddefs,  and  returned  home.  Poilihly  this 
was  done  by  the  afliftance  of  a  bribe,  to  thofe  who 
had  the  care  of  the  temple. 

It  has  been  alled?ed  dv  fome  of  thofe  authors, 
who  can  find  nothing  in  antiquity  but  virtue  and 
excellence,  that  the  oracle  which  inftituted  this  law, 
confidering  Venus  as  a  goddefs  who  delighted  in 
debauchery,  not  only  meant  to  fatisfy  her  by  this 
public  act  of  proftitution,  but  alfo  to  induce  her  to 
preferve,  during  the  reft  of  their  lives,  the  innocence 
of  fuch  women  as  had  thus  Ihewn  that  they  were 
her  votaries,  by  voluntarily  dedicating  themfelves 
for  once  to  her  fervice  ;  as  alfo  to  raife  in  the  minds 
of  their  women  a  deteftation  of  unchaftitv,  by  the 
mame  they  mini  have  fuifered  in  expofing  themfelves 
to- fo  public  a  proftitution.  But  whatever  may  be 
faid  in  its  juftification,  a  law  of  this  kind  is  in  its 
nature  indefenfible,  and,  from  whatever  motive  it 
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eeded,    rauft  have  been   ill  calculated  to  pro- 
te    virtue    and  morality  ;  as  it  is  obvious,  even 
aimed  i-x  the  flighteft  obferver,  that  fuch  is  the  djf- 
p'ofition  of  human    nature,  that  the  barrier,  which 
tes  between  vice  and  virtue,  once  overleaped, 
it  from  that  half  its  reftriclive  power, 

i  in  a  little  time  becomes  no  barrier  at  all.  It 
ears,  therefore,  that  no  great  degree  of  credit 
is  due  to  Herodotus,  when  he  affirms  that  the  Baby- 
lonifh  women  having  ono  fulfilled  the  obligation 
impofed  upon  them  by  this  law,  could  never  after 
"  be  prevailed  upon  to  deviate  from  modefty  and  vir- 
tue ;  nor  to  iElian,  who  fays,  that  the  Lydians  and 
inhabitants  of  the  iile  of  Cyprus,  who  had  fimilar 
laws,  which  thefe  la  ft  carried  even  farther  than  the 
Babylonians,  obliging  every  woman  to  abftain  from 
marriage  till  flie  had  gained  a  fortune  fuitable  to  hex- 
by  proditution,  were  ever  after  inflexibly  virtuous. 

Such  affertions  are  too  grofs  to  be  fwallowed  by 
an  impartial  obferver  of  human  nature;  and,  befides, 
are  every  where  falfified  by  the  conduct  of  the  Baby- 

nifti  women.  The  facred  writings  of  the  prophets 
are  almoft   in    every    |  filled    with  reproaches 

aguinft  them  for  their  lewdnefs  and  debauchery;  but 
not  to  reft  the  validity  of  what  we  have  laid  entirety 
on  that  foundation,  the  fame  Herodotus,  who  had 
told  us  of  the  inviolable  chaftity  of  the  Babylonian 
women,  informs  us  a  little  after,  that  when  their 
city  was  taken  by  Cyrus,  inch  was  the  licentioufnefs 
of  the  place,  that  fathers,  without  any  fcruple  prof- 
ted  their  own  daughters  for  hire.  And  Quintus 
Uurtius  not  only  confirms  the  fame  thing,  but  adds, 
that  even  huibands  were  not  afhamed  on'  that  occa- 
fion  to  deliver  their  wives  to  ftrangers  for  money; 
actions  which  are  in  no  refpecl  confonant  to  the  vir- 
tuous character  pretended  by  fome  to  be  derived  from 
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the  vicious  fourcc  of  public  proflitution.  Were  it 
neceffary  to  multiply  proofs  of  the  licentious  charac- 
ter of  the  Babylonian  women,  we  could  inflance  the 
prodigious  number  of  courtezans,  which  were  among 
them,  whofe  profeflion  did  not  render  them  con- 
temptible in  the  public  opinion,  as  it  always  does 
where  virtue  and  modefty  prevail.  The  drunken- 
nefs  of  the  fex,  who  ufed  frequently  to  attend  the 
convivial  meetings  of  the  men,  where,  themfelves 
not  lefs  convivial,  they  often  ate,  drank,  and  made 
merry,  till  by  degrees  diverting  themfelves  of  all 
modelly,  they  fometimes  finifhed  the  debauch  in  the 
original  ftate  of  mother  Eve;  nor  was  this  the  prac- 
tice of  the  meaneft  of  the  fex  only,  nor  of  the  moil: 
lewd  and  abandoned,  it  was  that  of  women  of  all 
ranks  and  conditions ;  but  we  cannot  wonder  at  find- 
ing a  people  lewd  and  abandoned,  when  the  cere- 
monies of  their  religion,  and  the  divinities  they  wor- 
ihipped,  taught  them  the  hopeful  leffcm. 

When  error  and  abfurdity  have  the  fancHon  of 
religion  to  fupport  them,  our  own  times  afford  us 
too  many  proofs  of  what  mifchiefs  they  may  be  pro- 
ductive; and  were  we  not  daily  convinced  of  this  by- 
experience,  we  fliould  hardly  be  able  to  give  credit 
to  what  has  been  now  related  of  the  Babylonians. 
But  they  were  rot  the  only  people  of  antiquity  led 
affray  in  this  manner;  there  Icarcely  exifted  one 
fingle  religion,  in  the  rimes  we  are  fpeaking  of,  the 
rites  of  which  were  not  folemnized  either  with  cru- 
elty or  debauchery,  or  both ;  and  fcarcely  was  there 
one  god  or  goddefs  adored,  who  was  not  famous 
for  lufl  and  intrigue;  fuch,  in  a  notorious  degree, 
was  Jupiter,  the  greateft  of  their  deities,  fuch  was 
Vulcan,  fuch  was  Venus,  and  fuch  the  great  Syrian 
goddefs,  whole  temples  were  crowded  with  the  vota- 
ries of  lufl,  who  difTeininated   that  vice  among  the 
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people,  greatly  to  the  corruption  of  the  manners  of 
both  fexes.  But  rites  of  cruelty  and  debauchery 
were  naturally  enough  fuggefted  as  proper  modes  of 
worshipping  divinities,  who  delighted  in  uncleannefs 
and  in  blood. 

This  corruption  of  manners  reigned  but  too  uni- 
verfally  among  the  ancients.  The  MefTageta?,  a 
people  of  Scythia,  being  confined  to  one  wife,  while 
the  nations  around  them  were  indulged  with  the 
liberty  of  polygamy  and  concubinage;  in  order  to 
put  themfelves  in  fome  degree  on  a  footing  with  their 
neighbours,  introduced  a  kind  of  community  of 
wives,  and  a  man  who  had  an  inclination  to  the 
wife  of  his  friend,  onlv  carried  her  into  his  waggon 
or  hut,  and  hung  up  a  quiver  while  me  was  there, 
as  a  fign,  that  they  might  not  be  interrupted.  In 
this  manner  were  decency  and  the  mod  facred  ties  of 
matrimony  publicly  violated;  but  what  decency, 
what  regard  to  the  moft  folemn  inftitutions  can  we 
expect  in  a  people  who  were  fo  rude  and  barbarous, 
that  when  any  of  their  relations  became  old,  they 
met  together,  and  along  with  fome  cattle  fet  apart 
for  the  purpofe  facrificed  them  to  their  gods;  then 
having  boiled  together  the  fiefh  of  the  human  and 
the  more  ignoble  victims,  they  devoured  it  as  a  mod 
delicious  repaft  ?  The  Lydians  were  (till  more  de- 
bauched than  the  MefTagetx.  In  the  reign  of  Jar- 
danes,  fo  ungovernable  was  their  luft,  that  Omphale, 
the  king's  only  daughter,  could  fcarcely,  even 
within  the  walls  of  the  royal  palace,  find  fhelter 
from  the  licentious  multitude.  Omphale  at  length 
fucceeding  to  the  throne  of  her  father,  punifhed 
with  the  utmofi  feverity  fuch  as  had  formerly  abufed 
her;  on  the  women,  whom  it  appears  me  confidered 
as  not  lefs  criminal  than  the  men,  (lie  revenged  her- 
felfin  a  lingular  manner;  Hie  ordered,  that,  over 
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all  her  kingdom,  they  fliould  be  fhut  up  with  their 
flaves. 

The  Scythians,  whole  character  is  far  from  being 
the  moil  abandoned  of  the  ancients,  feem  not  to 
have  much  caufe  to  boaft  of  the  chaftity  and  fidelity 
of  their  women ;  the  greatefl  part  of  their  men  hav- 
ing on  fome  occafion  made  an  expedition  into  Afia, 
were  detained  there  much  beyond  their  expectation, 
when  their  wives,  either  impatient  of  their  long  ab- 
fence,  or  defpairing  of  their  return,  took  their  fer- 
vants  and  flaves,  and  invefted  them  in  all  the  privi- 
leges of  their  abfent  hufbands.  Thefe,  fometime 
after  hearing  that  their  mailers  were  about  to  return, 
fortified  and  intrenched  themfelves,  in  order  to  hin- 
der them  from  entering  into  their  own  country,  and 
claiming  their  wives  and  poffeflions.  The  Scythians 
having  advanced  to  their  flaves,  feveral  fkirmifhes 
were  fought  between  them,  with  doubtful  fuccefs, 
when  one  of  their  leaders  advifed  his  countrymen  no: 
to  fight  again  with  their  own  flaves  as  with  equals, 
nor  to  attack  them  with  warlike  weapons,  which 
were  figns  of  freedom,  but  with  fuch  whips  and 
fcourges  as  they  had  formerly  been  accuflomed  to 
make  them  feel.  This  advice  being  put  in  execu- 
tion, the  whips  recalled  their  ideas  of  flavery,  and 
all  the  pufillanimity  naturally  attending  it ;  they 
threw  down  their  arms  and  fled  in  confufion,  many 
of  them  were  taken  and  put  to  death,  and  not  a  few 
of  the  unfaithful  wives  deiiroyed  themfelves,  to 
avoid  the  refentment  of  their  injured  hufbands. 
Though  this  flory  has  been  by  different  author:  va- 
ried in  feveral  of  its  circumflances,  yet  as  fo  many 
have  agreed  in  relating  it,  we  have  not  the  lea.fi: 
doubt  of  its  authenticity,  efpecially  as  we  are  allured 
that  the  Novogorodians,  whofe  city  ftands  in  Sar- 
matian  Seythia,  had  formerly  a  coin  ftainped  in  me- 
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rnory  of  it,  with  a  man  on  horfcback  {baking  a  whip 
in  his  hand ;  and  it  is  fuppofed  that  the  ancient 
cuftom  in  Ruffia,  which  is  now  happily  forgot,  of 
the  bride  prefenting  the  bridegroom  on  the  nuptial 
night  with  a  whip,  originated  from  this  flory  of  the 
Scythian  wives. 

We  have  already  related  the  manner  in  which 
the  Babylonifli  women  were  admitted  to  the  riot- 
ous fcaflings  of  the  men  ;  a  cuftom  which,  only 
with  a  few  more  reftri&ions,  took  place  alfo  in 
Media  and  Perfia,  as  appears  from  the  ftory  of 
Amintas,  king  of  Macedon,  already  alfo  related ; 
a  flory  which  inconteitibly  proves  that,  in  the  times 
we  are  confidering,  the  Perlian  women  were  of  as 
eafy  virtue  as  the  men  could  wifh  them ;  but  the 
voluptuous  and  libidinous  character  of  that  court, 
cannot  be  better  delineated,  nor  painted  in  flronger 
colours,  than  we  find  it  in  the  book  of  Either,  where 
we  have  a  relation  of  Ahafuerus,  one  of  their  mo- 
narchs,  carrying  his  refinements  in  debauchery  to 
fuch  a  length  as  we  have  no  initance  of  any  where 
elfe  on  record. 

c  Now  when  every  maiden's  turn  was  come  to  go 
4  in  unto  king  Ahafuerus,  after  that  me  had  been 
c  twelve  months,  according  to  the  manner  of  the 
c  women,  for  fo  were  the  days  of  their  purification 
c  accomplished  ;  viz.  fix  months  with  oil  of  myrrh, 

*  and  fix  months  with  fweet  odours,  and  with  other 
c  things  for  the  purifying  of  the  women. 

c  Then  thus  came  every  maiden  unto  the  king  ; 

*  whatfoever  fhe  defired  was  given  her  to  go  with 
c  her  out  of  the  houfe  of  the  women  into  the  king's 
c  houfe. 
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4  In  the  evening  Hie  went  out,  and  on  the  mor- 
'  row  flie  returned  into  the  fecond  houfe  of  the  wo- 
c  men,  to  the  cuftody  of  Shaafgaz,  the  king's  cham- 

*  berlain,  which  kept  the  concubines ;  lhe  came  unto 
c  the  king  no  more,  except   the  king  delighted  in 

*  her,  and  that  fhe  were  called  by  name.' 

Such  was  the  expence,  and  fuch  the  refinement 
neceflary  to  fit  women  for  the  arms  of  the  Perfian 
monarch  ;  and  fuch  was  the  perpetual  imprifonment 
and  continence  to  which  he  condemned  the  haplefs 
wretches,  who,  with  all  this  parade  of  voluptuouf- 
nefs  were  deftined  for  one  mVat  only  to  the  hateful 
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pre-eminence  of  his  bed  ;  in  fhort,  it  was  in  the 
court  of  Perfia,  where  we  may  properly  fay,  that 
lawlefs  love  reigned  triumphant,  where  mothers 
mixed  in  incefmous  commerce  with  their  fons,  daugh- 
ters with  their  fathers,  and  fillers  with  their  bro- 
thers. Artaxerxes  Ivleirmon,  having  fallen  in  love 
with  his  own  daughter  AtoiTa,  and  himfelf  enter- 
taining fome  fcrupies,  his  paiiion  was  fomented,  and 
his  fcrupies  difiipated  by  his  mother :  '  x\re  you 
6  not,  faid  the,  fet  by  the  gods  over  the  Perfians, 
c  as  the  only  rule  of  what  is  becoming  or  unbecom- 
6  ing,  virtuous  cr  vicious  ?'  A  i^eech,  which 
ilrongly  indicates  that  daring  fpirit  cf  woman,  which 
when  urged  by  any  of  the  more  violent  pafiions,  has 
often  overleaped  every  barrier,  and  borne  do v  1 
every  difficulty,  from  which  male  nature  has  ihrunk 
back  with  trembling  and  reluctance.  Another  of 
the  Perfian  kings,  entertaining  fome  fcfuples  on  an 
occafion  of  a  fimilar  nature,  convened  the  ftKj&i  to 
give  him  their  opinion :  '  We  can  find  no  law,  laid 
c  they,  in  Perfia,  to  authorife  a  man  to  marry  his 
'  own  daughter,  but  our  laws  authorife  a  king  to 

*  do  whatever  he  pleafes.' 

G  e 
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In  countries  where  there  is,  as  in  Periia,  an  unli- 
mited liberty  of  polygamy  and  concubinage,  jealoufy 
in  the  fair  fex  is  a  paflion  much  weakened  by  the 
variety  of  objects  that  divide  it,  and  the  reftraint  laid 
on  it  by  the  deipotifm  of  the  men ;  we  mould  not 
therefore  expect  to  find  it  operating  very  ftrongly. 
But  even  here,  where  the  king  is  the  feverefl  defpot 
of  the  country,  and  women  only  the  tools  of  his  luft, 
and  fiaves  of  his  power,  we  meet  with  inftances  of 
this  paflion  exerting  itfelf  in  the  mod  cruel  manner. 
Xemes,  among  many  other  amours,  had  conceived 
a  paflion  for  the  wife  of  his  brother  Mafiftus,  which 
he  profecuted  for  a  long  time  by  promifes  and  threa- 
tenings,  without  any  fuccefs,  when,  quite  tired  of 
fo  many  fruitlefs  efforts,  he  at  laft  changed  his  attack 
from  the  mother  to  her  daughter,  who,  with  much 
lefs  oppofition,  yielded  herfelf  to  his  wifhes. — 
Ameftris,  his  queen,  having  difcovered  the  amour, 
and  imagining  that  the  daughter  only  acted  by  the 
direction  of  her  mother,  from  that  moment  refolved 
on  the  feverefl  revenue.  By  ancient  cuftom  in  Per- 
fia,  the  queen  had  a  right,  on  the  king's  birth-day, 
to  demand  of  him  any  favour  that  fhe  thought  pro- 
per ;  Ameftris  aiked  that  the  wife  of  Mafiftus  fhould 
be  delivered  into  her  hands,  whom  me  had  no  fooner 
received  than  ihe  ordered  her  breads,  nofe,  tongue, 
and  lips  to  be  cut  off,  and  thrown  to  the  dogs,  and 
that  Hie  mould  be  detained  to  fee  her  own  flefh  de- 
voured by  them. 

Among  a  people  fo  abandoned,  and  fo  much  the 
Haves  of  cruelty  and  luft,  a  people  who  made  every 
thing  fubfervient  to  voluptuoufnefs  and  debauchery, 
it  is  natural  to  think  that  modefty  among  the  fair 
fex  could  fcarcely  have  any  exiftencc.— This,  how- 
ever, was  not  univerfally  the  cafe ;  a  few  women, 
even  in  Ferfm,  were  far  from  being  deftitute  of  that 
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modefty  and  fenfibility  which  are  the  ornament  of 
their  fex,  and  the  delight  of  ours.  Atoffa,  the 
daughter  of  Cyrus,  and  the  wife  of  Darius,  being 
attacked  with  a  cancer  in  her  breaft,  and  thinking 
it  inconfiftent  with  the  modefty  of  her  fex  to  difcover 
the  difeafed  part,  fulfered  in  iilence  till  the  pain 
became  intolerable,  when,  after  many  druggies  in 
her  own  mind,  fhe  at  laft  prevailed  on  herfelf  to 
(hew  it  to  Democedes,  her  phyfician.  We  might 
mention  more  particular  inftauces  of  the  modefty  o'i 
the  Perfian  women,  but  we  pafs  over  them,  to  take 
notice  of  an  anecdote  of  a  lady  in  a  neighbouring 
kingdom,  which  fhew's,  that,  in  the  times  under 
review,  there  were  fome  women  fufceptible  of  fen- 
timent  and  feeling  ;  things  which  are  not  frequently 
met  with  in  the  Eaft.  Tygranes  and  his  new-mar- 
ried  wife  being  taken  prifoners  by  Cyrus,  Tygranes 
offered  a  great  ranfom  for  her  liberty  ;  Cyrus 
generouily  releafed  -them  both  without  any  reward  ; 
as  foon  as  they  were  alone,  the  happy  couple,  natu- 
rally falling  into  a  difcourfe  concerning  their  bene- 
factor ;  What  do  you  think,  faid  Tygranes,  of  his 
afpecr.  and  deportment  ?  I  did  not  obferve  either, 
anfwered  the  lady.  Upon  what  then  did  you  fix 
your  eyes,  faid  Tygranes  ?  Upon  the  man,  returned 
fhe,  who  generouily  offered  fo  great  a  ranfom  for 
my  liberty. 

So  little  was  modefty  and  chaftity  cultivated 
among  the  ancients,  that  many  nations  feemtohave 
had  no  idea  of  either.  The  Aufi,  a  people  of  Lybia, 
cohabited  fo  promifcuoully  with  their  women,  that 
the  whole  of  the  children  of  the  ftate  were  confi- 
dered  as  a  community  till  they  were  aj>le  to  walk 
alone,  when,  being  brought  by  their  mothers  into 
a  public  aiTembly  of  the  people,  the  man  to  whom  a 
child  firft  fooke  was  obliged  to  acknowledge  himfelf 
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its  father.  The  wives  of  the  Ba&rians  were, 
through  a  long  feries  of  years,  famed  for  licentiouf- 
nefs  ;  and  cuflom  had  given  fuch  a  fanction  to  their 
crimes,  that  the  hufbands  had  not  only  loft  all 
power  of  retraining  them,  but  even  durft  hardly 
venture  to  complain  of  their. infidelity.  In  Cyprus, 
an  ifland  facred  to  Venus,  the  very  rites  of  their 
religion  were  all  mingled  with  debauchery  and  profti- 
tution.  And  the  Lydians,  and  many  other  nations, 
publicly  proftituted  their  daughters,  and  other  fe- 
male relations,  for  hire.  But  to  multiply  inftances 
of  the  depravity  of  ancient  manners  would  be  end- 
lefs  ;  mankind,  even  when  bridled  by  the  ilrongefl 
penal  laws,  and  reflricted  in  their  paffions  by  the 
facred  voice  of  religion,  are  but  too  often,  in  the 
purfuit  of  unlawful  pleafures,  apt  to  difregard  both; 
what  then  muff  they  have  been  before  fociety, 
before  laws  exifted,  and  when  religion  lent  its  func- 
tion to  encourage  the  vices  and  deprave  the  heart  ? 
In  thofe  times  we  have  the  greateft  reafon  to  believe 
that  debauchery  reigned  with  but  little  contrcul 
over  two-thirds  of  the  habitable  elobe. 
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CHAPTER    XI. 


The  fame  Subjecl  continued. 


A; 


.S  the  hiftory  of  the  nations  we  have 
hitherto  been  confidering  is  fo  enveloped  in  thofe 
clouds  of  darknefs  which  obfeure  antiquity,  we  fhall 
leave  it,  to  make  fome  obfervations  on  the  character 
and  conduct  of  the  women  of  Greece. 

Of  this  fo  much  diftinguifhed,  (o  much  admired 
people,  who,  for  many  ages,  (hone  fo  illuftrious  in 
arts  and  arms,  and  whofe  panegyric  has  been  founded 
fo  loud  in  ancient  and  in  modern  hiflory :  we  fmcerely 
wifh  that  a  regard  for  truth  did  not  oblige  us  to  give 
fo  indiiferent  a  character.  But  when  we  have  faid 
that  they  fhone  in  arts  and  arms,  we  have  completed 
their  eulogium.  When  we  confider  them  as  patriots, 
they  appear  diflinguifhable ;  when  we  confider  them  as 
men,  and  as  citizens  of  the  world,  they  almoft  ex- 
cite our  horror.  Other  nations  made  laws  to  make 
nature  better,  and  to  enforce  humanity.  Thofe  of 
fome  of  the  Grecian  flates  were  calculated  to  eradi- 
cate nature  and  humanity  from  the  human  heart.  In 
fhort,  in  whatever  view  we  contemplate  this  people, 
we  find  them  remarkable  only  for  an  unnatural 
auflerity  of  manners,  for  the  moft  inflexible  feverity, 
and  a  life  hardly  foftened  by  one  agreeable  made  in 
the  whole  picture. 

The  character  we  have  hitherto  drawn  of  the  fair 
fex  is  calculated  to  excite  but  few  of  thefe  pleafmg 
emotions;  we  would  wifh  to  warm  our  bofoms  when- 
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ever  we  contemplate  objects  fo  dear  to  us,  but  we 
write  the  hi  (lory  of  Women,  not  their  panegyric; 
truth,  therefore,  (till  obliges  us  to  exhibit  to  view 
characters  hardly  more  amiable  or  engaging  than 
thofe  we  have  already  drawn. 

In  a  preceding  chapter  we  have  obferved  that, 
during  the  whole  of  what  are  called  the  heroic  ages, 
the  hiftorv  of  Greece  is  nothing  but  a  comoound  of 
the  mod:  abfurd  fable;  from  that  fable  it  however 
appears,  that  their  gods  and  men  employed  much  of 
their  time  and  ingenuity  in  feducing,  dealing,  and 
forcibly  debauching  their  young  women,  circum- 
dances  which  naturally  fugged  an  idea  that  thofe 
women  who  could  not  be  obtained  by  any  other 
means  mud  have  been  virtuous;  nor  indeed  does  it 
appear  that  they  were  then  much  lefs  fo  than  in 
thofe  fucceeding  periods,  when  the  Greeks  flourifhed 
in  all  their  fplendour,  and  were  reckoned  a  highly 
polifhed  people;  nay,  they  were  perhaps,  more  fo, 
for  infant  colonies  and  kingdoms  commonly  difplay 
more  virtue  than  thofe  already  arrived  at  maturity; 
the  reafon  is  plain,  the  firfl  have  not  yet  attained 
riches,  the  fources  of  idlenefs  and  debauchery,  the 
lad  have  attained  them,  and  are  corrupted.  But 
the  Greeks,  even  in  the  infancy  of  their  exiftence  as 
a  people,  feem  to  have  been  remarkably  vicious,  for 
we  hardly  meet  with  any  thing  in  their  early  hiilory 
but  murder,  rapes,  and  ufurpation's ;  witnefs  the 
tranfa&ions  of  the  kingdom  of  Mycene,  of  Pelops, 
and  his  defcendants.  The  rapes  of  Io,  Proferpine, 
Helena,  &c.  all  of  which  dain  the  character  of  their 
gods  and  men  with  the  fouled  infamy;  and  as  it 
has  never  happened  in  any  nation  that  the  one  fex 
has  been  exceedingly  vicious,  and  the  other  not  par- 
.  ticipated  of  its  crimes,  we  may  conclude  that  the 
Greek  women  were,  in  the  heroic  ages,  far  from 
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being  famous  for  any  of  the  moral  virtues.  The 
seated  part  of  the  Grecian  princes  who  affembled 
at  the  fiege  of  Troy,  were  guilty  of  many  of  the 
mod  enormous  crimes,  while  their  wives,  not  lefs 
flap-itious,  murdered  almoft  the  whole  of  them  after 
their  return ;  a  thing  nearly  incredible,  when  we 
coniider.that  in  thofe  times  cuftom  had  condemned 
the  wife  who  had  loft  a  hufband  to  perpetual  widow- 
hood ;  but  even  cuftom,  though  often  more  regarded 
than  all  the  laws  of  heaven  and  earth,  mufl  in  time 
yield  to  a  general  corruption  of  manners. 

But  to  proceed  to  times  of  which  we  are  better 
informed.  The  women  of  other  nations  were  inde- 
cent through  the  ftrength  of  their  ungovernable  paf- 
fions;  fome  of  the  Greek  women  were  obliged  to  be 
indecent  by  law.  In  Sparta,  what  virtue,  what  deco- 
rum can  we  expect,  when  even  the  ftrongeft  tempta- 
tions to  vice  had  the  public  fanction  of  the  legif- 
lature?  In  the  heroic  ages,  while  ignorance  and 
brutality  of  manners  prevailed,  we  are  not  much  fur- 
prifed  to  find  the  women  conducting  the  men  to  the 
baths,  undreiling  them,  and  attending  to  drefs  and 
rub  them  when  they  came  out ;  but  in  Sparta,  famed 
for  its  falutary  laws,  and  when  Greece  was  in  its 
moll  polifhed  condition,  we  are  amazed  to  find  that 
both  fexes  reforted  to,  and  bathed  together  in  the 
public  baths.  And  this  amazement  is  ftill  height- 
ened, when  we  are  aflured  that  here  alfo  plays  were 
acted  by  order  of  the  legiilator,  where  young  people 
of  both  fexes  were  obliged  to  fight,  and  to  dance 
naked  on  the  ftage,  that  the  men,  according  to  his 
ideas,  might  be  thereby  excited  to  matrimony. 
What  were  the  confequences  of  the  indecencies  we 
haxe  now  mentioned  ?  The  intention  of  Lycurgus, 
if  he  really  had  any  fuch  intention,  was  but  little  at- 
tended to,  and  it  is  agreed  on  all  hands,  that  both 
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fexes  went  to  thofe  plays  only  for  the  fake  of  debau- 
chery; ami  further,  that,  difgufted  by  this  fhamelefs 
expofure,  the  men  paid  lefs  regard  to  the  women, 
and  the  women  became  lefs  virtuous,  and  at  lad  grew 
dhTolute  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  be  thereby  diftin- 
guifhed  from  all  the  other  women  of  Greece.  Euri- 
pides, and  fome  others  of  the  Greek  authors,  bellow 
upon  them  epithets  which  decency  will  not  allow  us 
to  tranflate,  nor  were  thefe  epi diets  the  overflowings 
of  the  gall  of  fatyric  poets  and  violent  declaimers 
only,  but  the  cool  and  confiderate  reflections  of  the 
impartial  hiflorian ;  but  we  would  not  be  underflood 
as  altogether  confining  diffolutenefs  and  debauchery 
to  the  women  of  Sparta,  thofe  of  many  of  the  other 
flates  were  little  inferior  to  them.  In  Thracia  and 
Bceotia  they  every  third  year  held  a  feftival  in  me- 
mory of  the  expedition  of  Bacchus  into  India,  at 
which  both  married  women  and  virgins,  with  jave- 
lins in  their  hands  and  difhevelled  hair,  ran  about 
like  furies  bellowing  the  praifes  of  the  god,  and  com- 
mitting every  diforder  fuggefled  by  madnefs  and 
folly. 

Wherever  public  proflitution  becomes  fo  fafhion- 
able  that  it  is  attended  with  no  diferace  in  the 
opinion  of  the  male,  and  with  exceedingly  little  in 
that  of  the  female  fex,  there,  we  may  allure  our- 
felves,  the  morals  of  the  women  are  highly  contami- 
nated ;  a  circumflance  of  which  Athens  afforded  the 
mod  glaring  proof.  In  that  city  courtezans  were 
not  only  kept  in  a  public  manner  by  mofl  of  the 
young  men  of  fafhion,  but  greatly  countenanced, 
and  even  publicly  vifited  by  Solon  their  lawgiver, 
who  applauded  fuch  young  men  as  were  found  in 
the  flews,  becaufe  their  going  to  thefe  places  ren- 
dered them  lefs  apt  to  attempt  the  virtue  of  modefl 
women.     But  Athenian  courtezans  were  not  only 
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vifited  by  their  great  lawgiver,  but  alfo  by  the  cele- 
brated Socrates,  and  mod  of  their  other  philofo- 
phers,  who,  not  content  with  going  frequently  to 
fee  them  themfelves,  even  fometimes  carried  their 
wives  and  daughters  along  with  them ;  a  circum- 
flance  of  which  we  do  not  recollect  to  have  heard  in 
any  other  country,  and  which  could  not  but  tend 
to  give  thefe  wives  a  mean  opinion  of  virtue,  when 
they  faw  the  preference  that  was  given  to  vice  ;  and 
when  fuch  of  their  own  fex  as  thus  publicly  deviated 
from  the  paths  of  chaflity  were  fo  openly  efleemed 
and  regarded,  it  was  natural  for  thofe  of  a  different 
character  to  pay  the  lefs  regard  to  that  chaflity,  the 
pracliling  of  which  gained  them  no  fuperior  privi- 
lege nor  advantage. 

The  whole  hiftory  of  ancient  Greece  prefents  us 
with  courtezans  enjoying  uncommon  reputation  and 
honour  ;  to  account  for  this,  we  mufl  lay  it  down  as 
a  fundamental  principle,  that  our  fex  has  a  natural 
inclination  to  the  company  and  converfation  of  the 
other.  Now,  in  Greece,  modefl  women  wxre  all 
fo  flriclly  confined,  that  none  were  allowed  to  fee 
or  converfe  with  them  but  their  nearefl  relations ; 
and  from  this  confinement  it  naturally  followed, 
that  they  were  uncultivated,'  and  ignorant  of  learn- 
ing, and  of  almofl  every  thing  that  was  tranfa&ing 
in  the  world ;  they  were,  therefore,  but  ill  quali- 
fied to  entertain  or  amufe  the  men  with  their  conver- 
fation. The  Grecians  had  a  natural  tads  for  the 
beautiful,  a  taifce  which  was  greatly  improved  by 
their  fla.tuaries  and  painters ;  but  the  beauties  of 
their  modefl  women  were  rendered  invifible  by 
veils,  and  unengaging  by  aukwardnefs.  The  very 
reverfe  was  the  cafe  with  the  courtezans,  they  im- 
proved their  charms  by  every  art,  mewed  them 
unveiled  in  every  public  place,  and  all  had  accefs  to 
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their  company  and  to  their  houfes.  Not  ignorant  of 
the  difadvantages  that  other  women  laboured  under, 
they  availed  themfelves  of,  and  improved,  their  own 
more  happy  fituation ;  they  dedicated  a  great  part 
of  their  time  to  the  arts  and  fciences,  to  the  knowledge 
of  public  affairs,  to  fpeaking  with  elegance  and  pro- 
priety, and  above  ail  to  the  arts  of  pleaung, 
which,  whenever  properly  managed  by  women  of 
beauty,  have  an  afcendancy  over  us  that  they  them- 
felves feem  but  half  acquainted  with.  Hence  it  is 
not  difficult  to  fee  how  the  Grecian  proilitutes 
crept  into  fuch  confequcnce  ;  they  had  art  and 
nature  on  their  fide,  and  modeit  women  being  all 
imprifoned,  they  had  no  rivals  to  contend  with. 

The  prelent  inhabitants  of  Geece  feem  to  have 
pretty  nearly  copied  the  pattern  of  antiquity  ;  un- 
chaftity,  with  them,  and  even  the  trade  of  profli- 
tution,  are  confidered  but  as  very  trifling  affairs, 
which  any  woman  may  be  guilty  of  without  lofmg 
her    character.     A  Greek  pirl  will  agree   with  a 

o  o 

Frank  for  any  limited  time  he  pleafes  :  the  Subafci 
will  as  eafily  grant  them  a  licence  to  live  together 
for  that  time  ;  and  fhould  any  one  be  caught  with 
her,  during  the  continuance  of  it,  they  would  both 
be  fined,  and  exhibited  through  the  neareit  city, 
mounted  together  on  an  afs.  At  Venice,  the  cour- 
tezans of  the  prefent  time  feem  nearly  on  a  footing 
with  thofe  of  ancient  Greece.  By  the  itrongeft. 
fumptuary  laws,  the  Venetian  nobility  are  retrained 
from  fpending  their  money  almoft  on  any  thing  but 
their  miftreffes  :  and  while  the  modefl  women  feel 
their  inclinations  curbed  in  almoft  every  article  of 
luxury  and  expence  by  thefe  laws,  the  courtezans, 
either  above  or  below  their  notice,  evade  them 
altogether. 
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As  the  female  form  is  of  a  fofter  and  more  delicate 
nature  than  that  of  the  male,  fo  their  minds  are 
generally  more  finely  attuned  to  the  gentler  feelin 
of  tendernefs  and  humanity;  but  the  Grecian  wo 
men,  either  by  nature,  or  more  probably  by  cuftom, 
were  in  this  refpect.  miferably  deficient.  At  an 
annual  feltival,  celebrated  in  honour  of  Diana,  all 
the  children  of  Sparta  were  whipt  till  the  blood  ran 
down  on  the  altar  of  the  goddefs.  Under  this  cruel 
ceremony,  which  was  inflicted,  as  they  pretended, 
to  accuftom  them  to  bear  pain  without  murmuring, 
fome,  almolt  every  year,  expired.  The  inhuman 
barbarity  was  performed  in  the  prefence  of  the  whole 
city  ;  the  fathers,  and  what  our  female  readers  wiii 
hardly  credit,  even  the  mothers,  beholding  their 
children  bathed  in  blood,  and  ready  to  expire  with 
pain,  flood  exhorting  them  to  fuller  the  number  of 
ladies  aiTigned  them,  without  a  groan  or  a  com- 
plaint. It  may  be  alleged  here,  that  women  being 
fpectators  and  encouragers  of  a  cruel  ceremony,  is 
no  proof  of  their  want  of  proper  feelings,  but  only 
an  inflance  of  the  power  of  cuftom.  A  doctrine  to 
which  we  cannot  altogether  aiTent,  being  perfuaded, 
that  there  are  many  of  the  fair-fex,  of  a  compolition 
fo  humane  and  tender,  that  even  cuftom  could  not 
reconcile  them  to  barbarity  ;  but  allowing  it  to  have 
that  power,  what  folly  were  the  men  guilty  of  in 
inftituting  fuch  a  ceremony  ?  they  wrere  robbing  the 
women  of  every  thing  valuable  in  the  female  mind, 
and  labouring  to  make  them  what  they  were  not 
intended  to  be  by  nature. 

But  this  inhuman  cuftom  was  not  the  only  proof 
that  the  Greek  women  were  divefted  of  that  female 
tendernefs  which .  we  fo  much,  admire  in  the  lex. 
There  was  in  Greece  a  cuftom,  if  pofiible,  ftill  more 
barbarous;  as  foon  as  a  boy  was  born  at  Sparta,  lie 
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was  viiited  by  a  deputation  of  the  elders  of  each 
tribe;  if  he  appeared  to  be  of  a  weakly  conflitution, 
and  not  likely  to  become  a  flout  and  healthful  mem- 
ber of  their  {fate,  they  judged  him  not  to  be  worth 
the  trouble  of  rearing;  and  therefore  ordered  him  to 
be  thrown  into  a  quagmire,  at  the  bottom  of  the 
Mountain  Taygeta.  This  was  valuing  human  be- 
ings, exactly  as  we  would  do  an  ox  or  an  afs ;  and 
entirely  fetting  afide  all  the  moral  turpitude  of  mur- 
der. It  was  only,  however,  praclifed  at  Sparta; 
and  we  mould  have  hoped,  that,  even  there,  it  was 
contrary  to  the  inclination,  and  without  the  confent 
of  the  women ;  were  we  not  afTured  by  a  variety  of 
authors  that  the  Spartan  dames,  in  every  circum- 
ilance,  almoft  entirely  governed  their  hufbands. 
To  the  barbarous  cufloms,  now  mentioned,  we  mall 
add  only  one  more.  To  fo  weak  and  expiring  a 
flate  was  the  paternal  inftinft  of  nature  reduced 
among  the  Greeks,  that  they  frequently,  as  we  have 
already  related,  expofed  fuch  children  as  they  were 
not  able,  or  did  not  chufe,  to  maintain.*  A  bar- 
barity, which,  more  or  lefs,  prevailed  in  all  the  Gre- 
cian itates ;  except  at  Thebes^  a  city,  where,  to  the 
immortal  honour  of  the  inhabitants,  it  was  fo  much 
abhorred,  that,  by  their  laws,  it  was  capitally  pun- 
iflied.  Wc  mall  fmifli  this  fubjecl,  by  obferving, 
that  the  Spartan  matrons  received  the  news  of  their 
fons  having  been  flam  in  battle,  not  only  without 
any  figns  of  grief,  but  even  with  an  appearance  of 
extravagant  joy  and  fatisfa&ionj  which  they  took 
the  mod  early  opportunity  of  fhewing  in  public. 
Thofe  fame  women,  however,  who  pretended  to 
have    imbibed  fo    much  heroifm,     that  they  were 

*   Though  the   Greeks  might  expofe  infants,  they  could  not 
fell  a  daughter,  or  a  fifter,  unlefs  fhe  became  a  whore. 
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ftrangers  to  every  fear,  but  fuch  us  arofe  on  account 
of  their  country,  when  they  faw  Epaminondas, 
after  the  battle  of  Leudtra,  marching  his  victorious 
army  towards  Sparta,  teftified  by  their  behaviour, 
that  they  were  fubject  to  fears  of  another  nature; 
and  that  all  their  joys  and  forrows  arofe  not  folely 
from  the  profperity  or  adverfity  of  their  country. 
They  ran  up  and  down  the  ftreets  in  terror  and  def- 
pair,  filling  the  air  with  fhrieks,  and  transfufmg 
their  own  timidity  into  the  men,  caufed  more  dif- 
order  than  the  approach  of  the  victorious  army. 

When  we  come  to  the  hiftory  of  the  matrimonial 
compact,  we  mall  fee  how  the  Grecian  women 
behaved  to  their  hufbands ;  and  mall  at  prefent  mm 
up  the  reft  of  their  character,  by  obferving,  that  at 
Athens,  even  drunkennefs  feems  to  have  been 
among  the  number  of  their  vices ;  as  is  evident  by  a 
law  of  Solon,  in  which  it  is  enacted,  that  no  woman 
mail  be  attended  by  more  than  one  fervant  when  fhe 
goes  abroad,  unlefs  when  me  is  drunk.  It  would 
fcem  that  the  Athenian  women  alfo  made  ufe  of  the 
darknefs  of  the  night  to  fcreen  them  in  their  in- 
trigues; for  another  lav/  of  Solon  ordains,  that  no 
woman  mall  walk  abroad  at  night,  unlefs  fhe  intends 
to  play  the  whore ;  and  from  feveral  other  ordinances 
of  this  legiflator,  it  plainly  appears,  that  to  keep 
women  within  the  bounds  of  that  decorum  proper  to 
their  fex,  was  a  matter  of  no  fmall  difficulty;  for,  to 
the  laws  we  have  juft  now  mentioned,  he  was  obli- 
ged to  add  others,  which  fhew  that  the  fex  were 
only  to  be  governed  by  coercive  meafures.  He  or- 
dained, that  no  woman  mould  go  out  of  the  city 
with  more  provifions  than  could  be  purchafed  for  an 
obolus,  nor  with  a  baiket  higher  than  a  cubit;  ard 
if  a  woman  went  abroad  at  nieht,  flie  was  to  be  cai 
ried  in  a  waggon,  preceded  by  a  flambeau:  from  \ 
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which  it  feems  evident,  that  the  defign  of  Solon  was 
to  make  the  Athenian  women  decent  and  virtuous. 
If  Lycurgus  had  the  fame  intention  in  the  laws  that 
he  gave  the  Lacedemonians,  we  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  he  had  but  ill  ftudied  human  nature;  for  as 
a  learned  author  of  the  prefent  age  has  obferved, 
though  nakednefs  of  both  fexes  is  no  incentive  to 
luft,  and  though  the  inhabitants  of  countries  where 
no  cloths  are  uied,  are  not  on  this  account  lefs  virtu- 
ous than  their  neighbours,  where  they  are  ufed, 
yet  there  may  be  modes  of  clothing  which  more  pow- 
erfully excite  the  paflions,  than  the  moil  abfolute 
nakednefs.  Of  this  kind,  in  our  opinion,  was  the 
drefs  of  Sparta.  We  fhall  have  occaiion  afterward 
to  defcribe  it,  and  at  prefent  mall  only  obferve,  that 
it  has  been  exclaimed  againft  by  a  variety  of  the 
writers  of  antiquity. 

Though  fuch  is  the  general  character  of  the 
Greeks,  we  have  happily  no  inftance  of  a  corrup- 
tion of  manners  having  fpread  itfelf  over  a  whole 
nation,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  leave  nobody  free 
from  the  contagion.  In  the  midfl  of  licentioumefs 
and  barbarity,  at  lead  in  thofe  periods,  that  were 
fubfequent  to  the  fiege  of  Troy,  the  Grecian  women 
afford  us  feveral  inflances  of  chaftity,  conjugal  fide- 
lity, and  maternal  affection.  In  the  heroic  ages,  or 
thofe  periods  when  their  Hates  were  in  infancy,  they 
appear  to  have  been  abandoned  almoft  to  every  fpe- 
cies  of  wickednefs ;  but  when  we  turn  to  the  Ro- 
mans, we  find  the  cafe  quite  otherwife,  In  the  ear- 
lier periods  of  the  Roman  republic,  before  the 
wealth  poured  in  from  innumerable  conquefls,  had 
introduced  luxury  and  difhpation,  no  women  were 
more  famous  for  their  virtues,  none  more  infamous 
afterward  for  their  vices.  The  whole  hiftory  of 
Rome,  for  feveral  ages  after  its  foundation,  bears 
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teftimony  to  the  tendernefs,  frugality,  and  chaftity 
of  her  women.  Of  this  nothing  can  be  a  hronger 
proof,  than  the  long  period  that  intervened  between 
the  foundation  of  the  republic  and  the  firft  divorce  ; 
a  period  of  five  hundred  and  twenty  years,  though 
the  men  had  a  power  of  divorcing  their  wives  almoft 
at  pleafure.  To  this  proof  we  could  add  a  great 
variety  of  others,  but  mall  only  mention  the  ftory  of 
the  rape  of  Lucretia,  which  in  the  flrongefl  manner 
demonftrates  the  value  which  the  Roman  women  fet 
upon  the  mod  unfpotted  chaftity.  Lucretia,  being 
violated  in  fecret,  could  not  have  found  the  fmallefl 
difficulty  in  concealing  what  had  happened  ;  and  be- 
fides,  mould  it  have  been  difcovered,  the  fraud  and 
force  made  ufe  of  againft  her  were  fufficient  to  have 
quieted  her  confcience,  and  exculpated  her  to  her 
hufband  and  the  public  from  every  imputation  of 
criminality  :  yet,  fo  exalted  were  her  ideas  of  chaf- 
tity, that  (lie  was  relblved  not  to  give  back  to  the 
arms  of  her  hufband,  a  body  even  involuntarily  pol- 
luted, nor  to  furvive  the  guiltlefs  ftain  which  her 
honour  had  fufiered ;  but  calling  together  her  friends 
in  the  prefence  of  her  huiband,  me  revealed  to  them 
the  fecret  of  the  rape  that  had  been  committed  upon 
her  ;  and  while  conjuring  them  to  revenge  her  in- 
jured name,  flie  frabbed  herfelf  in  the  breaft  with  a 
dagger  fhe  had  concealed  under  her  garments  for  that 
purpofe. 


The  care  taken  by  women  to  preferve  their  chaf- 
tity will  always  be  in  proportion  to  the  value  fet 
upon  it  bv  the  men.  When  the  women  find  that 
the  men  pay  but  little  regard  to  this  virtue,  that 
they  are  as  much  careifed,  and  have  as  good  a  chance 
for  a  hufband  after  they  trefpafTcd  the  rules  of  it  as 
before ;  the  ftrongefl  obligation  laid  upon  them  to 
preferve  it,  is  then  taken  off.    In  the  earlier  period* 
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of  the  Roman  republic,  this  feems  to  have  been  the 
caufe  of  fuch  inviolable  chaflity :  the  men  had  the 
higheft  regard  for  it ;  they  not  only  avoided  any- 
thing inconfiftent  with  purity  of  manners,  any  thing 
that  could  give  offence  to  modfly,  in  their  ferious 
hours ;  but  even  in  their  gay  and  fportive  humours, 
when  the  watch  is  apt  to  flip  afide  from  the  door  of 
the  lips,  never  tranfgreffed  the  bounds  of  decency, 
nor  indulged  in  frolic  and  dalliance,  even  with  their 
own  wrives,  before  a  third  perfon  :  they  flighted 
and  defpifed  the  woman  who  had  voluntarily  yielded 
herfelf  to  an  unlawful  embrace  ;  nor  did  any  thing 
hurt  their  honour  fo  much,  as  to  have  a  wife  or  a 
daughter  violated ;  and  methods  of  the  mod  extraor- 
dinary nature  were  often  taken  to  prevent  or  revenge 
fuch  infults. 

Huibands  and  fathers,  valuing  chaflity  more  than 
life,  feveral  times  killed  their  wives  and  daughters, 
when  they  had  no  other  means  of  preventing  them 
from  being  ravifhed  ;  and  women  themfelves,  fired 
by  this  example,  not  unfrequently  facrificed  their 
lives  to  preferve  their  honour.  Virgineus,  when 
he  had  tried  every  poflible  method  to  fave  his 
haplefs  and  beloved  daughter  Virginea  from  the 
tyrant  Claudius,  who,  under  pretence  of  claiming 
her  for  his  flave,  wanted  only  to  have  her  in  his  own 
power,  that  he  might  debauch  her  ;  having  obtained 
leave  to  fpeak  to  her  before  fhe  iliould  be  delivered 
to  the  tyrant  by  the  judgment  of  the  court,  took  her 
in  his  arms,  and  wiping  the  tears  from  her  eyes, 
drew  near  to  fome  butchers'  fhops,  which  flood  in 
the  Forum,  where  caufes  were  publicly  tried,  and 
where  Virginea  had  jufl  been  adjudged  the  property 
of  Claudius.  There,  fnatching  up  a  knife,  and 
turning  to  his  daughter,  '  My  dear  child,  (laid  he) 
*  this  is  the  only  way  left  to  fave  thy  liberty  and  thy 
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'honour.  Go,  Virginea !  go  to  thy  anceflors 
'  whilft  thou  art  yet  free  and  unclefiled  !'  Thus 
faying,  he  plunged  the  fatal  knife  into  her  bread  ; 
and  fuch  was  the  regard  of  the  Romans  to  chafiity, 
that  almoft  the  whole  of  the  people  role  in  arms,  to 
revenge  the  injured  father,  and  the  murdered 
daughter. 

Could  any  thing  more  forcibly  demonftrate  the 
manner  in  which  the  Romans  exerted  themfelves  to 
prefer  ve  the  delicacy,  as  well  as  the  honour  of  their 
women,  it  would  be  the  following  circumftances  : — 
Manlius,  a  patrician  and  Senator  of  Rome,  having 
inadvertently  faluted  his  wife  in  the  prefence  of  his 
daughter,  and  being  by  the  Cenfors  accufed  of  an 
indecency ;  the  Senate,  after  folemnly  confidering 
the  matter,  {truck  him  off  the  lift  of  their  order. 
Junius  Caefar,  having  heard  fome  indecent  reports 
of  his  wife,  immediately  divorced  heir,  without  en- 
quiring whether  fhe  was  guilty  or  innocent ;  and 
being  ahked  the  reafon  of  fo  fever e  a  treatment,  c  I 
would  not  (aniwered  he)  have  the  wife  of  Casfar 
even  fufpecled.'  When  feveral  of  the  veftal  vir- 
gins had  been  at  one  time  corrupted,  the  Romans 
reared  a  temple  to  Venus  Verticordia,  or  the  turner 
of  hearts ;  and  wonhipped  her  with  fuch  ceremo- 
nies, as  they  imagined  would  incline  her  to  turn  the 
hearts  of  the  Roman  women  to  that  chaftity  which 
they  were  in  danger  of  forfaking.  When  fuch  were 
the  private,  fuch  the  public  inttances  of  the  regard 
ihewn  to  chaftity  by  the  men  •  when  the  women  for- 
feited every  thing  that  was  dear  and  intereftino-.to 
their  fex  j  if  they  deviated  from  it,  can  we  wonder.. 
that  the  Roman  ladies,  while  this  was  the  cafe, 
were  remarkable  beyond  any  thing  that  hiftory  h&S 
handed  down  to  us,  for  this  moft  exalted  of  fejn 
virtues  ? 

K  k 
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Such  was  the  Itate  of  chaflity  in  Rome,  till  the 
Romans  extended  their  conquefls  into  Afia;  and 
returning,  brought  along  with  them  the  amazing 
-wealth,  as  well  as  voluptuous  manners,  of  the 
nations  they  had  plundered ;  when  all  the  boafled 
patriotifm  of  the  one  fex  began  to  give  way  to  the 
moil  fhameful  venalty,  and  all  the  chaflity  of  the 
other,  to  the  force  of  the  fafhionable  vices  jufl  intro- 
duced  among  them.  This  venalty  of  the  men  was 
whetted  by  the  now  luxurious  manner  of  living, 
and  extravagant  tafle  for  pageantry  and  fhow,  and 
gratified  by  getting  into  offices  of  the  date,  and 
plundering  the  provinces,  or  felling  the  interefls  of 
their  country.  Women  too,  not  lefs  fond  of  being 
publicly  confpicuous,  had  no  other  method  of  acquir- 
ing money  to  become  fo,  than  proftitution.  Such 
an  innovation  of  manners  altogether  overturned 
every  fober  plan  of  frugal  ceconomy,  and  turned 
the  ideas  of  both  fexes  entirely  upon  riches,  and  the 
parade  of  the  public  ihews  and  diverfions,  which 
thefe  enabled  them  to  give  and  to  attend.  This  im- 
moderate defire  of  (hews  brought  a  low  and  fhame- 
lefs  freedom  into  fafhion,  and  women  contended  with 
each  other,  who  mould  bribe  higheft  to  obtain  the 
favours  of  a  player.  Debauchery  reduced  fertility  ; 
but  as  fertility  was  not  their  wifli,  they  learned  to 
procure  abortions,  that  their  pleafures  might  fuffer 
the  lefs  interruption;  at  lair.,  jaded  even  with  thefe 
pleafures,  which  they  had  tried  the  moft  unnatural 
means  to  vary,  their  lewdnefs  become  too  powerful 
to  be  retrained  by  law,  and  bore  down  every  obfla- 
cle  that  oppoled  its  courfe.  The  men,  tinged  with 
the  licentious  manners  of  Alia,  and  contaminated 
with  every  crime,  now  paid  nearly  the  fame  refpeel 
to  her  who  had  forfeited  her  title  to  chaflity,  as  to 
her  who  had  not.  Hence  lewdnefs  and  debauchery, 
neither  afraid  of  ihame  nor  of  punilLment,  became 


OF  WOMEN.  -iy, 

fafhionable  among  every  rank  and  condition  of  wo- 
men, while  chaftity  was  confidered  only  as  an  anti- 
quated virtue. 

Courts  are  but  too  frequently  the  feminaries  o:: 
vice.  This  was  evidently  the  cafe  at  Rome.  The  em- 
preffes  generally  took  the  lead  in  lawlefs  indulgence: 
the  example  of  the  great  is  commonly  followed  by 
the  little:  from  the  court,  a  fcene  of  the  moft 
fhamelefs  libertinifm,  hardly  to  be  paralleled  in  hif- 
tory,  dilTeminated  idelf  all  over  Rome.  Women 
danced  naked  on  the  flage,  bathed  promifcuoufiy 
with  the  men,  and,  with  more  than  mafculine 
effrontery,  committed  every  fort  of  irregularity.  By 
the  unbounded  licence  thus  given  to  unlawful  plea- 
fures,  matrimony  became  unfailiionable,  and  was 
confidered  as  a  confinement  and  a  burden,  not  con- 
fident with  Rom  in  freedom  and  independence.  To 
thefe  ideas  alfo  the  conduct  of  the  married  women 
did  not  a  little  contribute,  and  railed  in  the  huibands 
fuch  a  difguft  at  marriage,  that  even  Metellus  the 
Cenfor,  who  ought  to  have  been  the  protector  of 
that  inilitution,  made  the  following  fpeech  to  the 
people  againft  it:  c  If  it  were  poffible  for  us  to  do 
c  without  wives,  we  fhouid  deliver  ourfelves  from 
c  this  evil;  bii%as  nature  has  ordained,  that  we  can- 
•  not  live  very  happily  with  them,  nor  without 
4  them,  we  ought  to  have  more  regard  to  our  own 
c  preiervation,  than  to  tranfient  gratifications.' 
Rome  is  the  only  place  that  ever  furniihed  an  initance 
of  a  general  conspiracy  among  the  married  women  to 
poifon  their  hufbands. 

A  variety  of  laws  were  from  time  to  time  devifed 
by  the  Romans  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  public  prosti- 
tution. Among  others  it  was  ordained,  that  all  courte- 
zans fhouid  take  out  a  licence  from  the  court  of  the 
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iEdiles ;  which  they  fhould  renew  once  every  year, 
and  without  which  they  fhould  not  be  allowed  to 
carry  on  their  trade ;  that  their  names,  and  the 
price  of  their  favours,  fhould  be  wrote  upon  the 
doors  of  their  houfes.  Thefe,  one  would  have  ima- 
gined, were  fuch  conditions  as  no  women  who  had 
the  lead  remaining  fpark  of  fenfibility  would  have 
agreed  to.  But  the  torrent  of  vice  was  not  to  be 
Hopped  fo  eafily :  women,  who  were  wives  and 
daughters  to  Roman  knights,  were  not  aihamed  to 
apply  for  fuch  licences ;  and  the  infection  was  even 
reaching  higher.  Viflilla,  a  lady  of  a  Praetorian 
family,  with  an  unparalleled- effrontery  appeared  in 
public  court  before  the  iEdiles,  and  declaring  her- 
fdf  a  proftitute,  demanded  a  licence  to  enable  her 
to  exercife  her  trade.  Debauched  as  the  Romans 
then  were,  under  a  prince  fo -difTolute  as  Tiberius, 
their  iears  were  alarmed  ;  and  the  fenate  enacled 
feveral  laws  to  reftrain  at  leaf!  women  of  rank  from 
degrading  themfelves  and  families  by  a  conduct  fo 
infamous :  they  ordained,  no  women  whofe  father, 
grandfather,  or  hufband,  was  a  Roman  knight,  or 
of  any  higher  quality,  fhould  be  allowed  to  take 
upon  her  the  trade  of  proftitution.  The  debau- 
chery of  the  women  was  alfo  the  cccafion  of  the 
Voconian  law,  which  we  have  already  mentioned ; 
but  when  corruption  had  interwoven  itfelf  fo  dexter- 
oufly  into  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  Romans, 
laws  became  too  feeble  to  bring  on  a  reformation. 
The  emperor  Titus  prohibited  ail  public  flews : 
the  prohibition  was  but  little  regarded.  3^hen 
Severus  mounted  the  throne,  he  found  on  the  roll 
of  caufes  to  be  tried,  no  lefs  than  three  thoufand 
profecutions  for  adultery  :  he  had  formed  a  fcheme 
cf  reformation  ;  from  that  moment  he  abandoned 
h  as  impoffible. 
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But  it  was  not  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the 
Romans  only,  that  were  tinged  with  debauchery: 
that  vice  at  lad  insinuated  itfelf  into  their  religious 
ceremonies  alfo.  Fond  of  imitating  the  Greeks, 
the  Bacchanalian  myderies,  which  they  celebrated, 
were  at  length  introduced  into  Rome,  and  filled 
the  city  with  a  fcene  of  horror  and  profligacy,  as 
appears  from  Livy,  hardly  equalled  in  the  annals  of 
any  country.  c  An  obfcure  Greek  (fays  he)  came 
from  Etruria,  but  brought  with  him  none  of  thofe 
arts  which  that  mod  accomplished  people  have 
introduced,  to  improve  our  minds  and  perfons ; 
a  little  paltry  priefl  and  fortune-teller,  not  one  that 
ihocked  the  minds  of  the  people,  by  publicly  pro- 
feffing  to  make  a  gain  and  a  trade  of  fome  religious 
ceremonies  which  he  openly  taught,  but  he  was 
the  minider  of  fecret  rites  ;  he  had  his  myderies, 
in  which  but  few  were  at  firfl  initiated,  but  which 
were  afterwards  communicated  to  men  as  well  as 
women,  without  didinction  or  redraint.  To  thefe 
rites  an  entertainment  of  the  fined  wines  and  mod 
exquifite  dainties  was  added,  to  entice  the  greater 
numbers  to  become  members  of  the  fociety. 

c  When  drinking  had  deprived  them  of  their  fen- 
c  fes,  and  v/hen  the  night,  with  the  mixed  company 
c  of  young  and  old,  and  of  men  and  women,  had 
c  put  an  end  to  all  modedy,  every  fort  of  vice 
4  began  at  once  to  be  praclifed,  as  every  one  found 

*  the  means  of  thofe  luds  at  hand,  to  which  he  was 
'  by  nature  mod  addicted.  Nor  were  thefe  crimes 
c  confined  to  one  fpecies  only,  the  promifcuous 
c  debauchery  of  men  and  women  of  rank  and  family; 
c  but  from  thence  iluied  falfe  witneil'es,  falfe  feals, 
c  falfe  oaths,  and  falfe  deeds ;  and  even  poifons,  and 

*  afTaflinations,  fo  fecret,  that  they  cculd  not  fome- 

*  times  find  the  bodies  to  bury  them.     Many  crimes 
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6  were  perpetrated  by  fraud,  many  by  force,  which 
f  no  perfon  knew  of:  for  amid  fach  a  fcene  of  de- 
f.  bauchery  and  (laughter,  attended  with  the  howling 
1  of  the  people,  and  the  noife  of  the  trumpets  and 
'  cymbals,  it  was  impoiiible  to  hear  the  cries  of 
c  thofe  who  were  calling  for  alliftarice.  At  firft,  the 
6  extent  of  the  city,  and  a  willingnefs  to  endure  an 

J  -  o 

c  evil  of  this  fort,  made  it  pafs  unnoticed  ;  but 
'  Poflhumus  the   Conful   was  at   lad  informed  of 

<  k. 


4  At  firft  their  chapel  was  appropriated^  women 
only,  no  man  being  on  any  account  admitted  into 
it :  there  were  three  days  fet  apart  in  each  year  for 
initiation  into  the  Bachanalian  myfteries  ;  and  the 
women,  in  their  turn,  were  ufualiy  created  prieft- 
efles.  Pacuila  Minia  Campana  altered  every  thing, 
as  if  directed  by  the  gods  fo  to  do  :  flie  firft  initiated 
men,  Menius  and  Herennius,  her  own  fons ;  and 
inftead  of  confining  the  time  of  initiation  to  three 
days  in  the  year,  fhe  extended  it  to  five  times 
every  month,  and  fixed  the  time  in  the  nipht.  Bv 
this  means  the  facred  rites  became  common,  the 
men  and  women  made  but  one  company,  and  the 
darknefs  increafed  their  licentioufnefs :  no  wick- 
ednefs,  no  abomination,  was  left  unpraclifed.  If 
there  was  any  one  who  refented  their  infults,  or 
came  behind  them  in  wickednefs3  he  was  facrificed 
as  a  victim  ;  nor  did  they  blufh  to  glory  in  this  as 
the  height  of  their  religion. 

c  The  men  prophened  with  fanatical  toffing  of  their 
'  bodies,  as  if  they  were  poftefTed  ;  and  the  women, 
•  with  their  hair  diihevelled,  and  drejSed  after  the 
'  manner  of  Bacchanals,  ran  to  the  Tyber  with  burn- 
c  ing  torches,  which  they  plunged  into  the  water, 
c  and  drew  out  ftill  in  a  flame.      Whoever  refufed 
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6  to  join  with  them,  or  partake  of  their  guilt,  or 
4  fubmit  to  their  indecencies,  they  bound  on  a  ma- 
6  chine,  and  hurried  out  of  fight  to  fame  unfre- 
'  quented  wood,  pretending  that  the  gods  had  taken 
'  him.  There  were  among  them  many  of  the  firft 
'  quality  of  both  fexes  5  and  after  two  years  they 

*  made  a  rule,  that  no  perfon  mould  be  initiated  who 

*  was  more  than  twenty  years  of  age  ;  judging,  that 
6  fuch  were  moil  likely  to  be  feduced  to  their  errors, 
c  and  fubmit  to  their  debaucheries." 

To  all  thefe  inftances  of  the  flagitious  character  of 
Roman  women,  we  may  add,  that  they  appear  to 
have  been  the  fifft  who  practifed  the  trade  of  pro.fti- 
tution  in  their  own  country  ;  it  feems  to  have  been  a 
cuflom  from  the  earlier!  antiquity,  that  the  profti- 
tutes  of  every  nation,  were  women  who  reforted  to 
them  from  other  nations,  and  we;e  called  ftrangers ; 
hence  a  ftrange  woman,  and  an  harlot,  generally  fig- 
nify  the  fame  thing  in  fcripture  ;  and  hence  the  re- 
peated injunctions  which  Solomon  laid  upon  his  fon, 
not  to  give  his  ftrength  to  llrange  women.  This 
cuftom  of  women  betaking  themfelves  to  another 
country  when  they  became  proftitutes,  we  have 
reafon  to  believe,  was  univerfal  among  the  ancients ; 
whether  it  was,  that  every  people,  willing  to  have 
it  believed  that  their  own  women  were  more  virtu- 
ous than  thofe  of  their  neighbours,  would  not  fuffer 
them  to  proftitute  themfelves  at  home  ;  or  whether 
fuch  women  as  took  upon  them  this  ihameful  trade, 
were  mitigated  by  fome  little  remains  of  modelly,  to 
leave  their  own  country  and  praclife  it  among  ftran- 
gers ;  we  fhall  not  take  upon  us  to  determine  :  but 
we  are  allured,  that  the  Greeks,  however  debauch- 
ed and  licentious,  commonly  adhered  to  this  cuftom, 
while  the  Romans,  who  broke  thresh  everv  re- 
ftraint,  paid  no  regard  to  it. 
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But  lewdnefs  and  debauchery  were  not  the  only 
vices  of  the  Roman  women  ;  through  the  whole  of 
their  exiitence  as  a  nation,  the  Romans  were  re- 
markable for  their  cruelty.  Several  of  their  laws,  as 
that  which  gave  to  fathers  a  power  of  life  and  death 
over  their  children,  and  to  hufbands  a  power  hardly 
lefs  extenfive  over  their  wives,  are  a  proof  of  this : 
but  it  appears  in  a  dill  ftronger  light,  when  we  con- 
fider  the  barbarous  treatment  of  the  Haves,  by  whips 
and  tortures ;  and  the  deluges  of  blood  which  were 
fhed  almoft  by  every  ufurper  of  the  empire,  fome- 
times  from  fufpicion,  oftener  perhaps  from  mere 
wantonnefs  and  barbarity  of  nature,  the  fpe&acles  of 
wild  beads,  tearing  criminals  and  captives  to  pieces, 
and  gladiators  hacking  one  another  down  for  the 
amufement  of  the  public  ;  and  laft  of  all,  their  be- 
haviour towards  thofe  unhappy  nations  who  were 
conquered  by  their  arms.  Nor  was  Roman  cruelty 
only  a  male  vice,  the  fofter  fex  were  far  from  being 
proof  againft  the  contagion.  In  the  220th  year  of 
Rome,  Tullia,  the  daughter  of  Severus,  then  king 
of  the  Romans,  having,  with  her  hufband  Tarquin, 
confpired  to  affafiinate  her  father,  and  place  them- 
felves  on  the  throne  in  his  Head  ;  the  order  for  the 
atrocious  deed  being  given  in  a  tumult  of  the  people, 
the  infamous  Tullia,  mounted  her  chariot  with  an 
air  of  triumph  to  return  to  her  houfe  ;  in  the  ftreei: 
through  which  ilie  was  drove,  the  murderers  had 
juft  left  the  king's  body  bleeding  and  hardly  breath- 
lefs ;  the  difmal  fpe&acle  ftruck  the  charioteer  with 
horror,  he  checked  his  horfes,  and  petrified  with 
amazement,  could  not  proceed!  Why  do  not  you 
go  on,  cries  Tullia,  what  flops  you  ?  Alas  !  faid  he, 
turning  about  to  her  as  he  fpoke,  That  is  the  body 
of  the  king,  your  father !  At  thefe  words,  match- 
ing up  a  flool  that  was  in  the  chariot,  and  throwing 
it  at  his  head,  Go  on,  cried  £he,  and  do  not  be  afraid 
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of  driving  over  a  dead  body.  The  driver  obeyed, 
and  the  blood  of  the  father  is  faid  to  have  ftained 
the  chariot  and  the  cloathes  of  the  inhuman  daugh- 
ter. Antony  having  ordered  Cicero  to  be  beheaded, 
and  the  head  to  be  brought  to  him,  when  it  arrived, 
his  wife,  Fulvia,  laid  hold  of  it,  ftrucic  it  on  the 
face,  uttered  many  bitter  execrations,  and  placing 
it  between  her  knees,  drew  out  the  tongue,  and 
pierced  it  with  a  bodkin.  To  thefe  we  might  eafily 
add  many  more  inftances  of  the  cruelty  of  the 
Roman  women,  but  we  drop  a  fubjett  fo  difagree- 
able. 

After  the  Romans  became  acquainted  with  Afia, 
in  whatever  light  we  view  their  women,  they  fcarcely 
exhibit  any  amiable  qualities,  except  fome  imperfect 
relics  of  their  ancient  patriotifm,  a  virtue,  which 
unlefs  exercifed  vv'ith  the  greatefl  moderation, 
fcarcely  ever  adorns  the  female  character.  As  wives, 
we  have  feen  that  the  Roman  matrons  were  frequently 
unchafle ;  as  mothers,  not  lefs  frequently  carelefs 
and  unnatural,  luxurious  and  extravagant  beyond 
meafure ;  at  lail,  they  became  almoft  entirely  the 
creatures  of  ambition,  and  of  pleafure ;  even  reli- 
gion, which  almoft  in  every  age  and  country,  feems 
to  have  been  more  devoutly  cultivated  by  the  women 
than  the  men,  does  not  appear  at  Rome  to  have 
had  any  fuperior  power  over  the  female  heart ;  their 
women  attended  at  procefiions,  when  any  public 
calamity  was  to  be  averted,  and  were  fomecimes 
made  priellefies  of  certain  temples ;  but  we  read  of 
few  peculiar  ach  of  their  piety,  and  of  few  facriilces 
which  they  offered  to  propitiate  the  gods  of  their 
countrv. 


L  1 
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Such  is  the  general  character  of  the  Roman 
women ;  were  we  to  defcend  to  more  particulars, 
we  might  give  inftances  almoit  without  end  of  their 
depravity,  and  not  a  few  of  their  virtue.  Before 
the  Republic  was  contaminated  with  the  riches, 
which  from  every  qua:ter  of  the  plundered  globe 
flowed  to  Rome,  they  were  in  general  the  belt  of 
wives,  of  mothers,  and  of  citizens ;  having  by  their 
mediation,  advice,  and  money,  feveral  times  laved 
the  finking  ftate  ;  and  it  is  with  pleafure  we  remark, 
that  even  amid  the  general  depravity  we  have  been 
delineating,  there  ft  ill  appeared  many  amiable  and 
virtuous  characters,  who  bravely  Hemmed  the 
tide  of  popular  corruption,  and  in  ages  overrun 
with  every  vice,  flood  forth  the  advocates  of  virtue, 
of  maternal  tendernefs,  and  of  conjugal  fidelity  \ 
preferving  their  children  and  hufbands,  from  falling 
victims  to  the  horrid  profcriptions  of  Octavius, 
Antony,  Lepidus,  Nero,  and  many  others,  who, 
with  a  barbarity  which  can  hardly  be  equalled  in 
hiftory,  caufed  to  be  murdered  in  cool  blood  one 
half  of  the  nobility  of  Rome. 
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CHAPTER     XIT. 


The  fame  Subjeft  continued. 


EAVING  the  Romans,  and  proceeding 
in  our  enquiry,  we  again  defcend  into  the  regions  of 
hiftorical  obfcurity,  where  we  are  prefented  with  a 
group  of  nation^  and  people,  now  hardly  diftinguifh- 
able  from  each  other,  and  of  many  of  whom,  we 
fcarcely  know  any  thing  but  the  names.  Of  fuch 
people  it  would  be  vain,  as  well  as  ridiculous,  to 
attempt  a  minute  and  circumftantial  character;  we 
ihall,  therefore,  content  ourfelves  with  iketching 
the  outlines  of  it  among  that  group  of  northern 
nations,  which  we  have  no  authentic  accounts  to 
enable  us  to  delineate  more  diftinctiy. 

Though  in  a  ftatc  of  the  utmoft  uncultivation  of 

manners,  and  attached  to  religions  which  inculcated 
but  few  of  the  precepts  of  morality;  and  in  many 
cafes  directly  .contradicted  them;  the  women  of  the 
ancient  northern  nations  were  not  deftitute  of  virtue 
and  of  excellence ;  early  in  life,  they  learned  that 
modelty  which  adorned  their  character;  and  that 
indufery  which  often  maintained  themfelves  and  their 
hufbands,  when  thefe  failed  to  procure  iubfiflence 
by  their  hunting,  or  their  depredations:  educated 
by  ckafte  mothers,  and  fortified  in  female  virtue  by 
every  example  around  them,  challity  became  almoit 
an  innate  principle  in  their  minds,  and  daily  ac- 
quired ftrength  by  the  contempt  which  was  thrown 
by  the  men  upon  thofe  who  difregarded  it 5  a  con- 
temut  fo  great,  that  no  woman  could  violate  her  chaf- 
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tity,  without  precipitating  herfelf  into  the  mod  dif- 
mal  certainty  of  perpetual  celibacy,  as  none  could  in 
this  cafe  entertain  even  adiftant  hope  of  pardon,  or 
of  a  hufband,  who  was  not,  as  in  modern  times,  to 
be  obtained  by  riches,  nor  the  alliance  of  the  great, 
but  only  by  perfonal  attractions,  moll  Itriclly  attached 
to  unfpotted  perfonal  virtue. 

Tacitus  drawTs  a  beautiful  picture  of  ancient  Ger- 
man fnnplicity  and  chaftity,  in  the  following  words: 
4  A  ftri£t  regard  for  the  matrimonial  Hate  charac- 
4  terifes    the  Germans,    and  deferves    our  higheft 
4  applaufe.       Among  them  female  virtue  runs    no 
4  hazard  of  being  debauched  by  the  outward  objects 
4  of  the  fenfes,  or  of  being  corrupted  by  fuch  focial 
4  gaieties  as  inflame  the  paflions;  chaftity  once  for- 
4  feited  is  never  forgiven;  vice  is  not  made  the  ob- 
4  ject  of  mirth  and  raillery,  nor  is  fafhion  pleaded  as 
6  an  excufe  for  being    corrupt,     or    for   corupting 
4  others;     good  cuftoms  and    manners    avail    more 
4  among  thefe  barbarous  people,    than  good  laws 
4  among  fuch  as  are  more  refined.'     We  are  apt  to 
place  the  greatefl  purity  of  manners  in  particular 
ftates  of  cultivation    and    refinement;     experience, 
however,  fhews  us  that  we  are  often  in  the  wrong. 
From  this  account  of  Tacitus,  the  ancient  Germans 
appear  to  have  exceeded  in  fome  points  of  morality, 
the  mod  polilhed  and  inftrucled  nations  of  Europe; 
nor  were  the   Goths  behind  them,    they  deemed 
purity  of  manners  their  diflinguifhing  chara&eriftic, 
and  therefore  they  faid,  4  Though  we  punifli  forni- 
4  cation  in  our  own  countrymen,  we  pardon  it  in  the 
4  Romans,    as  they  are  by  nature    and    education 
4  weak,  and  incapable  of  reaching  to  our  fublimity 
4  of  virtue.' 
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By  an  ancient  law  of  Iceland,  any  one  who  kitted 
a  woman  againft  her  inclination,  was  condemned  to 
exile;  and  even  he  who  obtained  her  ccnfent,  fub- 
je&ed  himfelf  thereby  to  a  fine  of  three  marks  of  fil- 
ver.     We  have  in  a  former  chapter  taken  notice  of 
fome  laws  of  this  nature  among  the  northern  nations, 
and  mall  here  add,  that  they  were  in  general  fo  feli- 
citous of  the  honour  of  their  women,  and  took  fuch 
care  that  no  indecency  mould  be  offered  to  them, 
that  their  laws  in  mod  places  prefcribed  the  manner 
in  which  the  two  fexes  mould  behave  to  each  other. 
The  Goths  prohibited  even  a  furgeon  from  bleeding 
a  free  woman,  unlefs  in  the  prefence  of  her  father, 
mother,  brother,  fen,  or  fome  other  near  relation ; 
and  fixed  a  fine  upon  a  man  who  prefumed  to  touch 
a  woman  againft  her  will,  according  to  her  quality, 
and  the   part  of  her  body  he  touched.     In  other 
places^  a  fine  was  alfo  impofed  on  him  who  killed  a 
woman,  except  in  fporting,  at  convivial  meetings, 
or  on  returning  from  a  long  journey.     Thefe,  and 
many  other  laws  of  the  fame  nature,    among  the 
inhabitants  of  the  north,  not  only  ftood  as  fo  many 
centinels  on  the  threfhold  of  virtue,  but  by  rendering 
all  accefs  to  the  fair  lex  fo  exceedingly  difficult,  and 
even  dangerous,  taught  men  to  look  up  to  them  as 
a  kind  of  fuperior  beings,  and  flamped  upon  them  a 
value  which    arofe  nearly  to  adoration;     a  value, 
which  they  never  can  attain  to,  where  modern  free- 
dom and  gallantry  make  the  accefs  to  them  fo  eafy; 
and,  where  their  own  vanity  prompts  them  to  appear 
conftantly  in  every  public  place,  and  cheapen  thenar 
felves  by  a  vifible  fondnefs  to  be  difpofed  of.     There 
is  not  perhaps  in  nature  a  more  general  law,  than 
that  which  induces  us  to  value  every  thing  in  propor- 
tion to  the  pains  and  labour  it  has  coil  us.    The  wo- 
men of  the  nations  we  are  confiderinsr     naturally 
chafle,  proud,  and  difficult  of  accefs,  both  by  cuftopj 
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and  by  law,  were  not  to  be  gained  by  every  flight 
attack,  nor  did  they  yield  to  every  pretended  admi- 
rer: nothing  but  a  lover's  rendering-  himfclf  worthy 
of  his  miftfefs  by  valour,  and  every  other  acquifition 
then  in  eftintatiori',  could  make  her  propitious  to  his 
wiihes;  hence  he  feldom  got  porTeilion  of  the  object 
of  his  heart,  but  after  a  long  train  of  labours  and 
difficulties ;  and  the  value  he  had  for  her,  was  rnea- 
fured  by  the  retrofpective  view  of  all  that  he  had 
gone  through  on  her  account.  But  a  further  difcuf- 
iion  of  this  fubjeft  will  fall  more  naturally  under  the 
head  of  courtfhip. 

An  hiftorian  endeavouring  to  delineate  the  charac- 
ters of  people  fo  little  known,  as  many  of  thole*  we 
have  already  mentioned,  as  well  as  thoie  we  are 
now  confidering,  may  be  compared  to  an  antiqua- 
rian, folicitous  about  difcovering  the  real  fize  of  our 
anceflors,  in  the  times  when  they  were  faid  to  be 
gigantic;  but  not  being  able  any  where  to  find  an 
entire  Itatue,  or  fkeleton,  can  only  find  the  foot  or 
hand  of  a  fiatue,  or  the  bone  of  an  arm  or  leg  of  a 
fkeleton;  when  calculating  that  fuch  parts  of  a  regu- 
larly formed  body,  bear  fuch  proportions  to  the 
whole,  he  can  difcover  with  a  tolerable  degree  of 
precificn  what  the  fize  of  the  whole  was.  In  like 
manner,  though  the  hiftorian  has  only  broken  and 
interrupted  fketches  of  the  character  of  a  people,  he 
may,  by  carefully  comparing  them  together,  and 
tracing  the  relations  they  bear  to  the  virtues  and  vices 
that  make  up  the  whole  of  a  human  character,  be 
able  to  form  a  tolerable  conjecture  concerning  the 
people  to  whom  they  belong.  Thus  from  every 
anecdote  handed  down  to  us  of  the  women  of  the 
north,  we  may  delineate  them  to  have  been  chafte. 
frugal,  induftrious,  and  pofTefTed  of  fome  little  (hare 
of  knowledge,  which  gave  them  in  many  refpects  a 
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Superiority  over  the  men,  who  were  to  the  kit  de- 
gree ignorant.  With  all  thefe  good  qualities  they 
feem  to  have  had  a  mixture  of  pride  and  ferocity  in 
their  nature,  not  very  confident  with  that  female 
foftnefs  and  delicacy  which  the  men  in  general  fo 
much  admire. 

Such,  perhaps,  was  nearly  the  general  character 
of  the  fair  fex,  from  the  earlied  infancy  of  the  north- 
ern nations,  till  towards  the  decline  of  chivalry, 
when  it  began  to  ailiime  a  more  degenerate  appear- 
ance, and  for  feveral  ages  continued  to  be  only  a 
composition  of  brutality  and  debauchery,  from  which 
again  it  is  happily  emerged.  In  the  fixth  centnry, 
when  the  pafTions  feem  to  have  been  divided  between 
religion  and  debauchery,  and  the  churches  equally 
appropriated  to  the  prayers  of  the  faint  and  the  pro- 
fligacy of  the  fmner,  it  was  no  uncommon  thing  to 
feize  on  a  woman,  carry  her  by  force,  or  decoy  her 
by  fraud,  to  the  church,  and  there  detain  and  de- 
bauch her;  nor  could  her  relations,  nor  the  laws, 
refcue  her  from  the  arms  of  her  ravilher,  while  he 
chofe  to  keep  within  the  walls  of  the  iacred  afylum. 
In  the  reign  of  Charlemagne,  it  was  a  cuftom  in 
France  to  colleft  together  all  the  {trumpets  they  could 
find,  and  make  them  run  races  for  the  entertainment 
of  ihe  public.  And  in  the  time  of  Lewis  XL  a 
favourite  theatrical  entertainment  was  the  judgment 
of  Paris ;  when  three  of  the  mod  handfpme  of  their 
female  players,  naked  as  they  were  born,  repre- 
sented the  three  goddeiTes,  who  Submitted  themfelves, 
in  this  condition,  to  the  judgment  of  that  youth. 
Whether  it  was  confident  with  female  modedv  to  be 
prefent  at  fuch  entertainments,  mud  be  judged  of 
from  the  complexion  of  the  times :  we  will  venture: 
to  affirm,  however,  that  no  circum dances  could 
make   it  confident  with  delicacy.      We  have  had 
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occafion  formerly  to  mention,  that  the  worfliip  of 
polluted  deities,  and  celebration  of  religious  cere- 
monies remarkable  for  impurity,  have  greatly  con- 
tributed to  contaminate  the  manners ;  and  we  can- 
not help  here  obferving,  that  though  the  object  of 
chriftian  adoration,  and  the  rights  of  the  chriflian 
religion,  are  by  far  the  mod  pure  and  holy,  the 
minifters  of  that  religion  were,  in  the  times  we  are 
fpeaking  of,  quite  the  reverfe.  When  almofl  every 
prieil,  who  fiiould  have  taught  by  example  as  well 
as  by  precept,  gave  himfelf  up  to  lewdnefs,  and  pub- 
licly kept  often  a  variety  of  loofe  women  about  him, 
what  can  we  expect  from  the  people  ?  When  the 
priefta  and  the  people  were  licentious,  the  women 
could  not  efcape  the  contagion  ;  every  rank  was 
whirled  into  the  vortex  of  lewdnefs,  and  the  rudefl  of 
manners.  The  queen  of  Navarre  publifhed  a  volume 
of  Tales,  too  indelicate  for  the  ear  of  a  courtezan. 
Queen  Elizabeth  of  England  was  not  only  much  ad- 
dicted to  fwearing,  but  even  to  the  moil:  vulgar  and 
familiar  kind  of  oaths,  which  flie  uttered  in  a  vulgar 
and  indelicate  manner.  About  her  time,  however, 
the  manners  of  Europe  were  beginning  to  aflume 
that  chaftity  and  elegance  for  which  we  are  now  fo 
happily  diftinguifhed.  But  before  we  furvey  the 
character  and  conducl  of  the  prefent  European  wo- 
men, it  is  neceifary  for  us  to  take  a  view  of  the  other 
parts  of  the  globe,  and  proceed  gradually  from  thofe 
ftates  approaching  the  neareft  to  nature,  to  thofe 
where  the  human  fpecies  has  received  the  highefl 
polifh  from  art. 

The  nearer  that  mankind  approach  to  a  favage 
(late,  the  lefs  difference  in  every  age  and  in  every 
country  is  perceivable  among  them :  in  this  ilate, 
their  obfervations,  their  purlin  is,  are  narrow7  and 
limited ;   their  attachments  few,    but  flrong  ;  and 
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their  refentments  lading  and  implacable.  Beyond 
thefe,  their  condition  admits  of  little  variation  ; 
confequently  their  character,  which  in  polifhed 
nations  is  formed  and  influenced  by  a  thoufand  dif- 
ferent circumdances  and  fituations,  having  but  few 
of  thefe  to  operate  upon  it,  is  marked  with  much 
flronger,  though  fewer  and  more  uniform  appearances. 

• 

In  favage  life,  female  delicacy  has  no  exidence : 
the  mod  abfolute  nakednefs  raifes  not  a  blufh ;  nor 
can  any  action  excite  the  idea  of  fhame :  and  as 
chadity  itfelf  has  not,  in  many  places,  the  fame 
value  damped  upon  it  as  in  civil  fociety,  deviations 
from  it  are  either  confidered  as  no  fault,  or  at  mod 
as  a  fault  of  a  very  trifling  nature,  which  neither 
draws  down  on  a  delinquent  the  ridicule  and  con- 
tempt of  her  own  fex,  nor  the  neglect  and  defer tion 
of  ours.  The  indances  we  could  give  of  this  would 
be  almod  endlefs.  Among  the  Natches,  hufbands  vo- 
luntarily lend  their  wives  to  each  other,  and  married 
as  well  as  unmarried  women,  without  the  lead 
ceremony,  offer  themfelves  to  drangers ;  nay,  in 
fome  places,  they  even  complain  to  their  country- 
men, and  defire  them  to  revenge  the  indignity  thev 
have  differed,  when  refufed  by  a  dranger.  In 
the  didrict  of  the  Hurons,  not  the  lead  degree  of 
of  criminality  is  fixed  upon  her  who  offers  herfelf  to 
proditution :  it  is  a  practice,  into  which  girls  are 
early  initiated  by  their  parents,  and  in  which  the 
cudom  of  their  country  continues  them  through  life. 
In  many  parts  of  South  America,  fo  little  redraint 
is  laid  on  the  commerce  of  the  fexes,  that  it  plainly 
appears  to  be  confidered  as  an  object  not  worthy  of 
legiflation.  Don  Ulloa  reports,  that  the  ancient 
Peruvians  did  not  knowingly  marry  fuch  women  as 
were  virgins,  and  if  on  trial  they  found  them  filch, 
were  highly  affronted  at  being  impofed  upon  :  and 
*       M  m 
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it  is  faid,  that  in  the  kingdom  of  Thibet,  no  woman 
who  has  not  been  deflowered  is  reckoned  fit  for 
matrimony. 

*rhe  Brazilian  women  are  fo  far  from  paying  any 
regard  to  chaftity,  that  they  even  violate  every  prin- 
ciple of  decency  ;  not  being  in  the  leaft  amamed  to 
prepare  and  a'dminifter  to  the  men  ftimulating  po- 
tions, to  create  or  increafe  their  natural  defires ; 
which  when  they  with  to  raife  to  an  extravagant 
height,  the  potions  fometimes  prove  mortal.  At 
Mindanao,  as  foon  as  a  ftranger  arrives,  the  natives 
flock  about  him,  and  eagerly  invite  him  to  their 
houfes  :  the  perfon  whofe  invitation  he  accepts,  is 
fure  to  offer  him  a  female  companion,  whom  he  is 
obliged  to  accept,  and  to  return  a  genteel  prefent  for 
the  unfoiicited  favour.  This  cuflom,  which,  befides 
implying  an  abfolute  and  difpofmg  power  in  the  male, 
likewife  fuppofes  female  unchaftity  to  be  a  matter  of 
no  confideration,  is  obferved  atPulo  Condore,  Pegu, 
Siam,  Cochin -China,  Cambodia,  in  fome  places  of 
the  eafl-Indies,  and  on  the  coafl  of  Guinea.  In 
Otaheite,  chaftity  does  not  feem  to  be  confidered  as 
one  of  the  virtues,  nor  is  the  mod  public  violation  of 
it  looked  upon  either  as  criminal  or  indecent.  The 
women  not  only  readilv  and  openlv  trafficked  with 
the  Englifh  failors  for  perfonal  favours,  but  were 
brought  by  their  fathers  and  brothers  for  that  pur- 
pofc,  as  to  a  market ;  and  thofe  who  brought  them 
were  always  abundantly  confeious  of  the  fuperior 
value  of  youth  and  beauty, 

Befides  a  Uriel:  regard  to  chaftity,  there  is  in  the 
female  character  a  certain  foftnefs  of  temper  and 
difpofition,  mixed  with  a  kind  of  timidity  and  incli- 
nation to  pity,  which  may  vie  with  delicacy,  beauty, 
and  even  with  modefly  itfelf,  in  rendering  a  woman 
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amiable  in  the  eyes  of  every  beholder.  But  of  this 
quality  favage  women  in  every  climate  are  almofl 
entirely  deftitute.  Brought  up  amid  the  florms  of 
rou^h  and  unhofoitable  climates  :  expofed  to  the 
viciflitudes  of  hunger  and  of  cold ;  obliged  to  pro- 
cure molt  of  their  food  by  carnage  and  deftruction  ; 
and  conitantly  accudomed  to  fcenes  of  cruelty  ;  their 
hearts  are  fteeled  againfl:  every  foft  fenfation  ;  and 
pity,  one  of  the  moil  engaging  ornaments  of  the 
female  mind,  reckoned  a  weaknefs,  which  it  is  in- 
cumbent on  them  to  fubdue.  We  have  therefore 
no  reafon  to  expect  in  them  any  of  that  engaging 
foftnefs,  which  conftitutes  the  efTence  of  female 
friendmip,  and  forcibly  engages  the  heart :  nay, 
(o  far  are  they,  in  general,  from  being  fufceptible 
of  any  of  the  companionate  fenfations,  that  the 
very  reverfe  is  their  character. 

Among  many  of  the  tribes  of  North  Americans 
the  women  commonly  go  out  to  meet  the  warriors 
on  their  return  home  ;  and  though  thefe  warrior: 
have  treated  their  captives,  from  the  moment  they 
fell  into  their  hands,  with  an  inhumanity  of  which 
we  can  hardly  form  any  idea ;  yet  the  period  of 
their  real  fufferings  may  he  faid  only  to  commence 
at  the  time  they  are  met  by  the  women.  It  is 
a! mod  incredible  to  believe,  with  what  degree  of 
tranfport  and  rage  thefe  furies  attack  them  ;  and  he 
only  can  form  any  conception  of  it,  who  has  fre- 
quently witnefTed  itic  power  of  the  paribus  over  the 
female  mind,  and  their  concentrated  power  over  the 
female  lavage  ;  where,  being  but  few  in  number, 
their  whole  ftreng.th  i^j  collected,  as  it  were,  into  a 
focus.  Kas  any  woman  among  thofe  who  go  out 
to  meet  the  warriors,  loft  a  huiband,  a  i-m,  a  bro- 
ther, or  near  relation  ;  though  thirty  or  forty  long 
years  have  confpired  to  biot  him  out  of  her  remem- 
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brance,  they  have  confpired  in  vain.  Frantic  with 
revenge,  fhe  falls  on  the  firfl  captive  {he  meets,  and 
violates  decency,  humanity,  and  mercy,  at  every 
wound.  Nor  is  this  fhort-lived  effort  of  a  hidden 
paffion  :  fhe  goes  on  till  her  bodily  ftrength  is  quite 
exhaufled  ;  but  the  fame  infatiable  thirft  of  revenge 
urging  her  implacable  mind,  fhe  no  fooner  recovers 
herfelf  a  little,  than  flip  renews  the  horrid  talk  ;  a 
talk,  which,  with  no  other  interruption  than  what 
is  abfolutely  neceffary  to  refrefh  the  ferocious  tor- 
mentors, generally  continues  in  the  camp,  through 
the  whole  of  the  firft  night  after  the  arrival  of  the 
women  :  and  when  the  prifoners  are  afterward  finally 
condemned,  when  they  are  led  out  to  fuffer,  fuch  a 
fcene  of  torture  as  the  hiflory  of  no  other  people  ever 
yet  paralleled,  and  which  we  think  too  {hocking  to 
defcribe,  the  women  are  the  principal  executioners, 
or  rather  relentlefs  fiends,  who  inflict  tortures  that 
even  hell  might  fhudder  at. 

To  thofe  accuftomed  to  fofter  manners,  and  to 
nations  lefs  fullied  by  fuch  inhuman  crimes,  this 
female  barbarity  muit  appear  as  unaccountable  as  it 
is  {hocking  :  but  it  mull  be  flill  more  fo,  when  we 
inform  our  readers,  that  captive  women,  though 
they  have  not  taken  up  the  hatchet,  nor  come  out 
in  an  hoftile  manner,  are  treated  with  the  fame  in- 
difcriminate  rage  of  cruelty  as  the  men,  and  fall  at 
lad  victims  to  the  lingering  tortures  inflicted  by  their 
own  fex. 

Such  is  the  flate  of  chaftity,  fuch  that  of  huma- 
nity, among  the  lavage  women  of  North  America, 
But  from  thefe  unpromiiing  fpecimens  we  are  not 
rafhly  to  conclude,  that  they  are  deftitute  of  every 
virtue,  and  of  every  excellence.  Their  inhumanity 
is  not  fo  much  the  effect  of  nature,  as  of  education. 
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Revenge  is  a  principle,  which,  from  the  earliefl 
periods  of  antiquity,  has  operated  ftrongly  on  every 
ignorant  and  unlettered  people.  The  Ifraelites 
hardly  treated  their  captives  with  lefs  cruelty  than 
the  Americans;  they  made  them  pafs  through  the 
brick-kilns,  and  under  faws  and  harrows  of  iron. 
The  practice  of  almofl  all  the  ancients  was  nearly  the 
fame :  every  country  had  its  tutelar  deities;  and  it 
was  imagined,  that  a  more  acceptable  fervice  could 
not  be  rendered  to  thefe,  than  to  (lain  their  altars 
with  the  blood  of  the  enemies  of  that  country  which 
they  patronifed ;  thus,  cruelty  to  captives  was  almofl 
in  every  country  a  religious  ceremony,  which  took 
fuch  hold  of  the  human  mind,  that  the  thoughts  of 
the  fufferings  of  the  victims,  were  totally  abforbed 
in  thofe  of  the  fervice  done  to  the  deity.  But,  be- 
fides  this,  there  was  among  the  ancients  another  prin- 
ciple, which  powerfully  urged  them  to  inflict  various 
torments  on  their  captives ;  the  manes,  or  ghofts,  of 
thofe  who  had  fallen  in  battle,  were  fuppofed  to 
to  roam  about  in  a  kind  of  melancholy  mood,  till 
their  blood  was  avenged  on  their  enemies ;  and,  they 
were  even  fometimes  fuppofed  to  appear  to,  and 
folicit  their  furviving  friends  to  this  vengeance; 
which  was  the  more  fully  accomplifhed,  the  more 
horrid  the  tortures  that  were  inflicted.  Strongly 
excited  by  the  latter,  if  not  alfo  by  the  former  of 
thefe  motives,  we  difcover  that  an  exuberance  of 
friendmip  to  their  deceafed  relations,  is  the  fource 
1  from  whence  arifes  that  variety  of  torments  with 
which  they  execute  their  enemies. 

Were  this  horrid  barbarity  of  the  American  wo- 
men congenial  to  their  nature,  or  what  they  de- 
lighted in  from  mere  wantonnefs,  we  fhould  reckon 
them  the  mod  execrable  of  all  human  beings;  but 
we  pity  them,  when  we  confider  it  as  the  effect  of 
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the  moil  unbounded,  though  miftaken  friendfhip; 
and  indeed,  of  all  the  marks  which  mod  peculiarly 
charadterife  ravage  life,  friendship  and  hatred  are 
the  ftrongeft.  As  an  injury  done  to  a  favage,  is 
never  to  be  forgiven;  fo  a  good  action  is  held  in 
everlafting  remembrance,  and  commonly  attaches 
him  to  you  in  a  friendship,  which  adverfky  cannot 
fhake,  which  danger  cannot  terrify,  nor  even  death 
itfelf  turn  afide  from  your  intereft.  In  places  where 
chafiity  is  required  of  the  (ex,  this  quality  makes 
them  the  mod:  faithful  and  inviolable  of  all  wives. 
Where  chafiity  is  not  required,  if  they  are  but  tole- 
rably well  ufed  by  their  hufbands,  it  binds  them  in 
an  attachment  to  their  interefts  and  perfons,  far 
furpaffing  every  thing  that  we  ever  meet  with  in  civil 
fociety.  As  to  their  other  qualities,  they  are  fub- 
mifTive  and  obedient  to  their  hufbands ;  patient  fuf- 
ferers  of  hunger,  cold,  pain,  and  all  that  variety  of 
wretchednefs  to  which  their  lives  are  daily  expofed ; 
flrenuous  exerters  of  their  powers,  when  flimulated 
by  want,  but  feldom  bleffed  with  a  talent  for  unre- 
mitting induftry;  and  ftill  feldomer,  perhaps,  with 
forefight  enough  to  be  productive  of  ceconomy. 
Like  all  other  ignorant  people,  the  molt  abfolute 
dupes  of  fuperftition,  by  which  conftantly  deceived 
themfelves,  they  conflantly  deceive  one  another,  and 
ftill  more  deceive  their  men,  who  take  the  ravings  of 
a  difiempered  female  brain,  for  the  infalliible  fug- 
geftions  of  the  Great  Spirit. 

In  afcending  from  thefe  fcencs,  where  we  are  pre- 
fented  with  nature  in  her  moll:  rude  and  uncultivated 
ihape,  to  thofe  where  (be  is  juft  beginning  to  put  on 
an  appearance  fomething  lefs  difgufting,  we  naturally 
turn  our  eyes  from  the  frozen  regions  and  tracklefs 
waftes  of  North  America, .  to  the  more  indulgent 
climates  of  Africa  and  Afia;  though  we  are  forry  to 
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fay,  that,  even  in  many  parts  of  thefe,  we  find  the 
progrefs  of  civil  fociety  and  cultivation  of  manners, 
to  have  advanced  but  a  very  few  degrees  beyond  the 
Americans. 

In  travelling  over  the  vafl  peninfula  of  Africa,  we 
naturally  expect  to  find,  among  fo  many  different 
people,  a  great  diverfity  of  manners  and  of  character; 
in  this,  however,  we  are  much  difappointed,  for 
notwithstanding  the  great  variety  of  climates  that  the 
Africans  inhabit,  and  different  forms  of  government 
to  which  they  are  fubjected,  they  are  every  where 
nearly  the  fame  kind  of  people;  a  general  famenefs 
and  uniformity  of  fentiments  and  ufages,  running 
through  the  whole  of  thofe  immenfe  regions  they  pof- 
fefs,  with  fome  trifling  difference  only  in  the  degrees 
of  the  fame  qualities ;  and  with  this  remarkable  coin- 
cidence of  the  whole,  that  thefe  qualities  are  com- 
monly the  worfl  of  thofe  which  have  difgraced  hu- 
man nature ;  infomuch  that  among  their  neighbours 
it  is  a  proverb,  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  globe 
have  a  mixture  of  good  and  evil  in  them,  except  the 
Africans. 

When  we  take  a  furvey  of  the  ancient,  and  the 
prefent  Africans,  it  is  with  fome  furprife,  that  while 
we  find  their  manners  and  cuftoms  to  be  nearly  the 
fame,  we  difcover  at  the  fame  time,  that  every  fpark 
of  genius,  and  every  idea  of  moral  rectitude,  feem 
almofl  entirely  diflipated  from  among  them.  The 
names  of  Hannibal,  of  Afdrubal,  and  Terence, 
fliew  that  they  were  formerly  famous  for  heroes, 
and  for  poets;  and  after  the  introduction  of  the 
Chriftian  religion  among  them,  the  names  of  Cyprian, 
Auguftine,  and  Tertullian,  do  credit  to  their  divi- 
nity ;  they  were  in  old  time  renowned  for  their  indus- 
try in  cultivating  the  ground,  for  their  trade,  navi- 
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gation,  caravans,  and  ufeful  arts;  at  prefent  they 
are  infamous  for  their  idlenefs,  ignorance,  fuperfti- 
tion,  treachery;  and  above  all,  for  their  lawlefs 
methods  of  robbing  and  murdering  all  the  other  in- 
habitants of  the  globe,  as  the  piratical  flates  of 
Tunis  and  Algiers  every  day  demonftrate. 

It  would  feem,  that  loll  as  they  are  to  almoft 
every  virtue,  they  (till  retain  fome  fenfe  of  their  own 
flagitioufnefs  of  character ;  but  as  they  do  not  chufe 
to  amend,  their  priefls,  or  Marabouts,  endeavour  to 
juftify  their  by  the  following  ftory:  '  Noah,  fay 
they,  was  no  fooner  dead,  than  his  three  fons,  the 
flrfl  of  whom  was  white,  the  fecond  tawny,  and 
the  third  black,  agreed  upon  dividing  among  them 
his  goods  and  pofTefTions:  after  having  come  to  this 
refolution,  the  greater!  part  of  the  day  was  fpent  in 
forting  that  variety  of  goods  which  their  father 
had  left,  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to  adjourn  the 
divifion  of  them  till  the  next  morning :  having  fup- 
ped,  and  fmoaked  a  friendly  pipe  together,  they 
all  went  to  red:,  each  in  his  own  tent.  After  a  few 
hours  fleep,  the  white  brother  got  up,  feized  on 
the  gold,  filver,  precious  (tones,  and  other  things 
of  the  greateft  value,  loaded  the  belt  horfes  with 
them,  and  rode  away  to  that  country  where  his 
white  pofterity  have  been  fettled  ever  fince.  The 
tawny  awaking  foon  after,  and  with  the  fame  cri- 
minal intention,  was  furprifed  when  he  came  to  the 
florehoufe,  to  find  that  his  brother  had  been  before- 
hand with  him,  but  refolving  to  make  the  bed  of  a 
bad  bargain,  haftily  fecured  the  reft  of  the  horfes 
and  camels,  and  loading  them  with  the  beft  car- 
pets, cloaths,  and  other  remaining  goods  directed 
his  route  to  another  part  of  the  world,  leaving 
behind  him  only  a  few  of  the  coarfefl  of  the  goods, 
and  fome  provifions  of  little  value.      When  the 
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*  third,  or  black  brother,  came  next  morning,  in 
6  the  honefty  of  his  heart,  to  make  the  propofed 
6  divifion,  and  could  neither  find  his  brethren,  nor 
6  any  of  the  valuable  commodities,  he  eafily  judged 

*  that  they  had  tricked  him,  and  were  by  that  time 
'  fled  beyond  any  poffibility  of  a  difcovery.  In  this 
'  mod  afflicting  fituation,  he  took  his  pipe,  and  fet 
c  him  down  to  confider  on  the  moft  effectual  means  of 

*  retrieving  his  lofs,  and  being  revenged  on  his  perfi- 

*  dious  brothers.  After  revolving  a  variety  of 
c  fchemes  in  his  mind,  he  at  lad  fixed  upon  watching 
'  every  opportunity  of  making  reprifals  on  them, 
4  and  laying  hold  of,  and  carrying  away  their  pro- 
c  perty  as  often  as  it  fhould  fall  in  his  way,  in 
c  revenge  for  the  lofs  of  that  patrimony  of  which 
'  they  had  fo  unjuftly  deprived  him:  having  come 
6  to  this  refolution,  he  not  only  continued  in  the 
6  practice  of  it  all  his  life,  but  on  his  death-bed  laid 
6  the  ftrongeft  injunctions  on  his  defendants  to  do  fo 
c  to  the  end  of  the  world.' 

From  this  fhort  /ketch  of  the  general  character 
of  the  Africans,  the  prafpect  before  us,  when  we 
defcend  to  particulars,  is  but  unpromifing,  though 
in  fome  places  the  gloomy  fcene  is  here  and  there 
chequered  with  a  few  of  the  virtues.  Some  of  the 
tribes  of  wandering  Arabs  are  remarkable  for  fide- 
lity, when  they  have  engaged  themfelves  in  the  pro- 
tection of  a  ftranger.  Many  of  them  are  confpicu- 
ous  for  their  temperance  and  hofpitality,  and  their 
women,  upon  the  whole,  are  far  from  being  indeli- 
cate or  unchafle.  In  Egypt,  they  never  appear  un- 
veiled, and  at  public  a/Temblies  fit  alfo  behind  a  cur- 
tain, that  they  may  not  be  feen  by  the  men.  Among 
the  Hottentots,  though  they  have  no  claim  to  deli- 
cacy, they  are  fimple  and  inoffenfive,  chafte  and 
fubmiiiive  to  their  hufbands.     On  the  banks  of  the 
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Niger,  they  are  tolerably  induHrious,  have  a  consi- 
derable ihare  of  vivacity,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  a 
female  referve,  which  would  do  no  difcredit  to  a 
politer  country  :  they  are  model!.,  affable,  and  faith- 
ful, and  an  air  of  innocence  appears  in  their  looks, 
ia  their  language,  and  gives  a  beauty  to  their  whole 
deportment.  When  from  the  Niger,  we  approach 
toward  the  eaft,  the  African  women  degenerate  in 
Mature,  complexion,  and  fenflbility,  as  well  as  in 
anility,  that  chief  of  the  female  virtues  ;  even  their 
language,  like  their  features,  and  like  the  foil  they 
inhabit,  is  harfh  and  difagreeable,  and  their  plea- 
fures  referable  more  the  tranfports  of  fury,  than  the 
gentle  emotions  communicated  by  agreeable  fenfa- 
tions.  Upon  the  weftern  coafts  of  Africa,  are  ex- 
tended for  a  considerable  way,  a  people  called  Zafe 
Ibrahims,  or  offspring  of  Abraham  ;  they  have  long 
flowing  hair,  and  are  much  fairer  than  any  other  of 
the  Africans ;  but  what  is  moil  remarkable,  they 
are  not  like  the  reft  of  their  countrymen,  addicted 
to  plundering,  nor  to  murder,  being  of  a  free,  libe- 
ral, and  hofpitable  fpirit,  much  given  to  dancing 
and  to  fongs,  of  which  love  is  conflantly  the  fubject  ; 
and  while  in  many  other  parts  of  Africa,  both  men 
and  women  paint  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  add  to  their 
deformity,  the  women  here  paint  after  nature,  and 
improve  the  charms  me  has  given,  by  fuch  colours 
as  have  the  nearer!  refemblance  to  her  in  her  moil 
beautiful  appearance  :  to  all  this  we  may  add,  that 
they  are  flncUy  taken  care  of  by  their  parents,  and 
on  that  account  difficult  of  accefs  to  ftrangers. 

One  peculiar  cuftom  of  this  people,  though  not 
properly  belonging  to  our  fubje£t,  we  cannot  help 
mentioning  :  none  but  the  chief  lords  of  their  coun- 
try have  the  privilege  of  killing  any  animal,  which 
they  always  do  with  a  great  deal  of  ceremony  ;   nor 
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would  any  of  the  people,  though  urged  by  the 
ftrongeft  neceiTity,  eat  that  which  was  killed  by  any 
other  perfon.  Another  cudom  hardly  lefs  fingular, 
is,  that  all  children  born  on  Tuefdays,  ThurfUays, 
and  Fridays,  are  reckoned  accurfed,  and  expofed 
in  the  woods  to  die  of  cold,  and  hunger,  or  meet 
with  a  more  merciful  death  from  the  jaws  of  the  wild 
beads  ;  but  fo  companionate  are  the  women,  that 
in  fpite  of  the  punifliments  threatened  againd  them 
by  the  men,  and  of  the  more  tremendous  terrors  held 
over  them  by  fuperdkion,  they  frequently  deal,  and 
bring  up  thefe  children  privately  at  the  hazard  of 
their  own  lives.  On  the  banks  of  the  Gambia,  this 
female  character  is  reverfed  ;  though  they  put  on 
an  appearance  of  modedy,  it  is  in  fact  nothing  but 
an  appearance,  and  when  opportunity  oilers,  they 
will  very  readily  grant  any  favour  for  a  little  coral,  a 
filk  handkerchief,  or  fome  trifle  of  a  fimilar  nature. 

Befides  the  places  now  mentioned,  feveral  of  which 
we  have  only  lame  and  imperfect  accounts  of,  there 
are  in  Africa  many  others,  of  which  we  know  little 
more  than  the  names.  Ethiopia,  Lybia,  Zanguebar, 
and  fome  others,  have  hitherto  been  almod  impervi- 
ous  to  European  travellers  ;  and  the  only  people 
who  have  dared  to  enter  them,  have  been  Jefuits : 
whofe  relations,  wherever  religion  or  intered  were 
concerned,  have  gained  no  great  credit  among  man- 
kind ;  and  mercantile  adventurers,  fo  hot  in  the 
purfuit  of  gain,  that  they  never  examined  any  thing 
which  had  not  a  relation  to  that  fubject. 

Beyond  the  river  Volta,  in  the  country  of  Benin, 
and  almod  every  where  upon  the  Gold  Goad,  the 
women,  though  far  from  being  famous  for  any  of 
the  virtues,  would  not  be  difagreeable  in  their  looks, 
were  it  not  for  the  abominable  endom  of  marking 
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their  faces  with  fears,  for  the  fame  purpofes  as  our 
European  ladies  lay  on  paint.  Though  in  few  re- 
fpects  better  than  favages,  there  is  a  particular  opi- 
nion over  all  this  country,  which  tends  to  humanize 
the  mind  :  this  is  a  firm  perfuafion,  that  to  whatever 
place  they  remove  themfelves,  or  are  by  any  acci- 
dent removed,  they  (hall  after  death  return  to  their 
own.  country,  which  they  confider  as  the  mofl  de- 
lightful in  the  univerfe.  This  fond  delufive  hope 
not  only  foftens  the  flavery  to  which  they  are  often 
condemned  in  other  countries,  but  alfo  induces 
them  to  treat  fuch  ftrangers  as  come  among  them 
with  much  civility  ;  being  perfuaded,  that  they  are 
come  there  to  enjoy  paradife,  and  receive  the  reward 
of  virtuous  actions  done  in  other  bodies.  The  peo- 
ple who  border  upon  Zaara  are  the  mod:  peaceable 
and  good-natured  of  the  Africans  ;  their  food  is  fim- 
ple,  and  they  bellow  little  labour  in  procuring  it ; 
they  fpend  a  great  deal  of  their  time  in  public  amufe- 
ments ;  but  neither  to  thefe,  nor  to  any  other  places 
of  common  refort,  are  the  women  ever  admitted ; 
affembled  together  in  houfes  by  themfelves,  they 
fpend  the  time  in  female  employments  and  amufe- 
ments,  and  no  men  are  ever  admitted  into  their  foci- 
ety.  This  confinement,  though  not  of  fo  flrict  a 
nature  as  in  many  places  of  the  world,  has  the 
effect  that  confinement  generally  has  upon  beings 
who  ought  to  be  free,  it  renders  them  lefs  virtuous. 

As  we  cannot  <?ive  a  minute  and  circumftantial 
character  of  the  African  women,  we  fhall  conclude 
what  we  have  to  fay  on  that  fubject,  by  obferv- 
ing,  that  when  we  look  back  upon  this  general 
and  particular  character  we  have  drawn,  we  find 
the  former,  which,  like  all  national  characters,  is 
drawn  from  the  men,  much  worfe  than  the  latter, 
which  we  have  chiefly  taken  from  the  women;  and 
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perhaps  even  that  former  is  not  fo  bad  as  it  is  repre- 
sented, being  iketched  out  almoft  entirely,  either  by 
declaiming  priefts  of  their  own  nation,  or  by  Euro- 
peans, who  are  ftrongly  prejudiced  againft  the  Afri- 
cans, on  account  of  the  loffes  they  have  fuflained  by 
their  plunderings  and  depredations.  Thefe  things, 
no  doubt,  juftly  excite  our  Indignation,  and  extort 
from  us  every  ungracious  epithet;  but  were  we  to 
have  the  character  of  the  Europeans  drawn  by  an 
African,  would  he  have  more  reafon  to  be  indulgent 
to  us  ?  No ;  he  might  treat  us  with  Ml  greater 
feverity;  what  a  horrid  fcene  would  he  probably 
paint  ?  he  would  delineate  a  people,  who  profefs  a 
religion,  the  precepts  of  which  breathe  nothing  but 
gentlenefs  and  humanity,  in  fpite  of  nature,  and  in 
fpite  of  that  religion,  carrying  away  by  fraud  and 
force,  every  year,  thoufands  of  his  helplefs  country- 
men into  flavery ;  he  would  tell  how  their  mercilefs 
maflers  exact  from  them  a  labour  fuperior  to  their 
ftrength,  and  even  fuller  that  flrength  to  fail  for 
want  of  fuflenance ;  he  would  tell  of  the  whips, 
the  tortures,  and  the  deaths  inflicted  on  his  country- 
men, fhould  they  ever  happen  to  confider  themfelves 
as  human  beings,  or  venture  to  affert  the  rights  of 
nature  and  of  humanity  ! — he  would  tell — but  we 
defift  from  the  difmal  tale,  as  we  feel  ourfelves 
almoft  transformed  into  Africans  while  we  relate  it. 

In  our  progrefs  from  America  to  Africa,  we  meet 
with  but  little  improvement  in  the  manners  and  cha- 
racter of  the  people ;  and  when  from  Africa  we  pafs 
into  Afia,  we  find  that  they  have  only  left  the  Afri- 
cans a  very  few  degrees  behind  them,  almoft  in 
every  thing  but  peacefulnefs  of  difpofition  and  gentle- 
nefs of  manners.  While  the  African,  like  the  tyger 
of  his  forells,  lies  in  wait  to  plunder  and  deftroy; 
the  Afiatic,  contented  with  a  little  rice,  and  fome  of 
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the  fimpleft  productions  of  nature,  reclines  beneath 
the  made,  and  gives  labour  and  luxury  to  the  winds; 
let  him  but  enjoy  his  rice,  his  women,  and  his  eafe5 
and  he  alks  no  more. 

The  beautiful  fcenes  which  prefent  themfelves  on 
the  banks  of  the  Ganges,  and  along  the  plains  of 
Hindoftan,  are  al molt  beyond  defcription;  the  air  is 
perfumed  at  fome  feafons  with  the  mod  delicious  fra- 
grance, arifmg  from  a  variety  of  flowers,  and  no  lefs 
a  number  of  fruits,  which  yield  a  wholefome  and 
refrefliincj  nourimment.  The  trees  form  a  fhade 
impenetrable  to  the  rays  of  the  fun :  here  bountiful 
Nature  has  left  the  Afiatic  nothing  to  purfue  but 
pleafure;  and  hardly  any  thing  elfe  do  the  Hindoos, 
who  are  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  the  country,  pur- 
fue. Relaxed  by  the  climate,  more  than  half  of  this 
pleafure  confifts  in  eafe  and  indolence;  which  has 
taken  fuch  hold  of  them,  that  a  faying  from  one  of 
their  favourite  authors  is  frequently  in  their  mouths  : 
c  It  is  better  to  fit  (till  than  to  walk ;  better  io  ileep 
c  than  to  awake;  but  death  is  bell  of  all.'  If  we 
may  credit  fome  modern  travellers,  fo  extravagant  is 
their  love  of  reft,  that  the  women  of  Allahabad  can 
hardly  be  prevailed  upon  to  reach  out  their  bands  to 
fave  their  own  children,  when  in  danger  of  being 
trod  to  death  by  carriages  paffing  along  the  ilreet. 
Such  is  the  picture  of  the  Hindoos.  The  Mahoni- 
medans  have  more  activity,  flronger  paiiions,  and  a 
cruelty  and  ambition  which  are  hardly  to  be  reftrained 
within  any  bounds. 

In  confidering  the  character  of  the  Afiatic  women, 
there  are  two  things  which  claim  our  utmoft  attention, 
The  firfl  is,  that  the  narrow  and  limited  fphere  in 
which  they  move,  alnaoft  entirely  di veils  them  of 
every  thing  that  arifes  from  liberty  and  fociety,  and 
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confequently  of  much  of  their  charaaeriftic  diftinc- 
tion.  The  fecond,  that  they  are  i'o  clofely  {hut  up 
from  the  obfervation  of  all  Europeans,  that  our  ac- 
counts of  them  are  extremely  mutilated  and  imper- 
fect, as  well  as  in  many  points  falfe  and  ridiculous. 
We  may,  however,  obierve  of  them  in  general,  that 
as  a  fpring  bent  by  an  external  force  is  conftantly 
endeavouring  to  reftore  itfelf;  i'o  they,  unjuftly 
deprived  of  their  liberty,  are  conftantly  exerting  all 
the  cunning  they  are  mailers  of,  in  order  to  deceive 
the  tyrants  who  have  fecluded  them  from  the  world 
and  the  fweets  of  fociety;  and  by  long  cuftom, 
affifted  by  nature,  and  urged  by  neeeility,  they  are 
become  great  adepts  in  thofe  arts  of  deception, 
which  tend  to  procure  them  a  temporary  liberty,  or 
favour  an  intrigue. 

Chaility  and  unchaftity  are  almoft  the  only  things 
chat  can  cfrarafterife  the  women  of  the  Eafl.  Shut 
up  for  ever  in  impenetrable  Harams,  they  can  hardly 
be  called  creatures  of  the  world,  having  no  inter- 
courfe  with  it,  and  no  ufe  for  the  fecial  and  ©econo- 
mical virtues  which  adorn  its  citizens.  If  being  good 
wives  conlifts  in  care,  frugality  and  induftry,  thefe 
are  all  things  entirely  out  of  their  power :  if  being 
fuch,  confiils  in  loving  their  huibands,  and  tender- 
nefs  to  their  children ;  the  tlrlt  of  thefe  is  alio  ren- 
dered next  to  impoffible  by  the  behaviour  of  thofe 
tyrants  who  ftyie  themfelves  huibands;  and  the  laft 
is  much  weakened  by  transferring  upon  the  children 
fome  part  of  that  diilike  they  have  to  the  father.  To 
the  joys  of  friendihip  they  are,  perhaps,  entire  Gran- 
gers :  the  men  treat  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it 
is  impolllble  they  can  eilecm  them;  the  women  are 
their  conftant  rivals.  The  only  virtues,  then,  which 
the  Aliatic  fair  can  put  in  practice,  are  fuch  as  relate 
to  their  religion,  and  their  chaftity;  but  even  in  the 
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cxercife  of  religion  they  are  circumfcribed.  As  they 
are  not  allowed  to  attend  on  the  public  worfhip  of  the 
gods  of  their  country,  they  can  have  no  other  reli- 
gion than  the  filent  adoration  of  the  heart ;  and  as  to 
chaflity,  the  manner  in  which  they  are  difpofed  of  to, 
or  forcibly  taken  by  hufbands,  and  the  behaviour 
of  thefe  hufbands  to  them  through  life,  are  the  mofl 
unlikely  methods  in  the  world  to  make  them  famous 
for  that  virtue. 

But  though  thefe  obfervatio'ns  may  be  pretty  gene- 
rally applied  to  the  Afiatic  women,  there  are  fome 
exceptions.  The  Bramins,  or  priefls  of  India, 
though  they  confine  their  women  like  the  reft  of 
their  countrymen,  yet,  by  treating  them  with  lenity 
and  indulgence,  they  fecure  their  virtue  by  attach- 
ing their  hearts.  Married  to  each  other  in  their  in- 
fancy, they  have  the  greated  veneration  for  the 
nuptial  tie  :  their  mutual  fondnefs  inereafes  with 
their  ftrength ;  and  in  riper  years,  ail  the  glory  of 
the  women  confifts  in  pleafmg  their  hufbands ;  a  duty 
which  they  confider  as  one  of  the  mofl  facred  of 
their  holy  religion,  and  which  the  gods  will  not 
fuifer  them  to  neglect  with  impunity.  While  the 
reft,  of  the  Hindoo  women  take  every  opportunity  to 
elude  their  keepers,  thefe  voluntarily  confine  them- 
felves,  at  leafl  from  the  company  and  converfation 
of  all  ftrangers,  and  in  every  refpect  copy  that  fnn- 
plicity  of  life  and  manners,  for  which  their  hufbands 
are  fo  remarkable. 

If  we  except  thefe  we  have  now  mentioned,  of  all 
the  other  Afiatics  the  Chinefe  have  perhaps  the  befl 
title  to  modefly.  Even  the  men  wrap  themfelves 
clofely  up  in  their  garments,  and  reckon  it  indecent 
to  difcover  any  more  of  their  arms  and  legs  than  is 
neceflary  :    the  women,  flill  more  clofely  wrapped 
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up,  never  difcover  a  naked  hand  even  to  their  near- 
ell  relations,  if  they  can  poflibly  avoid  it.  Every 
part  of  their  drefs,  every  part  of  their  behaviour, 
is  calculated  to  preferve  decency,  and  infpire  refpect ; 
and  what  adds  the  greatelt  luftre  to  their  charms,  is 
that  uncommon  modefty  which  appears  in  every 
look,  and  in  every  action.  Charmed,  no  doubt, 
with  fo  engaging  a  demeanour,  the  men  behave  to 
them  in  a  reciprocal  manner ;  and  that  their  virtue 
may  not  be  contaminated  by  the  neighbourhood  of 
vice,  the  legiflature  takes  care  that  no  proflitutes 
mail  lodge  within  the  walls  of  any  of  the  great  towns 
in  China.  Such  are  the  Chinefe  women  reprefented 
by  fome  travellers ;  but  it  is  by  others  doubted, 
whether  this  femblance  of  modefty  be  any  thing  elfe 
than  the  cuftom  of  the  country  ;  and  alleged,  that 
notwithstanding  of  fo  much  feeming  decency  and 
decorum,  they  have  their  peculiar  modes  of  in- 
triguing, and  embrace  every  poiiibie  opportunity  of 
putting  them  in  practice  ;  and  that,  in  thefe  in- 
trigues, they  frequently  fcruplemot  to  flab  the  para- 
mour they  had  invited  to  their  arms,  as  the  furell 
method  of  preventing  detection  and  lofs  of  character. 
A  few,  perhaps,  of  the  mod  flagitious  may  be  guilty 
of  fuch  enormous  crimes;  but  we  perfuade  our- 
felves,  that  they  are  only  very  few ;  and  we  are 
happy  in  having  it  in  our  power  to  inform  our 
fair  readers,  that  fuch  relations  are  not  to  be  found 
in  any  of  our  modern  travellers,  whofe  veracity  is 
molt  to  be  relied  on. 

So  different  over  all  the  world  are  the  feels  of 
faints,  as  well  as  of  fmners,  that  befides  the  Bra- 
mins,  a  fet  of  innocent  and  religious  prieits,  who 
have  rendered  their  women  virtuous  by  treating 
them  with  kindnefs  and  humanity,  there  are  another 
feci  of  religio-philofoohical  drones,  called  Fakiers, 
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who  contribute  as  much  as  they  can  to  debauch  the 
fex,  under  a  pretence  of  fnperior  fan&ity.  Thefe 
hypocritical  faints,  like  fome  of  the  ridiculous  fects 
which  formerly  exifted  in  Europe,  wear  no  clothes  ; 
confidering  them  only  as  proper  appendages  to 
fmners,  who  are  afhamed,  becaufe  they  are  fenfible 
of  guilt  ;  while  they,  being  free  from  every  ftain 
of  pollution,  have  no  fhame  to  cover.  In  this 
original  Hate  of  nature,  thefe  idle  and  pretended 
devotees,  alienable  together  fometimes  in  armies  of 
ten  or  twelve  thoufand,  and  under  a  pretence  of 
going  in  pilgrimage  to  certain  temples,  like  locufls 
devour  every  thing  on  their  way ;  the  men  flying 
before  them,  and  carrying  all  that  they  can  out  of 
the  reach  of  their  depredations;  while  the  women, 
not  in  the  leafl  afraid  of  a  naked  army  of  lufly 
faints,  throw  themfelves  in  their  way,  or  remain 
quietly  at  home  to  receive  them. 

It  has  long  been  an  opinion,  well  eflablifhed  all 
over  India,  that  there  is  not  in  nature  fo  powerful  a 
remedy  for  removing  the  fterility  of  wTomen,  as  the 
prayers  of  thefe  fturdy  naked  faints.  On  this  ac- 
count, barren  women  conftantly  apply  to  them  for 
alliflance ;  which  when  the  good-natured  Fakier 
has  an  inclination  to  grant,  he  leaves  his  flipper,  or 
his  flaff,  at  the  door  of  the  lady's  apartment  with 
whom  he  is  praying ;  a  fymbol  fo  facred,  that  it 
effectually  prevents  any  one  from  violating  the 
fecrecy  of  their  devotion :  but,  fliould  he  forget 
this  fignal,  and  at  the  fame  time  be  diftant  from  the 
protection  of  his  brethren,  a  found  drubbing  is  fre- 
quently the  reward  of  his  pious  endeavours.  But 
though  they  will  venture  fometimes,  in  Iiindofl:an? 
to  treat  a  Fakier  in  this  unholy  manner  ;  in  other 
parts  of  Afia  and  Africa,  fuch  is  the  veneration  in 
which  thefe  lufly  faints  are  held,  that  they  not  only 
have   accefs  when  they  pleafe,  to  perform  private 
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devotions  with  barren  women,  but  are  accounted  fo 
holy,  that  they  may  at  any  time,  in  public  or  in 
private,  confer  a  perfonal  favour  upon  a  woman, 
without  bringing  upon  her  either  iiiarne  or  guilt ; 
and  no  woman  dare  refufe  to  gratify  their  paflion. 
Nor  indeed,  has  any  one  an  inclination  of  this  kind  ; 
becaufe  fhe,  upon  whom  this  perfonal  favour  h#s 
been  conferred,  is  confidered  by  herfelf,  and  by  all 
the  people,  as  having  been  fanctined  and  made  more 
holy  by  the  action. 

So  much  concerning  the  conduct  of  the  Fakiers  in 
debauching  women,  feems  certain.  But  it  is  by 
travellers  further  related,  that  wherever  they  find  a 
woman  who  is  exceedingly  handfome,  they  carry  her 
off  privately  to  one  of  their  temples;  but  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  make  her  and  the  people  believe, 
that  {he  was  carried  away  by  the  god  who  is  there 
worshipped ;  who  being  violently  in  love  with  her 
took  that  method  to  procure  her  for  his  wife.  This 
done,  they  perform  a  nuptial  ceremony,  and  make 
her  further  believe,  that  Ihe  is  married  to  the  god ; 
when,  in  reality,  fhe  is  only  married  to  one  of  the 
Fakiers  who  perfonates  him.  Women  who  are 
treated  in  this  manner  are  revered  by  the  people  as 
the  wives  of  the  gods,  and  by  that  (tratagem  fecured 
folely  to  the  Fakiers,  who  have  cunning  enough  to 
impofe  themfelves  as  gods  upon  fome  of  thefe  wo- 
men, through  the  whole  of  their  lives.  In  countries 
where  reafon  is  ftronger  than  fuperftition,  we  almoft 
think  this  impollible :  where  the  contrary  is  the  cafe, 
there  is  nothing  too  hard  to  be  credited.  Something 
like  this  was  done  by  the  priefls  of  ancient  Greece 
and  Rome;  and  a  few  centuries  ago,  tricks  of  the 
fame  nature  were  pra&ifed  by  the  monks,  and  other 
libertines,  upon  fome  of  the  vifionary  and  cnthu-i- 
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aflic  women  of  Europe.  Hence  we  need  not  think 
it  flrange,  if  the  Fakiers  generally  fucceed  in  attempts 
of  this  nature ;  when  we  confider,  that  they  only  have 
to  deceive  a  people  brought  up  in  the  moft  confum- 
mate  ignorance;  and  that  nothing  can  be  a  more 
flattering  diftinftion  to  female  vanity,  than  for  a 
woman  to  fuppofe  herfelf  inch  a  peculiar  favourite  of 
the  divinity  fhe  worfhips,  as  to  be  chofen*  from  all 
her  companions,  to  the  honour  of  being  admitted  to 
his  embraces;  a  favour,  which  her  felf-admiration 
will  difpofe  her  more  readily  to  believe  than  examine. 

Befides  this  method  of  decoying  women  into  the 
temples,  for  the  fake  of  debauchery,  there  are  other 
temples,  where  they  are  fupplied  with  them  in  a 
more  open  manner;  being  voluntarily  offered  by 
their  parents,  and  dedicated  by  the  priefls  while 
infants,  with  great  pomp  and  folemnity,  to  ihe  fer* 
vice  of  their  gods;  they  dance  and  fing  before  the 
chief  idol  on  folemn  feflivais,  with  all  the  wanton- 
nefs  of  venal  charms,  and  temptation  of  loofe  attire, 
in  order  to  attract  the  fpe&ators,  to  whom  they  after- 
wards proflitute  themfeives  for  the  benefit  of  the 
temple  to  which  they  belong ;  and  at  the  expence  of 
which  they  were  brought  up.  When  fuch  is  the 
religion  of  the  Eaft,  when  fuch  are  the  deities  there 
worfliipped,  can  we  expect  chaflity  to  be  a  virtue 
much  regarded  among  the  women,  or  that  the  men 
can  fccure  it  by  any  other  methods  than  locks,  bars, 
and  eunuchs  ? 

But  it  is  not  the  religion  of  the  Hindoos  only,  that 
is  unfavourable  tochaftity;  that  of  Mahomet,  which 
now  prevails  over  a  great  part  of  India,  is  unfavour- 
able to  it  likewife.  Mahomedifm  every  where  indul- 
ges the  men  with  a  plurality  of  wives,  while  it  ties 
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down  the  women  to  the  ftri&eft  conjugal  fidelity; 
hence,  while  the  men  riot  in  unlimited  variety,  the 
women  are  in  great  numbers  confined  to  fhare  among 
them  the  fcanty  favours  of  one  man  only.  This 
unnatural  and  impolitic  conduct  induces  them  to 
feek  by  art  and  intrigue  what  they  are  denied  by  the 
laws  of  their  prophet.  As  polygamy  prevails  over 
all  Afia,  this  art  and  intrigue  follow  as  the  confe- 
quence  of  it;  fome  have  imagined,  that  it  is  the 
refult  of  climate,  but  it  rather  appears  to  be  the 
refult  of  the  injuftke  which  women  fuffer  by  poly- 
gamy ;  for  it  feems  to  reign  as  much  in  Conftantino- 
ple,  and  in  every  other  place  where  polygamy  is  in 
fafhion,  as  it  does  on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges,  or 
the  Indus.  The  famous  Montefquicu,  whofe  fyfteih 
was,  that  the  paffions  are  entirely  regulated  by  the 
climate,  brings  as  a  proof  of  this  fyftem,  a  ftory 
from  the  collection  of  voyages  for  the  eftabliftiment 
of  an  Eaft-India  Company,  in  which  it  is  faid,  that 
at  Patan,  c  the  wanton  defires  of  the  women  are  fo 
6  outrageous,  that  the  men  are  obliged  to  make  ufe 
6  of  a  certain  apparel  to  fhelter  them  from  their  de- 
c  figns.'  Were  this  ftory  really  true,  it  would  be 
but  a  partial  proof  of  the  effect  of  climate,  for  why 
ftiould  the  burning  funs  of  Patan  only  influence  the 
paffions  of  the  fair  ?  Why  ftiould  they  there 
tranfport  that  fex  beyond  decency,  which  in  all 
other  climates  is  the  molt  decent  ?  And  leave  in  fo 
cool  and  defenfive  a  ftate,  that  fex,  which  in  all  other 
climates  is  apt  to  be  the  moft  offenfi ve  and  indecent  ? 
To  whatever  length  the  fpirit  of  intrigue  may  be  car- 
ried in  Afia  and  Africa,  however  the  paffions  of  the 
women  may  prompt  them  to  excite  defire,  and  to 
throw  themfelves  in  the  way  of  gratification,  we 
have  the  ftrongeft  reafons  to  reprobate  all  thefe  fto* 
ries,  which  wTould  make  us  believe,  that  they  are  fo 
loft  to  decency  as  to  attack  the  other  fex :  fuch  a  fyfi 
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tem  would  be  overturning  nature,  and  inverting  the 
eftablifhed  laws  by  which  fhe  governs  the  world. 

In  Otaheite,  an  ifland  lately  difcovered  in  the 
great  Southern  Ocean,  we  are  prefented  with  wo- 
men of  a  lingular  character.  As  far  as  we  can  recol- 
lect, we  think  it  is  a  pretty  general  rule,  that  where- 
ever  the  fex  are  accuftomed  to  be  conftantlv  clothed, 
they  are  afhamed  to. appear  naked:  thole  of  Ota- 
heite feem  however  to  be  an  exception  to  this  rule; 
to  mew  themfelves  in  public,  with  or  without  cloth- 
ing, appears  to  be  to  them  a  matter  of  equal  indiffer- 
ence, and  the  expofition  of  any  part  of  their  bodies, 
is  not  attended  with  the  lead  backwardnels  or  reluc- 
tance; circumftances  from  which  we  may  reafonably 
infer,  that,  among  them,  clothes  were  not  originally 
invented  to  cover  fhame,  but  either  as  or  naments, 
or  as  a  defence  apainft  the  cold.  But  a  ftrll  more 
finking  Angularity  in  the  character  of  thefe  women, 
and  which  diftinguiihes  them  not  only  from  the 
females  of  all  other  nations,  but  likewife  from  thofe 
of  almoft  all  other  animals,  is,  their  performing  in 
public  thofe  rites,  which  in  every  other  part  of  the 
globe,  and  almoil  among  all  animals,  are  performed 
in  privacy  and  retirement:  whether  this  is  the  effect 
of  innocence,  or  of  a  diffolutenefs  of  manners  to 
which  no  other  people  have  yet  arrived,  remains  ffili 
to  be  difcovered;  that  they  are  diffolute,  even 
beyond  any  thing  we  have  hitherto  recorded,  is  but 
too  certain.  As  polygamy  is  not  allowed  among  them, 
to  fatisfy  the  luff  of  variety,  they  have  a  fociety 
called  Arreoy,  in  which  every  woman  is  common  to 
every  man;  and  when  any  pf  thefe  women  happens 
to  have  a  child,  it  is  fmothered  in  the  moment  of  its 
birth,  that  it  may  not  interrupt  the  pleafures  of  its 
infamous  mother;  but  in  this  juncture,  ihould  nature 
relent  at  fo  hoiuid  a  deed,  even  then  the  mother  u 
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not  allowed  to  fave  her  child,  unlefs  (he  can  find  a 
man  who  will  patronife  it  as  a  father;  in  which  cafe, 
the  man  is  conlidered  as  having  appropriated  the  wo- 
man to  himfelf,  and  ihe  is  accordingly  extruded  from 
this  hopeful  fociety.  Thefe  few  anecdotes  fuffi- 
ciently  characterife  the  women  of  this  ifland.  In 
fome  of  the  adjacent  ones,  which  were  vifited  by  his 
Majefty's  {hips  upon  this  difcovery,  if  the  women 
were  not  lefs  unchafte,  they  were  at  lead  lefs  flagi- 
tious and  indelicate. 

As  the  Turks,  who  now  inhabit  a  part  of  Europe, 
were  originally  Afiatics,  and  Hill  retain  the  manners 
and  cuftoms  which  they  brought  from  that  country, 
their  women  are  much  given  to  fecret  gallantry  and 
intrigue;  vices  which  feem  however  to  be  the  word 
part  of  their  character:  when  we  view  them  in  the 
other  departments  of  female  life,  we  fee  many  ami- 
able qualities  confpiring.to  adorn  them,  fuch  as  bene- 
volence, charity,  and  a  tendernefs  of  feeling,  and 
foftnefs  of  difpofition,  to  which  they  have  hardly 
ever  reached  in  the  moil  polifhed  parts  of  the  Chrif. 
tian  world.  In  Lady  Montague's  defcription  of  the 
vilit  fhe  made  to  the  lady  of  the  Grand  Vizer  of 
Constantinople,  her  humility,  meeknefs,  and  charity, 
are  delineated  in  a  manner  which  does  honour  to  the 
fex.  In  her  vifit  to  the  fair  Fatima,  while  we  find 
the  perfon  of  an  angel,  engaged  in  all  the  tender  offi- 
ces of  a  mother,  we  mud  be  infenfible  to  every  feel- 
ing, if  our  hearts  do  not  glow  with  the  defcription. 
We  are  indeed  but  too  apt  to  throw  a  veil  over  every 
virtue  which  appears  in  a  people  pro feffing  a  religion 
fo  different  from  our  own,  and  which  have  always 
been  taught  to  confider  with  partiality,  and  to  look 
upon  with  horror;  than  which,  nothing  can  more 
certainly  indicate  weaknefs  of  mind  and  want  of  urba- 
nity.    People  of  all  religions  have  in  them  a  mixture 
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of  vice  aud  virtue ;  and,  on  a  drift  enquiry,  we 
(hall  find,  that  vice  oftener  flows  from  a  bad  educa- 
tion and  improper  cuftoms,  than  from  a  bad  religion: 
but  ihould  the  Mahometans,  or  any  other  people, 
with  a  religion  lefs  pure  and  holy  than  that  of  the 
Chriftians,  be  found  to  excel  them  in  many  of  the 
moral  virtues,  they  certainly  on  that  account  deferve 
the  more  praife,  and  we  the  more  reprehenfion ;  efpe- 
cially  when  it  is  confidered  what  they  would  probo- 
bly  have  done,  had  they  been  in  our  fituation. 

When  we  take  a  retrofpedtive  view  of  thefe 
imperfect  iketches  of  the  character  of  the  American, 
African,  and  Afiatic  women,  when  we  fee  almoft  the 
whole  of  it  comprifed  in  unremitting  endeavours  to 
fatisfy  a  voluptuous  appetite,  when  we  fee  the  fex 
every  where  abufed  by  flavery  or  confinement,  we 
cannot  help  breathing  a  wifh,  that  both  the  one 
and  the  other  were  rectified;  and  from  the  inter- 
courfe  that  has  long  fubfifted  between  Europe  and 
many  of  the  countries  we  have  been  confidering, 
fome  amendment  in  the  condition,  and  leformation 
in  the  manners  of  the  women  might  reafonably  have 
been  expected.  But  the  Europeans  who  have  gone 
abroad,  inflead  of  carrying  along  with  them  that 
fpirit  of  moral  rectitude,  taught  by  the  religion  of 
Jefus,  which  ought  to  have  demonltrated  their  fupe- 
rior  virtue  as  well  as  fuperior  knowledge,  feem  in 
general,  the  moment  they  left  their  own  country,  to 
have  thrown  afide  every  principle,  and  every  idea, 
but  that  of  amafimg  wealth,  though  at  the  expenfe 
of  probity,  and  of  confcience;  and  inltead  of  intro- 
ducing more  order  and  regularity  among  the  igno- 
rant people  they  vifited,  have  but  too  often  given  a 
loofe  to  every  voluptuous  appetite,  and  outdone  in 
every  fpecies  of  debauchery,  thofe  who  were  neither 
reftrained  by  their  laws,  nor  their  religion  j  nor  has 
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this  flagitious  conduct  been  peculiar  to  one  European 
nation  only,  all  thofe  who  have  planted  colonies, 
and  extended  their  commerce,  have  been  almofl 
equally  infamous  for  cruelty,  oppreilion,  and  debau- 
chery. 

Soon  after  the  Portuguefe  had  conquered  India, 
laying  afide  that  martial  fpirit  for  which  they  were 
then  To  famous,  they  gave  themfelves  up  to  all  thofe 
excelTes  which  render  the  human  race  odious,  and 
became  fuch  monfters,  that  poifon,  conflagration, 
and  aiTaflination,  with  every  other  crime,  grew  fami- 
liar to  them.  They  maffacred  the  natives;  they 
deftroyed  one  another;  and  while  they  raifed  the 
hatred  of  thefe  natives,  they  loft  the  courage  to 
make  themfelves  feared.  In  the  ifland  of  Amboyna 
a  Portuguefe  had,  at  a  public  feftival,  feized  upon 
a  beautiful  woman,  and  regardlefs  of  decency,  pro- 
ceeded to  offer  her  the  greateft  outrage.  One  of 
the  inlanders,  highly  refenting  fuch  a  conduct,  firil 
armed  his  fellow -citizens,  and  afterward  calling- 
together  the  Portuguefe,  addrelfed  them  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner :  c  To  revenge  affronts  of  fo  cruel  a 

*  nature  as  thofe  we  have  received  from  you,  would 

*  require  actions,  not  words;  yet  we  will  fpeak  to 
c  you.  You  preach  to  us  a  Deity,  who  delights, 
6  you  fay,  in  generous  actions;  but  theft,  murder, 

*  obfcenity,  and  drunkennefs,  are  your  common  prac- 
c  tices.  Your  hearts  are  inflamed  with  every  vice; 
c  our  manners  can  never  agree  with  yours.  Nature 
c  forefaw  this,  when  fhe  feparated  us  by  immenfe 
c  oceans,  but  ye  have  overleaped  her  barriers:  this 
4  audacity,  of  which  you  are  not  afhamed  to  boa!!, 
c  is  a  proof  of  the  corruption  of  your  hearts.     Take 

*  my  advice,  leave  to  their  repofe  thefe  nations  th :x 
'  referable  you  fo  little:  go,  fix  your  habitations 
c  amon<*  thofe  who  are  brutal  as  yourfelves.     An 

P  P 
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6  intercourfe  with  you  would  be  more  fatal  to  us, 
6  than  all  the  evils  which  it  is  in  the  power  of  your 
c  god  to  inflict  upon  us.  We  renounce  your  alliance 
c  for  ever.  Your  arms  are  fuperior  to  oars,  but  we 
6  are  more  juft  than  you,  and  we  do  not  fear  you ; 
6  the  Itons  are  from  this  day  your  enemies,  fly  from 
c  their  country,  and  beware  how  you  approach  it 
&  any  more.' 

Such  were  the  fentiments  of  one  whom  we  call  a 
favage,  on  the  behaviour  of  the  Portuguefe.  When 
a  governor  of  fenfe  and  humanity  happened  to  pre- 
fide  over  their  colonies,  he  endeavoured  to  reform 
the  manners,  and  reflrain  the  rapacity,  of  his  coun- 
trymen ;  but  his  fingle  virtue  was  always  feeble  and 
unavailing,  when  oppofed  to  the  vices  of  a  contami- 
nated people.  The  Spaniards,  who  in  many  places 
fucceeded  them,  not  only  copied,  but  even  in  time 
fairly  exceeded,  the  original  example.  Few  of  our 
readers  can  be  Grangers  to  the  cruelties  and  debau- 
cheries they  committed  in  Mexico  and  Peru,  where 
they  built  churches,  endeavoured  to  explain  the  myf- 
teries  of  the  Chriftian  religion  to  the  natives,  in  a 
language  of  which  they  did  not  underfland  one  word.; 
and  afterward  piouily  flaughtered  them  as  heretics, 
for  not  believing  what  had  been  fo  clearly  demon- 
ftrated  to  them.  When  they  had  conquered  the 
illand  of  Hifpaniola,  they  made  peace  with  the 
natives,  on  condition  that  they  fhould  cultivate  all 
the  land  for  their  ufe,  and  furnilh  them  with  a  cer- 
tain quantity  of  gold  every  month.  The  poor 
wretches,  finding  the  ta/k  infupportable,  as  well  as 
impoilible,  took  fhelter  in  their  mountains,  where 
they  hoped  to  maintain  themfelves  till  the  Spaiards 
fliould  be  obliged  by  famine  to  evacuate  their  ifland. 
But  the  Spaniards,  in  the  mean  time  receiving  a. 
fupply  of  provisions  from  Europe,  purfued  them  to 
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their  foftneffes  to  revenge,  as  they  faid,  the  injuf- 
tice  they  had  fuffered ;  trained  their  dogs  to  hunt 
and  deftroy  them,  in  places  which  to  themfelves 
were  inacceffible ;  and,  fired  with  fuperftition  and  a 
third  of  blood,  lbme  of  them  made  a  vow  to  deftroy 
twelve  Indians  every  day,  in  honour  of  the  twelve 
■Apoftles.  What  uneafinefs  would  it  have  given  to 
men  fo  mild  and  benevolent,  had  they  thought  that 
their  names  would  have  been  proftituted  to  fuch  infa- 
mous purpofes ! 

Humanity  recoils  at  this  difmal  recital,  and  fin- 
cerely  wifhes,  that  the  other  powers  who  have  uiur- 
ped  a  right  in  the  Indies  could  be  abfolved  from 
fimilar  crimes;  but  the  immenfe  plunder  lately 
brought  to  England  from  the  plains  of  Hindoftan 
and  banks  of  the  Ganges,  are  but  too  evident  proofs 
of  what  our  countrymen  have  there  committed. 
Such  loads  of  treafure  are  not  the  produce  of  the 
paths  of  peace,  nor  even  of  the  fields  {tained  with 
blood,  and  disfigured  by  the  horrors  of  war ;  uniefs 
that  war,  like  a  deluge,  indifcriminately  levels  friend 
and  enemy  as  it  goes  along.  Avarice,  fordid  ava- 
rice, feems  alone  to  have  occupied  the  breads  of  the 
greateft  part  of  thofe  who  have  travelled  from 
Europe  to  the  Indies,  and  from  fo  fruitful  a  fource  has 
iprung  up  almoft  every  other  crime.  An  English- 
man who  was  ill ip wrecked  on  the  coafl  of  Africa, 
being  taken  and  condemned  to  death  by  the  natives, 
was  faved  by  a  woman  of  feme  diftin&ion  in  the 
country  ;  who  on  a  promife  that  he  would  marry  her 
contrived  to  efcape  along  with  him.  The  wretch 
had  no  fooner  arrived  in  an  European  fettlement, 
than  he  fold  his  deliverer  for  a  Have,  and  abandoned 
her  forever.  But  the  vices  are  not  folely  attached 
to  the  men  who  have  left  Europe  in  purfuit  of  gain: 
even  the  women  who  have  accompanied  them,  leaving 
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behind  them  the  gentlenefs  of  European  manners 
and  of  female  nature,  have  been  often  hardly 
Jefs  diflinguifhed  for  debauchery  and  cruelty  than 
the  men.  A  virago  of  this  fort  in  the  Eaft  or 
Weft  Indies,  feldom  meeting  with  any  oppofition  to 
her  whim  and  caprice,  aflumes  at  laft  a  fpirit  of 
prefumption  and  tyranny;  and  loft  to  feeling  and 
humanity,  wields  the  whip  with  fuch  dexterity,  as  to 
fetch  at  every  ftroke  blood  from  the  back  of  the 
naked  and  unrefifting  flave;  whofe  only  fault  was, 
that  he  did  not  anticipate  the  wifties  of  his  miftrefs, 
or  becaufe  he  let  fall  fome  hints,  that  he  was  a  crea- 
ture of  the  fame  genus  as  herfelf. 
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CHAPTER     XIII. 


The  fetme  Subjecl  continued. 


FTER  having  traced  the  character 
of  the  fair  fex  through  fo  many  countries,  where 
we  have  found  the  vicious  and  the  difagreeable  too 
frequently  to  be  predominant ;  we  now,  with  the 
utmoft  pleafure,  turn  towards  Europe,  where  the 
beauties  of  their  character,  like  thofe  of  their  per- 
fons,  will  not  only  engage  our  attention,  but  alfo 
attract  our  hearts.  We  cannot,  however,  extend 
our  plan  fo  far  as  to  hold  up  to  view  every  beauty 
and  every  blemifh,  which  gives  a  luflre  or  deformity 
to  the  fair,  through  all  the  diiferent  countries  of 
Europe  ;  we  mall  therefore  only  endeavour  to  draw 
the  outlines  of  characters,  too  various  and  compli- 
cated for  us  to  fmifh  with  any  tolerable  degree  of 
precifion. 

We  have  already  obferved,  that  chaftity  has,  in 
all  polilhed  nations,  been  ever  efleemed  the  princi- 
pal ornament  of  the  female  character  ;  and  we  now 
aver,  that  this  was  never  more  remarkably  the  cafe, 
in  any  part  of  the  world,  than  at  prefent  in  Europe. 
Here  we  worfliip  no  deities  that  delight  in  debau- 
chery, as  among  the  ancients  ;  nor  fuch  as,  regard- 
lefs  of  moral  good  and  evil,  concern  not  themfelves 
about  human  actions,  as  in  fome  part  of  the  world, 
among  the  moderns.  Hence  the  conduct  of  our  wo- 
men, befides  being  influenced  by  ihe  fuperior  regard 
paid  to  chaftity  among  us,  is  ftiil  further  influenced 
by  a  veneration  for  that  purity  of  manners   and  of 
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character,  fo  ftrongly  inculcated  by  the  precepts  of 
the  Chriftian  religion  ;  and  hence,  though  declaim- 
ers  and  fatirifts  in  every  nation  of  Europe  paint  their 
own  women  as  the  molt  lewd  and  abandoned  in  the 
world,  we  boldly  affirm,  that  Europe  in  general'  is 
more  famous  for  the  challity  and  other  good  qualities 
of  its  women,  than  any  other  part  of  the  globe  ;  for 
the  truth  of  which  we  need  only  appeal  to  the  per* 
fonal  experience  of  the  traveller,  and  to  the  reading 
of  the  hiftorian  ;  both  of  which  afford  an  ample  de- 
monftration  of  our  anertion.  We  mull,  however, 
obfervehere,  that  the  virtues  of  modefty  and  chaf- 
tity  do  not  flourifh  mod,  where  they  are  endeavoured 
to  be  forced  upon  the  women  by  locks,  bolts,  and 
gouvernantes,  as  in  Spain  ;  nor  where  unreflrained 
liberty  and  politenefs  are  carried  to  the  greateft 
length,  as  in  France  and  Italy  ;  but  rather,  where, 
with  no  other  curb  on  their  perfonal  freedom  than 
what  decency  requires,  they  have  not  carried  the 
refinements  of  politenefs  to  fuch  an  excefs,  as  to 
reckon  every  reitraint  upon  inclination  a  mark  .of 
ruflication  and  ill-breeding. 

In  endeavouring  to  fketch  fome  rude  draughts  of 
the  character  of  the  European  women,  we  mall  take 
a  view  of  them  as  they  appear  in  the  principal  nations 
of  which  it  is  compofed  ;  and  as  the  French  reckon 
themfelves  of  all  other  people  the  moll  confpicuous, 
we  {hall  begin  with  them  ;  a  diflinclion  to  which  we 
reckon  them  juftly  entitled,  as  they  are  the  fruitful 
fource  of  half  the  fafhions  that  embellilh,  and  per- 
haps of  more  than  half  the  foibles  that  difgrace, 
Europe. 

As  chaflity  is  a  virtue  which  does  not  feem  to 
flourifh  in  a  foil,  where  too  much  or  too  little  cul- 
ture is  bellowed  upon  it,  we  mull  not  expect  to  find 
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it  remarkably  vigorous  among  the  French,  where 
politenefs  is  the  full  of  all  the  virtues,  and  where 
chaftity  would  hardly  be  entitled  to  a  place  as  the 
fecond.  When  travellers,  who  have  always  been 
accuftomed  to  countries  where  women  are  much  on 
the  referve,  enter  France,  where  the  very  reverfe 
in  almoft  every  particular  is  the  cafe ;  before  they 
have  coolly  confidered  the  cuftoms  of  different  coun- 
tries, they  are  apt  to  conclude  that  the  French  have 
no  decency  and  no  chaftity  among  them.  Such  con- 
clufions  are,  however,  by  much  too  hafty  :  we  mull: 
not  be  led  by  appearances :  a  French  woman  of  the 
mod:  unblemifhed  reputation  will,  in  compliance 
with  the  cuftoms  of  her  country,  act  with  a  levity 
and  freedom,  both  of  words  and  actions,  which 
in  England  would  be  an  almoft  infallible  indica- 
tion of  a  ftrumpet ;  while  in  France  it  only  indi- 
cates, that  a  woman  has  feen  the  world.  We 
would  not,  however,  infmuate  from  this,  that  chaf- 
tity is  among  the  French  a  prevailing  virtue  :  the 
number  of  miftreffes  kept  by  the  married  as  well  as 
the  fmgle ;  the  little  difcredit  thrown  on  the  pro- 
feffion  of  a  proftitute,  efpeciaily  if  (he  is  an  Opera 
girl,  are  proofs  of  this ;  and  we  may  add,  the  ge- 
neral deftre  of  intrigue  among  the  women,  and  the 
little  notice  taken  of  it  by  the  men  ;  both  of  which 
have  at  length  eltabliihed  it  as  a  fafhion  ;  and  in 
France,  not  to  be  fafliionable,  is  a  condition  much 
more  dreaded,  than  not  to  be  virtuous. 

In  every  country  in  the  world,  women  have  always 
a  little  to  do,  and  a  threat  deal  to  fay.  In  France,  not- 
withitanding  of  the  Salique  law,  they  dictate  almoit 
everything  that  is  laid,  and  direct,  every  thing  that 
is  done  :  they  are  the  molt  reftlefs  fet  of  beings  in 
the  world  ;  ever  in  the  hurry  of  action,  either  about 
their  own   affairs,  or  thofe  of  other  people  ;  and 


304  THE  HISTORY 

equally  bufy  and  folicitous  about  fettling  the  affairs 
of  the  nation,  or  flicking  a  pin  in  its  proper  place  : 
to  fold  her  hands  in  idlenefs  and  impofe  filence  on 
her  tongue,  would  be  to  a  French-woman  worfe 
than  death :  the  fole  joy  of  her  life  is  to  be  engaged 
in  the  profecution  of  ibme  fcheme,  the  more  intricate 
and  arduous  the  better ;  and  fo  much  the  better  ft  ill, 
if  fafhion,  ambition,  or  love  be  the  fubjecl.  Nor  is 
their  activity  confined  to  the  gay  and  the  pleafant, 
they  even  enter  fometimes  into  the  moft  ferious  and 
-momentuous  concerns  of  life ;  the  profoundeft  depths 
*>f  politics  are  not  hid  from  them,  and  the  moft 
folemn  councils  have  often  been  fummoned,  and 
affairs  of  the  utmoft  confequence  debated,  when  the 
decifion  had  been  previonily  fettled  by  their  addrefs 
and  artifices.  Among  the  rich  and  opulent,  they 
are  entirely  the  votaries  of  pleafure,  which  they 
purfue  through  all  her  labyrinths,  at  the  expenfe  of 
fortune,  reputation,  and  health.  Giddy  and  extra- 
vagant to  the  laft  degree,  they  leave  to  their  huf- 
bands  ceconomy  and  care,  which  would  only  fpoil 
their  complexions,  and  furrow  their  brows.  When 
we  defcend  to  tradefmen  and  mechanics,  the  cafe  is 
reverfed ;  the  wife  manages  every  thing  in  the  houfe 
and  fhop,  while  the  hufband  lounges  in  the  back- 
fliop  an  idle  fpeelator,  or  ftruts  about  in  his  fword 
and  bag-wig. 

Matrimony  is  in  France  a  thing  entirely  different 
from  what  it  is  in  all  other  parts  of  Europe ;  it  does 
not  there  fubject  the  helplefs  female  to  obedience, 
to  duty,  or  even  to  fidelity,  but  gives  her  a  right  to 
an  unbounded  liberty  and  the  fortune  of  her  hufband, 
while  it  confers  on  the  hufband  hardly  any  right 
but  that  of  calling  her  his  wife.  In  fafhionable  life, 
and  indeed  among  all  ranks,  as  all  afpire  at  being 
fafhionable,  it  feems  to  be  a  bargain  entered  into  by 
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a  male  and  female  to  bear  the  fame  name,  live  in  the 
fame  houfe,  and  purfue  their  feparate  pieafares  with- 
out reftraint  or  controul:  and  fo  religioufly  is  this 
part  of  the  bargain  kept,  that  both  parties  fhape 
their  courfe  exactly  as  convenience  or  inclination  may 
dictate,  fpurning  the  joys  of  friendihip  at  home, 
and  contemning  the  cenfure  of  the  world  abroad ; 
they  live  in  the  fame  houfe,  but  feldom  fee  each 
other,  having  different  apartments,  different  fets 
of  acquaintance,  different  fervants,  a  different  equi- 
page, and  different  tables.  Jealouiy  is  not  to  be 
expected  here,  it  is  a  moniler  which  fprings  from 
love;  but  as  a  French  couple  come  together  with- 
out love,  they  live  without  jealouiy,  and  common ly 
jog  through  life  together,  enjoying  but  little  happi- 
nefs,  and  feeling  perhaps  no  mifery  on  account  of 
each  other. 

In  the  midit  of  every  levity  and  fafhionable  folly, 
there  is  no  part  of  the  world  where  literature  is  more 
cultivated  by  the  fair  lex  than  in  France,  nor  any 
part  where  the  company  of  men  of  letters  is  by  the  in 
more  coveted ;  a  circumflance,  which  while  it  dif- 
fufes  knowledge  among  the  women,  gives  an  ele- 
gance and  cheerfulnefs  to  the  men,  and  renders 
them  men  of  the  world  as  well  as  of  letters ;  and  a 
circumflance,  which  has  taught  many  of  the  French- 
women the  valuable  fecret  of  reconciling  pleafure  to 
improvement:  but  a  fecret  fo  valuable,  and  fo  rare 
in  the  female  world,  is  not  entirely  owing  to  this 
circumilance,  education  alio  has  a  fhare  in  it; 
brought  up  for  the  moil  part  in  convents,  books  arc 
often  the  only  means  they  have  of  beguiling  the 
tedious  hours  of  inactivity  and  filence,  and  a  f'ond- 
nefs  for  them  once  contracted,  the  habit  frequently 
remains  for  life.  Such  is  female  influence  over 
literature,  as  well  as  over  every  &thef  thing  in  France. 

Q   0  * 
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'  it  by  much  the  greatefl  part  of  the  productions  of 
prefs  are  calculated  for  their  capacity ;  and  hap- 
is  the  author  who  meets  with  their  genera]  appro- 
bation, it  is  the  ladder  by  which  he  muft  climb  to 
fame,  and  the  fountain  which  will  afluredly  yield 
him  profit. 

It  is  the  property  of  real  and  unaffected  politenefs 
to  banifh  all  the  ilifmefs,  and  throw  afide  thofe  airs 
of  referve,  which  in  every  country  appear  more  con- 
fpicuQUs  as  the  inhabitants  approach  more  towards 
barl>arifm;'m  no  country  dqf<  s  tis  politenefs  manifeil 
it  (elf  more  than  in  e,'  where  the  company  of 

the  women    is  acceffible  to    every  man   who  can 
recommend  hknfelf  by  his  drefs,  and  by  his  addrefs. 
eclat! on  and  prudery  the  French  women  are 

ally  firangers;  eafy  and  unaffected  in  their  per- 
iods and  manners,  their  politenefs  has  fo  much  the 

earance  of  nature,  that  one  would  almoft  believe 

part  of  it  to  be  the  effect  of  art.  An  air  of  fprightli- 
nefs  and  gaiety  fits  perpetually  on  their  countenances, 
and  their  whole  deportment  feems  to -indicate,  that 

lr  only  bufinefs  is  to  flrew  the  path  of  life  with 
flowers.     Perfuafion  hangs  on  their  lips,  and  though 

ir  volubility  (  f  tongue  is  indefatigable,  fo  foft  is 

ir  accent,  fo  lively  their  expreillon,  fo  various  their 
attitudes,  that  they  fix  the  attention  for  hours  toge- 

r  on  a  tale  of  nothing.  In  fliort,  if  a  man  is  not 
too  far  gone  in  the  fpleen,  there  is  no  cure  fo  certain 
as  the  company  of  a  lively  French-woman  5  but  if 
he  is  totally  over-run  with  that  difeafe,  her  company* 
will  augment  every  fymptom,  and  he  will  paint  her 
as  a  late  marling  traveller  did,  all  folly  and  imperti- 
nence. 

The  peculiar  province  of  beauty  is  to  captivate  at 
the  firft  fight,  and  to  retain  the  captive  in  chains, 
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only  for  the  ftiort  time  that  is  neceffary  to  difcoy 
they  were  forged  by  beauty  alone.     The  French- 
women in  general,  not  being  remarkable  for  beauty, 
feldom  jump  into  the  affections  of  a  man  all  at  once, 
but  gain  upon  him  by  degrees,    and  practife  every 
female  art  to  retain  him  in   tneir  fervice  as  long  aS 
inclination  or  convenience  {hall  dictate;  but" the  wind 
or  the  fafhions  which  me  follows,  arc  hardly  more 
inconflant  than  a  French  lady's   mind;  her  fole  joy 
is  in  the  number  of  her  admirers,  and  her  fole  pi 
in  changing   them   as   often   as  poffible;    over   the 
whole  of  them  (he  exercifes  the  moil  abfolute  power, 
and  they  are  zealoudy  attentive  even  to  prevent  h 
whiles,  by  performing  wha  ever  they  think  me  1 
any   inclination  to,    their  time,    their  intereft,  and 
activity,  become  wholly  devoted  to  her  will,  or  rather 
to  her  caprice,  and  they  mud  not  preftime  to  exempt 
any  talent  or  power  from  the  mod  ilavifli  fervitude 
to  her  pieafure ;  even  the  purfe,  that  mod  inaceeffi- 
ble  thing  about  a  Frenchman,   mud  pour  out  its 
{bus,  at  the  call  of  his  miftr  r-fsj   and  ihould  he  fail 
in  this  particular,  he  would  be  immediately 
from  her  train,  with  a  ftigma  of  preferring  Mercury 
to  Venus,  which  would  effectually  prev  i  from 

ever  gaining  admittance  into  the  train  of  any  otl 
of  the  fair;  a  mortification  which  being  exceedin 
unfaftiionable,  would  to  a  Frenchman  be  ad 
lerahle. 

The  French-women  reckon  themfelves  the  o 
females  in  the  world  who  can  did:  with  elegan 
and  behave  with  genuine  and  unaffected  eafe,  not; 
which  are  diifufed  fo  much  over  all  Europe,  t 
thefe  women  lead  every  fafhion,  and  di elate  to  ev 
people  tee  manner  of  be  ir;   hence  they  d 

contracted  a  national  pride,    which  is  apt   to  m; 
the  '■  down  on  the  inl;  :s  of  every  o 
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country  as  miferable  beings,  but  a  few  degrees  above 
favage  barbarity.  Such  abfolute  votaries  of  plea- 
fure, they  have  but  little  time  for  any  other  pur- 
fuit,  even  religion  muft  give  place  to  this  darling 
paffion  ;  while  a  French-woman  is  able  to  drink  at 
the  ftream  of  pleafure,  (he  is  generally  an  atheift  ; 
as  her  tafte  for  that  dhninifhes,  ilie  becomes  gradu- 
ally religious,  and  when  ftie  has  loft  it  altogether, 
is  the  moll  bi potted  devotee.  Maternal  affection 
muft  not  interrupt  the  bufmefs  of  pleafure.  Few 
women  in  France,  who  can  afford  to  do  otherwife, 
mine,  or  take  much  care  of  their  children  when 
young  ;  but  for  this  neglect  they  make  fome  repa- 
ration, by  foiicitouily  ufmg  all  their  intereft  to  pro- 
vide for  them  when  they  become  capable  of  entering 
into  the  army  or  the  church.  But  to  conclude,  on 
comparing  the  different  accounts  of  the  French  fe- 
males with  each  other,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  they 
rather  facrifice  too  much  of  their  delicacy  to  wit,  and 
of  their  chaftity  to  good-breeding  ;  that  they  pay 
too  little  regard  to  character,  and  too  much  to  a  ridi- 
culous opinion,  that  falhionabie  people  are  above  it ; 
that  in  line,  they  are  too  much  the  creatures  of  art, 
and  have  almoft  difcarded  nature  as  much  from  their 
feelings  as  from  their  faces. 

If  chaftity  is  none  of  the  mod  Alining  virtues  of 
the  French,  it  is  ftill  lefs  fo  of  the  Italians.  Almoft 
all  the  travellers  who  have  vifited  Italy,  agree  in 
defcribing  it  as  the  mod  abandoned  of  all  the  coun- 
tries of  Europe.  At  Venice,  at  Naples,  and  indeed 
in  almoft  every  part  of  Italy,  women  arc  taught 
from  their  infancy,  the  various .  arts  of  alluring  to 
their  arms,  the  young  and  unwary,  and  of  obtain- 
ing from  them,  while  heated  by  love  or  wine,  every 
thing  that  flattery  and  falfe  f miles  can  obtain  in  thefe 
unguarded  moments ;  and  fo  little  infamous  is  the 
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trade  of  proftitution,  and  fo  venal  the  women,  that 
hardly  any  rank  or  condition  fe.ts  them  above  being 
bribed  to  it,  nay,  they  are  frequently  affifted  by 
their  male  friends  and  acquaintances  to  drive  a  good 
bargain  ;  nor  does  their  career  of  debauchery  fin i ill 
with  their  unmarried  itate :  the  vows  of  fidelity 
which  they  make  at  the  altar,  are  like  the  vows  and 
oaths  made  upon  too  many  other  occafions,  only 
confidered  as  nugatory  forms,  which  law  has  obliged 
them  to  take,  but  cuftom  abfolved  them  from  per- 
forming. They  even  claim  and  enjoy  greater  liber- 
ties after  marriage  than  before  ;  every  married  wo- 
man has  a  cicilbeo,  or  gallant,  who  attends  her  to 
all  public  places,  hands  her  in  and  out  of  her  car- 
riage, picks  up  her  gloves  or  fan,  and  a  thoufand 
other  little  offices  of  the  fame  nature ;  but  this  is 
only  his  public  employment,  as  a  reward  for  which, 
he  is  entitled  to  have  the  lady  as  often  as  he  pleafes 
at  a  place  of  retirement  facred  to  themfeives,  where 
no  perfon,  not  even  the  moll  intrufive  hufband  mull 
enter,  to  be  witnefs  of  what  paffes  between  them. 
This  has  been  confidered  by  people  of  all  other  na- 
tions, as  a  cuftom  not  altogether  confident  with 
chaftity  and  purity  of  manners ;  the  Italians  them- 
feives, however,  endeavour  to  juftify  it  in  their  con- 
versations with  ftranfrers,  and  Baretti  has  of  late 
years  publifhed  a  formal  vindication  of  it  to  the 
world.  In  this  vindication  he  has  not  only  deduced 
the  original  of  it  from  pure  Platonic  love,  but  would 
willingly  perfuade  us  that  it  is  ftill  continued  upon 
the  fame  mental  principles  ;  a  doclrine  which  the 
world  will  hardly  be  creduious  enough  to  fwallow, 
even  though  he  mould  offer  more  convincing  argu- 
ments  to  fupport  it  than  he  has  already  done. 

If  the  French  women  are  remarkable  for  a  national 
pride ,  which  induces  them  to  look  with  a  mixture  c£ 
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pity  and  contempt  upon  every  female  who  is  unfor- 
tunate enough  to  belong  to  any  other  country,  the 
Italians  are  not  lefs  remarkable  for  a  family  pride, 
which  mitigates  them  to  defpife,  as  beings  beneath 
their  notice,  every  one  who  cannot  reckon  up  a  long 
line  of  illuftrious  anceftors ;  and  indeed  they  often 
behave  as  if  they  were  perfuaded,  that  a  defcent  of 
this  kind  conferred  upon  them  a  dignity  and  worth, 
which  all  their  own  worthlefs  mfignifican.ee  could  not 
poffibly  ftain  or  deftroy.  The  Spaniards  carry  this 
family  pride  even  farther  than  the  Italians,  and  the 
Germans,  perhaps,  dill  farther  than  they.  It  is 
a  remainder  of  Gothic  barbarity,  wherever  we  meet 
with  it,  and  one  of  the  moil  certain  appendages  of 
narrow  and  little  minds.  Viewing  it  in  this  light, 
fome  have  confined  it  almoft  entirely  to  the  female 
fex  :  but  its  limits  are  not  fo  circumfcribed ;  in  almoil 
every  country,  it  diifufes  itfelf  in  a  greater  or  lefs 
degree  even  among  the  men  ;  but  reigns  triumphant 
in  the  ideas  of  the  women,  fupplies  the  want  of 
perlonal  merit,  and  too  often  betrays  itfelf  in  every 
look  and  in  every  acYion  of  their  lives.  In  other 
refpecls  the  women  of  Italy  approach  nearer  to  the 
French,  than  /thofe  of  any  of  the  European  king- 
doms \  they  are  not  quite  (6  gay  and  volatile,  nor 
do  they  fo  much  excite  the  organs  of  rifibi'iity  ;  but 
by  the  foftneis  of  their  language,  and  their  man- 
ner, they  more  forcibly  engage  the  heart :  they  are 
not  fo  much  the  camekon  or  the  weather-cock,  but 
have  fome  decent  degree  of  permanency  in/their  con- 
nections, whether  of  love  or  friendihip  ;  not,  like 
French,  carelefs  and  di  of  jealouiy,  but  often 

differing  it  to  tranfport  them  to  the  moll:  unwarrant- 
able anions. 

As  we  have  almoft  in  every  other  particular  cha- 
racterifed  the  women  of   Italy,    in  our  /ketches  of 
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thofe  of  France,  we  flia.ll  now  pafs  on  to  Spain ;  a 
country  which,  though  almoft  in  our  neighbourhood, 
we  are  lefs  acquainted  with,  and  lefs  able  to  give  the 
proper  character  of  its  inhabitants,  than  of  the  Hot- 
tentots, or  Indians  on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges;  a 
circumftance  owing  to  the  Spaniards  having  formerly 
almoft  totally  ihut  up  their  country  from  the  intru- 
sion of  {bangers;  and  from  the  genius  of  fome  of  the 
moll  modern  travellers,  who,  in  paffing  through  it, 
have  hardly  deigned  to  take  notice  of  anything  that 
was  not  ftamped  at  lead  with  the  ruft  of  a  thoufand 
years.  From  the  little,  however,  which  we  learn 
of  the  travellers  who  have  vifited  Spain,  that  people 
have  no  gieat  reafon  to  boaft  of  the  fecurity  in  which 
they  fuppofe  they  have  placed  the  chaftity  of  their 
women,  by  the  afiifrance  of  locks,  bars,  and  eld 
duennas.  Chaftity  cannot  be  properly  fecured  but 
by  virtue,  and  virtue  never  yet  was  i nihil ed  by  force. 
The  Spaniards  have  at  laft  attained  ienfibiiity  enough 
to  fee  this:  their  locks  and  bars  are  falling  into  dif- 
ufe,  and  their  women  do  not  become  lefs  chafte ; 
and  whatever  may  be  the  conduct  of  particulars, 
when  we  view  them  as  a  nation,  they  rank  much 
higher  in  this  refpect  than  either  the  French  or  Ita- 
lians, though  not  fo  high  as  fome  of  the  other 
nations  of  Europe.  A  S'panifh  lady  of  rank  difconr- 
fing  with  fome  of  her  countrymen  on  gallantry, 
that  me  would  heartily  defpife  the  man,  who,  having 
a  proper  opportunity,  did  not  ftrenuouily  folicit  every 
favour  flie  could  grant.  Every  Spattjfli  woman 
reckons  this  as  a  tribute  due  to  her  charms;  and 
though  fhe  has  no  inclination  to  grant  all  the  favoi 
that  a  man  can  ailc  of  her,  fhe  is  not  the  lefs  affron 
if  he  does  not  afk  them. 

There  is  in.  the  Spaniards  a  native  dignity  and 
pride,  which  far  furpaffes  that  of  any  other  nation; 
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which,  though  the  fource  of  many  inconveniencies, 
has  nevertheless  this  Salutary  effect,  that  it  fets  them 
above  almofl  every  fpecies  of  meanneSs  and  infidelity. 
Nor  is  this  a  quality  peculiar  to  the  men;  it  diffuSes 
itfelf  in  a  great  meafure  among  the  women  alfo ;  and 
its  effects  are  viSible,  both  in  their  conflancy  in  love 
and  in  friendfiiip,  in  which  refpects  they  are  the  very 
reverfe  of  the  French  women.  Their  affections  are 
not  to  be  gained  by  a  bit  of  fparkling  lace  or  a  taw- 
dry fet  of  liveries;  nor  are  they  to  be  loft  by  the 
appearance  of  (till  finer.  Their  deportment  is  rather 
grave  and  refer ved  ;  and,  on  the  whole,  they  have 
much  more  of  the  prude  than  the  coquette  in  their 
compofition.  Being  more  confined  at  home,  and 
lefs  engaged  in  bufinefs  and  in  pleafure,  they  take 
more  care  of  their  offspring  than  the  French,  and 
have  a  becoming  tendernefs  in  their  difpofition  to 
every  thing  but  heretics. 

The  Spaniards  are  indulgent  almofl  beyond  mea- 
fure to  their  women,  and  there  are  feveral  Situations 
in  which  they  take  every  advantage  of  this  indul- 
gence. A  kept  miflrefs,  by  indifputabie  cuflom, 
has  a  right  to  a  new  fuit  of  clothes,  according  to 
the  qaulity  of  her  keeper,  as  often  as  flie  is  blooded ; 
and  it  is  only  feigning  a  flight  illnefs,  and  being  on 
a  proper  footing  with  the  Doctor,  to  procure  this  as 
often  as  fhe  pleafes.  A  lady  to  whom  a  Cavallero 
pays  his  addreffes,  is  fole  miflrefs  of  his  time  and 
money ;  and  Should  he  refufe  her  any  requeft,  rea- 
sonable or  capricious,  it  would  reflect  eternal  dis- 
honour upon  him  among  the  men,  and  not  only 
ruin  his  Suit,  but  make  him  the  deteflation  of  all  the 
women.  But  in  no  Situation  does  their  character  ap- 
pear So  whimfical,  or  their  power  So  conspicuous,  as 
when  they  are  breeding.  In  this  caSe,  whatever 
they  long  for,  whatever  they  afk,  or  whatever  they 
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have  an  inclination  to  do,  they  mud  be  indulged  in. 
Some  even  of  the  lowed  ftation  have  taken  it  into 
their  heads  to  fee  the  king,  have  fent  to  him,  and 
he  has  gratified  their  curiofity.  But  this  whimfical 
indulgence  is  fometimes  ufed  improperly;  for  it  has 
been  known,  that  young  men  who  could  not  gain 
admittance  to  the  wives  of  others,  whom  they  want 
to  debauch,  have  dreffed  themfelves  like  women 
with  child,  and  in  this  difguife  carried  on  tbeir  in- 
trigues unfufpe£ted. 

It  would  greatly  exceed  the  limits  w*  have  pre- 
fcribed  to  ourfelves,  were  we  to  give  a  minute  detail 
of  the  character  and  conduct  of  the  women  in  every 
country  of  Europe ;  we  mall  therefore  confine  our 
fubject  to  a  few  obfervations  of  a  more  general  nature 
than  thofe  we  have  jufl  now  exhibited.  Though 
the  Germans  are  rather  a  dull  and  phlegmatic  people, 
and  not  much  addicted  to  the  warmer  paiTions,  yet 
at  the  court  of  Vienna  they  are  much  given  to  in- 
trigue; and  an  affair  of  this  kind  is  fo  far  from 
being  fcandalous,  that  a  woman  gains  credit  by  the 
rank  of  her  gallant,  and  is  .reckoned  filly  and  uttfa- 
fhionable,  if  fhe  fcrupuloufly  adheres  to  the  virtue 
of  chaflity.  But  this,  as  well  as  fome  things  which 
have  been  related  above,  it  is  hoped,  is  more  the 
manners  of  courts,  than  of  places  lefs  expofed  to 
temptation,  and  confequently  lefs  diflblute;  and  we 
are  well  afTured,  that  in  all  the  nations  we  have  men- 
tioned, there  are  many  women  who  do  honour  to 
humanity,  not  by  chaflity  only,  but  alfo  by  a  vari- 
ety of  other  virtues. 

The  greater!  part  of  the  other  European  nations, 
not  having  yet  arrived  at  that  point  in  the  fcale  of 
politenefs,  where  nature  begins  to  be  difcarded,  and 
religion  obliterated,  their  women  are  of  courfe  lefs 
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the  votaries  of  the  Cyprian  goddefs.  In  Great-Bri- 
tain, mod  parts  of  Germany,  Holland,  Switzerland, 
.'iFia,  Poland,  Denmark,  Norway,*  and  Rufha, 
chaflity  is  (till  a  faftiionable  virtue,  and  the  other 
female  virtues  attend  in  her  train.  Indelicacy  is  not 
fubilituted  for  wit,  nor  are  double  entendres  almofl 
ever  heard  from  the  lips  of  any  female  above  an 
oyfter-wench  or  aproflitute.  Some  women,  indeed, 
of  the  higher  ranks  in  England  have  of  late  fet  fcan- 
dal  at  defiance,  and  laughed  at  character  :  but  they 
have  commonly  found  themfelves  engaged  in  an  un- 
equal cbnteft  ;  the  lafli  of  fatire  has  made  them 
fmart,  in  fpite  of  their  feeming  indifference ;  and 
their  want  of  a  good  character  has  excluded  them 
almofl  from  every  company,  and  of  courfe  from 
more  than  half  the  joys  of  life.  Their  pernicious 
example  is,  however,  in  cur  opinion,  not  widely 
diiTufed.  Our  women  are,  in  general,  chafte  and 
delicate  ;  and  while  we  do  not  give  improper  coun- 
tenance to  thofe  who  have  acted  otherwife,  will 
continue  to  be  fo.  But  mould  the  unhappy  period 
ever  arrive,  when  our  men  mould  not  diftinguifti 
between  her  who  is  virtuous,  and  her  who  is  not, 
the  character  we  have  here  given  of  our  women  will 
no  longer  exiff,  and  we  ihall  have  ourfelves  to  blame 
for  having  deflroyed  it. 

But  befides  the  virtues  of  modefty  and  chaflity,  in 
which  the  women  of  Europe  far  furpafs  all  others, 
they  are  not  lefs  diflinguifhable  for  many  other  good 
qualities  both  of  the  head  and  of  the  heart.  It  is 
in  fome  of  the  politer  European  nations  only,  where 
we  meet  with  that  inexpreflible  foftnefs  and  delicacy 
of  manners,  which,  cultivated  by  education,  ap- 
pears as  much  fuperior  to  what  it  does  without  it,  as 
the  polifhed  diamond  appears  fuperior  to  that  which 
is  rough  from  the  mine.     In  all  other  parts  of  the 
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world,  women  have  attained  to  fa  little  knowledge, 
and  10  little  confequence,  that  we  can  only  confidcr 
their  virtues  as  of  the  negative  kind.  In  Europe 
they  are  of  another  nature  ;  they  confift  not  only  in 
abftinence  from  evil,  but  in  doing  good  :  we  fee  wo- 
men every  day  exerting  themfelves  in  a&s  of  bene- 
volence and  charity,  in  relieving  the  diftreffes  o("  the 
body,  and  binding  up  the  wounds  of  the  mind  ;  in 
reconciling  the  differences  of  friends,  and  preventing 
the  flrife  of  enemies ;  and,  to  fum  up  all,  in  that 
care  and  attention  to  their  offering  which  is  fo 
neceifary  and  efleutiai  a  part  of  their  duty. 

But,  as  impartial  hiftofians,  we  hold  not  up  the 
fair v  fide  of  the  picture  only,  but  {hall  turn  to  the 
other  alfo.  This  lefs  lovely  fide,  however,  we  {hall 
prefent  to  our  female  readers,  without  any  of  the 
fournefs  of  the  declaimer,  or  the  farcaftical  fneering 
of  the  fatirift  ;  being  fully  fenfible,  efpecially  when 
we  addrefs  ourfelves  to  the  fofter  fex,  that  a  reproof 
is  half  loft,  where  ill-nature  is  joined ;  and  having 
only  in  our  view,  the  improvement  of  their  uuder- 
ftandings,  and  leading  them  by  gentle  arts  to  thofe 
paths  of  rectitude  and  decorum,  from  which  fomeof 
them  have  deviated. 

Though  we  have  declared  it  as  our  opinion,  I 
there  is  in  moll:  parts  of  Europe  more  female  \  irtue 
than  in  any  other  place  on  the  globe,  yet  even  here, 
we  find  women  liable  to  a  variety  of  foibles  and  fail- 
ings.    As  chaftity  is  fo  highly  valued  in  almoft  all 
the   nations  of  our  continent,  we  meet  often  wi ch 
women  who  are  foolifh  enough  to  perfuade  th 
felves,  and  endeavour  to  perfuade  the  world,  that 
the  pofTeilion  of  it  can  atone  for  the  want   of  ev 
other  thing  amiable  and  virtuous  ;   and  if  .         .  teHis 
hardy  enough  to  hint  at  their  faults,    . 
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with  no  fmall  feverity,  in  the  cant  phrafe,  "  I  am 
an  honed  woman,  at  leaft." 

There  is  amanglt  us  another  female  character,  not 
uncommon,  which  we  denominate  the  outrageouily 
virtuous.  Women  of  this  ftamp  never  fail  to  feize  all 
opportunities  of  exclaiming,  in  the  bittereft  manner, 
againit  every  one  upon  whom  even  the  flightefl  fuf- 
picion  of  indifcretion  or  unchaftity  has  fallen;  taking 
care,  as  they  go  along,  to  magnify  every  mole-hill 
into  a  mountain,  and  every  thoughtlefs  freedom  into 
the  blacked  of  crimes.  But  beil des  the  illiberality 
of  thus  treating  fuch  as  may  frequently  be  innocent, 
you  may  credit  us,  dear  countrywomen,  when  we 
aver,  that  fuch  a  behaviour,  initead  of  making  you 
appear  more  virtuous,  only  draws  down  upon  you, 
by  thofe  who  know  the  world,  fufpicions  not  much 
to  your  advantage.  Your  fex  are  in  general  fuf- 
pected  by  ours,  of  being  too  much  addicted  to  fcan- 
dal  and  defamation;  a  fufpicion,  which  has  not 
arifen  of  late  years,  as  we  find  in  the  ancient  laws  of 
England  a  punifhment,  known  by  the  name  of  duck- 
ing-itool,  annexed  to  fcolding  and  defamation  in  the 
women,  though  no  fuch  punifhment  nor  crime  is 
taken  notice  of  in  the  men.  This  crime,  however, 
we  perfuade  ourfelves,  you  are  lefs  guilty  of,  than 
is  commonly  believed:  but  there  is  another  of  a 
nature  not  more  excufable,  from  which  we  cannot  fo 
much  exculpate  you ;  which  is,  that  harfh  and  for- 
bidding appearance  you  put  on,  and  that  ill-treat- 
ment, which  you  no  doubt  think  neceiTary,  for 
the  illuflration  of  your  own  virtue,  you  fhould  be- 
fi'ow  on  every  one  of  your  fex  who  has  deviated  from 
the  path  of  rectitude.  A  behaviour  of  this  nature, 
bcfides  being  fo  oppofite  to  that  meek  and  gentle 
fpirit  which  fhould  diitinguifh  female  nature,  is  in 
.  every  refpect  contrary  to  the  charitable  and  forgiving 
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temper  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  and  infallibly  fhuts 
the  door  of  repentance  againft  an  unfortunate  fifter, 
willing,  perhaps3  to  abandon  the  vices  into  which 
heedlefs  inadvertency  had  plunged  her,  and  from 
which  none  of  you  can  promife  yourfelves  an  abfo- 
lute  fecurity. 

We  wifh  not,  fair  countrywomen,  like  the 
declaimer  and  fatirifi,  to  paint  you  all  vice  and  im- 
perfection, nor,  like  the  venal  panegyrifc,  to  exhi- 
bit you  all  virtue.  As  impartial  hiflorians,  we  con- 
fefs  that  you  have,  in  the  prefent  age,  many  virtues 
and  good  qualities,  which  were  either  nearly  or  alto- 
gether unknown  to  your  anceftors ;  but  do  you  not 
exceed  them  in  fome  follies  and  vices  alfo  ?  Is  not 
the  levity,  diffipation,  and  extravagance  of  the  wo- 
men of  this  century  arrived  to  a  pitch  unknown  and 
unheard-of  in  former  times  ?  Is  not  the  courfe 
which  you  fleer  in  life,  almoft  entirely  directed  by 
vanity  and  famion  ?  And  are  there  not  too  many 
of  you,  who,  throwing  afide  reafon  and  good  conduct, 
and  defpifmg  the  counfel  of  your  friends  and  rela- 
tions, feem  determined  to  follow  the  mode  of  the 
world,  however  it  may  favour  of  folly,  and  how- 
ever it  may  be  mixed  with  vice?  Do  not  the  gene- 
rality of  you  drefs,  and  appear,  above  your  flation, 
and  are  not  many  of  you  amamed  to  be  feen  perform- 
ing the  duties  of  it  ?  To  fum  up  all,  do  not  too, 
too  many  of  you  act  as  if  you  thought  the  care  of  a 
family,  and  the  other  domeflic  virtues,  beneath 
your  attention,  and  that  the  fole  end  for  which  you 
were  fent  into  the  world,  was  to  pleafe  and  divert 
yourfelves,  at  the  expence  of  thofe  poor  wretches  the 
men,  whom  you  confider  as  obliged  to  fupport  you 
in  every  kind  of  idlenefs  and  extravagance  ?  While 
fuch  is  your  conduct,  and  while  the  contagion  is 
every  day  increafiiigj  you  are  not  to  be  farprifed  if 
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the  men,  flill  fond  of  you  as  playthings,  in  the  hours, 
of  mirth  and  revelry,  fliun  every  ferious  connection^ 
with  you;  and  while  they  wifli  to  be  pofTefTed  of 
your  charms,  are  fo  much  afraid  of  your  manners 
and  conduct,  that  they  prefer  the  cheerlefs  ltate  of 
a  batchelor,  to  the  numberlefs  evils  arifing  from 
beini  tied  to  a  modern  wife. 

We  mall  conclude  this  chapter  with  a  few  general 
obfervations  on  the  characteriflic  differences  of  the 
pad  and  prefent  ages  of  the  world.  Such,  among 
many,  is  the  proclivity  to  admiring  whatever  is 
pail  and  defpifmg  whatever  is  prefent,  that  every 
thing  ftamped  with  the  ruft  of  remote  antiquity  muft 
infallibly  be  all  good  and  virtuous,  and  every  thing 
of  a  modern  date  as  unqueflionably  be  vice  and  folly. 
According  to  fuch,  the  times  of  the  patriarchs  were 
thebe-ft  and  happiefl  periods  of  the  world,  even  fo 
much  fo,  that  they  were  diflinguifhed  by  the  fplen- 
did  title  of  golden  age,  while  onr  modern  times  are 
branded  with  the  epithet  of  the  age  of  iron.  To 
give  us  fome  idea  of  this  golden  age,  many  authors 
of  confiderable  merit  have  laboured  to  perfuade  us, 
that  the  earth  brought  forth  her  fruit  fpontaneouily, 
that  the  lion  and  the  tyger  were  harmlefs  as  the  lamb, 
and  that  mankind,  free  from  pride,  ambition,  ava- 
rice, and  all  the  vicious  and  tumultuous  pafTions  of 
the  mind,  lived  in  the  moft  happy  fecurity  and  Sim- 
plicity; and  fome  have  even  gone  fo  far  as  to  repre- 
sent thefe  times  as  exempted  from  thofe  infirmities  to 
which  nature,  folly,  and  climate,  have  always  fub- 
jected  humanity.  Thefe  and  other  fables  of  the  like 
nature,  though  they  may  do  credit  to  the  fong  of  the 
poet,  difgrace  the  record  of  the  hiftorian;  but  in 
forming  our  judgment  of  paft  events,  we  are  not  to 
be  directed  by  the  poet,  the  declaimer,  the  panegy- 
riil,  nor  the  fatiriii;    we  muft  liiien  to  facts  only, 
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and  we  muft  alio  confider  the  general  complexion  of 
the  times  in  which  they  happened. 

Such  authors  as  we  have  mentioned  would  make 
us  believe,  that  avarice  and  ambition  were  unknown 
to  the  happy  beings  they  have  placed  in  the  firfi  ages 
of  the  world;  but  all  that  remains  of  the  hiuory  of 
thefe  ages,  teaches  quite  another  doctrine,  and  de- 
monftrates  that,  almofl  from  the  remoteft  antiquity, 
there  were  wars,  entered  into  with  the  moil  flagrant 
injuftice,  and  carried  on  with  the  mod  mocking  inhu- 
manity; murders  and  robberies  constantly  commit- 
ted, and  the  mod  wanton  cruelties  often  executed 
without  any  provocation;  that  brother  cheated  in 
the  moil  folemn  manner  his  brother;  that  the  fair 
fex  were  maltreated  and  abufed;  and  in  fine,  that 
a  ravage  barbarity  of  manners  fubje,M:ed  every  thing 
to  fuperior  flrength.  They  would  likewife  perfuade 
us,  that  pomp  and  luxury  were  then  altogether  un- 
known; but  thefe  are  only  comparative^,  not  abfe- 
lute  terms;  as  what  might  well  deierve  the  name  of 
luxury  in  one  period,  would  be  the  utmoll  fimpli- 
city  in  another.  We  grant  indeed,  that  thofe  ele- 
gant pleafures  which  are  the  refult  of  knowledge, 
indudry,  and  a  perfection  of  the  arts,  had  then  no 
exiftence;  but  they  had  a  pomp  and  a  luxury  pro- 
portioned to  their  powers,  and  the  means  they  had 
of  mewing  them,  and  in  thefe  they  exerted,  nay 
even  overfcretched  themfelves  perhaps  as  much  as  in 
our  modern  times,  as  we  fhajl  fee  more  fully  in  the 
fequel  of  this  work.  Let  us  then  no  longer  continue 
to  afenbe  fo  many  chimerical  virtues  to  thofe  age-;9 
when  the  plainnefs  and  fimplicity  of  manners  which 
then  prevailed,  was  evidently  owing  more  to  their 
rude  and  uncultivated  (hue,  than  to  their  bet: 
principles;  and  when  the  virtues  for  which  ih^j  arc 
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celebrated,  were  more  of  the  negative  than  the  pofi- 
tive  kind. 

Thofe  abandoned  cities  which  were  confirmed  by- 
fire  from  heaven,  need  not  be  brought  as  examples 
of  the  total  corruption  of  ancient  manners.  We 
have  unhappily  too  many  other  proofs  of  it,  and  of 
thefe  the  diffidence  that  every  one  then  entertained 
of  his  neighbour,  is  not  the  weaker!:.  Abraham 
and  Ifaac,  both  apprehended  that  they  fhould  be 
flain  for  the  fake  of  their  wives;  and  it  was  no  un- 
common thing  for  a  man  to  require  an  oath  of  his 
neighbour  that  he  would  do  him  no  harm.  The  (lo- 
ries of  Judah  and  Tamar,  his  daughter-in-law,  and 
of  the  rape  of  Dinah,  give  us  fome  idea  of  the  debau- 
chery and  injuftice  which  then  reigned  upon  the 
earth.  Judah  condemned  Tamar  to  fufler  death  for 
the  crime  that  he  had  committed  with  her,  and  the 
perfidious  ions  of  Jacob  flew  the  Sechemites  after 
they  had  ratified  a  treat)  of  peace  with  them  in  the 
raoft  folemn  manner.  Nor  v/ere  fidelity  and  honour 
more  refpected  in  private  than  in  public  life ;  Jacob 
bargained  with  his  uncle  to  ferve  him  feven  years  for 
his  daughter  Rachel;  when  the  fervice  was  accom- 
plifhed,  Laban  fhamefully  impofed  upon  him  Leah, 
and  had  even  the  effrontery  to  juflify  what  he  had 
done,  and  exacl  another  feven  years  fervice  for  Ra- 
chel. Jacob  deceived  his  brother  Efau;  the  fons  of 
Jacob  fold  Jofeph  their  brother  as  a  flave;  an  old 
prophet,  by  a  pretended  commifTion  from  the  Lord, 
decoyed  a  brother  prophet  to  his  houfe,  and  made 
him  eat  bread  and  drink  water,  contrary  to  the  com- 
mandment that  had  been  given  him,  and  for  the  dif- 
obedience  of  which  he  was  flain  by  a  lion.  Such 
were  mankind  in  the  patriarchal  ages. 
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When  we  trace  their  character  through  the  fubfe- 
quent  periods  mentioned  in  the  Old  Teftament,  we 
meet  with  a  numerous  lift  of  the  fame  enormities  and 
crimes.  When  from  this  facred  record,  we  turn 
towards  the  traditions  and  fragments  of  the  hiftory 
of  other  nations,  they  give  us  no  more  favourable 
idea  of  thofe  primitive  times;  from  them  we  learn, 
that  men  lived  at  firfl  without  government,  and 
without  law,  without  mutual  confidence,  or  mutual 
friendfhip;  pailion  and  appetite  dictated  what  they 
mould  do,  and  they  were  not  folicitous  about  the 
juftice,  but  only  about  the  convenience  and  utility 
of  their  actions.  The  whole  of  the  political  hiftory 
of  ancient  Egypt  is  a  fcene  of  (laughter  and  injuftice. 
The  cruelty  and  other  crimes  of  Semiramis  excite 
our  indignation,  and  the  mad  exploits  of  Alexander, 
were  they  not  fo  much  marked  with  blood,  wor.'d 
almoft  excite  our  laughter.  The  heroic  ages  of 
Greece  exhibit  little  befides  rape,  murder,  and 
adultery ;  and  the  fubfequent  periods  are  full  of  ty- 
ranny, profcription,  and  oppreilion. 

The  Romans  were  at  firfl:  a  fet  of  lawlefs  banditti : 
after  they  had  formed  themfelves  into  a  community  j 
and  peopled  Rome,  they  became  famous  for  rhc 
ration  and  juftice,  wherever  the  concerns  of  their 
republic  were  not  in  queilion,  and  at  la.il:  turned  the 
mod  venal  and  profligate  o^  mankind.  When  the 
Roman  empire  was  deftroyed,  were  the  crimes  of  the 
people  extirpated;  or  does  hiftory  paint  mankind  as 
meliorated  by  fo  great  an  event  ?  The  reverie  w  : 
are  afraid  is  the  cafe;  gloomy  fuperftition  now  dart- 
ed up,  perfecution  (talked  terrible  behind  her,  and 
drenched  Europe  in  blood.  Rome  erected  a  spiri- 
tual, when  ike  had  loft  a  temporal,  authority,  and 
indiscriminately  trampled  on  the  rights  of  heaven  and 
earth;  fcarcely  was  there  a  nation  among  us,  wliofe 
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roads  were  not  infefted  with  gangs  of  lawlefs  affaffins, 
who  robbed  and  murdered  the  traveller  as  he  went 
along,  and  the  laws  were  too  feeble  to  bring  thefe, 
or  even  fingle  offenders,  to  juftice.  Nor  was  a 
man's  own  houfe  even  an  afylum,  where  his  life 
and  property  could  be  fecure ;  his  hronger  neigh- 
bour often  entered  it  in  the  night,  and  bereaved  him 
at  once  of  property  and  of  life.  Such  was  the  pic- 
ture of  Europe  till  the  beginning  of  the  fixteenth  cen- 
tury, wrhen,  by  a  variety  of  caufes,  which  it  is  not 
our  province  to  enumerate,  the  manners  began  to 
foften,  juftice  to  triumph  over  opprefTion,  and  the 
whole  to  afTume  that  order  and  fecurity  in  which  we 
now  behold  it. 
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CHAPTER     XIII. 


Of  the  Influence  of  Female  Society. 


O 


F  all  the  various  caufes  which  tend  to 
influence  our  conduct  and  form  our  manners,  none 
operate  fo  powerfully  as  the  fociety  of  the  other  fex. 
If  perpetually  confined  to  their  company,  they  infal- 
libly flamp  upon  us  effeminacy,  and  fome  other  of 
the  fignatures  of  their  nature;  if  condantly  excluded 
from  it,  we  contract  a  roughnefs  of  behaviour,  and 
flovilenlinefs  of  perfon,  fumxient  to  point  out  to  us 
the  lofs  we  have  fuftained.  If  we  fpend  a  reafonable 
portion  of  our  time  in  the  company  of  women,  and 
another  in  the  company  of  our  own  fex,  it  is  then 
only  that  we  imbibe  a  proper  fhare  of  the  foftnefs 
of  the  female,  and  at  the  fame  time  retain  the  firmnefs, 
and  conflancy  of  the  male. 

Women  in  all  ages  have  fet  the  greateft  value  on 
courage  and  bravery  in  the  men;  and  men,  in  all 
civilized  ages  and  countries,  have  placed  the  chiefefl 
female  excellence  in  beauty,  chaility,  and  a  cer- 
tain namelefs  foftnefs  and  delicacy  of  perfon  and 
behaviour.  The  caufe  of  this  will  unfold  itfelf  in 
confidering  the  nature  of  the  different  fexes.  Wo- 
men, in  themfeives  weak,  timid,,  and  defencelefs, 
ftand  in  the  greatefh  need  of  courage  and  bravery, 
to  defend  them  from  the  affaults  that  may  be  made 
on  their  bodies,  or  advantages  that  may  be  gained 
over  their  minds;  men,  on  the  other  hand,  enter- 
prifmg  and  robuft,  have  the  greateft  need  of  female 
foftnefs,  to  fmooth  their  rugged  nature,  to  wear  off 
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the  afperities  they  daily  contract  in  theirjbufmefs  and 
connexions  with  one  another,  and  by  the  lenient 
balm  of  endearment,  to  blunt  the  tdgc  of  corrofive 
care. 

We  have  juft  now  obferved,  that  men  fecluded 
from  the    company  of  women,    become  flovenly  in 
their  perfons,    and  rough  and  untraceable  in  their 
manners  ;  but  this  is  not  all,  even  their  gait  aflumes 
a    more  uncouth    appearance,    and    their    voice    a 
hoarfer    and  lefs  mufical   tone ;  their  fenfations  be- 
come   lefs  delicate,  their   fentiments  lefs  religious, 
and  their  paftions  feem  to  have  more  of  the  brutal, 
than  thofe  of  the  reft  of  their  fex;  circumftances 
which  appear  but  too  confpicuous  in  failors,  miners, 
and  other  people  who  either  fpend  the  greater!  part 
of  their  tin."  altogether  without  women,  or  in  the 
company  of  fuch  as  have  loft  every  female  excellence. 
Should  it  be  alleged,  that  thefe  alterations  are  owing 
to  the  horrid  trade  of  war,  in  which   failors  are  fo 
often   engaged,  the  fame  thing  fhould  then  be  ob- 
ferved  in  foldiers.     Should  we  have  recourfe  to  the 
furlinefs  of  the  winds  and  waves,  againft  which  they 
maintain  a  perpetual  combat,  though  thefe   may  in 
fome  meafure  account  for  their  behaviour,    yet  it 
will  appear  to   an  accurate  obferver,  that  the  ulti- 
mate caufe  is  not    to  be  found  only  in  the  want  of 
that  focial  intercourfe  with  the  other  fex,  which  of 
all  things  has  the  moft  powerful  tendency  to  foften 
and  humanize  the  mind. 

Though  men  fecluded  from  the  company  of  wo- 
men, become  the  moft  rude  and  uncultivated  of  ani- 
mals, yet  women  almoft  entirely  fecluded  from  the 
company  of  men,  do  not,  in  fome  particular  cafes, 
tpfe  almoft  any  thing  of  their  foftnefs  and  delicacy. 
In  nunneries,  for  inftance,  we  often  perfuade  our- 
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felves,  that  thefe  qualities  rather  increafe;  but  here 
we  are  to  conlider,  that  women  fo  placed,  are  not 
altogether  excluded  from  the  company  of  men, 
having  frequent  opportunities  of  feeing  and  con- 
verting with  them  through  a  grate;  and  befides,  the 
melancholy  reflections  on  the  fweets  of  fociety,  of 
friendfhip,  and  above  all,  of  love  which  they  have 
for  ever  loll:,  give  them  an  air  of  penfive  foftnefs, 
which  never  fail  to  make  the  fex  appear  more  lovely, 
and  to  raife  our  pity,  a  pafTion  which,  we  may  fay, 
when  it  has  beauty  for  its  object,  is  more  than  filter 
to  love,  and  infpires  us  with  the  ftrongeft  partiality. 

But  though  women  who  are  fliut  up  by  themfelves 
preferve  their  native  foftnefs  and  delicacy,  yet  thofe 
of  them,  who,  abandoned  by,  or  defpifmg  the  com- 
pany of  their  own  fex,  afTociate  only  with  ours,  focn 
become  the  rougheil  and  moft  uncultivated  of  the 
human  fpecies ;  a  fact  which  the  experience  of  every 
one  mull  have  abundantly  demonftrated  to  him,  and 
which  affords  the  ftrongeft  poilible  proof  of  the  falu- 
tary  influence  of  female  fociety.  But  in  order  to 
fliew  more  particularly  the  benefits  arifmg  from  this 
fource,  let  us  take  a  flicrt  view  of  the  flate  of  foci- 
ety among  the  ancients,  and  then  turn  our  eyes 
towards  thofe  countries,  where,  at  prefent,  men 
and  women  live  almoft  conftantly  feparated  from  each 
other,  and  where  the  men  feldom  or  never  deign  to 
vifit  the  women  but  to  fliew  authority,  or  to  gratify 
animal  appetite. 

When  we  look  back  to  the  more  early  ages  of 
antiquity,  we  find  but  Jittle  focial  intercourfe  be- 
tween the  two  fexes,  and  that,  in  confequence 
thereof,  both  were  lefs  amiable  in  their  perfens  and 
manners.  In  the  patriarchal  ages,  it  would  feem, 
that  the  women  generally  refided  by  themfelves,  in 
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apartments  allotted  to  them  in  the  back-parts  of  the 
tents  of  their  parents  and  hufbands;  a  cuftom  long 
after  continued,  and  in  fome  places  at  this  day  ob- 
ferved,  among  the  defcendants  of  the  patriarchs; 
the  effects  of  which,  on  the  tempers  and  difpofitions 
of  the  men,  and  even  upon  thofe  of  the  women, 
were  apparent.  Neither  of  the  fexes  were  lively 
nor  cheerful;  the  men  were  cruel,  gloomy,  trea- 
cherous, and  revengeful;  the  women,  in  a  leffer 
degree,  fliared  all  thefe  unfocial  vices.  Many  ages 
elapfed  after  the  times  we  are  fpeaking  of,  before 
women  ardfe  into  confequence  enough  to  become  the 
companions  of  an  hour  devoted  to  fociety,  as  well  as 
of  that  devoted  to  love.  Even  the  Babylonians, 
who  appear  to  have  allowed  their  women  more 
liberty  than  any  of  the  ancients,  feem  not  to  have 
lived  with  them  in  a  friendly  and  familiar  manner; 
but  the  little  intercourfe  the  fexes  had  with  each 
other,  being  (till  greater  than  that  of  the  neighbour- 
ing nations,  they  acquired  thereby  a  polifh  and 
refinement  unknown  to  any  of  the  people  who  fur- 
rounded  them.  The  manners  of  both  fexes  were 
fofter,  and  better  calculated  to  pleafe,  and  to  clean- 
linefs  and  drefs  they  paid  more  attention.  Such 
were  the  effects  of  female  fociety  on  the  Bab)donians; 
but  they  had  not  carried  it  far  enough  to  become 
properly  cultivated.  The  Sybarites,  who  had  car- 
ried it  by  much  too  far,  in  a  feries  of  years  loft  by 
it,  ail  that  firmnefs  of  body  and  of  mind  peculiar  to 
the  men,  and  contracted,  if  we  may  be  allowed  the 
expreffion,  a  more  than  female  effeminacy. 

"What  a  rude  and  barbarous  people  the  Greeks 
were,  during  the  heroic  ages,  we  have  already  feen : 
when  we  trace  them  downward  to  thofe  periods  in 
which  they  become  famous, for  their  knowledge  of 
the  arts  and  fciences,  we  find  their  rudenefs  but  a 
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little  altered,  and  their  manners  foftened  only  a  few 
degiees ;  it  is  not  therefore  arts,  fciences,  and 
learning,  but  the  company  of  the  other  fex  only, 
that  forms  the  manners,  and  renders  the  men  agree- 
able. But  the  company  and  conversation  of  that 
fex,  as  we  have  before  related,  was  among  the 
Greeks  fhamefully  neglected;  and  particularly  among 
the  Lacedemonians,  who,  on  that  account,  were 
the  moil  rude  and  uncivilized  of  all  their  neighbour?. 
In  their  more  early  periods,  the  Romans  were 
icarcelv  behind  the  Greeks  in  rudenefs  and  barba- 
rity  ;  but  they  were  fometime  a  community  without 
women,  and  confequently  without  any  thing  to 
foften  the  ferocity  of  male  nature.  The  Sabine 
virgins,  whom  they  had  flolen,  appear  to-  have  in- 
fufed  into  them  the  firft  ideas  of  politenefs ;  but  as 
they  fpent  the  great eit  part  of  their  time  in  the  field, 
or  in  the  Forum,  and  in  general  did  not  make  com- 
panions of  their  wives  and  daughters,  it  was  many 
a-zes  before  the  rouehnefs  of  the  warrior,  and  clown- 
iihnefs  of  the  farmer,  began  to  give  place  to  the  po- 
litenefs of  the  gentleman  ;  a  revolution  of  manners, 
which  did  not  bes^in  to  fhew  itfelf  till  about  the  time 
when  the  Caefars  ailumed  the  Empire  ;  and  from 
that  time  the  intercourfe  between  the  fexes  became 
fo  eafy,  and  gallantry  grew  fo  much  into  faihion, 
that  the  hardy  Roman  was  at  length  foftened  down 
to  the  delicate  voluptuary. 

The  fame  caufes  exifted  among  the  nations  con- 
temporary with  the  Romans,  and  they  produced 
the  fame  effects.  None  of  the  fierce  inhabitants  of 
the  North  had  either  time  or  inclination  for  the  com- 
pany of  their  women  ;  and  on  that  account  they 
were  deuitute  of  ornaments  and  graces,  and  equally 
uncultivated  in  body  and  in  mind.  Were  we- to 
proceed  on  our  iurvey  of  antiquity,  we  fhould  find, 
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that  it  was  only  a  few  centuries  ago  that  the  fair 
fex  began  in  Europe  to  be  confidered  in  a  rational 
light.  Before  the  introduction  of  chivalry,  they 
were  looked  upon  as  beings  unworthy  of  the  com- 
pany or  attention  of  the  men  :  by  that  inflitution, 
they  were  raifed  to  the  rank  of  divinities,  approach- 
ed with  reverence,  and  confidered  as  moving  in  a 
fphere  too  exalted  for  the  familiarity  of  mortal  men ; 
and  it  was  only  upon  the  decline  of  this  romantic 
turn  of  mind,  that  they  began  to  take  that  place  in 
the  fcale  of  rational  beings,  for  which  nature  feems 
to  have  intended  them  ;  to  be  focial  companions,  to 
enhance  the  value  of  all  the  pleafures,  and  alleviate 
all  the  pains  and  ills,  of  life. 

From  this  flight  furvey  of  antiquity,  let  us  turn 
our  eyes  towards  the  prefent  (late  of  mankind  in 
the  Ealt ;  where  jealoufy,  that  tyrant  of  the  foul, 
has  excluded  all  the  joys  and  comforts  of  mixed  foci- 
,ety  :  there,  we  mall  not  only  find  the  men  gloomy, 
fufpicious,  cowardly,  and  cruel,  but  diverted  of 
almofr.  all  the  finer  fentiments  that  arife  from  friend- 
fhip  and  from  love.  There  we  fliall  find,  that 
roughnefs  and  barbarity  have  fettled  their  empire, 
and  triumph  over  the  human  mind  :  but  there,  fliall 
we  hardly  be  able  to  difcover  the  tender  parent,  or 
the  indulgent  hufband  ;  there,  fliall  we  with  diffi- 
culty find  any  of  the  focial  virtues,  or  the  fentimen- 
tal  feelings :  all  thefe  are  commonly  the  offspring  of 
mixed  fociety ;  and  though  men  may  improve  their 
heads  in  the  company  of  their  own  fex,  we  4nay 
affirm,  that  the  company  and  converfation  of  wo- 
men alone  is  the  proper  fchool  for  the  heart.  Should 
any  one  doubt  the  truth  of  this,  let  him  turn  over  a 
few  volumes  of  the  hiilory  of  any  of  thofe  nations, 
where  the  fexes  live  excluded  from  each  other,  and 
he  will  meet  with  the  mcfl  ample  conviction. 
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When  from  thofe  unfocial  regions,  where,  by 
being  deprived  of  the  company  of  the  fair,  life  is 
deprived  of  more  than  half  its  joys,  we  turn  ourfelves 
to  Europe,  we  eafily  difcover,  that  in  proportion  to 
the  time  fpent  in  the  converfation  of  their  women, 
the  people  are  polifhed  and  refined ;  and  lefs  fo,  in 
proportion  as  they  neglect  or  defpife  them.  The 
Ruffians,  Poles,  and  even  the  Dutch,  pay  lefs  atten- 
tion to  their  females  than  any  of  their  neighbours, 
and  are  of  confequence  lefs  diilinguiflied  for  the 
graces  of  their  perfons,  and  the  feelings  of  their 
hearts.  The  Spaniards,  when  they  formerly  had  not 
the  benefits  of  female  fociety,  were  remarkable  for 
their  cruelties :  at  this  period,  when  locks,  bars, 
and  duennas  are  becoming  unfadiionable,  and  wo- 
men mixing  among  them,  they  are  faff  affuming  the 
culture  and  humanity  of  the  neighbouring  nations. 
So  powerful,  in  fhort,  is  the  company  and  conver- 
fation of  the  fair,  in  diifufmg  happinefs  and  hilarity, 
that  even  the  cloud  which  hangs  on  the  thoughtful 
brow  of  an  Englishman,  begins,  in  the  prefent  age, 
to  brighten,  by  his  devoting  to  the  ladies,  a  larger 
fhare  of  time,  than  was  formerly  done  by  his  an- 
ceftors. 

But  if  we  would  contemplate  the  influence  of 
female  fociety  in  its  greateft  perfection,  we  mud: 
take  a  view  of  the  Italians  and  French  ;  in  the  iaft 
of  which,  we  are  conftantly  prefented  with  tempers 
fo  gay  and  cheerful,  that  we  are  almoft  tempted  to 
think  them  fuperior  to  all  the  ills  and  accidents  of 
life  :  among  them  only  we  find  happinefs  fmiling 
amid  want  and  poverty,  and  pleafure  and  amufement, 
with  all  their  fportive  train,  not  only  attending  on 
the  rich  and  affluent,  but  on  the  humble  villager, 
and  dancing  around  the  ruftic  cot.  For  this  forti- 
tude of  the  French  in  fupuorting  their  ipirits  through 
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all  the  adverfe  ciisetimftances  of  the  world,  for  their 
vivacity  and  cheerfulnefs  of  temper,  various  reafons 
have  been  affiffned,  as  the  liphtnefs  of  their  food, 
and  falubiity  of  their  air  ;  caufes  to  which  a  great 
deal  may  be  juflly  attributed,  but  which  are  un- 
doubtedly much  afliiled  in  their  operations  by  the 
condaiit  mixture  of  the  young  and  old,  and  by  the 
levity  and  fprightlineis  of  female  converfation  ;  for 
we  icrupie  not  to  afTert,  that  this  vivacity  of  the 
French  ladies,  and  die  conftant  attendance  paid  them 
by  the  men,  are  the  chief  caufes  why  the  cares  and 
ills  of  life  fit  lighter  on  the  moulders  of  that  fantaf- 
tic  people,  than  on  thofe  of  any  other  country  in  the 
world. 

In  all  other  countries,  the  men  make  excurfions, 
and  form  parties  of  pleafure,  by  themfelves :  The 
French  reckon  that  an  exenriion  is  dull,  and  that  a 
party  of  pleafure  cannot  deferve  that  name,  without 
a  mixture  of  both  fexes  join  to  compofc  it.  The 
French  women  do  not  even  withdraw  from  the  table 
after  meals  ;  nor  do  the  men  difcover  that  propen- 
sity to  have  them  di  unified,  which  we  fo  often  meet 
with  in  England,  and  which  is  a  certain  indication, 
that  they  either  want  to  debauch  themfelves  with 
liquor,  or  indulge  in  thofe  indecencies  of  difcourfe, 
which  the  company  of  women  always  freftrains.  It 
is  alleged  by  thofe  who  have  no  reiifh  for  the  con- 
verfation of  the  fair  fex,  that  their  company  curbs 
the  freedom  of  fpeech,  and  reftrains  the  jollity  of 
i  mirth  :  but  if  the  converfation  and  the  mirth  are  db- 
cent,  and  the  company  are  capable  of  reliftaug  any 
thing  but  wine,  the  very  reverfe  is  the  cafe  ;  at  leafl 
it  is  always  remarkably  io  among  the  French  :  nor  is 
any  thing  more  natural ;  for,  the  fair  fex  in  general 
being  lefs  difturbed  by  the  cares  and  anxieties  of  life. 
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are  not  only  theittfdves  moafe  cheerful,   but   rao 
eager 'to  promote  ninth  and  feftivity. 

But  the  advantages  of  female  foeiety  are  not  alto- 
gether confined  to  the  circumflances  we  have  now 
related  ;  they  extend  themfelves  tiiuch  ferther,  a 

fpread  their  influence  over  almoft:  every  cuftom  and 
every  action  of  focial  life.  It  is  to  the  facial  inter- 
courfe  with  women,  that  the  men  are  indebted  for 
every  effort  they  make  to  please  and  be  agreeable^ 
and  it  is  to  the  ar  n  of  pie:.:: "  ;  .hey  owe  all  their 

elegance  of  mamuns,  as  well  as  ail  the  neal  and 

ornaments  of  dreis.     it  is  to  the  l 
that  they  frequently  owe   their  fobriety  and  t. 
ranee,  and  confequently  their  health  ;  for  to  drtm- 
kennefs   and  irregularity,  nothing    is  fo  eilechial    \ 
check,  as  the    company   of  modeft  women;     hi 
much  that  it  is  but  feiciom  we  find  a  man  fo  lod  I 
i'1  erne,  as  to  get  drunk  ..hen  he  is  in,  or  to  go  into 
(heir  comoany.     To  tfo  Jt  lefsfrequen 

indebted    for  the  calming   of   violent  diiputes,  a 

venting  of  quarrels,   which,  with   every 
fpecies  of  rudenefs,  are  happily  r  led  fo  indecent 

in  their  prefence,  that  we  often  poftpo&e  them  till 
another  opportunity  ;    and  in  the   interim*  \ 
reiumes  the  rein  whkh  paiiion   had  uharped.       Bur 
this  is  not  all  ;  many  difputes  and  quarrels,  already 

tan,  have  been  amicably  fettled  by  the  hm  rp 
tion  of  their  good  offices,  or,  at  lead,  the  fatal 
feels   of  them   prevented  by  their  tears  and  media- 
tion.    Fond  of  the  fofter  fcenes  of  peace,  they  ha 
h    \  ■     :  addrefsto  prevent,  by  their  arguine] 
an:'  the   direful  i   of  war ;   and, 

afraid  of  lofing  tlieir  hufbands  and  relations,- they 
•have  fbmetimes  ruihed  between   two  hoitile  arm 

dy  to   engage,  and  tinned   the  horrid  fcenes  of 
hion  ml  ;  .  (   ;  .tivity. 
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In  our  fex,  there  is  a  kind  of  conflitutional  or 
inafculine  pride,  which  hinders  us  in  yielding,  in 
points  of  knowledge  or  of  honour,  to  each  other. 
Though  this  may  be  defigned  by  nature  for  feveral 
ufeful  purpofes,  yet  it  is  often  the  fource  alfo  of  a 
variety  of  evils,  the  moft  dangerous  to  the  peace" of 
fociety  ;  but  we  lay  it  entirely  afide  in  our  connec- 
tions with  women,  and  with  pleafure  fubmit  to  fuch 
chelates  and  behaviour  from  their  fex,  as  from  our 
own  would  call  up  every  irafcible  particle  of  our 
blood,  and  inflame  every  ungovernable  pafiicn. 
This  accuflomed  lubmifiion  gives  a  new  and  lefs  im- 
perious turn  to  our  ideas,  teaches  us  to  obey  where 
we  were  ufed  to  command,  and  to  reafon  where  we 
ufed  to  be  in  a  pailion  ;  to  confider  as  only  good 
breeding  and  complaifance,  that  which  before  we 
looked  upon  as  the  moil  abject  and  unbecoming 
meannefs  :  and  thus  the  (tern  leverity  of  the  male  is 
foftened  and  rendered  agreeable  by  the  gentienefs 
peculiar  to  the  female  nature.  Hence  we  may  refl 
allured,  that  it  is  the  converfation  of  virtuous  and 
fenfible  women  only,  that  can  properly  fit  us  for 
fociety ;  and  that,  by  abating  the  ferocity  of  our 
more  irafcible  paffions,  can  lead  us  on  to  that  gen- 
tienefs of  deportment,  diftinguiftied  by  the  name  of 
humanity.  The  tendernefs  we  have  for  them  foftens 
the  ruggednefs  of  our  nature  ;  and  the  virtues  we 
afiiime,  in  order  to  make  a  better  figure  in  their  eyes, 
fometimes  become  fo  habitual  to  us,  that  we  never 
afterward  lay  them  afide. 

We  are  aware,  that  in  this  country  it  is  too  much 
the  fafhion  to  fuppofe  that  books,  and  the  company 
of  men  only,  are  neceiTary  to  furnilh  every  qualifi- 
cation requifite  for  the  fcholar  and  the  gentleman ; 
but  we  would  defire  fuch  as  are  of  this  opinion  to 
compare  the  generality  of  the  gentlemen  of  this 
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country,  to  thofe  of  France  and  Italy,  and  they 
find,  that  though  we  perhaps  excel  them  in  the 
deepnefs  of  thought  and  fojidity  of  judgment,  we 
are  greatly  their  inferiors  in  urbanity,  in  addrefs, 
and  knowledge  of  the  world ;  for  though  books  may 
furnifti  ideas,  and  experience  improve  the  under- 
{landing,  it  is  only  the  company  and  acquaintance  of 
the  ladies,  which  can  bellow  that  eafmefs  of  addrefs, 
by  which  the  fine  gentleman  is  diftinguifhed  from 
the  mere  fcholar,  and  man  of  buiinefs.  The  French 
and  Italians  educate  their  nobility  in  the  drawing- 
room,  at  the  toilette,  and  places  of  public  amufe- 
ment,  where  they  are  conitantly  in  the  company  of 
women.  The  Englifh  educate  theirs  at  the  college, 
and  at  New-market,  where  books,  grooms,  and 
jockies,  are  their  only  companions:  the  former  are 
often  the  moft  fantaitical  of  beings ;  the  latter,  the 
mod  ignorant,  imperious,  and  furly:  fomething  be- 
tween thefe  two  extremes  of  education,  while  it 
preferved  the  dignity  and  firmnefs  of  the  man,  might 
infufe  a  proper  quantity  of  the  foftnefs  and  addrefs 
of  the  woman. 

When  we  look  a  few  centuries  backward  to  thofe 
periods,  when,  even  in  Europe,  there  was  but  little 
intercourfe  between  the  two  iexes,  we  find  that  the 
men  were  hardly  ruder  in  their  manners  than  in  their 
perfons;  they  wore  long  beards,  which  totally 
covered  the  chin,  and  often  hung  a  great  way  down 
the  bread.  Beards  are  the  work  of  nature,  and 
however  troublefome  and  uncouth,  had  no  moral 
turpitude,  nor  tendency  to  debauch  the  manners; 
but  the  men  had,  in  thofe  times,  other  modes  of 
drelTing  which  violated  every  idea  of  decency.  As 
the  ladies  began  to  have  more  influence,  beards 
were  mutilated  down  to  muftachoes,  though  the 
learned  exclaimed  again  ft  the  horrid  innovation,  as 
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difcovering  a  tafte  which  tended  more  to  gratify' 
the  women,  than  to  keep  up  the  dignity  of  the  iv 
culine  countenance;  and  though  the  church  coun- 
dered  the  mutilation  as  little  fhort  of  apoflacy,  be- 
caufe  Moles  and  Jefus  were  always  painted  with 
long  beards.  As  the  gentlemen  found  that  the 
ladies  had  no  great  reliili  for  muiiachoes,  which  were 
the  relics  of  a  beard,  they  cut  and  curled  them  into 
various  faftnons,  to  render  them  more  agreeable; 
and  at  lad  finding  that  fuch  labour  was  in  vain, 
gave  them  up  altogether.  But  as  the  genttemert  of 
the  three  learned  profeffions  were  fuppofed  to  be 
endowed  with,  or  at  leaft  to  ftand  in  need  of,  more 
wiiclom  than  oilier  people,  and  as  the  longed:  beard 
had  always  been  fuppofed  to  fprout  from  the  wifeft 
chin,  to  fuppty  this  mark  of  diftinction,  which  they 
had  loft,  they  contrived  to  fmother  up  their  heads 
in  enormous  quantities  of  frizzled  hair,  that  they 
might  bear  the  greater  refemblance  to  an  owl,  the 
bird  facred  to  wifdom  and  Minerva.  Such  pro- 
feflional  wigs,  however,  were  long  an  object  of  the 
ridicule  of  wits,  and  the  diflike  of  the  women,  who, 
to  the  honour  of  their  tafte  and  influence,  have,  in 
the  pvefent  age,  banifhed  by  far  the  greater  pan  oi 
them. 

Man,  fecluded  from  the  company  of  wonien,  ts 
not  only  a  rough  and  uncultivated,  but  a  dangerous 
animal  to  fociety;  for,  in  fuch  a  fituation,  the  ani- 
mal appetite  is  daily  gathering  ftrength,  till  at  Ia.it 
it  becomes  almoft  quite  ungovernable;  a  lact  well 
known  to  the  inhabitants  of  iea-ports  who  have  too 
frequent  opportunities  of  feeing  the  force  of  that 
ungovernable  pafTion,  with  which  failors  returned 
from  a  long  voyage,  commonly  dedicate  themfeives 
to  the  worthlefs  women  who  attend  on  account  of 
their  money.     And  a  fact  which  alio  appears  ev;- 
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dent  from  the  con du &  of  the  men  in  all  countries, 
where  women  arc  kept  as  the  mifer  does  his  gold: 
in  fuch  countries,  the  paiTions  of  the  men  are  fo  raif- 
ed  by  partial  glances,  and  by  brooding  over  the 
thoughts  of  ideal  beauty,  and  ideal  happinefs,  in 
the  enjoyment  of  it,  and  fo  inflamed  with  almoft 
insurmountable  obftacles  to  that  enjoyment,  that  if 
they  ever  happen  to  find  a  woman  alone,  they 
attack  her  in  the  mod  furious  and  licentious  man- 
ner; nor  have  the  women  here  fuch  a  power  of 
reilffanee  as  they  have  in  countries  where  they  are 
accuftomed  to  the  company  of  the  men ;  fecluded 
I  torn  them  by  a  barbarous  cuftom,  they  naturally 
form  notions  of  the  happinefs  they  would  derive 
from  them,  of  the  mod  wild  and  romantic  nature: 
Caeih  notions  diiarm  their  virtue,  and  make  thein 
fall  an  eafy  prey  to  the  firft  rude  invader.  From 
this  caufe  it  happens,  that,  in  fpite  of  cautious  pa- 
rents, and  jealous  huibands,  and  of  locks,  bars,  and 
eunuchs,  the  chailiry  of  women  is  lefs  fecure  in 
fuch  countries,  than  where  the  fexes  live  free  and 
eafy  together:  we  may  therefore  affert,  that  the 
benefits  oi:  mixed  fociety  are  not  confined  to  the  men 
alone,  but  extend  to  the  women  alfo;  infufe  into 
their  minds  a  r  oi  checking  the  attacks  of  info- 

lence,  and  by  making  man  the  object  of  their  daily 
eonverre,  make  him  left  v&ftiable,  and  conleqnently 
leis  dangerous,  either  to  their  virtue  or  their  happi- 
nefs; and  we  may  further  aver,  that  this  foctety 
teaches  the  men  to  regulate  and  govern  their  pailions 
with  greater  propriety,  as  nothing  can  be  more  cer- 
tain, than  that  rape,  adultery,  and  every  evil  that 
I  illow  them,  are  i  'ore  common  in  countries  where 
s  le^es  live  {operate,  than  where  they  enjoy  the 
ipanyof  each  other. 
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There  is  nothing  by  which  the  happinefs  of  indi- 
viduals and  of  fociety  is  fo  much  promoted,  as  by 
conftant  efforts  to  pleafe;  and  thefe  efforts  are  in  a 
gveat  meafure  only  produced  by  the  company  of 
women;  for  men,  by  themfelves,  relax  in  almott 
every  particular  of  good-breeding  and  complaifance, 
and  appear  the  creatures  of  mere  nature:  but  no 
fooner  does  a  woman  appear,  than  the  fcene  is  chan- 
ged, and  they  become  emulous  to  mew  all  their 
good  qualifications.  It  is  by  the  arts  of  pleafmg  only., 
that  women  can  attain  to  any  degree  of  confequence 
or  power;  and  it  is  by  pleafmg  only,  that  they  can 
hope  to  become  objects  of  love  and  affection;  attain- 
ments which,  as  they  are  of  ail  others  the  mod  dear 
to  them,  prompt  them  to  cultivate  moil  affiduouily 
the  arts  of  pleafmg;  arts  for  which  they  are  well 
qualified  by  nature.  In  their  forms  lovely,  in  their 
manners  foft  and  engaging,  fuch  are  they  by  nature 
and  by  art,  that  they  can  infufe  by  their  fmiles,  by 
their  air  and  addrefs,  a  thoufand  namelefs  fweets  into 
fociety,  which  without  them  \Vould  be  inlipid,  and 
barren  of  fentiment  and  of  feeling.  But  to  enjoy 
any  pleahire  in  perfection,  we  muff  never  be  fatiated 
with  it;  and  therefore  it  requires  more  than  com* 
mon  prudence  in  a  woman,  to  be  much  in  company, 
and  ftill  retain  that  deference  and  refpect  which  we 
would  voluntarily  pay  to  her,  were  we  feldomer 
indulged  with  her  prefence.  A  few  centuries 
ago  women  were  rarely  acceffible,  but,  lliut  up  in 
houfes  and  catties,  lived  retired  from  the  buttle  of 
the  world.  When  they  deigned  to  fhew  themfelves, 
they  were  approached  as  divinities:  a  tranfient  view 
of  them  often  fet  the  heart  on  fire ;  and  their  fmiles 
conferred  a  happinefs,  and  raifed  an  enthufiattic 
ardour,  of  which  at  this  period  we  can  hardly  form 
any  idea.  By  degrees,  as  manners  became  more 
ffee,  and  the  fexes  mixed  together  with  lefs  cere- 
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mony,  women  began  to  be  feeii  with  lefs  trepida- 
tion, approached  with  lefs  deference,  and  (vnk  in 
their  value  as  they  became  objects  of  greater  famili- 
arity. Nor  was  this  peculiar  to  the  times  we  are 
delineating  :  the  fame  effect  always  has,  and  always 
will  happen  from  the  fame  caufe  ;  let  the  other  fex, 
therefore,  learn  this  inftruclive  leffon  from  it,  that 
half  the  efteem  and .  veneration  we  (hew  them,  is 
owing  to  their  modefty  and  referve,  and  that  a  con- 
trary conduct  may  make  the  mod  enchanting  god- 
defs  degenerate  in  our  eyes  to  a  mere  woman,  with 
all  the  frailties  of  mortality  about  her.  The  forward 
beauty,  whofe  face  is  known  in  every  walk,  and  in 
every  public  place,  may  be  given  as  a  toaft,  and 
have  her  name  infcribed  on  the  windows  of  a  tavern, 
but  flie  rarely  ever  becomes  an  object  of  efteem,  or 
is  foiicited  to  be  a  companion  for  life. 

We  fliall  conclude  what  we  had  to  fay  on  the  ad- 
vantages of  female  fociety,  by  obferviog,  that  it 
feems  not  only  to  be  the  caufe  of  the  rife  and  pro- 
grefs  of  polite  manners,  and  of  fentimental  feelings, 
but  alfo  of  the  fine  arts.  When  we  view  the  coun- 
tries where  women  are  confined,  we  find  the  inhabi- 
tants of  them  diftinguifhed  for  barbarity  of  manners ; 
when  we  view  the  fame  countries  in  the  periods  when 
the  women  bcnn  to  have  their  liberty,  we  imntedi- 
ately  perceive  the  manners  begin  to  foften  and  im- 
prove. In  no  country  can  this  be  more  flrongly 
exemplified  than  in  Spain  ;  they  had  formerly  lefs 
communication  with  the  fair  fex  than  any  other  peo- 
ple of  Europe,  and  were  confequently  greatly  behind 
all  of  them  in  politenefs  and  elegance  of  manners ; 
but  fmce  their  women  have  been  under  lefs  reilraint, 
the  progrefs  of  manners  has  been  fo  rapid,  that  they 
are  hardly  behind  any  of  their  neighbours.  To  the 
fociety  of  women  we  are  indebted  for  the  emulation 
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of  pleafing,    and  conferring  happinefs  on    others ; 
and  to  this  emulation  we  certainly  owe  the  greater 
part,  if  not  the  whole  of  the  fine  arts.     If  any  one 
doubts  of  this.,  let  him  conlider  the  condition  of  thofc 
countries,  where  men  have  no  fuch  motives  of  emu- 
lation, and  let  him  there  difcover  the  fine  arts  if  he 
can ;  he  may  indeed  fay,  that  in  the  Eafl  he  finds 
fome  of  thofe  arts  in  as  great  perfection  as  in  Europe ; 
but  he  difcovers  alfo,  that  they  have  exifted  there 
time  immemorial,  without  the  lead  advance  or  im- 
provement:    and  why?  becaufe  the  Eaflern  has  no 
motive  to  render  him  emulous  of  pleafing  ;  has  he  a 
rival  in  love,  he  is  under  no  obligation  to  fucceed  in 
preference  to  him  by  {hewing  preferable  accomplifh- 
ments ;  does  he  court  a  coy  fair,  who  fliews  reluct- 
ance in  accepting  of  him  ?  he  is  not  defirous  to  gain 
her  affections  by  good  offices,  and  by  inventions  to 
render  her  life  eafy  and  comfortable,  but  at  once 
buys  her  of  her  fordid  parents  or  relations.     Widely 
different  is  the  cafe  in  Europe ;  women  of  fenfc 
judge  of  the  men  by  the  elegance  of  their  perfons, 
of  their  manners,  and  by  their  intellectual  faculties ; 
hence  the  men  have  conflantly  occafion  to  fhew  all 
thefe  to  the  bed  advantage,   and  hence,  even  the 
fine  arts,  which  we  cultivate  to  pleafe  and  to  render 
us  amiable,  may  be  rationally  conlidered  as  an  effect 
of  female  fociety  and  of  love. 

Were  we  inclined  to  write  the  panegyric,  inftead 
of  the  hiflory  of  the  fair  fex,  we  might  enumerate 
fcveral  other  advantages  arifing  from  their  company 
and  converfation  ;  but,  contenting  ourfelves  with 
what  we  have  already  related  on  this  head,  we 
fliall  now  mention  fome  of  the  difadvantages  arifing 
from  our  intercourfe  with  them.  By  the  learned 
and  fludious,  it  has  often  been  objected  to  female 
company,  that  it  fo  enervates  and  relaxes  the  mind, 
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and  gives  it  fuch  a  turn  for  trifling,  levity,  and  dif- 
Jipation,  as  renders  it  altogether  unfit  for  that  appli- 
cation which  is  neccffary  in  order  to  become  eminent 
in  any  of  the  fciences.  In  proof  oft]  lis  they  allege, 
that  the  greatell  philofophers  feidom  or  never  were 
men  who  enjoyed,  or  were  fit  for  the  company  or 
converfation  of  woman.  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  hardly 
ever  converfed  with  any  of  the  fex,  and  it  is  believ- 
ed, died  at  laft  as  much  a  ftranger  to  the  joys  of  love, 
as  he  had  lived  a  itranger  to  the  fair  objects  that 
awaken  it  in  the  heart;  Bacon,  Boyle,  Des  Cartes, 
and  a  variety  of  others,  conlpicuous  for  their  learn- 
ing and  application,  were  but  indilTerent  companions 
to  the  fair.  Whether  thefe,  and  many  other  iuftan- 
ces  of  the  fame  nature  which  might  be  adduced,  arc 
fufficient  to  eftablifh  a  general  rule,  we  pretend  not 
to  determine.  Nothing  however  feems  more  certain 
than  that  the  youth  who  devotes  his  whole  time  and 
attention  to  female  converfation  and  the.  little  offices 
of  gallantry,  never  diftinguiihes  himfelf  in  the  lite- 
rary world;  but  without  the  fatigue  and  application 
of  fevere  fludy,  fuch  a  man  often  obtains  by  female 
interefl,  what  is  denied  to  the  merited  improvements 
acquired  by  the  labour  of  many  years. 

But  befides  this  idlenefs  and  neglect,  of  fludy,  fo 
much  complained  of  as  a  confeqaence  of  the  com- 
pany of  the  women,  fuch  company  alio  often  lead 3 
the  men  into  a  fcene  of  expenfive  amujements,  into 
a  love  of  finery  and  oftentatious  fhow,  which  they 
are  not  able  to  afford;  while  regardlefs  of  every 
thing  but  to  pleafe  the  giddy  and  unthinking  fair, 
they  rufh  forward  with  thoughtlefs  unconcern  on 
the  ruin  of  their  fortunes,  and  awake  not  from  their 
dream  of  folly  till  they  find  themfelves  plunged  into 
poverty,  become  the  jefl  of  their  acquaintances, 
and  even  perhaps  fneered  at  by  the  very  females  \yho 
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led  them  into  the  mare.  Againft  fuch  weaknefs  we 
fmcerely  wifh  to  caution  the  young  and  unexperi- 
enced part  of  our  fex,  and  we  advife  them  to  be 
careful  how  they  affociate  with  any  of  the  other, 
who  are  not  endowed  with  fenfe  as  well  as  virtue; 
for  it  is  not  always  to  vicious,  but  frequently  to  gay 
and  thoughtlefs  women,  that  men  owe  their  ruin. 

Such  as  are  enthufiaftically  zealous  for  the  liber- 
ties of  mankind,  have  imagined  that  the  only  way 
to  continue  a  brave,  free,  and  independent  people, 
is  to  avoid  as  much  as  poilible  the  company  of  wo- 
men, the  foft  {trains  of  mufic,  and  all  the  luxuries 
of  the  table  and  of  drefs ;  and  as  a  proof  of  their 
opinion,  they  tell  us,  that  the  Lydians,  the  Syba- 
rites, and  even  the  hardy  Romans  themfelves,  were 
debauched,  and  at  length  loll  their  liberty  by  their 
attention  to  women. 

That  all  thefe  people  were  greatly  debauched  in 
their  manners,  hiftory  has  left  us  no  room  to  doubt; 
but  that  the  company  of  women  was  the  caufe  of  this 
debauchery,  is  far  from  being  certain ;  at  leaft  if  we 
take  a  view  of  the  world  as  it  exifts  in  the  prefent 
period,  it  teaches  us  a  different  lelfon ;  it  points  out 
to  us,  in  the  moil  clear  and  diftincl:  manner,  that 
liberty  and  independence,  the  mod  ineftimable  blef- 
frags  of  mankind,  are  no  where  atfo  low  an  ebb,  as 
in  the  countries  where  the  women  have  no  political 
influence,  and  where  the  men  keep  almoft  no  corn- 
company  with  them:  it  Thews  us,  that  the  men  of 
iuch  countries,  inflead  of  being  the  braveft  and  the 
molt  independent,  are  the  moft  daftardly  and  enfla- 
ved  of  the  human  race;  and  that  on  the  contrary, 
in  the  wilds  of  America,  where  liberty  and  indepen- 
dence exift  in  the  moft  extenfive  fenfe  of  the  words, 
the  freedom  which  the  women  enjoy  in  mixing  with, 
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and  in  Come  places  even  of  governing  along  with  the 
men,  has  not  in  the  leaft  contributed  to  deftroy  thefe 
native  rights  of  mankind.  That  in  Europe,  where 
liberty  is  generally  founded  on  focial  and  rational 
principles,  calculated  for  the  good  of  the  community 
the  company  of  the  women  has  not  hitherto  fo  ener- 
vated the  men  as  to  induce  them  to  part  with  it, 
rather  than  roufe  themfelves  from  the  lap  of  indo- 
lence and  eafe.  About  two  hundred  and  fifty  years 
ago,  when  Francis  the  Firfl  had  not  introduced  wo- 
men to  court,  the  French  were  not  half  fo  much  in 
the  company  of  their  women  as  at  prefent,  and  yet 
were  not  then  a  more  free  and  independent  people ; 
on  the  contrary,  though  we  fuppofe  them  to  have 
been  finking  in  effeminacy  ever  fmce  that  period,  we 
have  feen  them  at  different  times  make  fuch  efforts 
againft  arbitrary  power  as  have  rather  increafed  than 
diminifhed  their  privileges.  Were  the  Italians  lefs 
flaves  to  their  princes,  and  to  the  fee  of  Rome  in 
former  times,  when  they  were  fcarcely  employed  in 
any  thing  but  arts  of  fuperftitious  devotion,  than  at 
prefent,  when  they  almoil  entirely  refign  themfelves 
to  mufic  and  to  women  ?  Or  were  the  Spaniards 
more  free  under  the  gloomy  reign  of  Philip  the 
Second,  when,  from  motives  of  jealoufy  and  reli- 
gion, their  women  were  conflantly  locked  up,  than 
they  are  at  prefent  when  they  converfe  with  them  ? 
In  fhort,  wherever  we  meet  with  a  nation  of  flaves, 
other  caufes  befides  the  company  of  their  women 
mud  have  contributed  to  bring  them  into,  and  to 
continue  them  in,  that  defpic,able  (late. 

1 
Such  are  the  general  influences  of  female  fociety ; 
the  particular  influence  which  every  woman  of  an 
agreeable  perfon,  and  a  tolerable  fhare  of  good  fenfe, 
has  over  every  man,  we  cannot  pretend  minutely  to 
defcribe;  a  taflc  of  this  kind  would  be  better  execu- 
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ted  by  fome  female,  verfant ,  in  the  exercife  of  fuch 
a  power.  When  we  confider  the  two  fexes  into 
which  the  human  genus  are  divided,  it  appears  in 
the  mofl  confpicuous  manner,  that  the  Author  of 
nature  has  placed  the  balance  of  power  on  the  fide 
of  the  male,  by  giving  him  not  only  a  body  more 
large  and  robuft,  but  alio  a  mind  endowed  with 
greater  refolution,  and  a  more  extenfive  reach. 
But  are  thefe  qualities  altogether  without  their  coun- 
terpoife  ?  Are  women  left  without  any  thing  on 
their  fide  to  balance  this  fuperiority  of  our  nature  ? 
Have  they  no  powers  to  exert,  whereby  they  can 
reduce  this  feeming  fuperiority  to  a  more  equal  foot- 
ing ?  If  they  have  not,  they  may  juftly  complain  of 
the  partiality  of  nature,  and  the  feverity  of  their  lot. 
But  let  us  attentively  confider  this  matter,  and  wc 
fhail  find,  that  the  Author  of  our  being  is  no  fuch 
partial  parent:  we  mall  difcover,  that  to  each  fex  he 
has  given  its  different  qualifications;  and  thefe,  upon 
the  whole,  when  properly  cultivated  and  exerted, 
put  men  and  women  nearly  on  an  equal  footing  with 
each  other,  and  fhare  the  advemtages  and  difad vanta- 
ges of  life  impartially  between  them.  To  bend  the 
haughty  ftubbornefs  of  man,  he  has  given  to  women 
beauty,  and  to  that  beauty  has  added  an  inexprefft- 
ble  foftnefs  and  perfuafive  force  both  of  words  and 
anions,  which  but  few  of  the  fex  themfelves  know 
the  extent  of,  and  which  Hill  fewer  of  ours  have 
the  power  of  refilling.  Thus,  an  infmuating  wordj, 
a  kind  look,  or  even  a  fmile,  often  conquered  Alex- 
ander, fubdued  Ccrfar,  and  decided  the  fate  of  em- 
pires and  of  kingdoms;  thus  the  intercefhon  of  the 
mother  of  Coriolanus  faved  the  city  of  Rome  from 
impending  deftruction,  and  in  one  hour  brought 
about  a  happy  event,  which  the  fenate  and  people 
had  defpaircd  of  ever  feeing  accomplished.  This 
power  of  the  women,  in  bending  the  ftronger  fex  to 
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their  will,  is  no  doubt,  greatly  augmented  when  they 
have  youth  and  beauty  on  their  fide:  but  even  with 
the  lofs  of  thefe  it  is  not  always  extinguifhed ;  of 
which  this  lafl  circumdance  is  an  indubitable  proof. 

But  this  power  of  the  women  does  not  altogether 
confift  in  miiles,  words,  and  actions :  it  often  effects 
its  purpofes  by  means  lefs  viiible,  and  impoflible  to 
be  deferibed  :  but  thefe  means  mud  condantly  have 
for  their  bafis  foftnefs  and  good  nature  ;  they  mult 
ever  be  fuch  as  throw  a  veil  over  the  pride  of  our 
fuppofed  fuperiority,  arid  make  us  believe,  that  we 
are  exerting  that  fovereign  power,  which  we  conii- 
der  as  our  right,  when  in  reality  we  are  yielding  it 
up.  The  Lcaft  appearance  of  the  contrary  alarms  our 
pride  \  and  fhe  who  difcovers  to  us  her  intention  to 
govern  by  her  power,  or  by  her  ill -temper,  produ- 
ces an  effect  upon  us  the  other  fex  is  not  diffidently 
aware  of,  by  railing  a  difguit,  which  all  our  efforts 
can  never  conquer,  befides,  for  the  mod  part,  fail- 
ing in  her  attempt.  In  fhort,  inch  a  conduct  in  a 
woman  is  the  fame  thino-  as  it  would  be  in  a  lion  to 

O 

fight  with  his  hinder  legs,  or  for  a  hare  to  face  about 
and  defy  the  teeth  of  the  purfuiog  pack  ;  it  is  neg- 
lecting to  make  ufe  of  what  nature  has  furaifhed, 
and  endeavouring  to  ufe  what  (he  thought  proper  to 
deny. 

We  could  point  out  here,  were  it  neceffary,  a 
great  variety  of  initances,  where  women  have  govern- 
ed men  by  the  influence  of  good  nature  and  iniinu- 
ating  manners ;  but  we  defy  hidory  to  furniih  one 
fingle  indance  of  this  afcendancv  having  ever  been 
obtained  over  a  man  of  (cafe,  by  brawling,  ili- 
humour,  and  a  viiible  corned  for  fuperiority.  No 
man  of  feeling  is  proof  againft  the  fofter  arts  of  a 
fenfible  woman:  fuch  arts  are  armed  with  an  irrciut- 
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ible  power.  Every  man,  almoft,  is  proof  againfl 
her  open  attacks  ;  they  are  the  attacks  of  a  bee 
without  a  fling.  The  daughter  of  Sefoftris  prevailed 
upon  him  by  the  arts  of  perfuanon,  to  undertake  the 
conqueft  of  the  world  :  AttofTa,  the  wife  of  Darius, 
by  the  fame  means,  engaged  him  to  carry  an  expe- 
dition he  had  planned  againfl  the  Scythians,  into 
Greece.  In  the  empire  of  the  Mogul,  where  wo- 
men in  general  have  but  little  influence,  Noor-Je- 
han,  a  favourite  Sultana,  prevailed  on  the  emperor 
her  hufband,  to  delegate  almofl  the  whole  of  the 
fovereign  power  into  her  hands.  But  a  much  more 
noble  inftance  of  the  exertion  of  female  influence 
occurs  in  the  queen  of  Pythius,  a  prince  of  Lydia  ; 
who,  cruel  and  avaricious  beyond  meafure,  kept 
the  greater  part  of  his  fubjecls  fo  conftantly  employ- 
ed digging  in  the  gold  mines,  that  they  had  no  time 
for  agriculture,  and  were  confeqaently  in  danger  of 
perifhing  by  famine.  OpprefTed  by  this  tyranny, 
they  took  an  opportunity  of  his  being  abroad,  and 
afTembled  in  great  numbers,  with  tears  in  their 
eyes,  to  lay  their  complaints  before  his  queen  ;  who, 
commiferatmg  their  condition,  after  much  revolving 
in  her  mind  how  to  relieve  them,  bethought  herfelf 
of  the  following  method  :  On  the  return  of  her  huf- 
band, (lie  ordered  a  magnificent  entertainment  to  be 
ferved  up  to  him  ;  but  to  his  great  furprife,  when 
he  uncovered  the  dimes,  none  of  them  contained  any 
thing  but  gold.  Senfible  at  once  of  his  mifconduct,  and 
flruck  with  the  propriety  of  the  method  his  wife  had 
made  ufe  of,  in  order  to  open  his  eyes,  that  he 
might  fee  his  folly,  and  fully  convinced  that  gold 
could  not  fatisfy  his  own  hunger.,  nor  fave  his  fub- 
jects  from  famine,  he  immediately  gave  orders  that 
in  future,  no  more  than  one-fifth  part  of  them  mould 
be  employed  in  procuring  gold  from  the  mines,  and 
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that  the  other  four  parts  fhould  betake  themfelves 
to  agriculture  and  the  ufeful  arts. 

It  would  be  eafy  to  multiply  instances,  both  anci- 
ent and  modern,  of  this  afcendency  which  women 
of  fenfe  have  gained  over  men  of  feeling  ;  but  we 
fhall  confine  ourfelves  to  a  few.  Among  the(s,  the 
cmprefs  Livia  may  juftly  claim  the  firfl:  notice;  having 
attained  fuch  an  influence  over  her  hufband  Augus- 
tus, that  there  was  hardly  any  thing  he  could  refufe 
her.  Many  of  the  married  ladies  of  Rome  being 
anxious  to  know  the  means  that  fhe  had  ufed  to  attain 
this  end,  one  of  them  at  lad  venturing-  to  aik  her, 
(lie  replied,  cc  By  being  obedient  to  all  his  com- 
mands ;  by  not  endeavouring  to  difcover  his  fecrets; 
and  by  concealing  my  knowledge  of  his  amours." 
Henry  the  Fourth  of  France,  one  of  the  greateil  and 
moll  amiable  of  princes,  affords  a  moil  remarkable 
inftance  of  the  power  women  may,  by  gentle  me- 
thods, acquire  over  the  men.  Tender  and  compaf- 
iionate  in  his  nature,  he  could  hardly  refufe  any 
thing  to  foftnefs,  intreaties,  and  tears  :  fenfible  at 
the  fame  time,  and  jealous  of  his  honour  and  power, 
there  was  hardly  any  thing  he  would  grant,  when 
attempted  to  be  forced  from  him  by  different  me- 
thods. Hence  he  was  conftantly  governed  by  his 
midreffes,  and  at  variance  with  his  wives.  The 
Saiique  law  ordains,  that  the  crown  of  France  fhall 
never  fall  to  the  diftaff :  but  the  French  women  have 
ampiy  revenged  themfelves  for  this  affront ;  by  con- 
triving to  govern  almoil  every  monarch,  they  have 
conftantly  governed  that  great  kingdom,  from  the 
apparent  management  of  which  the  law  had  fo  po- 
iitiveiy  excluded  them. 

From  fcripture,  and  from  education,  almoil:  every 
man  has  imbibed  an  idea  of  the  fuperiority   of  his 

X  x 
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own  fex  ;  he  is  therefore  zealous  to  maintain  that 
fuperiority,  and  jealous  of  every  attack  made  upon 
it ;  but  he  is  at  the  fame  time  endowed  with  a  fen- 
timental  tendernefs  for  the  other  fex,  and  a  ftrong 
inclination  to  promote  their  happinefs ;  which  with 
regard  to  them,  may  be  called  his  weak  fide,  and 
which  women  of  fenfe  eafily  difcover,  and  as  eafily 
take  the  advantage  of.  This  being  the  Hate  of 
things  between  the  two  fexes,  nothing  feems  more 
plain,  than  that  though  men  govern  by  law,  women 
may  almofl  always  govern  by  the  arts  of  gentlenefs 
and  foft  perfuafion.  "  The  empire  of  woman  (fays 
a  French  author)  is  an  empire  of  fweetnefs,  addrefs, 
and  complaifance  ;  her  commands  are  careffes ;  her 
menaces  are  tears :"  and  we  may  add,  that  the 
power  of  fuch  commands  and  of  fuch  menaces  is  like 
that  of  faith,  which  can  remove  mountains :  it  is  a 
power  which  has  nature  on  its  fide  ;  the  principle 
by  her  implanted  within  us,  pleads  in  favour  of  the 
fex,  and  more  than  half  performs  the  talk  of  making 
us  obey  all  the  commands  they  lay  upon  us,  when 
they  are  laid  with  gentlenefs  of  manners,  and  an  in- 
fmuating  behaviour.  But  though  men  of  feniibility 
and  good  nature  may  infallibly  be  governed  by  foft- 
nefs  and  addrefs,  there  are  others  call  in  a  rougher 
mould,  whofe  hearts  are  ftrangers  to  the  finer  fenfa- 
tions,  and  whofe  ftubborn  feelings  bend  not  even  to 
prayers  and  intreaties.  Women  joined  to  fuch,  may 
fit  down  in  filence,  and  deplore  their  misfortune  ;  a 
misfortune  which  is  beyond  their  power  to  remedy  ; 
for  we.  have  but  too  good  reafon  to  affirm,  that  the 
temper,  upon  which  gentlenefs  and  good-nature  are 
loft,  can  never  be  mended  by  ill-nature.  Men  of 
fenfe  will  often,  for  the  fake  of  peace,  fubmit  to 
be  ill-treated  by  a  woman  ;  men  deftitute  of  fenfe,, 
will  retort  that  treatment  with  double  violence. 
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Chap.   xv. 


Sketches  of  Ceremonies  and  Cuftoms ,  for  the  moft  pari 
obferved  only  by  Women. 


A 


S  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  a  nation, 
befides  being  the  moft  entertaining  part  of  its  hif- 
tory, ferve  alfo  to  characterife  and  dift'nguifh  it 
from  all  others,  by  pointing  out  the  various  purfuits 
to  which  the  genius  of  its  people  are  directed  ;  the 
whims  and  caprices  which  climate,  chance,  or  ne- 
ceility  has  introduced  5  the  force  that  the  intellectual 
powers  have  exerted,  in  contriving  or  adopting  cere- 
monies and  cuiloms  agreeable  to  reafon  ;  in  refitting 
fuperftition,  and  discarding  whatever  is  ridiculous 
in  manners,  unbecoming  in  religion,  or  tyrannical 
in  government ;  fo  the  cuftoms  more  peculiar  to 
women,  were  we  enabled  by  hiftory  to  give  a  par- 
ticular detail  of  them,  on  comparing  them  with  thofe 
of  the  men,  would  greatly  aftift  us  in  forming  a 
judgment  of  the  comparative  merit  of  the  two  fexes, 
in  discovering  the  folid  and  the  flimfy  of  each,  and 
pointing  out  which  is  moft  directed,  in  its  various 
purfuits  and  pleafures,  by  reafon  ;  and  which  moft 
follows  the  dictates  of  cuftom,  or  the  fuggePcions  of 
fancy. 

But,  unhappily,  of  all  other  parts  of  the  female 
hiftory,  that  of  their  manners  and  cuftoms  is  invol- 
ved in  the  greateft  obfcurity  :  almoft  all  the  writers 
of  antiquity  have  either  palfed  over  them  in  filence, 
or  blended  them  fo  intimately  with  the  ceremonies 
and  cuftoms  of  the  men,  that  we  are  often  at  a  lofs 
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to  difcover,  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  what  is 
peculiar  to  each.  Nor  is  the  fubjecl:  better  elucida- 
ted by  the  moderns,  who,  in  their  voyages  and 
travels,  for  the  moil  past,  only  inform  us  of  the 
drefs,  complexion,  and  behaviour  of  the  women  in 
the  countries  they  have  vifited ;  which,  indeed,  is 
commonly  all  that  is  in  their  power  ;  for  their  igno- 
rance of  the  language  of  the  people  they  are  defcrib- 
ing,  precludes  them  from  every  fpecies  of  informa- 
tion, but  what  they  receive  by  their  eyes.  Thejea- 
loufy  of  the  men,  in  many  places,  hinders  them  from 
all  accefs  to  the  women  ;  and  the  fliort  flay  made  by 
a  traveller  affords  not  the  neceffary  time  for  infor* 
mation.  Hence,  among  the  prefent  inhabitants  of 
the  fflobe,  we  have  but  imperfect  iketches  of  what 
is  peculiar  to  the  one  fex,  and  what  to  the  other. 

It  has  been  obferved  by  all  who  have  attentively 
confidered  human  nature,  that  fafliion  and  cuftom 
are  powers  which  exercife  the  mod  extenfive  autho- 
rity over  weak  and  little  minds,  either  becaufe  fuch 
are  not  properly  qualified  to  examine  the  caufes  from 
which  they  arife,  nor  the  effects  of  which  they  are 
productive  ;  or  becaufe,  after  having  examined  and 
found  them  ridiculous,  they  have  not  fortitude 
enough  to  prefer  Angularity  to  cuftom,  though  the 
former  be  founded  on  reafon,  and  the  latter  on  folly 
or  caprice  :  and  as  women  in  all  ages  have  been  fup- 
pofed  to  be  more  the  flaves  of  fafliion,  ceremony, 
and  cuftom,  than  the  men,  this  flavery  has  con- 
flan  tly  been  made  ufe  of  to  prove  weaknefs  and  infe- 
riority of  their  underftandings.  We  allow,  indeed, 
that  if  the  fact  were  eftablifhed,  the  proof  would  be 
undeniable  :  but  we  think  it  is  far  from  being  efta- 
blifhed ;  for  we  challenge  any  man  of  fenfe  and  im- 
partiality, to  look  around  him  into  the  fafhions  of 
Europe,  and  to  fay  whether  thofe  of  our  fex  are  not 


OF  WOMEN.  349 

as  whimfical  and  ridiculous  as  thofe  of  die  other,  and 
whether  our  whole  deportment  does  not  declare,  that 
we  are  as  inviolably  attached  to  them. 

As  the  fubjeft  of  female  ceremonies  and  cufloms 
is  of  the  mofl  delicate  nature,  and  requires  to  be 
touched  by  the  fofteil  pencil,  it  may  on  that  account 
have  been  the  more  generally  palled  over  in  filence: 
and  on  that  account,  alfo,  we  find  ourfelves  obliged 
to  run  over  it  more  (lightly  than  is  confident  with 
the  nature  of  hiflorical  information.  But  we  lay  it 
down  as  a  rule,  that  we  would  rather  flop  fomething 
fhort  of  the  information  we  could  give,  than  offend 
the  moil  delicate  ear.  As  the  fubject  of  ceremonies 
and  cufloms  is  fo  intimately  connected  with  feveral  of 
thofe  of  which  we  have  already  treated,  and  (hall 
hereafter  have  occafion  to  treat  in  the  courfe  of  this 
work,  we  fhall  here  only  mention  a  few  of  thofe 
which  appear  the  mofl  remarkable,  and  which  are 
either  altogether,  or  for  the  moil  part,  praclifed 
only  by  women. 

One  of  the  earliefl  ceremonies  peculiar  to  the  fex 
which  we  meet  with  in  hiflory,  is  the  bewailing  of 
virginity.  This  was  praclifed  among  the  Israelites, 
Phoenicians,  and  feveral  of  the  neighbouring  nations, 
by  all  women  who  were  obliged  to  relinquifli  life 
before  they  had  entered  into  the  flare  of  wedlock; 
or  who,  by  any  particular  vow  being  devoted  to  per- 
petual celibacy,  were,  in  confequence  of  that  vow, 
cut  off  from  all  hopes  of  enjoying  the  fweets  of  love, 
or  of  railing  up  pofterity.  Thefe  lafl  not  only  con- 
tinued through  life,  at  flared  times,  to  deplore  the 
unhappinefs  of  their  own  fate,  but,  on  feme  occa- 
fions,  affembled  their  female  friends  and  relations, 
to  afTifl  them  in  performing  the  mournful  ceremony. 
It  is  fuppofed,  that  the  reafon  why  the  Ifraelitifh  virgins 
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bewailed  their  virginity,  was,  becaufe  every  woman 
flattered  herfelf  with  the  hope  of  being  mother  to 
the  Meillah  that  was  to  come :  but  among  the  neigh- 
bouring nations,  the  cuflom  mult  have  originated 
from  other  caufes ;  but  what  thefe  were,  it  is  impof- 
fible  for  us  now  to  difcover:  we  can  only  conjecture 
that  as  a  numerous  pofterity  was  reckoned,  among 
the  ancients,  one  of  the  greateil  bleffings,  and  a  par- 
ticular mark  of  the  divine  favour,  that  (he  who  was 
excluded  from  a  poflibility  of  this  bleffing,  and  o£ 
this  dillinguifhing  favour,  might  on  thefe  accounts 
fuppofe  herfelf  peculiarly  wretched. 

Befides  this  ceremony  of  bewailing  virginity, 
there  is  another,  perhaps  not  lefs  ancient,  which 
was  likewife  pracliied  by  the  women  of  Ifrael,  of 
Phoenicia,  and  alfo  by  thofe  of  Greece  and  of  fome 
other  nations:  this  was  the  annual  lamentation  for 
the  death  of  Adonis,  or,  as  the  fcripture  calls  him, 
Thammuz,  performed  by  the  Phoenician  women, 
on  the  banks  of  the  river  Adonis,  and  by  thofe  of 
other  nations,  in  their  cities  and  houfes:  but  before 
we  proceed  to  defcribe  this  ceremony,  we  think  it 
neceifary  to  give  fome  account  of  its  origin. 

Adonis,  according  to  fome  of  the  ancients,  was  a 
mod  beautiful  boy  ;  Venus  on  this  account  admired 
him  fo  much  from  his  earlieft  infancy,  that  fhe  wifh- 
ed  to  have  him  educated  according  to  her  own  mind, 
and  therefore  committed  the  care  of  him  to  Profer- 
pine.  When  he  was  grown  up  to  a  man,  Venus 
demanded  him  as  her  right,  but  Proferpine,  wTho 
by  this  time  had  alfo  become  fond  of  him,  refufed 
the  demand  ;  upon  which  a  violent  difpute  arofe 
between  the  two  goddelTes,  which,  after  long  alter- 
cation, was  at  lafl  referred  to  the  decifion  of  Jupi- 
ter.    On  hearing  both  parties,  Jupiter  decreed,  that 
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he  fhould  fpend  one-third  of  every  year  with  Prefer- 
pine,  another  with  Venus,  and  during  the  remain- 
ing third,  fhould  difpofe  of  himfelf  according  to  his 
own  inclination.  Adonis,  having  fpent  his  portion 
of  his  year  with  Proferpine,  went  to  Venus,  and 
being  greatly  captivated  with  her  charms,  (lie  had 
the  addrefs  to  detain  him  the  whole  remaining  part 
of  it ;  upon  which  Diana,  who  was  alio  defperately 
in  love  with  him,  and  had  flattered  herfelf  that  he 
would  come  and  live  with  her  that  third  part  of  the 
year  in  which  he  was  a  liberty,  being  highly  affronted 
at  the  preference  he  had  given  Venus,  in  the  nrit 
tranfport  of  her  refentment,  fent  a  wild  boar  to  de- 
ftroy  him. 

According  to  others ,  Adonis  being  an  inccfiuous 
child,  begot  by  Cynarus  king  of  Cyprus  on  his  own 
daughter,  was  on  that  account  expofed  on  the  moun- 
tains, and  nourished  by  the  nymphs,  where  Venus 
accidentally  feeing  him,  fell  (o  much  in  love  with 
him,  that  Mars,  jealous  of  the  growing  connection, 
transformed  himfelf  into  a  wild  boar  and  flew  him. 
Others  again  fay,  that  while  he  was  hunting  in  the 
Idalian  grove,  a  boar  which  he  was  purfuing,  tur- 
ned upon  him,  and  tore  him  to  pieces;  that  Venus, 
commiferating  his  fate,  transformed  him  into  a  flower 
of  a  bloody  colour,  and  called  it  by  his  name;  or 
that  being  unfpeakably  grieved  for  the  lofs  of  her 
paramour,  and  refolving  that  fhe  would  not  tamely 
relinquish  her  hopes,  me  followed  him  to  the  mades 
below,  and,  demanding  him  of  Proferpine,  at  length 
fo  far  fucceeded,  as  to  paevail  on  her  infernal  ma- 
jefty  to  allow  him  tc  return  and  fpend  one  half  of 
every  year  with  her  upon  earth;  which  having 
accompiifhed,  fhe  joyfully  afcended  from  the  mades 
and  relating  her  fuccefs  to  her  companions,  infiituted 
a  feftival  in  memory  of  having  brought  back  from 
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the    regions    of  the  dead,    the    Twain   whom   flic 
adored. 

Such  are  the  (lories  related  of  Adonis,  and  fuch 
is  faid  to  have  been  the  inftitution  of  the  ceremo- 
nies with  which  he  was  honoured.  But  though 
the  occafion  of  this  inftitution,  as  well  as  every 
other  thing  that  has  been  handed  down  to  us  con- 
cerning him,  bears  the  mod  indubitable  marks  of 
fable ;  yet  that  there  was  fuch  a  perfon  as  Adonis, 
and  that  ceremonies  were  performed  by  the  women 
of  feveral  nations,  to  commemorate  -his  untimely 
death,  and  extraordinary  reftitution  to  life,  the  fa- 
cred  and  profane  hiflory  of  antiquity  have  equally 
contributed  to  confirm. 

The  Phoenician  women  performed  the  ceremonies 
facred  to  Adonis  in  the  following  manner.  Through 
their  country  runs  the  river  of  Adonis,  the  channel 
of  which  is,  for  many  miles  towrards  its  fource,  a 
kind  of  red  earth  ;  this  earth  tinges  its  waters  of  a 
bloody  colour,  as  often  as  it  is  wafhed  down  from 
its  banks  and  the  adjacent  country  by  the  rain. 
Superftition,  inftead  of  attributing  this  to  the  natu- 
ral caufe,  fuppofed  that  the  waters  were  at  thofe 
times  tinged  with  the  blood  of  Adonis,  or  rather 
that  they  put  on  that  bloody  appearance,  to  exprefs 
their  forrow  for  the  tragical  exit  he  made  upon 
their  banks.  This  appearance  was  therefore  reck- 
oned a  fignal  by  the  gods,  appointing  the  proper 
time  for  the  celebration  of  the  rites  inftituted  to 
call  to  remembrance  that  exit.  Accordingly  the 
women,  at  this  fignal,  aflembled  on  the  banks  of 
the  river,  and  began  their  lamentations,  which 
were  of  the  loudeft  and  moft  lugubrious  nature,  and 
fuch  as  they  commonly  uttered  upon  the  lofs  of  their 
moft  near  and  dear  relations.     The  lamentations, 
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ended,  they  difeiplined  them(elves  with  whips,  then 
offered  a  ticrifice,  and  on  the  day  following,  pre- 
tending mat  Adonis  was  revived,  and  had  afcended 
through  the  air  to  the  upper  regions,  they  fhouted 
for  joy,  ihavcd  their  heads,  and  obliged  all  who 
would  not  comply  with  this  cuftom  to  proftitute 
themfelves  in  the  temple  of  Venus,  as  a  recom- 
pence  to  that  goddefs,  for  having  neglected  a  part 
of  the  ceremony  facred  to  the  memory  of  her  belo- 
ved paramour. 

The  women  of  Byblus  alfo  performed  the  firft 
part  of  this  ceremony  with  mourning  and  lamenta- 
tion, during  which  the  priells  of  Ofiris  in  Egypt 
wrote  to  them  that  they  had  found  the  god  whom 
they  were  feeking,  fent  the  letter  in  a  fmall  ark 
made  of  papyrus,  which  is  faid  to  have  gone  by  fea 
of  its  own  accord,  and  performed  its  voyage  in 
feven  days.  As  foon  as  it  arrived  in  the  port,  the 
women  who  were  met  together  to  mourn  and  to 
lament,  changed  the  fcene  to  dancing,  feailing,  and 
rejoicing,  becaufe  he  was  found  alive  whom  they 
had  mourned  as  being  dead. 

The  Ifraelitiih  women  alfo  celebrated  thefe  rites  ; 
for  Ezckiei  tells  us,  that  on  being  brought  to  the 
door  of  the  Lord's  houfe,  he  faw  their  women 
weeping  for  Thamrauz.  They  are  fuppofcd  to  have 
oblerved  them  in  the  following  manner.  They  laid 
an  image  of  Adonis  on  a  bed,  and  having  fc+r  fome 
time  lamented  over  it,  a  light  was  brought  in  by 
the  prieir.,  who  anointed  the  mouths  of  the  mour- 
ners, and  whifperei  to  them  that  falvation  was. 
come,  that  deliverance  was  brought  to  par*  5  upon 
which  the  image  was  taken  as  from  a  iepulchre? 
and   they  rejoiced  at   its  reflitution  t@  Hie.,  wkh  $ 

Y  - 


354  THE  HISTORY 

joy  no  lefs  extravagant  than  their  forrow  had  been 
on  account  of  its  death. 

Thefe  myfteries  were  alfo  celebrated  by  the 
Greeks,  in  the  following  manner  :  All  their  cities 
put  themfelves  into  mourning.,  coffins  were  expofed 
at  every  door,  the  ftatues  of  Venus  and  Adonis  were 
carried  in  proceffion,  with  all  the  pomp  and  cere- 
mony pra&ifed  at  funerals,  the  women  tore  their 
hair,  beat  their  breads,  and  counterfeited  all  the 
actions  and  geflures  ufual  in  lamenting  the  dead. 
Along  with  the  procefiion  were  carried  (hells  filled 
with  earth,  in  which  were  raifed  feveral  forts  of  herbs, 
efpecially  lettuces,  in  memory  of  Adonis  being  laid 
out  by  Venus  upon  a  bed  of  lettuces.  After  this  a 
facrifice  was  offered,  and  the  following  day  fpent  in 
exprelTmg  their  joy,  that  Proferpine,  at  the  folicita- 
tion  of  Venus,  had  confented  to  allow  Adonis  to 
return  from  the  ihades  to  the  regions  above. 

Ceremonies  and  cuftoms,  even  though  they  arc 
of  a  religious  nature,  like  all  other  things,  are 
frequently  obliterated  by  devouring  time ;  fuch, 
however,  is  not  the  fate  of  that  we  have  been  now 
defcribing.  It  is  laid  that  it  ftill  exifts  in  fome  places 
of  the  Levant,  with  little  variation  from  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  practiied  by  the  ancient  Greeks. 

Deities,  whether  they  were  fuppofed  to  be  of  the 
mafculine  or  feminine  gender,  were  generally  wor- 
fhipped  indifcriminately  by  both  fexes  ;  but. to  this 
rule  there  were  fome  few  exceptions.  Among  the 
Syrians  there  was  a  female  deity  called  the  great  Sy- 
rian goddefs,  who  feems  chieily  to  have  been  wor- 
fhipped  by  priefts,  who  had  emafculated  themfelves,, 
to  render  them  fit  for  her  fervice,  and  by  frantic  wo- 
men.  In  fpite  of  every  pretenfion  to  the  contrary  3 
we  mull  all  be  fometimes  fenfible  of  a  natural  parti- 
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ality  to  that  fex  to  which  we  belong,  and  feel  our- 
felves  prone  to  excufe  its  faults  and  pity  its  infirmities 
as  incidents  to  which  we  ourielves  ate  more  liable. 
Among  people,  therefore,  who  fuppofe  that  their 
deities  like  themfelves,  are  of  different  fexes,  it  will 
be  impoiiible  not  to  iuppofe  them  alio  fufceptible  of 
the  different  propeniities  and  feelings  of  thofe  (exes  ; 
hence  nothing  could  be  more  natural  than  for  women 
to  addrefs  ihemfelves  to,  and  imagine  they  would  be 
more  readily  heard  by,  a  female  deity  than  a  male; 
and  hence  arofe  among  that  fex,  the  peculiai  worihip 
and  adoration  they  paid  to  fome  of  the  god  defies. 
Juno,  otherwife  called  Lucina,  who  had  herfelf  felt 
the  uains  of  child-bearing,  and  was  on  that  account 
fuppofed  to  be  more  fufceptible  of  feeling  for  thofe 
in  a  like  condition,  was  confticuted  the  patronefs  of 
lying-in  women,  and  by  them  conftantly  invoked  to 
procure  a  fafe  and  eafy  delivery.  Vefta,  becaufe  (lie 
had  always  retained  her  virginity,  was  on  that  account 
fuppofed  to  be  a  proper  patronefs  for  chaftity,  and 
therefore  vvorfhipped.  in  a  temple  at  Rome,  and  in 
fome  other  countries  by  virgins  only.  But  of  all  the 
kinds  of  adoration  paid  by  women  to  a  female  deity 
that  of  the  Roman  ladies  to  the  ?ood  o-oddefs,  feems 
the  mod  unaccountable  and  extraordinary,  as  it 
originated,  fo  far  as  we  know,  from  no  particular 
caufe,  and  tended  to  no  particular  purpofe,  as  it  \ 
conducted  with  the  utmoft  fecrecy,  and  fcrupuloufly 
concealed  from  the  eyes  of  every  thing  of  the  mafcu- 
line  gender. 

As  early  as  the  birth  of  the  Roman  republic,  it 
had  been  cuftomary  for  the  women  at  the  expiration 
of  every  confular  year,  to  celebrate,  in  the  houfe 
of  the  conful  or  prcetor,  certain  religious  rites  and 
ceremonies  in  honour  of  the  good  gockkfs;  but 
what  theie  ceremonies  were,  or  how  conducted,  we. 
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can  give  no  -account,  as  no  man  was  ever  allowed  to 
be  prefent  at  them,  and  no  man  was  ever  made 
acquainted  with  their  nature  and  tendency.  All  we 
can  fay  is,  that  when  the  time  appointed  for  cele- 
brating thefe  rites  came,  the  Veital  virgins  repaired 
to  the  houfe  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  and  offered 
facrinces  to  the  good  goddefs;  but  the  facrifices 
offered,  and  the  manner  of  offering  them,  were 
fecrets  which  to  this  day  remain  impenetrable,  and 
ftrongiy  contradict  the  common  opinion,  that  no 
fecret  is  fafe  in  the  bread  of  a  v/oman. 

Our  own  times  furnifh  us  with  an  inftance  of  a 
ceremony  from  which  ail  women  are  carefully  exclu- 
ded; *  but  the  Roman  ladies,  in  performing  the 
rites  facred  to  the  good  goddefs,  were  even  more 
afraid  of  the  men  than  our  mafons  are  of  women ; 
for  we  are  told  by  fome  authors,  that  fo  cautious  were 
they  of  concealment,  that  even  the  flames  and  pic- 
tures of  men  and  other  male  animals  were  hoodwin- 
ked with  a  thick  veil.  The  houfe  of  the  conful, 
though  commonly  fo  large  that  they  might  have  been 
perfectly  fecured  againfl  all  intrufion  in  fome  remote 
apartment  of  it,  was  obliged  to  be  evacuated  by  all 
male  animals,  and  even  the  conful  himfelf  was  not 
fuffered  to  remain  in  it.  Before  they  began  their 
ceremonies,  every  coiner  and  lurking-place  in  the 
houfe  was  carefully  fearched,  and  no  caution  omitted 
to  prevent  all  portability  of  being  difcovered  by  im- 
pertinent curiofity,  or  diflurbed  by  prefumptive  in- 
trufion. But  thefe  cautions  were  not  all  the  guard 
that  was  placed  around  them  ;  the  laws  of  the  Ro- 
mans made  it  death  for  any  man  to  be  prefent  at  the 
folemnity. 

Such  being  the  precautions,  and  fuch  the  penal* 
.tks  for  injuring  the  fecrecy  of  this  ceremony,  it  was 

*  Mafonry. 


OF  WOMEN.  357 

ionly  once  attempted  to  be  violated,  though  it  exifled 
from  the  foundation  of  the  Roman  empire  tili  the 
introduction  of  Chrifiianity;  and  this  attempt  was 
made,  not  fo  much  perhaps  with  a  view  to  be 
prefent  at  the  ceremony,  as  to  fulfil  an  aflig nation 
with  a  miftrefs.  Pompeia,  the  wife  of  G&fiar9 
having  been  fufpedlcd  of  a  criminal  correfpondence 
with  Claudius,  and  fo  clofely  watched  that  (he  could 
find  no  opportunity  of  gratifying  her  pailion,  at  laif, 
by  the  means  of  a  female  fiave,  fettled  an  aflignation 
with  him  at  the  celebration  of  the  rites  of  the  o-ood 

o 

goddefs.  Claudius  was  directed  to  come  in  the 
habit  of  a  finging-girl,  a  character  he  could  eafily 
perfonate,  being  young  and  of  a  fair  complexion. 
As  foon  as  the  Have  law  him  enter,  {lie  ran  to  inform 
her  miftrefs.  The  miftrefs  eager  to  meet  her  lover, 
immediately  left  the  company,  and  threw  kerfelf  into 
his  arms,  but  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  by  Lim  to 
return  fo  foon  as  he  thought  neceilary  for  their  mu- 
tual fafety;  upon  which  he  left  her,  and  began  to 
take  a  walk  through  the  rooms,  always  avoiding  the 
light  as  much  as  poflible.  White  he  was  thus  walk- 
ing by  himfelf,  a  maid-fervant  accofted  him,  and 
defired  him  to  fmg;  betook  no  notice  of  her,  but 
flie  followed  and  urged  him  fo  clofely,  that  at  iaft 
he  was  obliged  to  ipeak.  His  voice  betrayed  his 
fex;  the  maid-fervant  ihrieked,  and  running  into  the 
room  where  the  rites  were  performing,  told  that  a  man 
was  in  the  houfe.  The  women,  in  the  uimoit  con- 
fternation,  threw  a  veil  over  the  myfteries,  ordered 
the  doors  to  be  fecured,  and  with  iigrrts  in  their 
hands,  ran  abont  the  houfe  iearchin^for  the  facrlle- 
gious  intruder.  They  found  him  in  the  arartment 
of  the  Have  who  had  admitted  him,  drove  him  out 
with  ignominy,  and,  though  it  was  the  middle  of 
the  night,  immediately  difperfed,  to  give  an  account 
to  their  hufbands  cf  what  had  happened.     Claudius 
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was  foon  after  accufed  of  having  profaned  the  holy 
rites ;  but  the  populace  declaring  in  his  favour,  the 
judges,  fearing  an  infurreclion,  were  obliged  to 
acquit  him. 

In  a  country  where  the  women  were  lefs  regarded 
than  at  Rome,  and  where  lefs  confidence  was  repof- 
ed  in  their  probity  and  honour,  the  men  would  pro- 
bably have  fuppoied,  that  ceremonies  fo  carefully 
concealed  from  their  knowledge,  were  either  inimi- 
cal  to  virtue,  or  to  the  (late.  But  that  no  fuch  fuf- 
picions  were  entertained  by  the  Romans,  we  learn 
from  Cicero,  who  fpeaking  of  thefe  myfteries,  fays. 
What  facrifice  is  there  fo  ancient,  as  that  which  has 
been  handed  down  to  us  from  our  firft  kings,  and 
is  coeval  with  Rome  herfelf  ?  What  facrifice  is  there 
fo  private  and  fecret,  as  that  which  is  concealed, 
not  only  from  the  eye  of  the  curious  and  inquifitive, 
but  from  the  fight  of  all  men,  and  where  neither 
the  mod  profligate  wickednefs  nor  impudence  ever 
yet  prefumed  to  enter  ?  This  facrifice  no  man  ex- 
cept Claudius  was  ever  fo  impious  as  to  violate ; 
no  man  but  Claudius  ever  thought,  without  the 
utmoft  horror,  of  aflifling  at  it.  This  facrifice, 
which  is  performed  by  the  Veftal  virgins,  which 
is  performed  for  the  profperity  of  the  Roman  peo- 
ple, which  is  performed  in  the  houfe  of  the  chief 
magiflrate,  celebrated  with  unknown  ceremonies, 
and  in  honour  of  a  goddefs,  whofe  very  name  to 
know  is  facrilege ;  this  facrifice  Claudius  pro- 
phaned." 

In  fubfequent  periods,  it  has  been  alleged  by 
iome,  that  whatever  opinion  the  Romans  themfelves 
entertained  of  the  rites  and  ceremonies  performed  in 
honour  of  this  good  goddefs,  they  inufl  have  been 
at  lead  of  an  indelicate  nature  ;  elfe  why  all  this  care 
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and  folicitude  of  the  women  to  conceal  them  from  the 
men  ?  But  we  think  it  is  more  natural,  as  well  as 
charitable,  to  fuppofe,  that  as  the  Romans  had  a 
deity  to  prefide  almoft  over  every  particular  circum- 
flance  and  a<ftion,  this  good  goddefs  mull  either  have 
been  confidered  as  the  patronefs  of  the  fex  in  general, 
or  the  particular  patronefs  of  fome  of  their  affairs 
and  concerns ;  and  that  on  this  account  the  women 
imagined  nothing  could  be  fo  acceptable  to  her,  as 
rites  and  ceremonies  performed  only  by  that  fex, 
and  for  the  profperity  of  thofe  affairs  which  fhe 
patronifed. 

This  being  probably  the  cafe,  we  have  the  ftrong- 
eft  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  the  worihip  of  this  god- 
defs was  not  in  the  leaft  inconfiflent  with  decency  of 
manners,  or  modefly  of  character.  But  this  was 
not  the  cafe  every  where  ;  in  other  countries,  there 
were  rites  performed  by  the  women  incompatible 
with  either  ;  fuch  were  thofe  of  the  women  in  the 
temple  of  Venus,  thofe  of  the  priefts  and  priefteffes 
of  Cybele.  Such  were  the  mad  and  licentious  revel- 
ries in  honour  of  Bacchus  :  fuch  are  the  frantic  p-ef- 
ticulations  and  bowlings  of  the  women  of  California, 
while  facrificing  to  their  idols  ;  and  fuch  alfo  are  the 
dances  of  the  women  of  modern  Egypt,  and  of  fome 
other  places  which  we  have  already  defcribed. 

In  the  religion  of  the  modern  jews,  there  are  fome 
ceremonies  peculiar  to  their  women,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  their  fabbath,  which  is  on  the  Friday 
evening  at  half  an  hour  before  the  fun  lets.  Every 
confcientious  Jew  mud  have  a  lamp  lighted  in  his 
houfe,  even  though  he  mould  borrow  the  oil  of  his 
neighbour.  The  lighting  of  thefe  lamps  is  a  kind 
of  religious  rite,  invariably  afTigned  to  the  women, 
in  order  to  recal  to  their  memory  the  crime  by  which 
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their  original  mother  firft  extinguimed  the  lamp  of 
rightecuihefs,  and  to  teach  them,  that  they  ought 
to  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  attone  for  that 
crime,  by  rekindling  it.  Inftead  of  the  fcape-goat, 
which  this  people  formerly  loaded  with  their  fins, 
and  fent  into  the  wildernefs,  they  now  fubflitute  a 
fowl.  Every  father  of  a  family  takes  a  white  cock, 
and  the  mother  of  the  family  a  white  hen,  which 
me  ftrikes  upon  the  head,  repeating  at  every  ftroke, 
c  Let  this  hen  atone  for  my  fins;  (he  mall  die,  but 
c  I  mall  live.'  This  done,  (lie  twifts  her  neck,  and 
cuts  her  throat,  to  fignify,  that  without  fhedding  of 
blood  there  is  no  remiilion  of  fin.  If  a  woman, 
however,  happens  to  be  pregnant  at  the  time  of  this 
ceremony,  as  (he  cannot  afcertain  whether  the 
infant  is  a  male  or  a  female,  that  its  fins,  of  what- 
ever gender  it  be,  may  not  be  unexpiated,  file  takes 
both  a  hen  and  a  cock,  that  (he  may  be  allured  of 
having  performed  the  ceremony  as  required  by  their 
law. 

In  the  religions  of  the  prefent  times,  and  particu- 
larly that  of  chriftianity,  which  teaches  us,  that  the 
Supreme  Being  is  the  common  and  impartial  father 
and  governor  of  both  fexes,  there  are  but  few  cere- 
monies peculiar  either  to  the  men  or  to  the  women ; 
we  fhall  therefore  only  take  notice  of  one  more, 
which  is  pra&ifed  by  the  women  of  Chinefe  Tartary, 
aihfted  by  their  Bonzes,  or  prielts,  who  turn  the 
credulity  of  their  fex  to  their  own  emolument.  In 
many  places  of  this  country,  there  are .  affemblies  of 
women,  who,  to  the  number  of  ten  or  fifteen,  meet 
together  at  Mated  times,  and  out  of  this  number  an- 
nually elecl  a  directrefs  of  their  fociety.  An  aged 
Bonze  prefides  at  the  meeting,  and  fmgs  anthems  in 
praife  of  the  God  Fo,  On  their  more  folemn  days, 
they  adorn  the  houfe  where  they  meet  with  many 
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images  and  grotefque  paintings,  reprefenting  the 
miferies  and  torments  of  the  damned.  Thefe  meet- 
ings continue  for  feven  days,  during  which  they  em- 
ploy themfelves  in  laying  up  treafure  for  the  world 
to  come  :  this  confifts  in  a  little  paper  houfe,  which 
having  painted  and  gilded,  they  fill  with  a  great 
number  of  paper  boxes,  varnifhed  and  painted  ;  in 
thefe  they  depofit  pieces  of  paper  formed  into  the 
ihape  of  ingots,  and  done  over  with  gold  or  filver 
leaf ;  of  which  fever al  hundreds  are  fuppofed  necef- 
fary  to  redeem  the  foul  from  the  cruelties  and  tor- 
tures which  Gen-vang,  the  king  of  hell,  inflicts  on 
thofe  who  have  nothing  to  bribe  him  into  lenity. 
The  reft,  as  well  as  the  houfe  which  contains  them, 
are  defigned  to  procure  the  foul  a  comfortable  lodg- 
ing, with  fuch  victuals  and  drink  as  are  necefTary  in 
the  other  world. 

Every  thing  thus  prepared,  to  the  doors  of  thefe 
paper  houfes,  the  women  fallen  paper  padlocks,  and 
lock  them  with  paper  keys ;  and  when  the  lady  who 
was  at  the  expence  of  building  that  deftined  for  her- 
felf  dies,  the  furvivors  meet,  and  with  great  folem- 
nity  burn  the  whole  ;  imagining  in  the  next  world 
fhe  fhall  find,  that  from  its  allies  her  houfe  has  arifen 
with  every  thing  in  it  for  her  ufe  ;  only  the  paper 
.ingots,  inftead  of  remaining  what  they  were,  turned 
into  gold  or  filver,  according  to  the  metal  with 
which  they  were  gilded. 

Wherever  politenefs  has  (lamped  a  real  value  up- 
on beauty  of  features  and  elegance  of  perfon,  there 
is  hardly  any  circumilance  powerful  enough  to  in- 
duce the  fair  fex  to  injure,  or  even  for  a  time  to 
fubmit  to  have  the  luflre  of  either  the  one  or  the 
other  eclipfed:  but  whe^e  thefe  natural  advantages 
fcarcely  entitle  the  poffefTor  to  any  fuperior  atten- 

Z  z 


$6t  THE  HISTORY 

tion  or  regard,  they  are  of  confequence  cultivated 
with  lefs  aiTiduity,  and  preferred  with  lefs  folicitude. 
Women,  in  the  politer  countries  of  Europe,  even 
when  obliged  to  drefs  themfeives  in  the  weeds 
of  forrow  and  affliction,  never  lofe  fight  of  the  idea 
of  appearing  lovely,  and  ufually  contrive  matters  fo 
as  that  even  their  weeds  may  add  fomething  to  their 
charms,  by  giving  them  a  languishing  and  melan- 
choly air  ;  circumfiances  which  often  render  beauty 
more  irrefiftible,  than  when  it  is  arrayed  m  all  the 
tinfel  glare  of  fhow,  and  frippery  of  faihion.  The 
women  in  the  ruder  ages  of  antiquiiy,  and  thofe  of 
many  modern  nations,  into  whole  plan  of  life  ele- 
gance and  politenefs  have  not  yet  entered,  in  the 
melancholy  moments  dedicated  to  mourning,  re- 
gardlefs  of  every  thing  but  the  culTom  of  their  coun- 
try, or  rather,  perhaps,  of  the  impulfes  of  their 
heart,  not  only  eciipfe  the  prefect  luftre  of  their 
charms,  but,  by  the  wounds  and  flafhes  which  they 
make  upon  their  bodies,  cruelly  deface  them  for- 
ever. 

It  was  throughout  all  antiquity  a  prevailing  opi- 
nion, that  no  offended  deity  would  grant  forgivenefs 
without  blood  ;  hence  almoft  every  people  upon 
earth  flamed  the  altars  of  their  gods  with  the  blood 
of  human  or  of  more  ignoble  victims.  But  blood 
wras  not  only  neceiTary  to  appeafe  a  god  when  offend- 
ed, it  was  alio  the  mod  effectual  means  of  rendering 
him  propitious,  and  procuring  from  him  any  favour ; 
and  hence,  almoft  in  every  nation,  thofe  who  ap- 
proached a  deity  to  afk  any  particular  favour  of  him, 
mangled  and  tore  their  own  nefh,  as  the  furefl  me- 
thod of  obtaining  their  requeft.  Nor  was  it.  their 
deities  alone,  which  the  ancients  fuppofed  were  de- 
lighted with  blood  ;  the  ghofls,  alfo  of  their  de- 
ceafed  relations  approaching  in  their  feparate  flate. 
nearer  to  the  nature  of  theie  deities,  likewife  refem- 
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bled  them  in  this  particular.  It  is  therefore  not  im- 
probable, that  the  cuftom  of  wounding  and  tearing 
the  flefli  in  mourning,  was  firft  introduced  to  appeafe 
the  ghofts  of  deceafed  friends ;  to  fupplieate  them 
for  fome  particular  favour  ;  to  fliew  them  how  much 
they  were  loved  and  lamented  by  thole  whom  they 
had  left  behind  them  on  earth  ;  or  to  feaft  them  with 
human  blood,  upon  which  they  were  fuppofed  by 
the  Greeks  and  fome  of  the  neighbouring  nations  to 
regale  themfelves  with  a  peculiar  pJeafUre.  But  from 
whatever  caufe  this  cuftom  proceeded,  we  are  well 
afTured  that  the  women  of  Egypt,  Syria,  Phoenicia, 
Greece,  and  perhaps  of  many  other  nations .  mangled 
and  disfigured  themfelves  by  wounds,  on  the  death 
of  their  friends  and  relations. 

t  this  cuftom  was  not  peculiar  to  antiquity;  it 
has  been  handed  down  even  to  our  times.  In  Ota- 
heite,  and  in  feveral  of  the  other  iflands  around  it, 
the  women,  either  in  compliance  with  the  cuftom  of 
their  country,  or  rather,  perhaps,  when  the  idea  of 
fome  departed  friend  dole  into  their  memory,  though 
in  the  height  of  a  fit  of  jollity  and  mirth,  immedi- 
ately afTumed  the  appearance  of  the  deeped  forrow, 
WTounded  their  heads  with  the  tooth  of  a  mark,  tiil 
the  blood  ran  down  their  faces;  and  as  Toon  as  the 
ceremony  was  ended,  or  perhaps  the  idea  of  the 
departed  friend  drove  out  by  another  of  a  more  fea- 
furable  nature,  the  tranfition  from  forrow  to  joy 
was  as  inftantaneous  as  it  had  before  been  from  joy 
to  forrow. 

This  ceremony,  however,  of  our  modern  ravages, 
although  cruel  in  its  nature,  and. unavailing  in  its 
confequences,  is  only  of  a  fhort  duration,  and  gives 
but  little  interruption  to  the  more  cheerful  fciifatlons. 
But  the  mourning  of  the  Grecian  women  was 
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and,  while  it  laded,  druck  out  of  exiftence  every 
thing  that  could  he  called  joyous  or  amufing.  They 
not  only  beat  their  breads,  and  tore  their  faces  with 
their  nails,  but  alfo  diveded  themfelves  of  all  their 
gold,  and  whatever  was  rich  and  precious  in  appa- 
rel, fequedered  themfelves  from  company,  and  refu- 
fed  all  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  life,  fhun- 
ned  the  light  as  odious,  and  courted  dark  fliades  and 
melancholy  retirement ;  they  alfo  tore  or  cut  oft  their 
hair,  and  either  c?ft  it  into  the  funeral  pile,  to  be 
coiifumed  along  with  the  body  of  the  perfon  for 
whom  they  mourned,  or  into  the  tomb,  to  be  bu- 
ried along  with  it.  Cutting  off  the  hair  was  not, 
however,  an  invariable  cudom.  Some  ran  about 
with  it  diflievelled,  clothing  themfelves  in  the  coarf- 
ed  garments,  throwing  dud  upon  their  heads  and 
faces,  and  even  fometimes  prodrating  themfelves 
upon  the  earth,  and  rolling  in  the  dud;  cuftoms 
which  feem  to  have  been  practifed  from  the  earlied 
antiquity,  as  expredive  of  the  deeped  forrow  and 
afrllciion. 

Befides  the  ceremonies  already  mentioned,  the 
women  in  ancient  times,  as  directed  by  fancy  or 
indigated  by  regard,  decked  the  tombs  of  their 
deceafed  friends;  they  hung  lamps  upon  them,  and 
adorned  them  with  a  variety  of  herbs  and  flowers; 
a  cudom  at  this  time  obferved  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Condantinople  and  its  neighbourhood,  who  not  only 
adorn  the  tombs  of  their  dead,  but  plant  their  bury- 
ing-grounds  with  rofemary,  cyprefs,  and  other  odo- 
riferous flirubs  and  flowers;  but  whether  with  a 
view  to  pleafe  the  manes  of  the  dead,  or  preferve 
the  health  of  the  living,  is  uncertain.  There  were 
other  ornaments  befides  thefe  we  have  new  menti- 
oned, ufed  by  the  women  of  antiquity  to  deck  the 
tombs.    Amorp  the  Greeks,  the  tomb  of  a  deceafed 
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lover  was  frequently  hung  round  with  locks  of  the 
hair  of  his  miflrefs.  They  likewife  made  offerings, 
and  poured  out  libations  to  the  ghofls,  whom  they 
fuppofed  to  fmell,  to  eat,  and  to  drink  as  they  did 
wThile  upon  earth.  This  was  not  only  a  prevailing 
opinion  among  the  ancients,  but  has  not  as  yet  been 
totally  obliterated.  It  is  ftill  believed  by  the  Chiri- 
guanes;  and  at  Narva,  one  of  the  principal  towns 
of  Livonia,  they  celebrate  a  remarkable  feftival 
facred  to  the  manes  of  the  dead.  On  the  eve  of 
Whitfun-tide,  the  women  affemble  in  the  church- 
yard, and  fpreading  napkins  on  the  graves  and  tomb- 
stones, ever  them  with  a  variety  of  difhes  of  broiled 
and  fried  fifb,  cuftards,  and  painted  eggs;  and  to 
render  them  more  agreeable  to  the  ghofts,  the  pried 
while  he  is  praying  over  them,  perfumes  them  with 
frankincenfe,  the  women  all  the  time  howling  and 
lamenting  in  the  moft  difmal  manner,  and  the  intel- 
ligent clerk  not  lefs  afliduoufly  employed  in  defraud- 
ing the  ghoils,  by  gathering  up  all  the  viands  for 
the  ufe  of  the  prieft. 

There  are  few,  if  any,  cufloms  that  have  been 
more  generally  diffufed  among  mankind,  than  that 
of  mourning  for  the  dead  ;  and  there  are  few  na- 
tions where  the  women  have  not,  either  from  cuilom 
or  the  tendernefs  of  their  nature,  acted  a  principal 
part  in  thefe  mournings.  There  are  however,  fome 
nations,  who,  inftead  of  reckoning  death  a  fubject 
of  lamentation,  rejoice  at  it,  as  a  happy  deliverance 
from  pain  and  adverfity  ;  and  others,  who,  though 
they  commonly  mourn  at  the  death  of  their  friends 
and  relations,  rejoice  at  it  whenever  attended 
with  particular  circumftances.  Thus  the  Greek  and 
Roman  fathers,  and  what  is  more  extraordinary, 
even  the  mothers  rejoiced  when  their  fons  fell  in  de- 
fence of  their  country ;  and  thus  the  Chriilians,  in 
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feveral  periods  and  countries,  rejoiced  when  their 
friends,  being  put  to  death  by  perfecutors,  were 
numbered  among  thofe  who  were  reckoned  worthy 
of  the  crown  of  martyrdom.  Thus  alfo  the  women 
of  moder-n  Egypt,  though  on  other  occafions  they 
lament  over  the  dead  with  the  mod  difmal  outcries, 
when  a  Sheick  departs  this  life,  demonftrate  the 
moil  extravagant  joy  and  fatisfaction,  becaufe,  they 
fay,  a  Sheick  mufl,  at  death,  infallibly  enter  into 
the  paradiie  of  the  bleffed. 

Befides  thefe  ceremonies  of  religion  and  of  mourn- 
ing, which  the  women  have  appropriated  to  them- 
felves,  there  are  others  obferved  by  them,  wrhich, 
arifmg  from  their  nature,  and  the  circumilances 
attending  it  may,  for  that  reafon,  be  denominated 
fexual.  In  Chirigua,  when  a  girl  arrives  at  a  cer- 
tain age,  her  female  relations  inclofe  her  in  a  ham- 
moc,  and  fufpend  it  at  the  end  of  her  cottage, 
Having  remained  in  this  hammoc  for  one  month, 
they  let  it  down  half  way,  and  at  the  end  of  another 
month,  the  neighbouring  women  alterable,  and  hav- 
ing armed  themfelves  with  clubs  and  flaves,  enter 
the  cottage  in  a  frantic  manner,  linking  furioufly 
upon  every  thing  within  it.  Having  acted  this  farce 
for  fome  time,  one  of  them  declares  that  fhe  has 
killed  the  ferpent  which  had  flung  the  girl ;  upon 
which  me  is  liberated  from  her  confinement,  the  wo- 
men rejoice  for  fome  time  together,  and  then  depart 
every  one  to  her  own  home.  Among  fome  of  the 
Tartarian  tribes,  when  a  girl  arrives  at  the  fame 
period  of  life,  they  fhut  her  up  for  fome  days,  and 
afterward  hang  a  fignal  on  the  top  of  her  tent,  to 
let  the  young  men  know  that  flie  is  become  marri- 
ageable. Among  others  of  thefe  tribes,  the  parents 
of  the  girl  make  a  feafl  on  thisoccafion,  and  having 
invited  their  neighbours,  and   treated   them   with 
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milk  and  horfe  flefh,  they  declare  their  daughter  is 
become  marriageable,  and  that  they  are  ready  to 
difpofe  of  her  as  foon  as  a  proper  opportunity  fhall 
offer.  In  Circaffia  and  Georgia,  where  parents  are 
femetimes  obliged  to  marry  their  daughters  while 
infants,  to  prevent  their  -being  violently  taken  from 
them  by  the  rich  and  powerful,  the  circumfcance  of 
a  girl  being  arrived  at  the  time  of  puberty,  is  fre- 
quently concealed  for  fome  time,  as  the  hufband  has 
then  a  right  to  demand  her,  and  the  parents  perhaps 
think  her  too  young  for  the  matrimonial  ftate. 

Among  the  circumftances  which  gave  rife  to  thefe 
cufloms  which  we  have  called  fexual,  child-bearing 
is  one  of  the  mod  particular.  As  in  child-bearing 
fome  little  affiftance  has  generally  been  neceffary  in 
almoft  ail  countries ;  to  afford  this  affiftance,  the 
women  have  commonly  employed  midwives  of  their 
o'vn  fex.  The  Athenians  were  the  only  people  of 
antiquity  who  did  otherwife.  They  had  a  law  which 
prohibited  women  and  Haves  from  praclifmg  phyfic  : 
as  midwifery  was  accounted  one  of  the  branches  of 
this  art,  many  lives  had  been  loft,  becaufe  the  deli- 
cacy of  the  women  would  not  fubmit  to  be  delivered 
by  a  man.  A  woman  called  Agnodice,  in  order  to 
refcue  her  country-women  from  this  difficulty,  dref- 
fed  herfelf  in  the  habit  of  a  man,  and  having  fludied 
the  art  of  phyiic,  revealed  herfelf  to  the  women,  who 
all  agreed  to  employ  no  other.  Upon  this  the  reft 
of  the  phyficians,  enraged  that  fhe  mould  monopo- 
lize all  the  bufmefs,  arraigned  her  before  the  court 
of  Areopagus,  as  only  having  obtained  the  prefer- 
ence to  them  by  corrupting  the  chaftity  of  the  wives 
whom  flie  delivered.  This  obliging  her  to  difcover 
her  lex,  the  pylicians  then  profecuted  her  for  viola- 
ting the  laws  of  her  country.  The  principal  matrons 
of  the  city,  now  finding  her  in  fuch  danger,  alTem- 
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bled  together,  came  into  the  court,  and  petitioned 
the  judges-  in  her  favour.  The  petition  of  the  ma- 
trons was  fo  powerful,  and  the  reafons  which  they 
urged  for  having  employed  her,  fo  conducive  to  the 
prefervation  of  female  delicacy,  that  a  law  was 
made,  allowing  women  to  praclife  midwifery.  The 
fex  availed  themfelves  of  this  law,  and  the  afliftance 
of  the  men  foon  became  quite  unfafhionable. 

Among  the  Romans,  and  the  Arabians,  who 
after  them  cultivated  the  fcience  of  medicine  with 
great  afTiduity,  the  women,  in  cafes  of  difficulty, 
fometimes  fubmitted  to  be  delivered  by  a  man  ;  but 
this  was  far  from  being  a  matter  of  choice  or  a  ge- 
neral practice:  nor  was  it  till  the  latter  end  of  the 
lad  century,  and  beginning  of  this,  when  excefs  of 
politeneis  in  France  and  Italy  had  begun  to  eradicate 
delicacy,  that  the  fex  began  to  give  fo  much  into 
the  mode  of  being  ^delivered  by  male  practitioners ; 
a  mode  which  now  fo  commonly  prevails,  that  there 
is  fcarcely  to  be  found  in  Europe,  a  woman  fo  un- 
fafhionable as  to  be  delivered  by  one  of  her  own  fex, 
if  flie  can  afford  to  pay  for  the  affiftance  of  a  man. — 
How  far  the  women  may  be  fafer  in  this  fafhionable 
way  than  in  the  other,  we  fhall  not  take  upon  us  to 
determine,  but  of  this  we  are  allured,  that  the  cuf- 
torn  is  lefs  confident  with  delicacy. 

In  ages  unenlightened  by  fcience  and  philofophy, 
in  moments  fo  perilous  to  the  fex  as  thofe  of  child- 
bearing,  we  are  not  furprifed  to  find  them  ufmg  feve- 
ral  ridiculous  and  unavailing  methods  to  fecure  them- 
felves from  danger;  but  our  aftonifhment  is  excited 
when  we  find  that,  in  our  own  times,  they  are  flill 
the  dupes  of  others  not  lefs  inconfiftent  with  reafon 
and  experience. 
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The  Greek  and  Roman  women  imagined  that 
the  palm-tree  poffeffed  a  power  of  eaiing  pain  and 
facilitating  labour;  they  therefore  at  thefe  times 
grafped  palm  branches  in  their  hands,  and  devoutly 
fupplicated  the  goddefs  Lucina.  The  ancient  Ger- 
mans, deftitute  of  more  rational  methods,  placed  all 
their  hopes  in  magical  girdles,  which  they  tied 
about  their  women,  and  which,  according  to  them, 
had  the  virtues  of  procuring  immediate  eafe,  and 
promoting  a  fpeedy  delivery.  But  the  power  of 
thefe  girdles  did  not  terminate  here,  it  extended 
even  to  the  child  as  well  as  to  the  mother;  and  a  fon 
born  by  their  afliftance,  was  undoubtedly  to  be  brave 
and  a  daughter  to  be  chafle:  hence  fuch  girdles  were 
carefully  kept  in  the  repofitories  of  kings  and  of 
other  great  perfonages.  Till  within  thefe  few  years 
forae  of  them  were  to  be  met  with,  in  the  families  of 
the  chieftains  in  Scotland.  They  were  marked  with 
many  myftical  figures,  and  the  ceremony  of  binding 
them  about  the  women  in  labour,  attended  with  cer- 
tain myftical  words  and  geftures,  which  only  ibme 
particular  women  were  fuppofed  to  underftand ;  a 
circumftauce  by  which  it  appeared  that  their  pre- 
tended utility  depended  more  upon  magic,  than  on 
their  intrinfic  virtues.  Every  age  and  country  has 
its  peculiar  follies  and  abfurdities;  ours  has  many 
noftrums  to  prevent  the  pain  neceilarily  attendant  on 
child-bearing,  and  they  are  juft  as  we'll  calculated  to 
perform  an  imporlibility,  as  the  methods  we  have 
been  now  dcfcribing. 

In  fome  climates,  where  the  conftitution  is  relaxed 
by  the  heat,  and  at  the  lame  time  not  vitiated  by 
thofe  habits  which  in  politer  nations  deftroy  man- 
kind, women  are  laid  to  be  delivered  with  but  \wtle 
pain,  and  frequently  without  any  afliftance;  nor  is 
this  Angularity  altogether  peculiar  to  warm  countries 
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but  feems  to  depend  more  on  living  agreeably  to 
ture,  than  on  climate,  or  any  other  circumftance; 
for  we  have  heard  it  affexted  by  feveral  people  who 
have  been  in  Canada,  that  a  favage  woman,  when 
me  feels  the  fymptoms  of  labour  coining  on  her, 
fleals  filently  to  the  woods,  lays  herfelf  down  in  a 
coppice,  and  is  delivered  alone;  which  done,  fhe 
goes  to  the  neareft  river  or  pool,  w ahhes  herfelf  and 
the  child,  and  then  returns  home  to  her  hut. 

While  ignorance  and  fuperftition  difhirbed  the 
human  mind  with  groundless  terrors  and  apprehen- 
fions,  it  was  a  prevailing  opinion  over  all  Europe, 
that  lying-in  women  were  more  fubject  to  the  power 
of  decmons  and  witches  than  people  in  any  other 
condition,  and  that  new-born  infants,  if  not  care- 
fully wTatched,  and  feeured  by  ceremonies  and  fpells, 
were  frequently  carried  away  by  them:  on  this 
account  various  ceremonies  and  fpells  were  commonly 
made  ufe  of;  and  even  fo  lately  as  our  times,  we 
remember  to  have  feen  in  the  well  of  Scotland,  a 
horfc-fhoe  nailed  upon  the  door,  in  an  inverted 
manner,  to  fecure  a  lying-in  woman  from  the  power 
of  witch-craft.  But  this  opinion  was  not  confined 
to  Europe;  it  pervaded  at  Jeafl  half  the  globe. 
The  Nogais  Tartars  are  the  particular  dupes  of  it ; 
when  one  of  their  women  is  in  labour,  the  relations 
of  the  family  afiemble  at  her  door,  and  make  a  pro- 
digious noife  by  beating  en  pots  and  kettles,  in 
order  to  fright  away  the  devil,  who,  they  fuppofe 
would,  if  he  did  not  find  them  on  their  guard,  do 
fome  mifchief  to  the  mother  or  child,  or  to  both. 

But  the  time  of  laying-in  is  not  the  only  period  of 
human  life  in  which  evil  fpirits  arefuppofed  to  have 
a  more  than  ordinary  power;  they  are  imagined  by 
many  nations  to  have  the  fame  at  the  time  of  mar- 
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riage.  The  Livonians  make  the  fign  of  the  crofs 
with  a  naked  fword  upon  the  door  of  the  bride- 
groom's houfe,  and  afterwards  Hick  it  in  a  beam 
over  his  head,  as  a  charm  to  prevent  the  power  of 
malignant  fpirits ;  and  the  bride  on  the  fame  ac- 
count, fcatters  red  rags  along  the  high-Wats,  and 
upon  the  graves  of  unbaptized  infants. 

In  countries  where  the  virtue  of  the  lex  is  fiippofed 
to  be  fecured  by  their  fenfe  of  moral  reel? rude,  mar- 
ried women  are  under  no  particular  rellrnint  in  the 
abfence  of  their  hufbands  ;  but  in  Hindoitan,  when 
the  hufband  is  from  home,  the  wife  muft  appear 
chearful,  muff  not  eat  delicate  victuals,  nor  drefs 
herfelf  in  fine  deaths,  nor  lit  at  the  window  of  her 
apartment,  nor  in  fhort  do  any  thing  but  inch  as 
indicates  forrow  and  fubjeclion.  in  France  mid 
Italy,  the  cafe  is  almoft  in  every  particular  the  re- 
verfe,  and  in  England  the  ladies  are  too  fail  following 
the  falhionable  example. 

In  Poland  the  women  of  middling  condition   are 
not  allowed  to  marry,  till  they  have  wrought  with 
their  own  hands  three  bafketsful  of  deaths,  which 
they  are  obliged  to  prefent  to  the  gueils  who  attend 
them    on  their  wedding-day.       In   Wallaclaa, 
bride  wears  a  veil  on  the  day  before,  and  on  that 
of  her  marriage  ;  whoever  unveils  her  is  entitled  to 
a  kifs ;  but  to  prevent  too  much  impertinence,  the 
bride  may  in  return  demand  a  prefent,  and  the  fe- 
queil  muft  be  complied  with.    The  ancient  G< 
had,  and  their  defendants  continue  to  this  day,  a 
ceremony     called     Morgengabe,    or  morning-gift, 
which  the  hufband  is  obliged  to  prefent  to  the 
on  the  morning  after  their  marriage.,  and  which  I 
comes  her  fo'le  and  abfolute  properav,  and  fh( 
difpofe  of  it  in  her  lifetime  or  at  her  death. 
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traces  of  a  like  cuftom  are  to  be  met  with  among  us, 
but  it  is  here  only  voluntary,  there  it  is  enforced  by 
a  law.  Formerly  among  the  peafants  of  Britain, 
when  a  bride  was  brought  to  the  door  of  the  bride- 
groom's houfe,  a  cake  was  broken  over  her  head, 
for  the  fragments  of  which  the  attendants  fcrambled : 
thefe  fragments  were  laid  under  the  pillows  of  the 
young  men  and  maidens,  and  fuppofed  to  be  endow- 
ed w  ith  a  power  of  making  them  dream  of  their 
future  wives  and  hufoands. 

In  Adrianople  and  the  neighbouring  cities,  the . 
women  have  public  baths,  which  are  a  part  of  their 
religion  and  of  their  amufement,  and  a  bride,  the 
firft  time  {lie  appears  there  after  her  marriage,  is 
received  in  a  particular  manner.  The  matrons  and 
widows  being  feated  round  the  room,  the  virgins 
immediately  put  themfelves  into  the  original  (rate  of 
Eve.  The  bride  comes  to  the  door  richly  dreffed 
and  adorned  with  jewels ;  two  of  the  virgins  meet 
her,  and  foon  put  her  in  the  fame  condition  with 
themfelves  ;  then  filling  fome  filver  pots  with  per- 
fume, they  make  a  proccflion  round  the  rooms, 
fmging  an  epithalamium,  in  which  ali  the  virgins 
join  in  chorus  ;  the  proceffion  ended,  the  bride  is 
led  up  to  every  matron,  who  beflows  on  her  fome 
trifling  prefents,  and  to  each  fhe  returns  thanks,  till 
ihe  has  been  led  round  the  whole.  We  could  add 
many  more  ceremonies  arifing  from  marriage,  but  as 
they  are  for  the  moil  part  fuch  as  make  a  part  of  the 
marriage  ceremony  itfelf,  we  mail  have  occafion  to 
mention  them  with  more  propriety  afterwards. 

Of  all  the  paiTions  which  fubvert  reafon  and  de- 
form the  mind,  jealoufy  is  the  moil  creduloufly  ridi- 
culous, and  in  order  to  clear  themfelves  from  its  fuf- 
picions,  has  fubjected  the  fair  fex  to  fome  of  the 
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moil:  unaccountable  expurgatory  ceremonies.  Such 
was  that  of  the  waters  of  jealoufy  of  the  ancient  Jews, 
and  fuch  alfo  was  another  of  a  fimilar  nature  praetifed 
by  the  Greeks,  among  whom,  when  a  woman  was 
accufed  of  unchafcity,  a  tablet  with  the  form  of  an 
oath,  which  fhe  was  to  take,  written  upon  it,  was 
hung  about  her  neck  ;  bearing  it  in  this  manner, 
fhe  went  into  the  water  till  it  reached  the  calf  of 
her  leg,  then  fhe  (rood  and  folemnly  repeated  the 
oath,  which,  if  falie,  the  water,  we  are  told,  as  if  agi- 
tated with  rage  at  her  perfidy,  fwelled  till  it  role  over 
the  tablet,  that  it  might  cover  from  the  fun  the  per- 
petration of  fo  foul  a  deed  ;  if  true,  it  remained 
quiet,  and  the  woman  was  cleared  from  all  fufpicion. 
Mi  Hit  not  the  ordeal  trial,  which  was  ufed  for  fo 
many  ages,  and  for  the  difcovery  of  fo  many  crimes, 
be  a  relic  of  this  ?  But  be  that  as  it  will,  it  was  not 
founded  upon  more  rational  principles. 

To  trials  of  this  kind  the  tingle  as  well  as  the  mar- 
ried women  were  fubject;  but  of  the  chaftity  of  the 
latter  there  were  other  circumftances,  which  the 
Greeks  reckoned  the  mod  convincing  proofs.  Pain 
and  difficulty  in  bringing  forth  their  young,  are 
unavoidable  evils,  to  which  the  females  of  ail  vivi- 
parous animals  are  more  or  lefs  fubjecl:.  But  it  was 
fuppoied  by  this  people,  that  their  gods,  in  commi- 
feration  of  the  cafe  of  a  woman  who  was  uniuftly 
fufpected  of  infidelity  to  her  hufband,  wrought  a 
miracle  in  her  favour,  by  exempting  her  from  thofe 
peculiar  evils  annexed  to  the  lot  of  female  life;  and  fhe 
who  brought  forth  a  child  without  a  figh  or  a  groan, 
and  declared  that  fhe  felt  no  pain,  was  in  confcquence 
accounted  as  chafle  as  Vefla.  Hence  it  is  obvious, 
that  it  only  required  a  tolerable  degree  of  fortitude 
in  the  wife,  and  a  large  mare  of  credulity  in  the 
hufband,  to  adjufi  all  matrimonial  differences  of  this 
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kind  to  the  fatisfacHon  of  both.  But  this  was  not 
the  only  proof  the  Greeks  had  of  the  conjugal  fide- 
lity of  their  wives :  a  numerous  offspring  was  among 
the  ancients  reckoned  one  of  the  greateft  of  bleffings; 
and  to  have  it  increafed  by  two  children  a  birth, 
was  coniidered  as  one  of  thofe  favours,  which  the 
gods  only  bellow  upon  luperior  virtue  and  chaflity. 
The  wife,  therefore,  who  brought  forth  twins,  was 
by  that  circumftance  fully  cleared  of  every  foul 
afperlion.  So  little,  however,  is  the  confiitency 
among  mankind,'  that  this  very  circumflance,  which 
the  Greeks  reckoned  the  (Iron geft  proof  of  the  chat- 
tily of  their  wives,  is,  by  the  Hottentots  of  the 
prefent  time^  reckoned  the  moil  infallible  proof  of 
the  contrary.  We  have  given  the  reafon  of  the 
Greeks  for  their  opinion,  but  that  of  the  Hotten- 
tots is  rather  too  indelicate  to  be  related. 

On  St.  Valentine's  day,  it  is  cuflomary,  in  many 
parts  of  Italy,  for  an  unmarried  lady  to  chufe,  from 
among  the  young  gentlemen  of  her  acquaintance, 
one  to  be  her  guardian  or  gallant;  who,  in  return 
for  the  honour  of  this  appointment,  preients  to  her 
fome  nofegays,  or  other  trifles,  and  thereby  obliges 
himfelf  to  attend  her  in  the  moil  obfequious  man- 
ner in  ail  her  parties  of  pleafure,  and  to  all  her  pub- 
lic amufements,  for  the  fpace  of  one  year,  when  he 
may  retire,  and  the  lady  may  chufe  another  in  his 
place.  But  in  the  courfe  of  this  connection  it  fre- 
quently happens,  that  they  contract  fuch  an  inclina- 
tion to  each  other,  as  prompts  -them  to  be  coupled 
for  life.  In  the  times  of  chivalry  we  have  feen,  that 
the  men  gloried  in  protecting  the  women,  and  the 
women  thought  themfelves  lafe  and  happy  when 
they  obtained  that  protection.  It  is  probable,  there- 
fore, that  this  cuftom,  though  now  more  an  affair 
of  gallantry  than  of  protection,  is  a  relic  of  chivalry 
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itill  fubfifling  among  that  romantic  and  fentimental 
people. 

But  the  observation  of  ibme  peculiar  cuftoms  on 
St.  Valentine's  day  is  not  Confined  to  Italy ;  almoft 
all  Europe  has  joined  in  diilinguifhing  it  by  fome 
particular  ceremony.  As  it  always  happens  about 
that  time  of  the  year,  when  the  genial  influences  of 
the  fpring  begin  to  operate,  it  has  been  believed  by 
the  vulgar,  that  upon  it  the  birds  invariably  chufe 
their  mates  for  the  entiling  feafon.  In  imitation, 
therefore,  of  their  example,  the  vulgar  of  bothienes, 
in  many  parts  of  Britain,  meet  together  ;  and  hav- 
ing upon  flips  of  paper  wrote  down  the  names  of  all 
their  acquaintances,  and  put  them  into  two  different 
bags,  the  men  drew  the  female  names  by  lot,  and 
the  women  the  male ;  the  man  makes  the  woman 
who  drew  his  name  feme  trifling  prefent,  and  in  the 
rural  gambol  becomes  her  partner ;  and  flic  conil- 
ders  him  as  her  fweetheart,  till  he  is  other-wife  dif- 
pofed  of,  or  till  next  Valentine's  day  provide  her 
with  another. 

From  {bedding  the  blood,  or  taking  away  the  life 
•Ox  any  animal,  both  fexes  of  the  Hindoos  are  ftrictly 
prohibited  by  their  religion.  Foreigners,  in  a  frieer- 
ing  manner,  frequently  take  notice,  that,  in  Eng- 
land, gentlemen  of  property  are  only  allowed  by 
lav/  to  butcher  hares,  patridges,  and  pheaiants. — 
Among  the  Walkichians,  though  there  is  no  pofi- 
•  iveinititution  to  the  contrary,  yet  the  women  never 
deftroy  the  life  of  any  creature.  Whether  this 
rufrdtn  was  founded  by  feme  of  their  ancient  legis- 
lators, or  whether  it  originated  from  incidental  cir- 
cumiiance",  is  uncertain;  but  however  that  he, 
nothing  can  be  more  fui table  to  the  gehtlenefs  and 
timidity,  which  forms  the        :  hea  -nga-g- 
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ing  part  of  the  female  character,  and  which,  if  imi- 
tated in  other  countries,  might  take  away  fome  of 
that  mafculine  ferocity,  which 'diftinguimes  many  of 
the  lower  clalfes  of  women  in  Britain,  and  which 
they  perhaps,  in  a  great  meaiure,  contract  from  be- 
ing conftituted  butchers  of  all  the  leffer  animals  ufed 
in  our  kitchens.  How  different  is  this  cuftom  of  the 
Wallachian  women  from  that  obferved  by  fome  of 
thofe  in  America,  who  afTift  in  taking  away  the  lives 
of  their  aged  parents,  when  they  are  become  of  no 
further  ufe  to  the  community  ;  and  from  that  of  the 
Moxes  in  particular,  who,  when  delivered  of  twins, 
are  faid  to  bury  one  of  them  alive,  from  an  ill-found- 
ed opinion,  that  it  is  impoilible  for  one  woman  to 
nurfe  two  children  at  the  fame  time  ! 

Feafting  upon  particular  occafions  is  of  the  greated: 
antiquity,  and,  among  every  rude  and  uncultivated 
people,  longed  for  with  the  utmofl  avidity,  as  it 
calls  together  their  friendsand  acquaintances,  whom  at 
other  times  they  have  but  few  opportunities  of  feeing 
and  gives  a  ftimulus  to  their  torpid  natures,  by  the 
intoxicating  liquors  then  made  ufe  of.  In  Egypt, 
when,  upon  fome  particular  occafion,  a  banquet  is 
given,  the  guefts  are  invited  by  a  company  of  wo- 
men hired  for  that  purpofe.  The  company,  com- 
monly about  ten  or  twelve  in  number,  is  preceded 
by  fome  eunuchs,  and  on  each  fide  guarded  by  feve- 
ral  Moors  with  long  ftaffs :  in  going  along,  they 
frequently  amufe  themfelves  and  the  fpectators  with 
a  fong  adapted  to  the  occafion,  and  expreilive  of 
their  fatisfaclion  at  the  approaching  feaft.  As  the 
Egyptian  women  are  in  general  confined,  it  feems 
probable,  that  thofe  employed  in  this  manner  are 
like  their  drooling  dancers,  under  regulations  lefs 
fevere.  But  though  this  confinement  is  as  fcrupu- 
Ious  as  jealoufy  can  dictate,  or  eunuchs  practife,  fuch 
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is  the  veneration  fhewn  to  their  great  prophet  Ma- 
homet, that  at  Cairo  even  the  doors  ofharams, 
which  are  all  the  reft  of  the  year  watched  by- 
eunuchs,  and  faftened  by  bolts  and  chains,  fly  open 
on  his  birth-day,  and  allow  the  joyful  prifoners  to 
Tally  out,  in  order  to  celebrate  a  feflival  to  the  foun- 
der of  their  religion,  and  the  deftroyer  of  their 
liberty. 

It  has  generally  been  obferved,  that  thofe  human 
beings  who  enjoy  the  fmalleft  fhare  of  liberty,  ma- 
nage even  that  fcanty  portion  which  they  have, 
with  the  leaft  degree  of  prudence  and  difcretion  ; 
becaufe,  fond  of  crowding  too  many  incidents  into 
the  duration  of  their  limited  freedom,  they  have 
neither  time  to  arrange  them  into  any  order,  nor 
to  relifh  them  as  they  pafs.  Such  is  the  cafe  with 
the  women  of  Cairo.  On  this  feflival,  they  fly 
from  one  amufement  to  another,  and  in  the  evening, 
difgufted  with  the  whole,  retire  to  their  harams  lefs 
impatient  of  their  confinement,  and  with  a  lefs  extra- 
vagant idea  of  the  pleafures  of  liberty,  than  they 
entertained  in  the  morning. 

o 
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power  ibid, 

had  nohiftorical  records,  unlefs  their  Quipos 
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Ancients  had  fome  fkill  in  chymeftry  and  the  other 
arts  ^  33 

Ancient  inhabitants  of  the  eafl,  their  education     j6 
Grecian    women   employed    in    embroidery 
and  weaving  yy 

retained    this  cuitom  till  after  the  time  of 
Alexander  78 

had  probably  few  private  amufements,   their 
public  ones  not  known  ibid. 

at  religious  festivals  acted  as  fingers,  dancers, 
prieileifes,  &c.  80 

Angels  faid  to  cohabit  with  women  30 

Arabs,  how  they  enfiave  their  women  1 84 

AJiatic  women,  their  condition  not  fuch  as  it  is  de- 
fcribed  in  romances  203 

their  general  character  285 

impoiTible  they  can  be  good  wives  287 

ft  rangers  to  the  joys  of  friendftiip  ibid. 

debarred  from  the    public  exercife   of  their 
religion  288 

AJjyrian    and  Babylonian  women,    their  early  con- 
fequence  121 

women  not  confined,  unlefs  they  belonged 
to  the  great  122 
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AJfyrian  women  ibid  by  auction  for  wives,  to  the 

higheft  bidder  123 

Aufi,  their  manner   of    finding    fathers    to    their 

children  243 

B. 
Babylonian  women,  their  confequence  in  fociety  125 
the  care  taken  of  their  perfons  a  proof  of 

this  &*4t 

admitted  to  convivial  meetings  1 26 

proftituted  by  their  fathers  and  hufbands 

in  the  decline  of  the  empire  ibid. 

obliged  by  law  to  proflitute  themfelves 

once  in  their  lives  in  the  temple  of  Venus         234 

the  rules  they  obferved  in  this  proftitution 

ibid, 
thefe  rules  and  the  proftitution  fometimes 
difpenfed  with  235 

their  complying  with  this  law  is  faid  to 
have  rendered  their  chaftity  inviolable  ibid. 

fuch  fuppofition  not  founded  on  nature  236 
their  licentious  character  237 

were  probably  employed  in  weaving  and 
embroidery  7^ 

their  amufements  not  known  ibid. 

Bacchanalian  myfteries  introduced  into  Rome     261 
Baclrians,  their  women  incorrigibly  licentious  244 
Balliarderes,  or  dancing  girls,    defcription  of  their 
perfons  and  performances  90 

Bards ,  their  extravagance  in  the  praife  of  women  xiv 
it  becomes  fafhioiiabie  for  all  people  to  praife 
them  L      ^  xv 

Bathing,  an  amufement  of  the  women  of  the  eau     94 
part  of  their    religious    fyftem    in  ahnoft; 
every  warm  country  ibid. 

place  of  the  women  a  facred  afylum,  where 
no  man  dare  enter  95 

how  practifed  at  Adrianople  ibid. 
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Behaviour ,    what   kind  of  it  makes  the  \romen  be 

well  treated  by  the  men  209 

Boajled  heroifm  of  the   Roman  women  belied  by 

their  conduct  48 

Bramins,  their  wives  better  treated  than  the  other 

women  of  Afia  288 

Brazilian  women  fupply    the    place  of    beads  of 

burden  181 

give  ftimulating  potions  to  their  men       274 

BritiJJj  women  how  treated  in  ancient  times        157 

cannot,  by  our  laws,  inherit  entailed  eflates, 

while  any  of  the  heirs  male  are  alive  209 

may  be  railed  by  marriage  from  the  lowed  to 

the  higher!  rank  ibid. 

cannot  ennoble  their  hufbands,    but  have 

fometimes  a  power  to  ennoble  their  children  210 

Burial,    of  what  confequence  it  was    among    the 

ancients  .  233 

C. 

Cczfar  repudiates  his  wife  on  mere  fufpicion  257 

Cairo,  women  allowed   their   liberty  there  on  the 

birth  day  of  Mahomet  377 

Card-playing,  a  falhionable  amufement  108 

,     reflections  on  it  ibid. 

Carthage,  its  origin  129 

Carthaginians  fhelter  the  Tynan  women  131 

Caufes  that  increafe  the  importance  of  women   155 

that  divert  them  of  property  159 

of  the  good  and  ill  treatment  they  receive 

from  the  men  161 

thefe  caufes  arife  not  from  nature   but  from 

education  163 

Charon,  the  origin  of  the  fable  concerning  him  233 

Chivalry,  the  objects  of  its  inflitution  1 63 

is  extended  beyond  its  original  intention  164 

the  mod  honourable  of  all  profeilions  while 

in  vogue  ibid. 
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Chivalry,  what  qualifications  are  required  of  thofe 
who  obtained  it  165 

its  effects  on  the  manners  1 66 

and  on  the  treatment  of  women  ibid. 

had  no  effect  on  the  lower  ranks  of  man- 
kind 167 
its  effects  in  making  the  fair  fex  emulous  of 
praife  and  actions  that  defer ved  it  50 
loft   thefe   effects  when  its  honours  became 
proflituted                                                        51,  52 
Children,  and  other  young  animals,  thrive  as  well 
on  the  milk  of  another,  as  on  that  of  their  own 
mothers                                                              1  o  1 
are  preferved  from  many  dangers  by  being 
nurfed  by  their  mothers                                     1 04 
Chineje  beflow  no  education  on  their  women         59 
teach  them  only  the  ceremonies  of  their  coun- 
try 60 
importance  of  their  womon                      201 
give  no  fortunes  to  women                       202 
why  they  act  in  this  manner                   ibid. 
modefty  of  their  women  60 
Church-livings  and  revenues  of  abbeys  formerly  given 
as  marriage  portions                                           170 
Co?nplaints  againft  the  fair  fex  28 
whence  they  arife                                 ibid. 
Condition  of  the  Egyptian  women  more  eligible  than 
that  of  their  neighbours                                    1 1 6 
caufe  of  this                                            ibid. 
proofs  of  it                                               118 
of  women  in  the  patriarchal  ages          1 1 2 
among  people  advanced  a  few  degrees  be- 
yond lavage  barbarity                                        192 
ConfeJJion,  in  what  cafes  it  was  made  to  women  170 
Confinement  of  women  a  proof,  that  a  people  are 
advanced  beyond  the  favage  ftate                    196 
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Confinement^  different  ideas  of  it  in  different  coun- 
tries Ibid. 
Confide  rat  ions   on   dancing,  as    pracHfed  by  favage 
and  civilized  nations  72 
Court  of  Charles  II.  debauched  the  morals  of  the 
women                                                               xvii 
Courtezans  of  antiquity  were  commonly  ftrangers 

249,  263 
Cruelty,  women  of  the  patriarchal  ages  addicted  to 
it  228 

proved  by  feveral  anecdotes      ,  229 

of  the  Romans  to  their  captives  118 

Cuflom,  its  power  in  inducing  the  men  of  polite  coun- 
tries to  treat  the  women  with  propriety  1 6 
Cyrus,  remarkable  ftory  of  his   perverting  the  edu- 
cation of  the  Lydians                                           40 

D. 
Dancing,  fuppofed  to  be  an  amufement  of  the  wo- 
men of  antiquity  7 1 
girls  in  the  temple  of  Hindoftan              90 
how  brought  up                             ibid. 
their  privileges                                ibid. 
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defcribed                                                              92 
proftitutes  in  the  temples  of  the  eaft      292 
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aged  parents  in  Egypt  $6 
Debauchery  of  the  race  of  Cain  29 
Deference  paid  to  women  greater  in  France,  Italy, 
and  Spain,  than  in  England                         -    217 
Deities  of  the  ancient  pagans,  favoured  debauchery 
and  intrigue                                     237,   238,  243 
Defcription  of  fome  of  the  ridiculous  ceremonies  of 
the  Greek  women  at  their  religious  feflivals      80 
Diana,  the  children  of  Sparta   annually  whipt  in 
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Dido  efcapes  from  Pygmalion   with  all  the  effects  of 

her  murdered  hufband  129 

founds  the  city  of  Carthage  ibid. 

the  account  of   her    by  Virgil    only  poetical 

fiction  1^0 

her  death  ibid. 

Diver/tons  and  amufements  the  refult  of  idlenefs  and 

affluence  63,  79 

Ducking-Jlool,  an    ancient  puniihment  for  a  fcold  in 

England  1 6 

E 
Eafterns  approach  their  women  like  divinities,  and 
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their  women  confidered  as  an  article  of  luxu- 
ry and  pleafure  87,  88 
their     women     have     no     public     amufe-* 
ments  ibid. 
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lected in  the  early  ages                                         42 
tends  only  to  corrupt  the  minds  of  the 
women,  and  fit  ;hem  for  flavey                            ibid. 
that  of  the  American  women  tends  to  fit 
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Egyptians,  the  inventors  of  the  arts  and  fctences     34 
were    the  firit  people  governed  by  taws 
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Egyptian  women,    their  employments   not   agreed 
upon  by  hiftorians  73 

their  amufements  confided  in  religious  fes- 
tivals, and  celebrating  their  birth-days  74 
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tinifm  and  folly  54 
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racter and  defy  fcandal  314 
Europe,  its  anceint  ftate  52 
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women,  general  fketches  of  their  charac- 
ter 301 
the  good  offices  they  perform  272,  273 
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vices  3 1 7 

Europeans  have  contributed  nothing  to  the  reforma- 
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man  and  women  27 — note. 
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wear  no  clothes  290 

have  accefs  to  women  at  all  times  ibid. 
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Favourable  change  in  the  condition  of  the  far  lex  xiii 

Female  infants,  how  educated  in  America      63,  64 

deities  a  proof  that  women  are  not  without 

confequence  160 

favages,  their  character  273 

have  no  idea  of  chaflity  273>  274 

their  cruel  difpofition  275 

how  they  torment  their  prifcners  ibid. 

their  cruelty  equalled  by  the  ancients       277 

whence  their  cruelty  arifes  ibid. 

their  good  qualities  278 

character  in  different  parts  of  Africa       281 

in  Egypt  ibid. 

on  the  banks  of  the  Niger  282 

in  the  eafl  and  weft  parts  ibid. 

on  the  banks  of  the  Gambia  283 

on  the  Gold  Coafl  ibid. 

about  Zaara  284 
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Female  fociety,- its  influence  323 

makes  men  effeminate,  if  too  much  in  it.  and 
clownifh  if  too  much  out  of  it  ibid, 

effects  of  want  of  it  in  failors  and  manners  24 
its  advantages  31 

makes  us  ambitious  to  pleafe  ibid. 

fober  and  temperate  ibid. 

prevents  quarrels  ibid. 

makes  us  humble  and  fubmiffive  332 

gives  the  higher!  polilh  to  behaviour       ibid. 
infufes  more  than  half  the  fweets  into  fo- 
ciety       ^  .334 
and  is  the  caufe  of  almoit  every  improvement 
in  manners  and  in  arts  337?  33^ 
the  difadvantages  arifmg  from  it.  ibid. 
is  faid  to  foften  and  enervate  the  mind    ibid. 
induces  men    to  fquander  away  their  for- 
tunes 339 
proved  not  to  be  the  fource  of  thefe  evils  340 
lofe  not  their  native  foftnefs  when  excluded 
from  the  men                                                      324 
but  contract  a  mafculine  air  when  continually 
with  them  325 
why  they  addreffed  in  a  particular   manner 
female  divinities                                                  354 
to  the    marriage   bed,    what   the   Greeks 
reckoned  proofs  of  it  363 
Fighting  in  the  caufe  of  women,  inftances  of  it    163 
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Formcfa,  daughters  there  of  more  confequence  than 

fons  1 94 

reafon  of  this  ibid. 

French  firft  contaminated  the  manners  of  European 

women  54 

firff  introduced  the  fantaflic  manners  which 

now  prevail  in  Europe  ibid. 

education,  the  effects  of  it  ibid. 
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French  ladies  do  not  altogether  neglect  learning    55 

reckon  every  thing  infipid  without  a  mixture 

of  the  fexes  240 

women,  their  character  303 

not  diftinguifhed  by  modefty  ibid. 

are  active  and  reftlefs  304 

but  indifferent  wives  ibid. 

are  above  the  cenfure  of  the  world  305 
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new  books  306 
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their  volubility  of  tongue  ibid. 
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their  power  over  their  gallants  ibid. 

reckon  themfelves  the  only  polite  women  in 

the  world  ibid. 

are   atheifls  in  youth,    and  devotees  in  old 

age  308 

too  fond  of  pleafure  to  take  care  of  their 

children  ibid. 

G. 
Games  of  chance  not  known  in  the  early  ages       73 
ftrictly  prohibited  among  the  Jews  ibid. 

General  obfervations  on  the  condition  of  the  fair  fex 

202 

on  the  women  of  Europe  270 

German  hufbands,    their    power    over    adulterous 

wives  159 

Germans  were  anciently  rude  and  illiterate  49 

had  no  idea  of  war,  hunting,  and  drinking 

ibid. 
their  women  poffeffed   of  any  little  know- 
ledge that  was  found  among  them  50 
women  on  that  account  acquired  the  efleem 
and  veneration  paid  to  them                            ibid. 
laid  the  foundation  of  that  politenefs,  which 
now  prevails  over  Europe                                ibid. 
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Germans,  their  women  perpetually  minors  158 

were  not  allowed  to  avenge  themfelves  on 
thofe  who  had  murdered  their  relations  ibid. 

their  women  could  not  be  noble  by  birth 
or  marriage  210 

Giaga,  the  abject  condition  of  women  there        181 
Good  Goddefs  worfhipped  fecretly  by    the  Roman 
women  354 

from  the  very  foundation  of  Rome  $$$ 
her  myfleries  celebrated  by  the  veftal  virgins 
and  other  ladies  356 

in  the  houfe  of  the  conful  ibid. 

every  thing  mafculine  turned  out  of  the  houfe, 
and  every  male  picture  covered,  during  the  cele- 
bration of  her  myfleries  ibid. 
intruded  on  by  Claudius  357 
account  of  thefe  myfleries  by  Cicero           358 
her  worfhip  had  nothing  indecent  in  it       359 
Goths  obliged  him  who  debauched  a  woman  to  marry 
her,  or  give  her  a  portion  156 
their  idea  of  the  Romans                            268 
Greek  women  all  ignorant,  except  common  courte- 
zans 65 
Greeks  behaved  in  a  rough  and  unpolifhed  manner 
to  their  women                                                   136 
in  what  light  they  viewed  the  fex             139 
borrowed  and  lent  their  wives                  140 
their  young  and  handfome   men  might  de- 
mand admittance   to  the  wives   of  the   old  and 
infirm                                                  •                   ibid. 
fend  a  deputation    from  the   army  to  enjoy 
the  wives  of  all  who  were  abfent                      141 
confidered  their  wives  as  of  no  other  value 
than  the  portions  they  brought  with  them       142 
frequently  expofed  female  infants            ibid. 
general  idea  of  their  character                  245 
their  gods  and  men  highly  licentious       246 
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Greeks,  greateft  part  of  their  princes,  who  returned 
from  the  liege  of  Troy,  murdered  by  their  wives 

247 
their  laws  favourable  to  debauchery       ibid. 
of  Sparta  obliged  both  fexes  to  appear  naked 
on  the  flage  ibid. 

ill  effects  of  this  ibid. 

held  their  courtezans  in  great  efteem,  vilited 
them  publicly,  and  fometimes  carried  their  wives 
along  with  them  248 

their  reafons  for  fo  doing  249 

of  Sparta  condemned  weakly  children  to  be 
put  to  death,  as  unworthy  of  being  reared  up  252 
Greek  women  confined  to  their  apartments  137 

their  hnfbands  only  allowed  to  vifit  them  at 
certain  times  ibid. 

their  wretched  dwellings  ibid* 

were  not  allowed  to  pafs  from  one  part  of 
the  houfe  to  another  without  leave  138 

allowed  when  married  to  go  to  the  door    ibid. 
caufes  of  their  coniinement  ibid. 

women,  other  hardlhips  and  reflraints  they 
fuffered  139 

did  all  the  flavifh  bufmefs  140 

fome  of  their  privileges  142 

were  deflitute  of  the  tendernefs  ofthefex  252 
and  given  to  drunkenneis  253 

Grinding  at  the  mill,  an  ancient  and  modern  employ- 
ment of  women  69 

H. 

Harams,  how  managed  at  Ilindoftan  198 

Harlots,  that  profeiTion  not  unknown  in  the  patriar- 
chal ages  227 
Hindoo  women  in  fome  parts  not  rigidly  confined  196 
how  educated  86 
remarkable  for  cleannefs                           ibid. 
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Hindoo  women  employed  in  drawing  and  colouring 

their  cotton  fluffs  .  86 

not  deftitute  of  tafte  ibid. 

Hiftory,  filent  on  the  education  of  women  for  many 

of  the  ages  of  antiquity  64 

Hottentots 9  their  boys  allowed  to  beat  and  abufe 

their  mothers  180 

Hurons,  their  chief  mud  defcend  from  the  female 

line  ,       188 

their  council  of  ftate  chofen  by  women  ibid. 

reckon  it  no  crime  for  a  girl  to  proflitute 

hefelf  244' 

I. 
Japancfe  women,  their  condition  202 

'Jealoufy^  one  of  the  caufes  of  the  ill  treatment  of 
women  223 

Ignorance  of  the  14th,   15th,  and  1 6th  centuries  8  cj 
Improvements  flationary  in  the  middle  ages  161 

Inconjtjiency  of  the  anions  and  character  of  the  mid- 
die  ages  155 
Influence  of  the  women  over  the  men  always  moll 
powerful  when  attempted  by  foftnefs  and  infinu- 
ation                       -                                            324 
this  evinced  by  feveral  inftances             327 
greatefl  when  they   feem  not  to  mow   it 
openly                                                 ;                  336 
is  much  augmented  by  having  Nature  on 
their  fide                                                               337 
Inhabitants  of  the  north  famous  for  the  regard  to  and 
good  ufage  of  their  women                                158 
of  the    ibuth,    for  rapturous  love  and  ill 
treatment  161 
Inftances  of  fuperdition  having  obliterated  maternal 
affection                                                               229 
Ifraelites  maltreated  their  women  and  captives    : 
Ifraclitijh  women  obliged  to  draw  water  for  their 
flocks                                                                 113 
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IfraeViiijh  women,  their  low  condition,  and  the  other 
meu.n  offices  they  performed  1 14 

fome  of  their  particular  ceremonies     353 
Italian  women  not  more  chalfe  than  the  French  308 
artful  in  decoying  and  plundering  their  gal- 
lants ibid, 
are  not  afhamed  of  intriguing  309 
not  fcrupulous  obfervers  of  the  laws  of  ma- 
trimony                                                              ibid. 
are  allowed  by  cuflom  to  have  each  a  gallant 
after  marriage                                                     ibid. 
are  remarkable  for  family  pride                310 
yuvenal  accufes  the  Roman  ladies  of  pedantry      46 

K. 

Knowledge  not  altogether  hidden  from  the  ancient 

Greek  women  44 

Knowledge  and  good  fenfe  neccfTary  in  the  choice  of 

a  hufband  202 

Knowledge  and  learning  of  fome  the  Greek  ladies  63 

L. 
Lacedemonians ,    their   rude  and  uncultivated  man- 
ners 327 
Ladies  of  rank  and  fafhion,  their  want  of  employ- 
ment 97 
of  middling  fortunes  too   fond  of  copying 
their  fuperiors                                                     ibid. 
amufe   themfelves  fometimes  with  the  fine 
arts                                                                       99 
Laws  formed  to  regulate  the  conduct  of  the  vulgar 

170 

of  Solon  to  prevent  the  debauchery   of  the 

Greek  women  253 

of  Lycurgus,  firictures  on  them  2  54 

of  the  Romans  to  reftrain  public  profiitution 

259 
did  not  nnfwer  the  purpofe  260 
of  the  ancient  northerns  regulating  the  beha- 
3  D 
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viour  of  the  fexes  to  each  other  269 

Learned  women  in  France  and  England  65 

Learning  of  the  Phoenician  women  75)  37 

heffer  Alia,  employment  of  their  women  77 

Little  inclination  of  favage  women  for  diverfions    79 
Love  of  our  offspring  diminifhed  by  the  progrefs  of 
politenefs  114 

prompts  the  men  to  behave  properly   to  the 
other  fex  204 

Lueretia,  her  conduct  and  tragical  end  255 

Lybian  women  employed  in  war  and  hunting        j  $ 
have  an  annual  combat  in  honour  of 
Minerva  ibid. 

Lycurgus  confidered  the  fex  as  below  his  notice,  De- 
caufe  they  were  not  fit  to  become  heroes  43 

Lydiarts,  their  debauchery  236 

profututed  their  daughters  for  hire  238 

M. 
Mahometifm  unfavourable  tochaflity  187 

Making  of  bread  an  employment  of  the  women  of 
antiquity  70 

Mamood,  emperor   of  Hindoilan,  obliges  his  wife 
to  cook  his  victuals  181 

refufes  her  a  Maid  to  aiTid:  her  ibid. 

Alan  little  different  in  a  favage  flate  from  the  beafts 
of  the  field  179 

almofl  deilitute  of  all  the  liner  feelings,  and  of 
humanity  180 

Manlius,  a  Roman  fenator,  degraded  for  having  fa- 
luted  his  wife  in  prefence  of  his  daughter         257 
Manners  and  cuiloms  peculiar  to  women  347 

is  a  fubjecl  involved  in  much  obfeurity  ibid, 
whence  the  obfeurity  arifes  ibid. 

a  fubjecT:  of  the  greateil  delicacy  349 

Marriage  portions  an  ancient  cuftom  2 1  o 

Married  women  of  Hindoilan,  how  they  are  to  be- 
have in  the  abfence  of  their  hufbands  371 


INDEX.  xvja 

Tffageta,  their  promifcuous  ufe  of  women         238 

facrificed    and  eat  their  old  or   difea 
relations  ibid. 

Matronalla,  a  feftival  inftituted  in  honour  of  the 
Sabine  women  147 

Matrons  of  the  Iroquois,  difpofe   of  the  prifoners 
of  war  1 38 

Megabits  makes  too  free  with  the  women  of  Mace- 
don  133 
is  murdered  with  his  whole  retinue  for  his 
temerity  1 3  4. 
Men,  what  they  become  when  fecluded  from  wo- 
men                                                           324,  325 
equally  the  dupes  of  famion  and  cuiiom  as 
the  other  fex                                                       348 
Middle  ages,  fketches  of  them                             271 
the   men  romantic   and    fuperftitious,   their 
women  haughty  and  indelicate,  and  their  clergy 
debauched  and  illiterate                                      272 
Modefty  and  gentlenefs,  two  diftinguiflied  virtues  in 
the  female  character  2  2  6 
was  not  amon^  the  virtues  of  the  early  ages 
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indances  to  prove  it  was  not  then  much  prac- 

tifed  ibid. 

Modern  Greeks  as  difTolute  as  the  ancient  153 

marry  for  any  given  time  ibid, 

Mogid  emperors  make  their  women  dance  to  divert 

them,  and  the  grandees  follow  their  example     80 

Morgengabe  of  the  ancient  Germans  defined         37 1 

Motives  of  women  in  adorning  themfelves  178 

Mournings  fome  cuftoms  of  it  peculiar  to  women  36 1 

the  drefs  they  ufe  in  it,  conduces  to  make 

them  feem  more  en^a^ino:  ^62 

why  it  induces  the  fex  to  wound  themfelves 

how  obferved  in  Qtaheite  363 

how  in  ancient  Greece 
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Narva ,  a  remarkable  ceremony  there  365 

Natural  to  women  to  drefs  and  ornament  themfelves, 

unlefs  opprelTed  by  flavery  86 

weaknefs  of  the  fex  among  favages  has  fub-  M 

je&ed  them  to  flavery  no 

in  civil  life,  entitles  them  to  protection  and 

indulgence  in 

Natches,  their  woman-chief  equal  to  their  man-chief 

188 

the  hufband  and  retinue  of  this  woman-chief 

obliged  to  follow  her  into  the  other  world  to  ferve 

her  there  189 

lend  their  wives  to  each  other  273 

New-married  people    fuppoied   to  be  in  danger  of 

witches  and  evil  fpirits  371 

Niger,  the  women  who  inhabit  its  banks  defcribed 

194 
Nitocris,  queen  of  Nabonadius,  takes  the  manage- 
ment of  the  kingdom  into  her  hands  1 26 
gives  great  fatisfaclion  to  her  people       ibid. 
Northern    women  anciently  had  the  care  of  every 
thing  but  war  and  hunting  85 
when  they  behaved  properly  were  thanked 
in  their  public  affemblies                                   ibid, 
fometimes  enjoyed  the  royal  dignity       155 
were  fuppofed  to  be  endowed  with  more 
than  human  wifdom                                           ibid, 
were  given  as  hoflages  in  their  treaties  with 
Other  nations                                                      ibid. 
were  prefent  in  the  field  of  battle,  fometimes 
rallied  the  men,  and  returned  with  them  to  the 
charge                                                                  156 
were  admitted  to  the  councils  of  the  men 

ibid, 
were  not  fuffered  to  eat  with  their  hufbands 

158 
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Northern  women  not  to  be  gained  but  by  valour  and 
affiduity  1 63 

Nurfing  of  children  one  of  the  mod  common  em- 
ployments of  women  100 
by  women  hired  for  the  purpofe,  its  incon- 
venience 1 04 

O. 
Of  the  eaftern  women  39 

Ompbale,  queen  of  Lydia,  her  revenge  on  the  people 
for  endeavouring  to  debauch  her  238 

Origin  of  amufements  and  diverfions  y6,  yy 

of  the  confinement  of  the  women  in  the  mid- 
dle age  162 
of  chivalry                                                  1 63 
Original  date  of  mankind  in  the  early  ages    24,  36 
Otaheite,  condition  of  the  women  there               204 
their  women   never  eat  with  nor  in  the 
prefence  of  men                                                ibid. 
their  chiefs  will  not  feed  themfelves,  but 
mufl  be  fed  like  children                                   ibid. 
Otaheiteans  hardly  confider  chaifity  as  a  virtue    294 
their  women  appear  naked  or  cloathed 
with  equal  indiiference                                     ibid. 
their  infamous   fociety  called    Arreoy 

ibid. 

P. 

Pageantry  and  fliow  mod  reliihed  by  people    but 

little  refined  204 

Patan,  the  women  there  faid  to  be  exceedingly  im- 

modeft  293 

Petriarchs^    not    remarkable    for    continence     227 

Perfians  jealous   to    madnefs    of  their  women  132 

grandeur  of  their  monarchs  ibid. 

number  of  beautiful  women  in  their  feraglios 

ibid. 

kings  firft  carried  their  wives  and  concubines 

to  the  field  ibid. 
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Per/tans,  their  reafons  for  doing  fo  132 

their  laws  made  it  death  to  offer  violence  to 

a  woman  ibid. 

their  monarchs,  though  the  mod  abfolute  in 

the  world,  could  not  alter  the   laws  concerning 

women  ibid. 

their  voluptuoufnefs  240 

their  inceftuous  marriages  241 

the  delicacy  of  fome  of  their  women  243 

Peculiar  opinion  of  the  Africans  on  the  Gold  coad  284 

Peruvians  did  not  chufe  to  marry  a  virgin  27^; 

Phoenicians,  their  women  employed  in  writing  and 

keeping  accounts  ^       75 

were  not    allowed  to  wear  the  Tyrian 

purple  127 

Pholeys,  a  people  in  Africa,  who  treat  their  women 

with  indulgence  195 

Piclure  of  German  fimplicity  by  Tacitus  268 

Poetefs  lately  crowned  with  laurel  at  Rome  6  ^ 

Politencfs  and  culture,  their  effects  on  the  behaviour 

of  the  men  to  the  women  2 1 7 

Polygamy  and  concubinage  proofs  of  the  wretched 

condition  of  women  119 

neither  of  them  allowed  in  ancient  Egypt 

ibid. 
unfavourable  to  chadity  187 

Portuguefe,  their  ill  behaviour  in  India  297 

the  fpeech  of  a  favage  to  them  ibid. 

are  fucceeded  in  many  of  their  fettlements 
by  the  Spaniards,  who  behave  (till  worfe       298 
Power  of  hufbands  over  their  wives  among  the  an- 
cient Ifraelites  114 
of  fathers  over  their  daughters  arnonq;  them  1 1  c 
Prejent  mode  of  female  education,  its  abiurdity     57 
Progrefs  of  general  education  among  mankind  52,  58 
Proper  education  induces  the  men  to  treat  the  women 
with  indulgence                                                     1 3 1 
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Property,  in  what  cafes  enjoyed  by  the  women  of 
antiquity  210 

allowed  to  be  held  by  the  Egyptian  wo- 
men 2 1 1 
by  the  Hebrews  and  the  Greeks  allowed  to 
women  2 1 2 
not  originally  veiled  in  the  Roman  women, 
but  veiled  in  them  afterward                            ibid. 
Prophecy  of  Enoch,    an  impofition              3c — note. 
■  Punijhmcnt  for  committing  a  rape  in  Egypt        119 
Purification  of  lying-in  women,    longer  when  they 
brought  forth  a  female  than  a  male  1 1 5 
Putting  children  out  to  wet-nurfes  encreafes  the  chil- 
dren  of  the  rrch,  and  diminishes  thofe  of  the  poor 

104 
Pygmalion  murders  the  hufband  of  his  filler  Dido  1 29 

R. 
Reafons  why  men  of  inferior  genius  aflociate  with 
women,  and  women  of  fuperior  genius  with  men 

I3I 

Rebecca,  the  humble  manner  in  which  fhe  approaches 

Ifaac  113 

'Reflections  on  the  education  of  the  African  \\vomen  62 

on  the  European  character  of  the  Africans 

296 
Rejoicings  at  death,  indances  of  it  365 

Religion  of  Mahomet  made  little  change  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  eaftern  women  61,  164 
Remarks  on  the  general  tendency  of  female  educa- 
tion 66 
Revolutions  of  manners  in  the  rei^n  of  Elizabeth,  of 
James  II.  and  William  xx 
Roman  women,  the  fir  ft  after  thofe  of  Egypt,  who 
attained  to  any  confequence                                 44 
their  education                                             45 
their  virtues                                                ibid. 
their  virtues  how  contaminated                ibid. 
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Roman  women,  their  quarrel  with  the  triumvirs    47 

their  eloquence  ibid. 

were  employed  in  fpinning  and  manufacturing 
clothes  for  their  families  8  2 

not  alhamed  of  doing  what  was  ufeful  and 
necefTary  ibid. 

their  diverfions  the  fame  as  thofe  of  the  men 

r  33 

fpent  much  time  at  the  public  baths,  into 

which  both  fexes  went  promifcuoufly  ibid. 

forbid  to  do  fo  by  Adrian  and  Aurelian,  al- 
lowed to  do  it  by  Heliogabalus,  and  prevented 
finally  from  it  by  Conftantine  ibid. 

of  opulence  gave  out  all  their  children  to 
nurfe  1 05 

were  under  perpetual  guardianfhip  148 

much  cramped  by  fumptuary  laws  ibid. 

not  allowed  to  tafte  wine  ibid. 

liable  to  be  divorced  at  the  pleafure  of  their 
hufbands  ibid. 

fometimes  ill  treated  by  flaves  150 

the  honours  conferred  on  them  by  the  fenate 

had  funeral  orations  pronounced  in  their 
praife  ibid. 

were  allowed  to  minifler  at  the  altar  of  their 
gods  152 

were  deified  after  death  ibid. 

were  buried  in  the  field  of  Mars  153 

were  admitted  to  convivial  meetings,  but 
feem  to  have  been  more  efleemed  than  loved  ibid. 

rigidly  virtuous  in   the    early   ages  of  the 

republic  254 

Roman  empire  being  overturned,  mothers  began  to 

nurfe  their  own  children,  and  again  left  off  doing 

fo,  as  they  became  more  fond  of  pleafure        1 06 

Romans,  the  early  part  of  their  hiflory  only  fable  1 44 
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Romans ,  at  firfl  only  a  few  banditti  144 

encreafed  by  the  rape  of  the  Sabine  virgins  145 
the  firft  who  gave  the  fex  public   liberty,    and 
cultivated  their  understandings  ibid. 

were  rude  and  auftere  in  their  manners        148 
introduced  the  cuftom  of  faiuting  women,  to 
know  if  they  had  drank  any  wine  149 

Ruffian  women,  their  diiadvaiitages  207 

bride  faid  to  have  prefented  her  hufband  with 
a  whip,  in  old  time  ibid. 

emprefs,  and  the  ladies  of  her  court,  divert 
themfelves  with  fhooting  208 

women  addicted  to  drunkennefs  ibid. 

the  advantages  of  their  education  ibid. 

S. 
Sabines  demand  reititution  of  their  daughters  from 
the  Romans  -     146 

are  refufed  ibid. 

have  a  conference  with  the  Romans,  which 
ends  in  a  peace  146 

make  a  fecond    demand  of  their  daughters, 
and  are  refufed  ibid. 

overcome  the  Romans,  but  confent  to  peace 
at  the  requefl  of  the  women  1 47 

Sabine  women,  the  privileges  conferred  on  them  for 
this  office  ibid. 

firfl  infufed  politenefs  into  the  Romans        327 
Salique  lands  in  France  could  not  be  held  by  women 

218 

law,  though  it  debars  the  fair  fex  from  fway- 

ing  the  fceptre  of  France,    cannot  hinder  theni 

from  ruling  the  monarch  who  fways  it  ibid. 

Sardanapalus,  his  effeminacy  122 

employs  himfclf  in  fpi  lining  1 2 3 

Satin/h  who  have  declaimed  againft  women  46 

Savages,  their  ideas  of  dancing  different  from  thofe 

in  civil  life  93 

3  E 
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Savages  reckon  ftrength  and  courage  the  only  qua- 
lities that  entitle  preference  94 
defpife  and  enflave  their  women  becaufe  they 
are  weak                                                             179 
women,  their  difadvantages                      178 
how  affected  by  thefe                                 179 
enjoy  perfonal  liberty                                 190 
are  feldom  troubled  with  the  jealoufy  of  their 
hufbands                                                             ibid. 
have  little  or  no  property                           191 
do  not  ihare  the  honours  of  their  hufbands 

ibid. 

are  the  phyficians,  furgeons,  and  magicians 

of  the  country  192 

in  Canada,  are  delivered  alone  in  the  woods 

37° 
Scythian  women  regarded  for  their  fuppofed  /kill  in 

divination  126 

their  fuperior  privileges  127 

take  the  flaves  of  their  hufbands  to  their 
beds  239 

Semiramis,  fome  account  of  her  121 

plans  the  attack  of  Baelria  ibid. 

is  married  to  Ninus,  king  of  AfTyria  ibid. 
obtains  the  royal  authority  for  fome  days, 
murders  her  hufband,  and  ufurps  his  throne  ibid. 
in  one  year  builds  the  city  of  Babylon  122 
is  worfiiipped  among  the  gods  124 

Sentiments  of  the  prefent  inhabitants  of  the  eaft,  con- 
cerning their  women  34,  7$,  78 
Shopping,  an  amufement  of  both  fexes,  which  is  wan- 
tonly praclifed  only  to  give  trouble  108 
Singing  and  dancing  girls  of  the  Medes  and  Perfians 
brought  in  to  divert  company  yy 
Sketches  of  the  education  mflituted  by  Solon  42 
Society,  the  ftate  of  it  in  the  eafl                            328 
in  Europe                                               329 
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Society  of  women,  its  influence  on  the  French  and 
Italians  330 

Solon,  his  plan  of  education  more  calculated  to  im- 
prove the  body  than  the  mind  42 

Songs,  religious  and  martial,  a  part  of  the  amufe- 

ment  of  the  women  of  antiquity  7 1 

were  accompanied  with  initruments  72 

Sons  and  daughters  of  men,  why  the  antedeluvians 
were  fo  called  3 1 

Sons  of  God,  woy  fo  called  30- — note* 

Spaniards  maffacred    the  Peruvians,  becaufe    they 

would,  not  receive  a  religion  they  did  not  under- 

ftand  298 

hunted  the  people  of  Hifpaniola  withdogs, 

and  maffacred  them  in  honour  of  the  apoftles  299 

their  country  and  cuftoms  but  little  known 

allow  their  women  more  liberty  than  for- 
merly ibid. 
have  a  native  honour  and  fidelity  above 


other  nations  ibi 


j 
a . 


indulgent  to  their  women  in  fome  cafes  1 1 2 

privileges  they  allow  to  a  kept  miftrefs  ibid* 

to  a  breeding  woman  ibid. 

Spartan  women,  their  public  diverfions  were  fome 

of  them  mafculine,  others  highly  indecent  79 

Speech  of  Hortenfia  to  the  Triumvirs  46 

of  a  female  favage,  defcribing  the  wretched 

condition  of  her  fex  1 S  2 

Spinning  and  weaving  the  common  employments  of 

the  women  of  antiquity  78 

SucceJJion  to  an  inheritance  denied  to  women  by  the 

Lombards  2 1 2 

and  alfo  by  the  Burgundians  ibid. 

Superj2ition  fometimes  exalts  women  to  the  fupreme 

dignity  122 
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Syberi/es,  their  effeminacy  134 

the  fplendour  and  magnificence  of  their  wo- 
men ibid, 
effeminated  by  the  conftant  company  of  their 
women  135 

T. 
Tartarian  women,  a  particular  religious  ceremony 
obferved  by  them  360 

affifted  by  the  Bonzes  in  it  ibid, 

Tamaradee^  an  indecent  dance  at  Otaheite  91 

Times,  the  pad  and  prefent  compared  3 1 8 

how  the  paft  are  extolled  by  fome  people  as  all 
excellence,  and  the  prefent  how  condemned  as  all 
vice  and  imperfection  319 

of  the  patriarchs  not  better  than  the  prefent  320 
To  tend  the  flocks  in  the  field,  one  of  the  employ- 
ments of  the  women  of  antiquity  70 
Treatment  and  condition  of  Women                      1 1  o 
mark  the  point  in  the  fcale  of  civil  fociety 
to  which  a  people  have  arrived                          1 1 1 
in  middle  ages,  what                            161 
Turkijh  women  are  humane  and  benevolent         374 
Tygranes,  ftory  of  him                                         ,  243 

V.    ' 

Valentine9 s  day,  its  cufloms  374 

View  of  the  difadvantages  of  women  in  the  middle 

ages, — they  were  confidered  as  polluted  173,  174 

to  abflain  from  them  was  imagined  to  be  the 

furell  road  to  heaven  ibid. 

fpent  their  time  in  a  folitary  manner,  and  had 

few  of  the  conveniences  of  life  175 

Venetians  retrained  by  fumptuary  laws,  which  their 

courtezans  only  can  break  with  impunity  250 

Veftal  virgins,  fome  of  them  debauched  257 

Virginea,  her  tragical  ftory  and  death  ibid. 

Virgins  of  the  Sun  in  Peru,  how  educated  63 
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Virtue  of  the  Romans  contaminated  by  their  inter- 
courfe  with  the  Aflatics  258 

Virtues  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  the  north       267 
Vifigoths  bound  by  a  law  not  to  give  more  than  a  tenth 
of  their  fubftance  to  a  wife  159 

Voluminous  books  written  in  praife  of  women  33 

W. 
Walla chian  women  never  take  away  the  life  of  any 
animal  375 

Want  of  fenfibility  in  the  men  one  caufe  of  the  im- 
proper treatment  of  women  220 
of  proper  education  in  another                     ibid. 
of  care  to  make  themfelves  agreeable  a  third 

221 
Weaknefs  of  the  fex  a  fourth  222 

Why  women  are  commonly  greater  pedants  than  men 

Witches,  their  fuppofed  power  over  lying-in  women 

37° 

Wives  killed  by  fome  Tartarian  tribes  with  impunity 

186 

Women  of  antiquity,    their  amufements   but  little 

known  76 

of  Adrianople,  how  they  receive  a  bride  at  the 

bagnio  372 

of  the  Moors  how  enflaved  184 

the   methods   ufed  in  detecting  them  in  adul- 

tej7  .  373 

not  excluded  from  the  learning  of  the  Egyp- 
tians     ^  35 
forbidden  to  learn  mufic  in  Egypt  36 
obliged  to  change  their  manners  with  thofe  of 
the  men                                                                50 
applied  themfelves  to  letters  and  the  fciences, 
and  became  adepts  in  them  51 
obliged  again  to  change  their  fyftem,  and  for 
what  reafon  52 
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Women  became  as  famous  for  ignorance  as  they  had 
been  before  for  learning  52 

betake  themfelves  to   embroidery  and  other 

kinds  of  needle- work  53 

Women  ought  neither  to  be  pedantically  learned,  nor 

infipidly  ignorant  6*5 

flumber  away  their  time  in  the  eaft  in  relaxa- 
tion of  body  and  mind  68 

of  antiquity  how  employed  69 

are  fo  fond  of  amufements  that  they  fometimes 
do  not  coniider  whether  they  can  aiford  them  or 
not  99 

were  intended  by  nature  to  nurfe  their  own 
children  1 00 

of  the  Balearic  ifles  more  valued  than  the  men 

128 

of  Lycia  were  the  fountain  of  honour       ibid. 

of  Carthage  enjoyed  their  freedom  130 

of  the  middle  ages  were  poifefTed  of  all  the 
knowledge  of  the  times  170 

while  gaining  importance  in  Eorope,  were 
lofmg  it  in  Afia  172 

were  not  obliged  to  fight  nor  undergo  the 
ordeal  trial  170 

their  condition  regulated  by  the  opinion  enter- 
tained of  them  by  the  men  193 

of  Madura,  their  defpicable  ftate  184 

why  treated  fo  ill  by  the  men  there  185 

of  Guinea,  how  fubjecled  ibid. 

of  Hindoflan  not  allowed  to  give  evidence  ibid. 

of  Potany  kept  to  be  hired  out  to  public  prof- 
titution  ,  ibid. 

of  Circaffia  fold  in  the  public  market  ibid. 

effects  of  their  ill  treatment  186 

in  fome  places  meet  with  more  indulgence  187 

their  power  of  fending  the  men  out  to  war  in 
America  188 
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Women,  their  perfons  facred  in  Hindoftan  199 

the  honour  of  their  hufbands   concerned  in 

their  good  behaviour  there  ibid, 

are  without  power,  and  without  political  con- 

fequence  200 

their  confequence  in  Ethiopia  201 

their  difadvantages  in  Lapland,    Norway  and 

Poland  209 

cannot  clifpofe  of  eftates  in  Denmark         ibid. 

of  Rome  contended  againft  each  other  for  the 

perfonal  favours  of  a  player  258 

danced  naked  on  the  ftage  259 

joined  in  a  confpiracy  to  poifon  their  hufbands 

ibid. 
were  hard-hearted  and  cruel  264 

the  proofs  they  gave  of  this  difpofition       ibid. 
were  not  much  addicted  to  religion  266 

when  fecludcd  from  men  are  lefs  chafte  on  that 
account  302 

grow  cheap  by  mewing  themfelves  too  much 

302 
bewailing  virginity,  an  ancient  cuftom  anion? 
them  349 

why  they  obferved  this  cuftom  $50 

account  of  fome  of  their  fexual  ceremonies  366 
of  Greece,  the  only  ones  of  antiquity  who  em- 
ployed men-midwives  367 
be^an  to  ufe  men-midwives  about  the  end  of 
the  lad  century                  .                                    368 
the  methods  they  pra&ifed  to  eafe  the  pains  of 
child-bearing                                                      ibid. 
Wounds  and  injuries  done  to  women  rated  higher  than 
to  men  by  the  ancient  northerns  159 

Z. 
Zaara,  women  of  rank  there  keep  their  hufbands  in 
great  fubjectioa  189 
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Zaara  not  peculiar  in  this  cuftom  as  it  is  pra&ifed  by 

the  fillers  of  the  grand  fignior  190 

Zaffa  Ibraims,  their  character  282 

their  great  men  only  allowed  to  kill 

their  cattle  ibid. 

their  children,  when  born  on  certain 

days,    expofed    in    the   woods,    and   frequently 

relieved  by  the  women  283 
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